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      FOREWORD

      

      This study constitutes a continuation of certain chapters of my doctoral dissertation, “Spanish Protestant Refugees in Western Europe during the Second Part of the Sixteenth Century,” done at Princeton University under the guidance of the late E. Harris Harbison. This sensitive man’s patience and acuity are known to any who worked with him, and my debt to him is enormous. I am very grateful, too, to his colleague, Professor Joseph R. Strayer, who was familiar with the thesis and has continued to support me warmly in ensuing, related endeavors. Chairman Jerome Blum of this history department also deserves my great thanks in this regard. Although my work with him lay outside this field I doubt very much that I could have gotten through the thesis and post-doctoral studies without having experience the rigorous standards of R. R. Palmer, now Dean of the Faculty at Princeton University.

      Professor Edward M. Wilson of Emmanuel College, Cambridge University, directed my attention to the unpublished work of William McFadden, discussed below, without which this study would have been far more difficult than it was to complete. For this and many other things I am in Professor Wilson’s considerable debt. Professor John E. Longhurst of the University of Kansas read most of the manuscript and I profited from his intelligent advice throughout ; any shortcomings are not his. With regrettable brevity I must record my gratitude also to Professor Haim Beinart of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Professor Albert A. Sicroff of Queens College of the City University of New York, Professor Thomas G. Barnes of the University of California, 
Berkeley, and most emphatically not least, Professor Hans Rosenberg, now also of the University of California, Berkeley, for bringing the excitement of history to me as an undergraduate. Space forbids mentioning here several others to whom I am anonymously indebted, as it were ; I have tried to make amends in the notes.

      Successive grants-in-aid from the American Philosophical Society for the years 1964-1966 made this and briefer projects possible, and I am very greateful for this generous assistance. Thanks in this regard are also due the Department of History of Michigan State University for obtaining supplementary funds to forward the study’s progress since 1965.

      Of my wife Janet, who raised a family and shared the vicissitudes of her husband’s years in graduate school and first ones in teaching, while pursuing despite considerable obstacles her own endeavors, this bare recording of her help will have to do. She knows that what I mean cannot be enclosed by words.

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      PREFACE

      

      There exists no analytical study of the Spanish Reformation heretics since Eduard Böhmer’s compilations of nearly a century ago.1
 The reader may well ask why further inquiry into the stories of this handful of relatively insignificant exiles should be useful or necessary, especially considering the Böhmer volumes are far from dated, their age notwithstanding. To some extent this question is answered in the introductory statement opening the long Part I on Antonio del Corro, but here I will try to indicate my feelings on the subject as a whole.

      Initially, there is the genuine antiquarianism in such a topic which to the students is its own justification for the study of any segment of the past. In my own case, it must be added, I more of less stumbled into the subject on the doctoral level,2
 to become increasingly fascinated by its numerous attractions. Autobiographical aspects aside, what are these ? Corro in particular, and the others to a lesser degree (in large part simply because of the paucity of available materials) are remarkably appealing human beings threading their lives through a most complex age, not entirely unlike our own. In their careers history takes on flesh ; we are able to deal with inexorable, often barely visible forces and trends (so necessary for historical analysis and comprehension, however abstract) on the individual and collectively human basis. Such factors alone suggest the subject’s compelling interest.

      At the start of Part II note that Corro’s importance was frequently extrinsic, in that through him and his relations with them we often are in a position to discover new and helpful things about more significant personages. The same holds true for his two peers in this work ; that, for most the time, Corro’s influential friends and enemies were also those of Reina and Valera’s lends 
added unity to this study. All three began life as Catholic monks, and early on became Calvinists, which suggested the title.3
 Indeed, they all were from the same Hieronymite monastery near Seville, San Isidro del Campo.4


      Through these three figures to be considered the historical utility of the Spanish Protestant emigrés becomes apparent. Those who escaped Spain and the Inquisition, and others of Spanish lineage concentrated in cities like Antwerp, had sooner or later to scatter across western Europe. With Elizabeth’s accession London rapidly became their center, much as it was for most Reformed exiles. Therefore, not only can we obtain fresh views on important individuals linked with these refugees, but, as it were, a grass-roots insight into the Reformation (and Counterreformation for that matter) at work in many places. Furthermore, their reactions to the presence of such Spanish heretics often revealed governments’ policies. The most obvious example would be Elizabeth’s5
 shifting attitudes towards them, which usually varied according to the immediate state of Anglo-Spanish relations ; equally, official French stances in this regard expressed much of France’s ambiguity towards Philip II after 1559.

      With the exception (as far as discernible, it should be added at once) of Valera, the Spaniards under study all ran afoul of their new religion sooner or latter. And notably in Corro’s case they were liable to find themselves publicity and simultaneously
 charged contradictorily with anti-Trinitarianism (concerning both the Trinity and infant baptism), Anabaptism, “crypto-” Catholicism (or Lutheranism or both), heterodoxy on the Eucharist, and so on. Such remarkable accusations came consistently from the mouths and pens of eminent men like Theodore Beza, Calvin’s esteemed successor. Quite as often the Spaniards’ defenders were notable laymen, such as William Cecil and the Earl of Leicester in England, and the Colignys in France, as well as respected theologians and prelates like Archbishop Matthew Parker of Canterbury and lesser Calvinist ministers on the continent. Sometimes a man’s position in such controversies would alter over a period of years, as did Edmund Grindal’s towards Corro, while throughout he favored Reina.

      

      It will not do to assume some lied or were cynical hypocrites, or, in God’s name would do anything to bring an enemy of the faith low ; although the last perhaps comes very close to the explanation. I have found it most instructive to follow the brilliant reasoning of Lucien Febvre6
 to clarify the mentality behind such situations.

      Febvre observed that certain words possessed highly abusive, yet indeterminately emotional meanings in the sixteenth century. “Atheist” was perhaps the most typical.7
 “Servetianism” shortly held similar qualities for Spanish Protestants. Basically, once this sort of charge was levied the accused was guilty almost automatically until proven innocent. Furthermore, it was common to couple one of these extreme pejoratives with a potentially more concrete (if still erroneous) one. Rabelais, for instance, was at one time both an atheist and a Lutheran to Calvin, which led time both an atheist and a Lutheran to Calvin, which led Febvre to comment astutely that “the impassioned religious of the century scarcely hesitated to couple such extraordinary epithets against an adversary whom it was convenient to [permit to leave the faith, voluntarily or otherwise].”8
 Ironically, the Spanish Inquisition, in its successful struggle against Erasmism and Illuminism from approximately 1525-1540 had evolved a similar and brilliantly workable formula, best shown by the case of Juan del Castillo. He had “circulated among the Erasmists at Charles V’s Court and the University of Alcala ;… closely associated with the leading apostles of illuminism ;… was burned… as a disciple… of Luther” in 1535.9
 Such “heretical packaging”, accuracy regardless, proved very effective, aided by the split between the Erasmists and Illuminists.10


      Febvre traced Beza’s changing attitudes towards Rabelais,11
 which I believe prefigured his similarly altering views concerning Corro, et al. Initially he was overwhelmed by Rabelais’s “talents and philosophy ;” subsequently they became “antipathetic and odious” to him when the latter ceased to attack only the Papacy, but began to react also against Protestant excesses and fanaticism. Ultimately, of course, Rabelais placed high on Beza’s list of the damned, doubtless the more so since 
the latter had so misjuged him before. This particularly resembles the development of his relations with Corro.

      The great French scholar believe that the vehemence and vituperation marking these confrontations, which allowed little scope for compromise, much less quarter, was part of the Reformation’s heritage from the Renaissance. Specifically he referred to the humanists’ literary and other quarrels, which displayed this highly personal, abusive form, always far out of proportion to the original difference.12
 Since men like Calvin and Beza had been steeped in humanism, this approach followed, reinforced by the absolute requirements to defend an embattled new faith against enemies (even unwitting ones) from within, not merely from without. Regarding Servetus, most appropriately for us, Febvre observed that the orthodox saw the consequences already in “A”, assumed the ensuing potential stages “B-Y”, and “condemned ‘A’ in the name of ‘Z’ without the least hesitation.”13
 We could well add : without the least insincerity, either. Precisely such sequences will characterize much of the follbwing.

      Ordinarily a writer will hardly borrow in bulk from another for his own introduction. But Rudolph Binion’s opening remarks for his study struck me as so appropriate to mine that I have excepted handsomely from them to bridge this introduction to the text : “In this book I have attempted to write… history in the form of comparative biography and… of the ‘life-thought-and-times’ variety in… continuous narrative. Whether men make history or vice versa, history is not comprehensible unless men are : hence the advantage of approaching the two simultaneously. Likewise, men’s throughts and actions are always bound up with each other as well as with their historical context ; to view them under separate heads… is ultimately a source of confusion.”14
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 (London-Strasbourg, 1874-1904, 3 v ; reprinted NY, 1962) relied heavily on the papers of Benjamin Wiffen ; this work has stood time’s tests extraordinarily well. Böhmer’s primary purposes were to provide bibliographical information as to the subjects’ works and a mainly descriptive narrative of each man ; he rarely placed these people in their broad historical-theological setting. The volumes do, however, give us much useful detail from which to work.
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          The late Garrett Mattingly suggested the topic to Professor Harbison and myself while he was a Shreve Fellow at Princeton in the fall of 1960. Since I was interest both in Spanish and Reformation history it seemed an ideal way to combine them.
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          However, it is undeterminable whether Valera ever was a minister. See Pt. II, ch. 2.
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          On this monastery see Pt. I, ch. 2, notes 1-5. Clearly its proximity to Seville’s quasi-heretical conventicle accounted for the Protestantism of Corro and eleven of his fellow monks ; no other Hieronymite convent underwent a similar experience, while Judaizing, once the Order’s plague, had been eradicated by c. 1500. On the Order and this problem especially see H. Beinart, “The Judaizing Movement in the Order of San Jeronimo in Castile,” Scripta Hierosolymitana
 7 (1961) : pp. 167-192 ; Fr. Jose de Sigüenza, Historia de la Orden de San Jeronimo
 (Madrid, 1907-1909) 2nd ed., 2 v. ; A. A. Sicroff, Les Controverses des Statuts de ‘Pureté de Sang
’ en Espagne de XVe
 au XVIIe
 Siècle
 (Paris, 1960) : pp. 76 et sqq. especially. Dr. Sicroff is pursuing this subject in several articles. As to why only a dozen of the San Isidrians succumbed to heresy and not all, Michael Walzer’s observations in his Revolution of the Saints
 (Harvard University Press, 1965) : p. 308 is helpful : “… group experiences [do not] make individual conversion predictable ; each of them makes it comprehensible.”
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          I have studied this in some detail in the articles, “A Spanish Calvinist Church in Elizabethan London, 1559-1565,” Church History
 39 (March, 1965) : pp. 50-56 and “In Pursuit of Heresy,” Historical Journal
 9 no. 3 (1966) : pp. 75-85.

        

      

    

    p.XIII

    
      6

      
          In his Le Problème de l’Incroyance au XVIe
 Siècle
 (Paris, 1947) 2nd ed. It is shameful that only one of Febvre’s many fine works has been translated into English : the Luther book.
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 of Toledo,” Archiv für Reformationsgeschichte
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          E.g. Archbishop Manrique, as Inquisitor-General in 1525, was a noted protector of Spanish Erasmism who led a massive condemnation of Illuminism in which I believe he tried firmly but vainly to dissociate the two in the minds of their common enemies, led by the Dominicans, who staffed and ran the Holy Office. The fact that Manrique was at once a ‘liberal’ prelate and head of the Inquisition ought to serve as a reminder that nothing should be stereotyped. That shortly after 1525 the Inquisition began to accuse both successfully of “Lutheranism” suggests, too, that the tribunal’s head could not always control its branches if it an against commonly-held majoritarian views in the rank and file. Manrique’s attack on Illuminism merely gained a few years for the Erasmists, given the objective conditions prevailing then in Spain. Although as Castillo’s case in n. 9 above indicates, it was possible that while individuals were connected with the two, Erasmism and Illuminism were far from identical. The former relied heavily on the written word, the latter on the inner spirit ; both tended to varying degrees to downgrade or minimize the faith’s externals without remotely formally repudiating Catholicism. The bibliography on Erasmism is great, on Illuminism very thin. See my article, “Reform and Counterreform : The Case of the Spanish Heretics,” to appear in a forthcoming memorial volume of essays dedicated to Professor Harbison, for some further discussion of these matters.
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., pp. 139 ff, 152 f, Interestingly this mentality is portrayed brilliantly in our century in Henri de Montherlant’s historical play, Malatesta
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          R. Binion, Defeated Leaders
 (NY, 1960) : p.v. ; it studies three French politicians of the early twentieth century. I am indebted to my very able colleague, Dr. Donald N. Baker, for bringing this to my notice.

        

      

    

  


		

    
		

  
    
      PART I 

ANTONIO DEL CORRO (1527-1591) 
“A Fantastic Spaniard” and the Reformation


      

      

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      I. INTRODUCTION

      

      Only a few men of the sixteenth century fled the security of a Spanish Hieronymite monastery for the dangers of an itinerant Calvinist life abroad. Of these Antonio del Corro was perhaps most remarkable. He undertook missionary work in France and the Low Countries, after some training at Lausanne, moved to England to be successively a controversial refugee minister in London, theological lecturer at the famous Elizabethan law schools, the Inns of Court, and obtained a similar post at Oxford which occasioned heated debate there. He ended as an Anglican prebend. Not surprisingly wherever Corro appeared he rapidly became “the center of theological controversy,”1
 while another modem student has given him the designation we have seen fit to appropriate : “the fantastic Spaniard.”2


      Aside from a real, but minor interest as a rather striking person Corro simply was not of the first rank among Reformation figures. His theology, insofar as it is discernible, was largely derivative, and certainly his written efforts had small impact then or afterwards. If anything his numerous time-consuming battles with various adversaries ranging from Theodore Beza to obscure Calvinists and Puritans clearly prevented him from giving the concentrated attention required for more constructive and possibly profound works, if he possessed that capacity. Therefore, however fascinating his private life and wanderings were — and so much is true — we should justify an extended appraisal of a man like Corro.

      Directly put, his importance is, in a sense, largely negative or extrinsic. The fact that Beza took rather great pains to try to 
undermine him over several years indicates that at least one eminent contemporary did not take him lightly. Corro’s range of friends and enemies was enormous, including personages such as the Earl of Leicester, Lord Burghley, Bishops Parker, Grindal, and Sandys, the Châtillon family, Renée of Ferrara, Jeanne d’Albret, and a host of lesser figures stretching from Geneva across France to Antwerp and England. This suggests to us that often through their relations with Corro we can obtain new views of these far more eminent people. Nonetheless, Corro also deserves notice as one of the leading Spanish adherents of the Reformation. While few in number the Spanish Protestants, most of whom were Calvinists, were scattered widely across Europe, and through them we can get something resembling a grass-roots view of the Reformation (and Counterreformation as well) at work.3
 To a considerable extent Corro exemplified this.

      The idea that Corro’s difficulties as a Protestant stemmed primarily from his supposedly odd theology is usually taken for granted. Such a thesis ties together the vast and sprawling unpublished doctoral dissertation by William McFadden which remains the only twentieth century evaluation of Corro in depth.4
 This study relies heavily on McFadden’s exhaustive effort, the product of two decades’ research, which has greatly supplemented our own, especially on numerous factual details. We do not, however, accept his interpretations at every turn, and in most areas, reinforced by the reading of several of Corro’s works, we go our own ways. It is true, however, that led by Beza many charged Corro with one kind of heterodox thought or another, the range of which will be brought out below. But an examination of Corro’s writings makes this writer wonder what the real issues at hand were, and increasingly I am driven to the conclusion that to a considerable degree the theological polemics between Corro and his opponents were frequently “ideological” guises for bitter personal dislikes. The problem in part may also be argued in terms of : was there fire when there was so much smoke ? The emphasis on personalities over and against doctrinal differences is not as tepid as it may appear, and Corro’s own aggressiveness and occasional underhandedness suggest the 
relevance of this approach. It should also be kept firmly in mind that a Spanish heretic, particularly one of the cloth, was by no means welcomed with open arms into the Protestant camps. Indeed, not only was he constantly made aware of Catholic Spain’s continuing interest in his whereabouts, but too often he was considered a follower of Servetus by many Protestants, unless proven otherwise.5
 The popular anti-Spanish feeling in Elizabethan England frequently failed to exempt Spanish heretical refugees from this general opprobrium. To Corro’s credit he did not assimilate and Anglicize as many of his fellows did, nor did he apologize in any way ; rather, he fought back. This last trait was a very consistent and sympathetic one, which set him apart from most of the other Spanish Protestants we have studied.
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          William McFadden, “Life and Works of Antonio del Corro,” unpublished PhD. thesis, Queen’s University of Belfast (1953). I was able to obtain a microfilm copy which is deposited in the Michigan State University library. While Dr. McFadden generously permitted me to use his materials, he has declined an offer to join me directly in combining our efforts here. Prior to his study the sole survey of Corro, which concentrated on his first London years, was in BW
, 3 : pp. 1-77.
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          E.g. the author’s “A Spanish Calvinist Church in Elizabethan London, 1559-65,” Church History
 34 (March, 1965) : pp. 50-56. In the 1740 edition of Gottfried Arnold’s Kirchen und Ketzer Historien
, 1 : p. 338 Corro is treated this way. I owe this reference to Dr. Norman Springer of Goshen College.

        

      

    

  


		

    
		

  
    
      II. FROM THE MONASTERY OF SAN ISIDRO TO ANTWERP (1567)

      Why did Corro become a Calvinist ? Generally most who escaped the bonfires of the autos which began in 1558 chose that Protestant faith even as the Inquisition indiscriminately accused all the Spanish heretics of Lutheranism. It seems to us that the Valladolid and Seville-San Isidro “Lutherans” were actually an ill-defined collection of Evangelical Catholics of a quasi-Erasmist nature and potential Protestants in the very broadest sense of the term. The more actively proselytizing character of mid-century Calvinism and, not least, its greater accessibility to Spain in the south of France and elsewhere account for the initial Calvinism of the Spanish religious refugees.1



      Corro’s background and monastic career are difficult to discern. McFadden followed his subject’s sketchy autobiographical remarks which took up the early part of his Letter to the King
 (Philip II).2
 These, however, were written in 1567, at least ten years after Corro’s flight from Spain, and the context of that work as a whole calls for a cautionary approach towards them. Pretty clearly his first steps towards heresy must be accounted to his monastery’s proximity to Seville, where throughout the 1550’s Juan Gil, Constantino Ponce de la Fuente, and others were building the small conventicle destroyed at the decade’s end. The monastery also provided other noted heretical emigrés, such as Cypriano de Valera and Cassiodoro de Reina.3
 Obviously a party of the Hieronymites were in constant touch with the Seville group. Corro’s ex post facto
 summary suggests he personally became involved on investigating the reasons behind Gil’s being sentenced to some months in reclusion during 1552-3 ; his reading of the man’s writings apparently persuaded Corro not only of his innocence but of his superior religiosity.4
...
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