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      Mentions légales

      Résumé

      Malgré la renommée européenne de Gabriele Faerno da Cremona (1510-1561) qui en faisait le talent philologique le plus vif de son temps, les siècles suivants ont oublié son travail sur les textes latins classiques. À partir de l'édition des lettres de Faerno à Piero Vettori (1553-1561), cette étude reconstruit les principes et la pratique de l’ars critica du philologue de Crémone et retrace sa carrière professionnelle, passée dans l’entourage de Marcello Cervini, dans les salles de la Bibliothèque du Vatican et dans les officines des imprimeurs romains et florentins. Une reconstruction érudite qui, au-delà du cas concret de Gabriele Faerno, jette un éclairage nouveau sur l'histoire de la philologie et de la res publica litteraria dans les années cinquante du XVIe siècle.

      *
**

      Riassunto

      Ad onta di una fama europea senza smagliature, che ne faceva unanimemente il più vivace talento filologico della sua epoca, Gabriele Faerno da Cremona (1510-1561) sembrava aver lasciato magre tracce, e postume, del proprio lavoro critico-testuale sui testi classici latini. A partire dall’edizione delle lettere di Faerno a Piero Vettori (1553-1561), questo studio illustra i principi e la prassi dell’ars critica del filologo di Cremona, ne ricostruisce la carriera professionale, spesa nell’orbita di Marcello Cervini e nelle sale della Biblioteca Vaticana, e ne indaga gli ambiti di interesse, che vanno dalla critica del testo dei classici – da Plauto a Rutilio Namaziano – alla filologia biblica e patristica, fino a riportare in luce i complessi rapporti col mondo editoriale romano e fiorentino, che spiegano i molteplici, ma spesso vani, tentativi di stampa della propria produzione erudita. Un recupero che, al di là del caso concreto di Gabriele Faerno, porta nuova luce sulla storia della filologia e della res publica litteraria negli anni Cinquanta del XVI secolo.
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Preface

      Falconry has been the pursuit of kings, emperors, emirs, khans, merchants and peasants in most parts of the world for over 2000 years. It has provided subjects for literature and art, and been discussed in works of zoology, medicine, and law. The papers in this volume represent the great variety of topics with which falconry is concerned.1
 Most of the contributions originated in a conference held at the new Saadiyat Campus of New York University Abu Dhabi University, from 15th
 to 17th
 November, 2015. The conference was divided between panels on “Taxonomy, Geography and Archaeology”, “The Technical Treatises in the East”, “Falconry in Practice” and “Falconry in Art”, and included a visit to the newly opened Mohammed ibn Zayed Falconry and Desert Physiognomy School near the inland city of al-­ʿAin. The conference provided an opportunity to highlight the work on falcons and ecology pursued in the United Arab Emirates, including at the Abu Dhabi Falcon Hospital, thereby bringing together premodern theory and present-day practice.

      It was decided that the papers resulting from the conference would be strictly historical and focused on falconry in Europe and the Islamicate world (with an excursion on the impact of a European falconry treatise on the 17th
-18th
 century Kangxi court of China). Thus, this book includes items on falconry and treatises on falcons in Northern Italy, England, Spain, the Levant, Byzantium and the Arabic Middle East, and a comparison between those falconry texts written in Europe and Eastern texts; falconry in Arabic, medieval Provençal and German, and Neo-Latin poetry; the spread of falconry from Central Asia to Europe; regulations concerning falconry in Jewish law; falconry in painting; and the historiography and symbolism of falconry.

      It gives us great pleasure to thank all those people who had facilitated the conference, and subsequently helped in the preparation of the papers. Jan Loop of the Warburg Institute and University of Kent, was involved in the planning and organisation of the conference and has been a constant source of help and 
encouragement. Reindert Falkenburg, at New York University at Abu Dhabi, enthusiastically accepted the conference onto the year’s program of the university, to coincide with the International Falconry Day on 16th
 November, and Gila Waels and Nora Yousif ably administered the preparations for the conference and for the subsequent volume. The International Association for Falconry with Adrian Lombard, its President and Frits Klein, IAF Board member for Arts and culture, and the Falconry Heritage Trust supported the conference at the time and encouraged the publication of its proceedings. We are also grateful to the Houbara Trust and its patron, Mohammed ibn Ahmed al-Bowardi who introduced us to the Falconry School and put on a feast in the desert for the conference participants. Merlin Cox carefully read and corrected all the papers. We are proud to include this volume in the Bibliotheca Cynegetica
 series, which has been excellently prepared for publication and printed by Librairie Droz of Geneva.

      Charles Burnett

Baudouin Van den
 Abeele
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          For a full range of falconry topics see Raptor and Human: Falconry and Bird Symbolism Throughout the Millennia on a Global Scale
, eds Karl-Heinz Gersmann
 and Oliver Grimm
, 4 vols, Kiel and Hamburg, 2018. The present volume is in several ways complementary to Raptor and Human
.

        

      

    

  


		

    
		

  
    
      The “Founding Fathers” of Falconry according to Medieval Arabic Literature

      Anna Akasoy

1



      
        Abstract. The preservation of cultural heritage plays an important role in the contemporary practice of falconry. It was already in the “technical treatises” of the early Abbasid and perhaps late Umayyad periods, however, that the history of falconry occupied a prominent position. This article discusses two sets of historical anecdotes offered in the book of Adham and al-Ghiṭrīf and the falconer of the Fatimid caliph al-ʿAzīz bi’llāh respectively. While the first set reflects the function of royal falconry as an expression of elite culture across Eurasia, the second set mostly takes the practice of falconry among caliphs as a starting point for observations about other issues. Through­out the anecdotes, the multi-layered symbolism of falconry ­becomes obvious. Royal falconers excel with their martial skills, but also as keen observers of nature and innovators in the cultural realm.

      

      “The world rejoices in a newly popular faith”, David Lowenthal stated in 1998, “the cult of heritage”.2
 Heritage, according to the American historian and geographer, was the cult of the secularized masses who saw themselves subject to the great transformations of the late twentieth century and responded with nostalgia for a newly discovered and valued past. “Benign and baneful consequences are alike manifold, and heritage vice is inseparable from heritage virtue”, observed Lowenthal. “This is little understood, though; because few realize how heritage actually functions, most are content either to admire or traduce it”.3
 Understanding the functions of heritage was a particularly pressing concern to Lowenthal mainly because of the scale of the phenomenon and its potential for good and bad consequences. “Heritage expands especially because more people now have a share in it. In times past, only a small minority sought forebears, amassed antiquities, enjoyed Old Masters, or toured museums and historic sites. Such pursuits now lure the multitude”.4



      In 2010, UNESCO inscribed falconry on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.5
 In its description of the tradition, UNESCO states:

      
        Originally a method of obtaining food, the practice of falconry has evolved over time to be more associated with nature conservation, cultural heritage and social engagement within and amongst communities. Following their own set of traditions and ethical principles, falconers train, fly and breed birds of prey.

      

      Elaborating on the function of falconry as heritage, the organization explains:

      
        Falconers regard themselves as a group and may travel weeks at a time engaging in the practice, while in the evenings recounting stories of the day together. They consider falconry as providing a connection to the past, particularly for communities for which the practice is one of their few remaining links with their natural environment and traditional culture.

      

      All this – the appreciation of falconry and the value attributed to the practice as a cultural heritage, celebrated as such by its practitioners, indeed the entire notion of a codifiable cultural heritage in need and worthy of preservation – illustrates Lowenthal’s observation, especially the pressing need to protect and appreciate a heritage under conditions of rapid material and social change.

      Hunting with birds of prey as a cultural practice is highly symbolic. Lowenthal urges us to pay attention to the functions of heritage rather than accept the preservation of heritage as a given. To preserve hunting with birds of prey as a heritage is also one of the most prominent aspects of falconry as a cultural practice today. Even in early medieval times, however, many centuries before Lowenthal’s “cult of heritage”, falconry as a cultural practice was framed in terms of heritage in Arabic literature, notably in stories about the origins and early history of falconry in western Eurasia. In what follows I will suggest that the symbolism involved in this cultural practice also relies on its functions as historically rooted heritage.

      In his wide-ranging study The Royal Hunt in Eurasian History
, Thomas Allsen describes falconry as “by far the most democratic” mode of royal hunting.6
 It can be found in Central Asia before the rise of imperial courts; indeed, nomads of the steppe still regularly hunt with birds of prey. To what extent that was also true of pre-Islamic Arabia is hard, perhaps even impossible to tell. While Middle Eastern texts from the Islamic period regularly mention the practice of falconry in earlier times, contemporary and datable texts do not allow for firm conclusions regarding the origins of falconry on the Arabian peninsula before the late Umayyad period.7
 Some evidence points to an influence of Byzantine and, perhaps, Persian elite practices, but local traditions of Arabic speakers, presumably including lower social strata, may have played a role as well. As is the rule in this historical environment, our knowledge of cultural practices is skewed towards the elites because it is among these groups that practice also found a reflection in written literature. Accordingly, we know little about falconry among lower-ranking social groups in the late antique and early medieval Middle East (despite its democratic potential), while we do know something about falconry as a practice among late Umayyad ruling classes and more still about the popularity of falconry among Abbasid elites.8



      As the texts discussed below reveal, for example, falconry became a popular subject of poetry composed in a courtly milieu. Muhammad Manazir Ahmad has collected details about expenditures of the early Abbasid courts. According to a book about gifts and rare objects originally compiled in the eleventh century, 500,000 dirhams were budgeted at the court of al-Mutawakkil (reg. 232/847-247/861) to pay for the hunting staff who looked after dogs, birds of prey and cheetahs.9
 The falconer of the Fatimid caliph al-ʿAzīz bi’llāh (reg. 365/975-386/996), al-Ḥusayn, mentions that 50,000 dinars were reserved for the falconer to pay the hunting staff.10
 As Ahsan points out, these expenditures are not comprehensive, but cover only part of the expenses of the royal hunt. One category of expenditures related to hunting is certainly absent from Ahsan’s discussion. The early Abbasid period saw the emergence of the so-called “technical treatises” on falconry, several of which were dedicated to caliphs. One book was dedicated to the above-mentioned al-Mutawakkil by Muḥammad ibn ʿAbdallāh al-Bāzyār (“the falconer”), another one to his predecessor, the caliph al-Wāthiq (reg. 227/842-232/847). Insofar as we can tell, it appears that authors or compilers were practitioners themselves, just like the author of the Fatimid book on falconry.11
 A falconer by the name of Ibrāhīm al-Baṣrī who reportedly worked for the Abbasid caliph Hārūn al-Rashīd (reg. 170/786-193/809) might fall into the same category, but his identity and literary production are uncertain.12
 Commissioned texts such as these technical treatises appear to be missing among the expenditures.

      Although the bulk of these technical treatises concerns practical matters arising from the assessment, training and medical care of birds of prey, these texts also offer insights into the cultural, social and political associations with falconry as well as into the significance of heritage. One of the most influential medieval treatises on falconry, the book of Adham and al-Ghiṭrīf, which is presumably from early Abbasid or even late Umayyad times, contains a chapter on the origins of the practice of hunting with birds of prey which was adopted by later authors as well.13
 (For an English translation of this chapter, see appendix.) The chapter displays formal features of an Arabic genre known as awāʾil
 literature. Well established by the ninth century, this tradition of texts compiled anecdotes about “the first to” (awwal man
); as such, they often served the purpose of “articulat[ing] social conventions and legitimat[ing] power and authority in Islamic societies”.14
 Although awāʾil
 treatises frequently include fanciful details, they are also, in Rosenthal’s words, “brilliant expressions of the cultural outlook and historical sense of their authors, and they are full of valuable material and interesting insights”.15
 Combining literary tropes with plausible historical narrative, the eight anecdotes in the book of Adham and al-Ghiṭrīf offer complex insights into the history as well as the historiography of falconry. Two elements of these anecdotes about the first humans who hunted with birds of prey are especially significant in the present context: the social position of the protagonists, virtually all of whom are rulers, and the cultural, ethnolinguistic and political diversity of their backgrounds.

      The eight anecdotes are, very briefly, as follows:

      1. According to the book of (a) Khāqān, one of the kings of Rūm watched a hawk, recognized kingly qualities in him and then started hunting with hawks.

      2. Muʿādh ibn Muslim reported according to the Persian scholars that the Rūm were the first who hunted with hawks, but adopted the practice of hunting with sakers from the Arabs.

      3. According to Adham ibn Muḥriz, al-Ḥārith ibn Muʿāwiya of the Kinda was the first who hunted with sakers. He took in an injured bird and then trained him.

      4. According to Archigenes, Constantine saw a trained peregrine falcon and then started to hunt with peregrines.

      5. According to Saʿīd ibn ʿUfayr, Constantine started hunting with peregrine falcons when he observed one of these birds. On the same occasion, he found the location for the foundation of Constantinople.

      6. Abū ʿUfayr reports that the Visigoths used peregrine falcons as ornaments and later started to hunt with them.

      7. Al-Ghiṭrīf reports that the scholars of the Rūm recognized that eagles were too dangerous to hunt with.

      8. Muʿādh tells a story where a Byzantine and a Persian emperor play a cruel trick on each other. The trick reveals that cheetahs and eagles are too dangerous as animal assistants.

      Pride of place is claimed by the Byzantines, although Turks, Persians and Arabs figure as well. A prominent feature of this chapter is that, instead of singular accounts of origins of the practice of hunting with birds of prey in general, we are presented with stories that suggest that the royal classes of western and central Eurasia were very much alike and inspired each other. The anecdotes present different rulers who first hunted with specific kinds of birds, thus allowing for multiple “firsts” within the more generic category of hunting with birds of prey. The anecdotes also mention that one king learned about another king’s practice and adopted it. Thus, according to these traditions, while the Arabs were the first to hunt with saker falcons, the Persians copied this tradition in order to demonstrate to the Byzantines the superiority of the saker over the peregrine falcon. The theory of multiple origins of falconry is here refracted through an ornithological prism and expressed alongside a classification of birds of prey. Albrecht Noth distinguished between scholars who made an “honest effort... to identify the origins of various processes and institutions” and those who offered biased accounts that glorified individual people or groups.16
 Both principles may be in operation here and the diversity of rulers produces a cumulative impression of falconry as a universal elite practice.

      On several occasions, the anecdotes address issues of documentation when sources for the stories are cited. The first and third anecdotes, for example, are quoted according to Adham and al-Ghiṭrīf, the two men whose names are regularly used instead of a title in order to refer to this popular work on falconry. Other proper names, such as that of Muʿādh ibn Muslim, are potentially valuable for historians seeking to reconstruct the development of falconry literature. Detlef Möller and François Viré identified Muʿādh as a well-known grammarian who was born in Kufa and lived in Baghdad during the rule of Hārūn al-Rashīd and died there in around 187/802. Another candidate is a man by the same name, Muʿādh ibn Muslim ibn Muʿādh, who had been active in the Abbasid revolution and served the new state. His Persian origins and his role as governor of Khurasan from 160/­777 to 163/780 make his access to the Persian sources (as quoted in the work of Adham and al-Ghiṭrīf) more plausible than Muʿādh ibn Muslim’s, a grammarian. It had already been in Umayyad times that members of the caliphal army and administration became involved in the business of the royal hunt. The Umayyad caliph al-Walīd II (reg. 125/743-126/744), for example, instructed Naṣr ibn Sayyār (d. 131/748), then governor of Khurasan, to supply him with falcons from the region. As in other cases, a late Umayyad practice may have continued into Abbasid times.17
...
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