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      Mentions légales

      Résumé

      De nombreuses Bibles furent illustrées, au XVIe siècle et ces illustrations consistent presque toujours en cartes géographiques : paradis terrestre, pays de Canaan, Exode, Terre Sainte, plans de Jérusalem, les Douze tribus et enfin la Méditerranée avec les voyages de S. Paul. Toutes ces gravures sont étudiées. Cet ouvrage touche à l'histoire du livre, à celle de la gravure, en même temps qu'à l'histoire religieuse du siècle de la Réforme.

      *
**

      Abstract

      A study of maps found in many 16th century Bibles. These maps represent Paradise, the land of Canaan, the Exodus, Jerusalem and the mediterranean with St. Paul's travels. The author traces the uses and reuses of the same maps in the different Bibles and their transformations.
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      PREFACE

      

      The history of maps is part of the history of ideas and, in the case of maps in Bibles, of religious beliefs. Bible maps, like Bible commentaries and pictorial illustrations, communicate ways of thinking about the meaning of scripture. This book grew from a simple question : why were maps published in Bibles ? The answer to that question depends in part on our knowing precisely where and when maps were included in Bibles. In tracking the dissemination of maps through sixteenth-century printed scripture, the catalogue of maps in Bibles presented here constitutes a first step towards unravelling the complex web of religious, historical, and commercial forces that surrounded their creation and gave them meaning.

      Our census is, inevitably, incomplete. To turn the pages of every copy of every edition of every Bible is beyond our means. Our examination of Bibles has been limited largely to the collections listed below, except for Bibles in English where we have attempted a more extensive survey based on the examination of at least one copy of every recorded sixteenth century edition. Our starting point was the extensive collection of Bibles in the British Library (London). Here we inspected virtually every full Bible and each separate New Testament printed between 1500 and 1600. Only Bibles in Hebrew and New Testaments in Greek were omitted, a sample survey having suggested that maps were characteristically not included in these. We also examined other collections, notably those of the British and Foreign Bible Society (Cambridge University Library), the Bibliothèque Nationale and the Societé de l’Histoire du Protestantisme Français (Paris), and the Bibliothèque Publique et Universitaire (Geneva). In all, we examined more than 1,000 books representing over 800 different editions ; of this number, only 176 editions contain maps, all of which (457 in total) are detailed in this work.

      These maps are little known. They have hitherto been largely ignored by bibliographers, and by historians of art, of cartography, and of the printed book. Attention has tended to focus instead on later broadsheet maps of the Holy Land even though 
the Bible maps lie at the very heart of the religious polemic that gave rise to those more familiar maps. In presenting this material, our aim is to classify each map by subject and, as far as possible, to identify its sources, and to trace its use through the period. We have used a broad definition of ‘map’ that covers both ‘picture maps’ and maps in plan. This allows for inclusion of the full range of spatial representation, from pictures that include major features depicted in plan (such as the river network in the cosmological views of the Garden of Eden) to the more conventionally cartographic ‘bird’s eye’ views (where features tend to be portrayed from an oblique perspective), and to plan maps (where information is presented as if seen directly from above). However, we have had to omit all consideration of another important group of biblical illustrations, that of architectural and other plans also included in many Bibles. These depict Solomon’s palace, the temple with its courts, and the camp of the Israelites. No less than maps and narrative illustrations, these plans are also an integral part of the history of Bible illustration, although they have yet to be systematically studied.

      Nearly three-quarters of the books examined contained no maps at all. When maps are present, they occur primarily in full Bibles rather than in New Testaments. The maps described here represent 140 Bibles but only 13 New Testaments, roughly 24 and 2.5 per cent respectively of the books examined. Equally striking is the way maps are distributed amongst Bibles of different languages. They appear primarily in Bibles printed in Dutch, English, and German, and in French Bibles printed in Switzerland or in Swiss-influenced parts of France [Fig. 72]. In separately-printed New Testaments, maps were found only in ten English and three French editions. No maps were found in Spanish or Italian Bibles, and virtually none in Latin Bibles or Bibles printed at Paris. The inference is clear. The history of maps in Bibles is part of the history of the Reformation. Bibles that contain maps are overwhelmingly Protestant editions, or, in the case of the half-dozen Latin Bibles and even fewer Paris-printed and polygot Bibles, were published by printers known to have had reformist sympathies or to have been willing to print reformist literature. Catholic interest in Bible maps seems not to have developed until the last quarter of the century. In short, maps were included in printed Bibles as a result of new attitudes towards scripture and its ancient geographical setting. These historical 
and exegetical aspects are considered further in the Introduction.


      The catalogue has two main parts : the first, organized by map, describes the maps and lists the Bibles in which they appear ; the second, organized by Bible, identifies the Bibles examined and lists their maps. In Part 1 : Description of Maps
, the maps are grouped under eight general subject headings (Eden, Exodus, Canaan etc.) listed in the order in which they normally appear in Bibles, except for world maps and maps of Jerusalem which, because they are rarely found in Bibles of the period, are described laSt. Each subject includes a variety of maps. Some of these form closely related groups derived from a common source while others have various origins. Altogether, thirty-six map types are described and listed according to their subjects in the Summary List
 on p. xxvi. Each different map is identified by a composite number. The first digit indicates the map’s subject group, the second its type within the group, the third a particular variant of the type, and the fourth the individual block or copperplate from which the map was printed. For example, the number 1.1 refers to a map on the subject of the Garden of Eden (1.), and of the type that shows Eden at the centre of the cosmos (1.1), while the distinction 1.1.1 and 1.1.2 differentiates two versions of this Eden type, one showing a pattern of rivers branching naturalistically (1.1.1), the other showing the rivers branching schematically (1.1.2). A further distinction is added since within each of these sub-groups designated 1.1.1 and 1.1.2, specific differences in drawing and cutting indicate that two separate woodblocks, one very likely copied from the other, were used to print the maps within each group. This distinction is indicated by a final digit following an oblique stroke : for the Eden group with schematic rivers, 1.1.2 / 1 and 1.1.2 / 2. The identification number allows for the grouping of maps printed from the same woodblock or copperplate. Map descriptions include details that differentiate copies and indicate the genealogy of such copies where known. These relationships within the large groups of Geneva type maps are summarized in diagrammatic form in Figures 70 and 71.

      In Part 2 : Bibles with Maps
, Bibles are grouped by languages in alphabetical order except for polyglot and Latin Bibles which come firSt. The maps in each Bible are listed along with their numeric code. Like the maps, each Bible has an identifying 
code composed, in this case, of a letter followed by a date. The letter indicates the language of the Bible, the date its date of publication. When several Bibles were published in the same language during the same year, these are differentiated by a final lower-case letter. Thus PY 1565 refers to the polyglot Bible published by I. Schwertel at Wittenberg in 1565. Further access to information in Parts 1 and 2 is provided by indexes of maps, publishers, and places and dates of publication.

      Users of this catalogue should bear in mind a number of bibliographical problems. Because maps were frequently printed on separate sheets for insertion at the appropriate place in the text, it is often difficult to determine whether a map belongs to the book in which it is found, or was once present in a book where there is now no trace of it. A printer or bookseller may have added map sheets to some copies of a particular edition or issue but not to others. Maps may have been intended for but never actually included in some printed editions (possibly Bible DU 1528a). Many maps have been subsequently lost or removed from their books. Or, again, maps have been inserted by later owners into editions for which they were never intended (E 1562b). Occasionally maps may be present as modern facsimiles, though whether the facsimile replaced an original is not always clear (E 1535). As far as possible, we have interpreted such situations by referring to alternative copies, and by noting mention of maps on title pages or in the preliminaries of the book as well as placement instructions printed in the text or on the map. In every case, maps printed as separate leaves that are not accounted for in the pagination or collation of the book are noted as ‘inserted’ to distinguish them from leaves that are accounted for, and from in-text or column maps.

      Finally, it is our pleasure to acknowledge here the debt we owe to individuals and institutions whose generous assistance has made this work possible. At the British Library, our warmest thanks go to Michael Hanson, Michael Maher, and the staff of the North Library ; and to Tony Campbell of the map Library for his advice and encouragement. We are also greatly indebted to Alan Jesson and the Bible Society Library at the University of Cambridge, to Francis Higman at the Institut de l’Histoire de la Réformation (Geneva), and to library personnel at the Bibliothèque du Protestantisme Français, the Bibliothèque Nationale, the Newberry Library, the Folger Shakespeare Library, the 
Huntington Library, the John Rylands Library, and the Pierpont Morgan Library. The responsibility for all errors is, of course, ours alone. Research on English Bibles has been supported in part by a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities. William Ingram of the University of Michigan provided essential computer programming and technical support.
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      INTRODUCTION

      Christian art is almost as old as Christianity. In the early Christian centuries scenes of religious significance were painted on the walls of the catacombs at Rome. By the third century biblical manuscripts were being illuminated with illustrations that included new, specifically Christian subjects as well as others that reached back to Hebraic or still older cultures. Maps of the Holy Land, too, have had a long history. Amongst the early Church fathers, Eusebius (third century) and Jerome (fourth century) almost certainly created maps as part of their study of biblical toponomy. These two strands, Christian manuscript illustration and biblical cartography, intertwine in medieval mappaemundi
 where images of Christian significance appear on world maps that prominently include Canaan and Egypt. Given this long history of biblical cartography on the one hand and biblical illustration on the other, it seems odd that maps were not included as illustrations in the biblical text itself until as late as the third decade of the sixteenth century when maps first appeared in printed Bibles, nearly forty years after Anton Koberger produced the first illustrated printed Bible in 1483.

      Several questions arise from this timelag. What was it that eventually triggered the inclusion of maps in Bibles ? What were these maps created for ? Presumably they were thought of as a different category of illustration from narrative pictures, because they occur in Bibles both with and without such pictures. What then was their purpose ?

      Detailed answers to such questions are not found quickly. To discover how maps function in Bibles we need to examine the context of the Bibles. This in turn means looking at the history of books and of printing, at the history of cartography in the sixteenth century, and at the politics as well as the ideology of the struggle for religious reform in Europe. We have to start, however, with the maps themselves and their
...
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