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      Abstracts

      
        
	The DYSTURB database collates, harmonises and inter-relates over time the following different elements: a set of political, administrative and functional maps of the districts, provinces and urban areas; the demographic and administrative data for all South African localities from 1911. In all, the 20 000 geo-referenced localities of the 2001 census are put in perspective in terms of spatio-temporal parameters, demographic history and urban dynamics, through the post-colonial, apartheid and post-apartheid periods.
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            South Africa, the first economic power in the African continent, has a population of nearly 50 million inhabitants, of whom more than 60 % were urban in 2008. The country has a long-standing network of metropolises (cities), towns and localities (places). These have developed and become hierarchised in the course of a history where population settlement and its distribution have been markedly influenced by colonisation, segregation, industrialisation and globalisation.
          

          
             
            An outstanding set of statistics on population distribution, dating from the start of the 20th century is available for South Africa. This data was however compiled and presented in a succession of post-colonial contexts each very specific in nature: first the Union of the British ex-colonies and the Boer Republics, still very colonial in style, then the apartheid regime, and finally post-apartheid South Africa. These successive periods led to creations and redefinitions of social categories and spatial frameworks: segregationist “engineering” in the territorial, social and political fields, to which statistical data and its processing were subordinated until the end of the apartheid system; territorial reforms aiming to abolish segregationist legal regimes and to reinstate the country and its cities within the globalisation process.
          

          
             
            Thus collating and inter-relating data from census information since 1911 makes it possible to retrace the history of one century of settlement distribution, urbanisation and territorial engineering in South Africa. The Dysturb database available on the CD-Rom and with the set of maps and commentaries derived from this data are the result of this geographical-historical enterprise.
            1
             The database collates, harmonises, geo-references and inter-relates in time firstly all the political and administrative maps for districts, 
            
              urban agglomerations 
            
            and 
            
              places, 
            
            and secondly the population figures for all these South African entities, both urban and rural, since 1911. In addition, it determines the boundaries and the makeup of the urban entities for each census on a functional basis, moving beyond the administrative divisions and official definitions.
          

          
             
            The demographic and administrative datasets according to the entity considered can thus be processed in the long term, and re-aggregated in constant, present or past functional and administrative spatial frameworks.
            2
            
               
            
            Thus it is the whole spatial and territorial archaeology of South Africa that this tool makes it possible to apprehend in the full diversity of its different modes. The commented geo-historical database Dysturb is compatible with the geographical information systems (GIS) proposed by 
            
              Statistics South Africa 
            
            (
            
              http://www.statssa.gov.za/
            
            ) for the last two censuses (which afford access to all census data according to localities subdivided into 
            
              enumeration areas); 
            
            it is also compatible with the municipal 
            
              GIS SA Explorer 
            
            (developed by the 
            
              South African Municipal Demarcation Board
            
            : www.saexplorer.org.za) which enables access to socioeconomic data for the new municipalities....
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