
		
			[image: Cover]
		

	
		

  
    
      Travaux d’Humanisme et Renaissance

      CLXXXIX

      Clifford M. Brown

with the collaboration of Anna Maria Lorenzoni

      

      
        Isabella d’Este and Lorenzo Da Pavia

        
          Documents for the History of Art and Culture in Renaissance Mantua

        

      

      
        
          
            [image: undescribed image]
          

        

        
          LIBRAIRIE DROZ S.A.

          11, rue Massot

          GENÈVE

        

        1982

      

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      Mentions légales

      Résumé

      Ce livre donne la correspondance entre Isabella d'Este et Lorenzo qui, de 1494 à 1515, acheta à Venise des oeuvres d'art pour le compte de sa patronne. Trois parties peuvent être mis en évidence : une première section traite les Archives de Mantoue, et de ce qu'on y trouve sur Lorenzo de Pavia. On trouve ensuite la transcription de la correspondance composée de 182 lettres. Enfin la troisième partie du livre contient un index par thèmes, subdivisé en six grandes catégories : les artistes, l'art gréco-romain, les instruments de musique, les livres, les arts mineurs et les divers sujets.

      *
**

      Abstract

      The complete correspondance between d'Isabella d'Este and Lorenzo da Pavia, who was responsible for buying works of art in Venice for Isabella's collection. There are full indices.

      *
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      Preface

      

      The unique value and special importance of the Gonzaga papers in the Archivio di Stato in Mantua for Renaissance studies lies primarily in the extent to which the papers of this court have been preserved relative to losses encountered elsewhere. This may explain why scholars such as Garret Mattingly (Renaissance Diplomacy
, Baltimore, 1964) and Roberto Weiss (The Renaissance Discovery of Classical Antiquity
, Oxford, 1969) have relied so heavily in their research on the Gonzaga correspondence files. The paucity of written records for other courts lends an importance to the surviving records in Mantua which they might not otherwise merit. Mattingly and Weiss are not the only scholars to place a seemingly inordinate emphasis on the Gonzaga files. A similar « imbalance » is noted in other fields of humanistic research including the study of the theater. Alessandro d’Ancona (Origini del teatro italiano
, Rome, 1891) made extensive use of the Mantua files due to the absence of written evidence for the more important centers rather than because of any special innovative aspects to the Gonzaga patronage of the theater. In like manner the art historian has had special reason to be grateful both for the preservation of the court correspondence in general and for the survival of Isabella d’Este’s voluminous files. The researcher can find a seemingly inexhaustible amount of information in the some 12,000 letters in the bound volumes of her Copialettere and the nearly 28,000 communications she received between 1490 and 1539.

      It may be difficult to single out any one portion of the carteggi isabelliani
 as having a greater intrinsic importance than some other. Nonetheless it is not incorrect to suggest that her correspondence with Lorenzo da Pavia has and perhaps always will occupy a special place due to the warmth of his style and to the richness and the diversity of the subjects on which these letters touch. The documentation for the publishing schedule of the Aldine press is found in these letters, which also provide information on Isabella d’Este’s negotiations with Giovanni Bellini, an important reference to Leonardo da Vinci and innumerable references to musical instruments, object d’art and Muranese crystalware. In a word the letters addressed to and received from « Lorenco da Pavia in Venecia » touch on all that mattered to a woman of rank and breeding in Renaissance Italy.

      
        Verrà tempo in cui noi prenderemo a considerare

        tutto il carteggio di Isabella con Lorenzo.

      

      (Luzio, Delle Relazioni
, 1890, p. 636, note 4).

      

      Other projects kept Alessandro Luzio from publishing the promised critical edition of the one hundred and eighty two letters. Despite the frequency with which individual items in the file have been referred to in various publications no attempt has been made until now to fulfill that promise. Hopefully the present publication will satisfy the long felt need for an integral edition of the letters Isabella d’Este exchanged with Lorenzo da Pavia. In the pages that follow the reader will find transcriptions of all of the letters that have been preserved, including many which have not previously seen print, as well as subject entries which deal individually with each of the individual issues touched on in letters written between 1496 and 1515.

      *

      Over the years I have been fortunate to have received generous support for my research in the Mantua archives from the Fulbright Hays Commission, the American Council of Learned Societies, the American Philosophical Society and the Canada Council. This has enabled me to embark on an ambitious program of research which has resulted in the present publication in addition to the articles that have already seen print and those projects which are moving towards completion.

      If my work has resulted in publications of some use to the scholarly community, this is in large measure due to warm personal friendship I have been privileged to enjoy with Anna Maria Lorenzoni of the Archivio di Stato di Mantova. Her advice on archival and paleographic matters has and indeed remains an indispensible aspect of my research. Having given generously of her time in checking the accuracy of my transcriptions, in answeringly innumerable questions concerning technical matters and, above all, in providing support and encouragement, I have sought to acknowledge this by having her name appear in print as my collaborator and it so appears once again in the present publication. Some years ago Professor Howard Hibbard admonished a group of over-confident graduate students that few scholars could hope for more than to be able to correct some of the errors and misinterpretations of their predecessors while, at the same time, adding new ones to plague later generations. Recognizing the wisdom of these words, which may apply less to his own scholarship than to the research of others, I have attempted to proceed with due caution but with few illusions. Accordingly it is to be hoped that such merits as this book may possess will outweigh the inconvenience occasioned by such errors and or misinterpretations that may inadvertently have found a home in the pages that follow. Despite the indisputable role Anna Maria Lorenzoni has played in my scholarly life, I have consistently conducted my own research both in and beyond the confines of 
the Mantua archives. Accordingly the errors of fact and of judgment are, therefore, my own.

      I was indeed fortunate to have initiated my art historical studies under Professor Kenneth C. Lindsay (Harpur College : now SUNY Binghamton). His contagious enthusiasm resulted in a graduate career at Columbia when the late Rudolph Wittkower was chairman. I am hopeful that this book may in some measure repay the debts I owe to them and especially to my parents who were warmly supportive of my academic needs despite the considerable financial sacrifices involved. That my father is not alive to enjoy the fruits of his labors is particularly sad for me. For reasons either directly or indirectly connected with research on this book I owe debts of gratitude to a variety of scholars and institutions but especially to Professor Ulrich Middeldorf, Professor James Beck and Professor Dario Covi. In addition to Anna Maria Lorenzoni, I am of course indebted to the staff of the State Archives in Mantua who, if they did not cater to my every whim, were nontheless unfailingly helpful and considerate. Although it is not possible to speak kindly of the former director of the Archives, I am grateful for the warmth and encouragement of scholarly pursuits of the present director Professoressa Adele Bellù.

      As for the dedication it serves to acknowledge the encouragement and moral support without this book and my related research would neither have been initiated or brought to completion.

      Plates 3 and 4 illustrating documents from the Archives in Mantua are reproduced with the permission of the Ministero per i Beni Culturali e Ambientali — Ufficio Centrale per i Beni Archivistici — Divisione IV. — n. 4.3362/57.55 (45).

      

      Whitefish Lake Ontario, 23 July 1981.

      

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      Introductory Comments

      
        Lorenzo da Pavia, qual sta in chasa de Michele Vianello in quella cità, magistro da orghani, ne ha facto intendere como li è portato da Alexandria uno gibetto dal quale se cava el muschio et perché havemo grandissimo desiderio de haverne et non havendone possuto havere fin qui, volemo che domandati a voi el prefato Lorenzo cum farli intendere che havemo inteso del gibetto che l’ha scripto et che magiore piacere non haveria possuto fame como avisarne de questo, et così ve lo fareti portare da voi facendoli cavare de lo gibetto : perché quando non fosse bono, non lo voriamo già tore et facendone prova in presentia vostra como el sii bono, lo comprareti, costa quanto se vole, togliendolo però per megliore mercato che porete et ne lo mandarete subito per uno de lì, insieme cum quello che l’haverà, quale el habi a portare cum destreza, in modo che non si guastasse per el camino.

      

      Having learned from Lorenzo da Pavia of the availability in Venice of a civet cat recently arrived from Alexandria, the Duke of Milan ordered his ambassador in Venice on 22 February 1494 to negotiate the purchase of the coveted musk which was extractable from its glands.1
 This seemingly inconsequential letter to Taddeo da Vimercato nonetheless provides several important facts concerning Lorenzo da Pavia. Ludovico Sforza’s communication identifies Lorenzo as an instrument maker who, though Lombard by parentage, operated from Venice. It locates his workshop in the home of one Michele Vianello, a noted Venetian art collector and patron of music. This association provided Lorenzo with an entry into the upper levels of Venetian society and assured him a familiarity with the leading craftsman of the city. The fact that the Duke of Milan thought to write to Lorenzo suggests that he may have either worked for or at the Milanese court which in fact owned several of his instruments. Lastly this letter presupposes that Lorenzo was on good terms with the principal merchants and traders of mercantile Venice, for on this occasion Ludovico was not in need of his professional skills.

      The existence of this letter, published in 1887, would in itself have assured Lorenzo da Pavia a footnote in any history of Venetian instrument makers. Given the importance of the Milanese document, and the possibilities it suggests, it is disappointing to learn that it is apparently unique among the correspondence now preserved in the Milanese archives. Little comfort would or could be derived from the brief mention of Lorenzo and his colleague Bastiano da Verona in the 1561 Ricordi
 of Fra Sabba da Castiglione, (Addenda - Document VI). Nonetheless the fact that Fra Sabba recommended that the educated man surround himself with works of art as well as with books and musical instruments, such as those made by the forementioned suggests that Lorenzo’s reputation had survived well into the 16th century.

      The name « Laurentius Papiensis musicus », is earlier recorded in the list of those who were present in the Church of San Bartoloméo di Rialto in Venice when Luca Pacioli delivered his lecture on the 5th book of Euclid’s Elementa
 on 11 August 1508.2
 Only some ninety of the nearly 500 persons believed to have been in attendance were singled out in the preface to the discourse published in June of 1509. This provides further evidence that Lorenzo was then thought of as a person of some consequence. More important, though more obscure than Pacioli’s Elementa
, is the Introductio in Chaldaicam Linguam
 which Ambrogio Theseo dei Conti Albonesi published in Pavia in 1539 (Addenda - Document V). It is by far the most detailed of the three published references to Lorenzo although it is less well known than Fra Sabba’s publication.

      
        Tanti praeterea nominis musicalia Laurentii istius instrumenta fuere, ut si quando in precipuis Italiae civitatibus venalia forent, cum Laurentii Papiensis facientis inscriptionem haberent, quamquam precium ingens esse videretur, non pigeret tamen emptorem, ob autoris famigerati autoritatem excellentiamque, pecunias effundere.

      

      Albonesi’s account provides the first clear indication that Lorenzo’s fame had spread throughout Italy and that instruments inscribed with his name were in several distinguished collections. One survives, the organ in the Correr Museum in Venice which is dated to the very year of Ludovico Sforza’s letter (Plates 1-2, see Entry C2). In addition to the inscriptions in Greek on the doors, that in Latin over the keyboard ends with the phrase « Laurentius Papiensis faciebat MCCCCLXXXXIIII ». Among the few extant instruments from the late 15th and early 16th century, this organ takes its place together with the harpsichord made in 1521 by Hieronymus Bononiensis and the instrument built in 1516 for Pope Leo X signed by « Vincenti hoc opus est ».3



      Albonesi’s account ends as it began with a reference to the city of Mantua in which Lorenzo’s mortal remains were interred. It is altogether fitting that Mantua was chosen for his final resting place. It is here in the Mantuan State Archives that one must look for the bulk of the surviving documentation concerning Lorenzo da Pavia. As Isabella d’Este’s correspondence files have survived virtually intact, one can learn more of Lorenzo’s activities than of those of any of his contemporaries.

      One year after Lorenzo da Pavia completed the Correr organ and, assisted the Duke of Milan in his quest of musk, Isabella d’Este visited her sister in Pavia. At that time she saw, heard and perhaps also played a clavichord that Lorenzo had built for Ludovico Sforza’s wife Beatrice d’Este. Wishing to own a similar instrument, Isabella ordered her ambassador in Venice to contact « Maestro Laurentio de Papia organorum fabrefactori » (See Entry C1). The letters to Giorgio Brognolo predate the eighty six letters to Lorenzo which were copied in her Libri dei Copialettere.
 On 29 August 1496 « Lorenco da Pavia » addressed to her the first of the 96 autograph letters still found in the Mantua archives. The file for the clavichord provides many of the details and subtleties which were missing from Ludovico Sforza’s letter. From the Gonzaga correspondence one learns something of Lorenzo’s work schedule ; the viola that had been commissioned for Beatrice d’Este and the clavichord he had contracted to build for the Milanese ambassador to the court in Ferrara. The former instrument had in fact been ordered as a replacement for the viola Beatrice gave to Isabella d’Este’s husband Francesco II Gonzaga. Mantua, Milan and Ferrara : three of the cities alluded to by Ambrogio Theseo dei Conti Albonesi where Lorenzo’s instruments could be seen and heard.

      The author of the Correr organ appears, therefore, to have the unique distinction of being the best known and most amply documented of his contemporaries. Like Vincenti, Lorenzo also made an instrument for Pope Leo X. Vincenti’s harpsichord with his signature has been preserved, although little else is known about him. Conversely, Lorenzo’s double register harpsichord has perished but it can be documented through a group of letters in Isabella d’Este’s correspondence file from the year 1514 (See Entry C3). Despite the time consuming nature of a papal commission, Lorenzo nonetheless found time to carve several maces for Isabella and to negotiate the purchase of an ivory paternoster crown. Although he was forced to delay attending to the repairs of one of her own instruments, he was not remiss in sending her copies of the verses Giovanni Aurelio Augurello and Andrea Navagero had composed for Leo X’s harpsichord. Knowing Isabella’s passion for antiquities, Lorenzo offered to keep on the alert when he was in Rome and anxiously enquired after the objects she acquired during her own trip to Rome later the same year.

      All that was hinted at in Ludovico Sforza’s letter is fully confirmed by the Gonzaga correspondence : Lorenzo’s commercial ties, his association with men of culture and learning, the esteem in which his professional skills were held and his association with a wide variety of men of culture and learning. The file for the papal instrument expands on the names of the cities where his work was known. Rome as well as Urbino must be added to the list. Lorenzo da Pavia’s friendship with the Duchess of Urbino in specifically mentioned in this file. In promising to attend to Isabella’s damaged clavichord at the earliest possible moment, Lorenzo took the opportunity to chide her on the manner in which she maintained her collection and, for her part, Isabella did not hesitate to point out the errors Lorenzo made when carving the ebony maces. By the date of this file, Lorenzo had been corresponding with Isabella for some eighteen years. Accordingly, and as is frequently the case with letters, as opposed to other types of documents such as legal notices, personalities emerge and familiarity leads to that desired expansiveness from which much useful information can be derived.

      From what has thus far been said, it is clear that Lorenzo emerges through the correspondence as a particularly important figure for those concerned with the history of patronage in general and in particular with the manufacture of musical instruments. Yet, and as was noted in the Preface
, musicologists are not the only scholars who have or who may lay claim to these documents. Lorenzo da Pavia’s name is equally familiar to art historians who have long cherished the important references in his letters to Andrea Mantegna, Pietro Perugino, Leonardo da Vinci, Giovanni Bellini and Jan van Eyck. Bibliophiles have their own reasons for being grateful for the preservation of those letters which provide insight into the workings of the Aldine Press in Venice. Any history of the glass factories at Murano cannot overlook the frequent and important references in the letters Isabella exchanged with Lorenzo ; letters which touch on a variety of matters including the manufacture of paternoster crowns and the importation of goods from the Levant. Accordingly one must the more regret that other labors prevented Alessandro Luzio from editing the promised critical edition of the 182 letters which are the subject of the present study.

      *

      This edition of Isabella’s correspondence with Lorenzo is divided into three sections, the second of which contains transcriptions of the one hundred and eighty two letters in the correspondence file. This is preceded by an Introductory Essay dealing firstly with the Mantuan archives in so far as the Lorenzo da Pavia material is concerned and then with his life and career. The third and final section of the book contains the Subject Entries which are subdivided into six main categories : Artists, Antiquities, Musical Instruments, Books, The Minor Arts
 and Miscellaneous.



      The manner in which the correspondence is presented has in large measure been determined by the material itself. The correspondence deals with a substantial number of issues which may be grouped together under the forementioned categories ; references to them being scattered throughout the correspondence. This presents somewhat of a problem for the researcher who may desire a more expedient route to references to a given problem without having to read through less relevant material. Accordingly, while the correspondence itself is presented in a strictly chronological order, each of the major and most of the minor matters touched on in the letters is discussed in a separate entry.

      Although self-contained units, these subjects entries can be used either by themselves or approached from the documents. A cross-listing of location is found at the beginning of the former and the end of the latter. Thus the reader of Document 82, the letter Lorenzo wrote on 3 January 1504, is directed to A4
 for a discussion of that passage concerning the progress made by Giovanni Bellini on the Nativity, to E5
 for additional particulars on Maces and E10
 for the Bedframe. Each entry begins with a similar listing, cataloguing all of the letters in the file which contain relevant references. This is followed by a summary of the information found in the letters exchanged with Isabella as well as in those addressed to or written by other agents involved in the negotiations. In most entries, but on a selective basis, related material has been introduced from the files of Isabella d’Este’s other correspondents. Thus only ninteen of the more than seventy two documents discussed under E2
 (Muranese Crystalware) were written by or to Lorenzo. Ideally reference should be made in each entry to every shred of related material in Isabella’s files, the published as well as the unpublished documentation. Such a procedure might have permitted a more scientific cross-referencing to the material that has already seen print. Although laudable it would have fundamentally altered the character of the present study which places its emphasis on Lorenzo da Pavia’s correspondence.

      It follows from the foregoing that supportive documentation has not been drawn from sources in Mantua other than those files belonging to Isabella d’Este. At the same time it has not been possible to include reference even to published material from other archives. Accordingly no mention will be found under E6 (Paternoster Crowns) to the inventories of Cardinal Sigismondo Gonzaga, Duke Federico Gonzaga and Margherita Paleologa or to those such as the one drawn up for Lucrezia Borgia, which is in the State Archives in Modena.4



      In addition to these limitations the reader may encounter yet another as only a minimum of critical comments have been provided. Statements of fact, summaries of the contents of the files have been carefully separated from opinions. It was felt that the researcher required an unencumbered access to the former rather than opinions or speculation as to the meaning or the import of key texts from a non-specialist. Indeed in several instances, as for example as regards the building of or the repairs to musical instruments, the precise significance of the document may not be entirely clear even to the specialists due to the paucity of supporting information from other sources. Accordingly and perhaps regrettably a lengthy discussion of the pictures for the Studiolo and the objet d’art housed in the Grotta would be as much out of place here as would any attempt to place in the larger context the information gleaned from the Gonzaga carteggi on the production of Muranese crystalware.

      This book will have fulfilled the author’s objective if it succeeds in giving researchers direct access to a significant body of documentation ; providing accurate transcriptions, reliable archival citations and intelligent summaries of the factual content of the letters.

      The introductory comments conclude with a brief discussion of Lorenzo da Pavia’s career but it leaves aside any consideration of his patron Isabella d’Este. Indeed enough has already seen print about her life that it would have been redundant in the present context to have summarized the familiar and the well known. Given the variety of specialized readers for whom this book was intended it might have been presumptuous to have attempted to rewrite the history of patronage at the Gonzaga court from the standpoint of the correspondence with Lorenzo da Pavia. The interested reader, whether the art historian, the musicologist or literary historian has any number of texts from which to choose and from which he may form such critical opinions as are required by his own research. Especially useful to the study of the corpus is the Il Lusso di Isabella d’Este
 which was published by Alessandro Luzio and Rodolfo Renier in 1896. With...
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