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      Mentions légales

      Résumé

      Le cercle d’humanistes viennois autour de Conrad Celtis, Jakob Ziegler, Johannes Aventin, Joachim Vadian, forma un parti de restauration nationale germanique à l’influence trop peu connue en France. Ces humanistes patriotes furent d’importants façonneurs d’opinion en Allemagne, par leurs nombreux ouvrages, pamphlets, lettres et commentaires. Ils développèrent et illustrèrent dans leurs écrits un anti-papisme varié et sévère, dont on peut retrouver l’influence dans les écrits de Luther.
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      Abstract

      This work investigates the segment of German humanist political opinions of Conrad Celtis, his Viennese associates Jakob Ziegler, Johannes Aventin, and Joachim Vadian, and the more familiar figures of Erasmus of Rotterdam and Ulrich von Hutten. What emerges from this study of personal convictions is that these humanists formed an influential party of national restoration. The passion driving their politics was patriotism - an enthusiastic love of the German nation, its culture, its heritage, and its potential.
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      INTRODUCTION

      

      Any claim that either the German humanists or the political scene in Germany in the first decades of the sixteenth century are neglected subjects will almost certainly be greeted with skepticism. Legions of historians have carefully reconstructed the biographies of the major humanists, have discovered their contributions to literature, philosophy, religion, and the sciences, and have traced their legacy through the centuries. At the moment there seems little left about these subjects that remains to be clarified. Likewise historians have flooded both considerable light and ink on the men, movements, and policies of this age, one pregnant with inestimable consequences for Germany and Europe. Yet rare is the historian who has treated the humanists as individuals aware of their contemporary political surroundings, even though their letters brim with concern and reflection about the times. Rarer still is the historian who has treated these perceptions as having much contemporary value or impact, even though the bare lists of their writings testify to their desire to inform and influence.

      The purpose of this work is to investigate a segment of humanist political opinions by sketching those of Conrad Celtis and his associates, referred to in shorthand form as the “Vienna circle.” As used throughout “politics,” “political opinions,” and several other equivalents mean the immediate and often passionate beliefs these humanists held about 
contemporary rulers, their policies, and various solutions to current problems. These terms do not refer to philosophical investigations of such topics as political organization or kingship.1
 What emerges from this study of personal convictions is that these humanists formed an influential party of national restoration, which certainly formed alliances with other turn-of-the-century politicians and movements, but never allowed itself to be fully identified with any of them for very long. Humanist politics, therefore, cannot be lumped with other contemporary political programs variously described as conservative or Ghibelline or even Protestant. The passion driving their politics was patriotism--the love of the German nation, its culture, its heritage, and its potential, all of which they magnified many times over. Their objective was a strong, free nation which meant slightly different things to different humanists. Some wanted a strong empire, some believed a confederation was required, and others wanted some sort of broad-based mobilization of the common man against the nation’s enemies. Yet to all of them freedom meant a concerted effort to safeguard the sovereignty of the nation, best achieved through national unity and moral earnestness. There was also universal agreement among them as to why the nation was not so great as it had been and why it was not so united as it ought to be. The problem was the perceived anti-German polices of the papacy and the imperious men who wore the triple crown.

      Besides Celtis, the humanists who contributed the most to this strain of humanist politics are the familiar figures of Erasmus of Rotterdam and Ulrich von Hutten. However, they also include humanists who do not enjoy equal scholarly fame such as Jakob Ziegler, Johannes Aventin, and Joachim Vadian (who were students of Celtis and corresponded with Erasmus, Hutten, and the 
reformers). All of these humanists were important opinion-makers in Germany as well. One finds a gauge of their collective commitment to shaping belief in the number of pamphlets, open letters, and commentaries they wrote for both the educated and the common man. And the variety of antipapal images these works contain is in turn evidence that what they saw as Roman tyranny transfixed their imagination. Roman tyranny authenticated their desire for a stronger, freer Germany as Well as undergirded their interpretations of German history back to at least the Investiture Controversy of the eleventh century. An antipapal stance also served as the surest standard for measuring their contemporaries’ love of country, including and especially the emperor. The passionate antipapalism of these humanists thoroughly impregnated their patriotism and their idealistic search for unity.

      After chapter one places the German humanist tradition in the context of current political and intellectual histories, the second chapter will locate the fifteenth-century origins of this species of humanist politics. It grew out of the princely opposition (publicly waged by Gregor Heimburg) to the papacy allied with Frederick III, was diverted by Maximilian I for his own political purposes, and was confirmed by the experiences of individual humanists in the city of Rome. Chapter three will examine the contributions that Celtis, Erasmus, and Hutten made to the humanist critique of the papacy. The following chapters will concentrate respectively on the three important humanists of the Vienna circle : Ziegler, Aventin, and Vadian. Chapter seven will survey the writings of Martin Luther in order to show how the chief German reformer of their time transformed this aspect of the humanistic tradition into Lutheran propaganda.
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          James D. Tracy developed the distinction in The Politics of Erasmus : A Pacifist Intellectual and His Political Milieu
 (Toronto : University of Toronto Press, 1978), 5.

        

      

    

  


		

    
		

  
    
      CHAPTER I
CURRENT PERSPECTIVES ON THE POLITICS 
OF GERMAN HUMANISM

      The sixteenth-century Germans who were passionate about the contemporary political scene generally took the imperial pretensions of the papacy as a serious threat. The modern historians who write about the period generally do not. Not surprisingly there is presently little discussion among historians about German humanist political opinions concerning what a number of humanists believed was Roman tyranny. Prevailing conceptions about the turn-of-the-century power structure, about the overwhelming significance and influence of Protestant reformers, and about the incompetence of humanist political writings have also made the prospect of expanding that discussion appear unattractive. Moreover, many historians are unconvinced that humanists in general, or smaller circles of them, articulated an entirely free-standing political outlook.

      Take for example the observations of Anthony Grafton and Lisa Jardine. The close relationship many humanists enjoyed with early modern rulers has led these historians to assert that humanists of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries propagated an educational and intellectual program that “fitted the needs of the new Europe that was taking shape, with its closed governing élites, hereditary offices and strenuous efforts to close off debate on vital political and social questions.”1
 The patronage of the powerful allowed humanists to kill off  scholastic philosophy, “a system far better adapted to many of the traditional intellectual and practical needs of European society,”2
 and dominate learning. In return, humanists became allies of the early modern rulers and aided in their drive to accumulate even more power by educating cadres of underlings with “a properly docile attitude towards authority… made to order for the Europe of the Counter-Reformation and of late Protestant orthodoxy.”3



      The alliance of humanists and rulers and the use of humanist scholarship in the state-building projects of the powerful are certainly important features of the German humanist movement. For example, Herman Wiesflecker, Maximilian I’s foremost modern biographer, has stressed the close ties between Germany’s leading humanists and Maximilian’s “cultural politics.” Maximilian employed Hutten and Celtis in his “literary-publicist service” to praise noisily Hapsburg dynastic designs. So successful were these propagandists that “hardly an audible disapproving voice was raised through the many years against Maximilian’s grand politics, the Italian campaign, coronation, [plans for a] crusade, or the restoration of the empire.”4
 In a study of the literature of Maximilian’s court, Jan-Dirk Müller noted that Celtis’s circle and the humanistic studies at the University of Vienna he inaugurated were also parts of the emperor’s absolutist apparatus. Both yielded intellectuals who glorified Maximilian’s life and achievements as well as educated generations of court officials for the Hapsburgs.5
 And Heinrich Lutz in his work on Conrad Peutinger, another associate of the emperor, has characterized Peutinger’s “humanist world of thought” as centered on the empire6
 and “saturated by a conservative, in many respects even restorationist, ideology.”7
 Thomas Brady, Jr. called Peutinger’s humanism the “ideological hull for what may be called ‘the Habsburg system in South Germany.’”8
 And while admitting that “there is no adequate guide to this subject,” Brady observed that “no German humanist yet studied deviated much from the deep conservatism displayed by the northern humanists as a group.”9



      Recent studies, such as Paolo Prodi’s examination of the early modern papacy, have thrown more light on the conservative political superstructure for which the humanists are said to be spokesmen. Prodi notes that by the middle of the fifteenth century the papacy had abandoned its attempt to pretend sovereignty over the emperor in order to concentrate on making the Papal States an absolutist state. In fact Nicholas V’s 1448 concordat with Frederick III represented “a new law” in which the pope and emperor recognized and treated one another as “two secular sovereign states despite the cover of ideology used by the papacy.”10
 The Concordat of Vienna also heightened Frederick’s growing authority over his territorial churches which the pope exchanged for the emperor’s neutrality towards the conciliarists at Basel.11
 In light of Rome’s willingness to allow the Hapsburgs to govern the church in their own lands, humanist railings against Rome’s financial expropriations look like a cover for Maximilian’s aim “to make what the priests have our own,”12
 to adapt the words attributed to his father, Frederick : “Pfaffengut ist also unser Kammergut.
”

      For the historians cited, an account of humanist political opinions would amount to an exposition of the ideology of the ruling class in the process of building early modern absolutist regimes. Moreover, their influence would presumably have been confined to the small circles of well educated and powerful men.13
 Yet the intellectual and cultural historians of the Reformation, who in large measure reject any materialist analysis of power and ideology, have given humanists no greater independence of outlook and scarcely more influence. These historians often view German humanist criticisms of Rome and the hierarchy of the Roman Church more as religious than political pronouncements. Lewis Spitz in his survey of the major German humanists wrote that “the humanists were really carried along by the general late medieval stream of protest and reform.”14
 A. G. Dickens further asserted that the humanists merely “appealed to emotions grounded upon centuries of struggle… and they had been clearly expressed by intellectuals, ecclesiastics and politicians long before humanism began to touch Germany.”15
 Therefore, the most profound historical importance of the German humanist tradition does not lie in itself, but in the fact that “ultimately [humanists] acted as midwives to the Lutheran Reformation.”16
 This idea has become a standard feature of the biographies of many humanists. For Dickens, Erasmus was “the first great figure of the sixteenth-century Reformation--a fact obscured by his quarrel with Luther over secondary issues…. He had been the indiscreet boy who suddenly exclaimed that the Emperor wore no clothes--or, more precisely, that the Pope was far too scantily clad in the basic documents of the Christian faith.”17
 And for Spitz, the “anticurial sentiment” of Conrad Celtis was “portentous for the coming Reformation struggle with Rome.”18



      Spitz and Bernd Moeller in influential essays on German humanists and the Reformation movement noted that the German humanists almost to a man were Luther’s first proponents and thrust him before the nation’s attention. They did so because they mistook Luther for one of their own. “It was a constructive misunderstanding,” wrote Moeller, “that made the humanists into supporters of Luther, and it is not too much to say that this misconception raised the Reformation from the concern of one man to a revolution in world history.”19
 But the alliance of humanists and reformers was too fragile to last, breaking down because the older humanists were committed sons of the Church and feared the breakdown of order Luther’s writings apparently were unleashing. Only the youngest humanists, Spitz’s “third generation,”20
 became lifelong supporters of Luther21
 and in the process became decidedly less humanist. This position too has become an attribute of important humanist biographies. In his life of Wolfgang Capito, James Kittelson observed that this young clergyman found the culmination of his humanist inclinations in the Evangelical movement which gave humanists “the strength to put their newly-acquired possession of classical culture once more into the service of the Christian ideal.”22
 Similarly Werner Näf suggested that humanist ideas were more important in the youthful phase in Vadian’s intellectual biography, less so after he discovered Luther’s writings when a new religious intensity awoke within him.23
 The arrival of the Reformation, then, spelled the end of humanist influence in the debate on reform and other issues in church politics, influence which merely brought on the Reformation in the first place.
...
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