
		
			[image: Cover]
		

	
		

  
    
      Travaux d’Humanisme et Renaissance

      CLV

      
        A. W. Lovett

      

      

      
        PHILIP II AND MATEO VÁZQUEZ DE LECA :

        The Government of Spain (1572 - 1592)

      

      
        
          
            [image: undescribed image]
          

        

        
          GENÈVE

          LIBRAIRIE DROZ

          11, RUE MASSOT

        

        1977

      

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      Mentions légales

      Résumé

      Mateo Vasquez de Leca a été conseillé, puis secrétaire d'Etat de Philippe II, de 1572 à 1590. Sa vie et sa carrière éveillent l'intérêt car il fut l'acteur et le témoin de la transformation de cette Espagne de la seconde moitié du XVIe siècle qui d'européenne est devenue atlantique.

      *
**

      Abstract

      The life und career of Mateo Vasquez de Leca, counselor and secretary of Philip II of Spain, from 1572 to 1590, at the very time of Spain's transformation into an Atlantic nation.

      *
**

      
        
          www.droz.org
        

      

      *
**

      
        Références papier

      

      ISBN-10 : 2-600-03068-9

      EAN : 9782600030687

      ISSN : 0082-6081

      Copyright (1977) by Librairie Droz S.A., 11, rue Massot, Genève.

      All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or translated in any form, by
               print, photoprint, microfilm, microfiche or any other means without written permission.

      Distribué en France par de Boccard :

      
        
          www.deboccard.com
        

      

      *
**

      
        Références numériques

      

      EAN ePUB : 9782600330688

      EAN PDF : 9782600130684

      ISSN : 0082-6081

      Copyright (2021) by Librairie Droz S.A., 11, rue Massot, Genève.

      All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or translated
               in any form, by print, photoprint, microfilm, microfiche or any other
               means without written permission.

      *
**

      
        Où trouver ce livre ?

      

      En librairies numériques ou sur le site de la Librairie Droz


      *
**

      
        Comment citer ce livre ?

      

      Afin que les lecteurs des différentes formes de cet ouvrage aient des
               références communes et puissent citer ce livre de la même façon, les
               numéros de pages de la version papier ont été conservés dans le flux du
               texte sous la forme {p. AAA} et les numéros de notes conservés à
               l'identique. Ce livre numérique peut donc être cité de la même manière
               que sa version papier.

      Dans cette version en ligne un clic sur l'icône de
               droite "Citer ce livre" vous permet d'enregistrer la référence
               bibliographique dans vos signets (page "Mes citations"). La sélection
               d'une portion du texte fait apparaître un bouton "Citation" qui vous
               permet d'enregistrer cette citation et sa référence à la page près.

      Les références de ce livre sont également
               intégralement prises en compte dans l'outil de gestion références
               bibliographiques Zotero.

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      PREFACE

      

      The opportunity to acknowledge past debts is one of the main pleasures of writing. I would like to thank a number of institutions which have supported me over the years. The present study grew from a doctoral thesis which was financed by a three year grant from the then British Ministry of Education. At the end of this period the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs awarded me a generous scholarship with which I was able to pass another year working in Spanish archives. In 1969 a selection committee of Newcastle University, with perhaps greater benevolence than discrimination, elected me as one of their Sir James Knott Fellows. During my stay at Newcastle I came to appreciate not merely the liberality of a past benefactor but also the courtesy and kindness of the History Department in that university. In subsequent years a variety of institutions, suspending all rational criteria, have granted me money with which to continue my research. Prominent amongst these are The Twenty-Seven Foundation, the British Academy, and the National University of Ireland.

      In the course of research I have incurred many personal debts. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Professors Barrow, Finley, Lynch, and Wilson, and Dr. R.C. Smail. Only those who have applied for an academic post in recent years can appreciate the patience and forbearance of those who undertake to act as a referee.

      I similarly owe an immense debt to the libraries in which I have worked. Without exception I have met with unobtrusive and expert helpfulness. In this respect I am under a special obligation, as the reader will soon discover, to the Instituto Valencia de Don Juan. It was the formidable Don Pedro Longás who first allowed me to consult the collection. Stern and eccentric, it was he who allowed me to write this book. I also spent many pleasant moments at the end of the day talking to the old porter, Atanasio, about all sorts of things.

      Of all the courtesies and kindnesses the one which touched me most was that shown to me by M. Didier Ozanam, former Secrétaire général of the Casa de Velázquez in Madrid. I appeared one day out of the blue at the gates of the Casa de Velázquez and demanded lodging. Kit-bag on my shoulder and a shoe sticking out of either pocket, I looked like a vagabond under full sail. There °as no good reason why M. Ozanam should have allowed me to say in the magnificent French residence but he did. And it was in the Casa de Velázquez that my admiration and awe of French scholarship °as confirmed and enhanced. I have returned many times to the Casa de Velázquez and I have always been treated with unfailing generosity. It is to the Casa de Velázquez, therefore, that I dedicate this book in a spirit of lasting gratitude.
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      INTRODUCTION

      

      When Charles V abdicated in a colourful and moving ceremony in the capital of his Burgundian inheritance he bequeathed to his eldest son a collection of lands bound by a dynastic principle and little else. It was the task of Philip II to transform the southern half of his father’s empire into a political creation with a clear sense of a national identity.

      The composition of the bureaucracy reflected the various stages in this process of change. The administrators of Charles V and of Philip II in the opening years were aristocratic and international in both outlook and origin. This can be attributed to the character of the empire and its emperor. But once his son had established himself in Castile and indicated his intention of remaining permanently — a decision symbolised by the building of the Escorial, the headquarters of the monarchy and the place where it buried its dead — the quality of the state’s servants altered. If Gattinara or Granvelle had been representative of the old order, Cardinal Espinosa and Cristóbal de Moura embodied the new. Diego de Espinosa was possibly the more influential of the two since he establislied the pattern in which others were to follow. Although a man of prodigious industry, he lacked completely the breadth of his predecessors. His vision of the world was very much restricted ; his principal concerns were with the Church — admittedly, in its Tridentine form — and the administration of the New World. He had little of the finesse and cosmopolitan outlook which had marked a former generation of royal officials. Espinosa exemplified in his person the metamorphosis of the government itself. Intellectually, and to some extent, politically, the King and his administrators shut themselves off from European developments and chose to concentrate more upon domestic and colonial concerns.

      Espinosa’s immediate heir, and the man who carried his message into the dispatch of the King himself, was his one time secretary, Mateo Vázquez de Leca. Mateo Vázquez consolidated, if in a more muted style, the work of the Cardinal. His credentials for such a task proved, under the newly revised scheme, impeccable. Of obscure, not to say dubious, background, he grew up in Seville. His attitude was conditioned in its entirety by the atmosphere of this great southern city. In spite of an excellent formal education, he had little sympathy, and even less contact, with the culture of Renaissance or Humanist Europe. His preoccupations were centred exclusively upon Spain, its empire and its church.

      It was during his term of service that a fully Castilianised empire emerged. If his papers have any value as historical evidence, they reveal a slow shift in the focus of royal interests and policies in the period from c. 1565 to c. 1590. Although the Netherlands became the major investment of the state, the King 
and his immediate entourage devoted surprisingly little time to the discussion of the problem. Their energies and interests were more exercised by details of internal administration and the ever more pressing needs of Imperial defence. Spain in the second half of the sixteenth century ceased to be a European state and became an Atlantic one, this even though it refused to accept its changed character by making Lisbon, and not Madrid, its new capital. The life and career of Mateo Vázquez de Leca was a part of, and a witness to, this transformation.

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      Chapter first 

THE GENEALOGY OF MATEO VÁZQUEZ

      

      In June, 1572, Dr. Lorca, the Inquisitor of, ‘the Kingdom of Sardinia’, opened an inquiry into the origins of Mateo Vázquez de Leca.1
 His preliminary investigation took place before the notary of the ‘secreto’ of the Sardinian Tribunal, Miguel Barba. Later in the same year he sent out a letter to all the governors and bishops of the island ordering them to furnish any information which might assist his inquiries. In November, 1572, he personally questioned twelve witnesses in the presence of Juan Baptista de Marsi, podestà of Ajaccio, and Juan Baptista Castellon, Chancellor and notary of the said city. As a result of his cross-examination it was established that Mateo Vázquez’s father, Santo de Ambrosini, had come from the town of Coya on the island of Corsica and that his parents, Juan de Ambrosini and Juana de Vico, had lived in the same place. Vázquez’s mother, Isabel de Luchiano was the daughter of Juan de Luchiano and Catalina de Reuano, again natives of Corsica, although the genealogy, being less interested in the maternal line, failed to mention from exactly where.

      Dr. Lorca’s witnesses went on to testify that the secretary’s father and paternal grandfather had been of ‘clean’ descent, without the slightest taint. They affirmed, moreover, that both sets of ancestors descended from one of the noblest, if not the noblest, family on the island, namely, the House of Lecha. On the basis of this and other evidence the Inquisition concluded that the subject of its inquiry, Mateo Vázquez, was entitled to trace his ancestry back to Count Juan Paulo, the last independant ruler of Corsica before the Genoese conquest in the early sixteenth century.

      The Sardinian Inquisition also believed that it had established the exact circumstances both of Vázquez’s birth and his early childhood. His parents had been married in accordance with the law of the Church. When his mother was far advanced in her first pregnancy, a marauding band of Turks (sic
) sacked the town of Coya and carried her off prisoner along with the other inhabitants. According to eyewitnesses, Isabel de Luchiano was about thirty years old at the time. They further reported that in captivity she gave birth to a son whom Santo de Ambrosini was subsequently to acknowledge as his. Four witnesses 
testified under oath to the story of Isabel de Luchiano’s capture and the birth of a son.

      The document from which the details of the 1572 inquiry are derived took note of an earlier investigation carried out in Seville in 1561. The proceedings “ad perpetuam rei memoriam” held in July of that year were presided over by Juan Alvárez de Toledo and Andrés de Montoya. These officials interrogated two witness, both native Corsicans, one of whom had actually been present at the sack of Coya. Both stated that at the time Isabel de Luchiano had been about thirty and had been in the last stages of pregnancy. They, too, had been carried off and imprisoned by the Turks (in Algiers) where, during the course of their captivity, they had met up with Isabel de Luchiano. The meeting occurred approximately two months after her confinement. One of the witnesses recalled a further chance encounter : after they had been liberated he saw Isabel de Luchiano in Seville and recognised her as the same person he had met in Algiers. A third witness, who had been captured by the Turks some three years after the raid on Coya, gave evidence which bore out what the two Corsicans had said. While in captivity he had come into contact with Isabel de Luchiano and her little boy, who was about three years old. Later, after he had been ransomed, he went to Seville where he met and recognised his fellow captive from Algiers. The Castilian officials seized on this coincidence in the various testimonies. They announced themselves satisfied that the captive from Coya and the mother of the secretary were one and the same.

      In adult life Vázquez showed himself diffident about his past — rightly so. Yet the higher his office, the greater the need to discover a suitable pedigree. The secretary and his associates worked for years to produce something appropriate. The Count of Barajas had been actively engaged on the project since 1579, if not before.2
 In the autumn of that year he tried to hearten Vázquez by telling him that he remained convinced as to the authenticity of the secretary’s lineage ; nor had he forgotten the inquiry carried out by the Sardinian Inquisition, or the fact that his friend descended from Count Juan Paulo, Count of Ginarca and Lord of the House of Lecha. He felt bound, however, to tell Vázquez that many ill intentioned people scoffed openly at the accepted version of Vázquez’s descent. Despite public scepticism the business of the genealogy continued to be driven hard. The most knowledgeable and the most eminent in the land were conscripted for the task. Pedro Núñez de Toledo, Arias Montano, and Furio Ceriol scoured the authorities to establish the full extent of Vázquez’s ancestry ; and by the autumn of 1584 the latter felt himself competent to discuss the finer points of the secretary’s coat of arms.3


      Not a moment too soon. The cacophony of derision and disrespect swelled daily ; it was becoming positively unendurable. Vázquez’s self-confidence began to wilt under the strain. His expressions of disgust at the world and its ways multiplied ; and — a sure sign of deep depression — they acquired a nautical 
flavour. His only hope was to leave the terrestrial Babylon to which he found himself condemned : he wished to escape from the storms and tempest which were ever ready to fall upon the lone mariner as he scudded across the gulf of life.4
 More alarmingly, this sense of despair appears to have communicated itself to Vázquez’s collaborators. The whole business of the genealogy could not be ended quickly enough for Pedro Núñez de Toledo.5
 Something had to be done, and without delay.

      Luckily by the winter of 1584 the unflagging efforts of Vázquez and his team were at last beginning to show positive results. After a number of false starts and a few last minute additions a proud secretary was able in 1585 to unveil his family tree “for the happiness of the good and the confusion of the bad.”6
 He had been compelled to take this step because, as he put it, his enemies and detractors had shamelessly declared “that they did not know whose son I was.” The genealogy would resolve the question and silence the malevolent once and for all. Indeed, Vázquez confessed that he had been quite overcome by the sight of “so much Imperial and royal blood”7
 flowing in the veins of his ancestors.

      The Lecas traced their origins back to the Roman Republic. The founder of the house had belonged to the Patrician Order.8
 Under the Empire the family continued to prosper and eventually rose to honours yet greater than those of Republican days. One of their number Isigino, alias Iginus or Idiginus, Leca had the distinction of descending directly in the male line from Constantine the Great of Blessed Memory.9
 It was he who had become Duke of Albania ; and it was from him that the present Leca clan took its origins. The ducal Lecas, scions and descendents of Isigino, flourished until 1190 when the house fell on hard times “as a result of the wars of Greece.” These had forced many members of the family to take to a life of freebooting “in various provinces where the sun rises and sets.” Confirmation of these facts — if any were needed — could be found by consultation of the French royal library at Fontainebleau which contained, inter alia, the work of John Lascaris, the ultimate authority on the progeny of Constantine the Great. This same source would also bear out that another branch of the Leca family had established itself in the western half of the Roman Empire. One of its members had been sent to Cologne as Governor of the province of Germany. A descendent of his had returned to Rome where he changed his name from Colonia to Colonna. It was therefore obvious that the existing houses of Leca and Colonna had the same ancestry, although the former represented, of course, the senior branch.

      

      A mysterious Nicolò Cernovichio, alias Angelo, Duke of Salona and Prince of Macedonia, had, in his capacity as the legitimate heir to the last ruler of Constantinople, confirmed that the house of Leca did indeed spring from the Eastern Emperors. He made the affirmation under solemn oath in Madrid on 6th August, 1583. Later in that same year Cernovichio elevated Vázquez to the rank of. Count of La Bellona with, amongst other things, the right “to legitimise every sort of bastard, provided that he is not an illustrious prince, count or baron.”10


      The authenticity of Vázquez’s lineage could be further demonstrated by comparing the coats of arms of the various families which claimed descent from Constantine. Whatever the differences of detail, they all, including the Lecas, bore the common legend ‘In. Hoc Signo Vinces’.11
.

      The genealogy also related how, in more recent times, Juan Paulo de Leca had ruled the island of Corsica. He was a descendent of Count Hugo Colonna who had once held sway over the island ; and this gave the genealogists another opportunity to stress the ties of blood and fortune between the families of Leca and Colonna. The researcliers in fact found no difficulty in linking the private secretary of Philip II with the historical figures who had been paraded in such profusion. They pronounced themselves satisfied that Mateo Vázquez, on the basis of the evidence, was entitled to claim descent from Juan Paulo de Leca and was, therefore of ancient, noble, and pure stock in both the paternal and maternal line (sic
). They also saw fit to mention that the city of Seville had accorded Vázquez an exceptional honour which could only reinforce belief in his illustrious origins. Whenever he returned to Seville “se le buelve la blanca de la carne,” a distinction granted only to those of undisputed nobility.12


      Vázquez remained faithful to the above version of his ancestry for the rest of his life.13
 Well wishers, however, were not deterred from suggesting embellishments. One thought he could prove that the Lecas had originally been natives of the Iberian peninsula : they had been compelled to move to Italy for safety in the aftermath of the Visigothic invasion.14
 Flattering — and useful — though this attribution might have been, it had to be written off to over imagination. Another was actually foolhardy enough to dispute the patrician or senatorial origins of the Lecas although he did make partial amends by extolling the martial courage of the family and the number of consuls and tribunes which it had given to the Republic.15
 In 1590 Antonio de Toledo drew Vázquez’s attention to a very promising ancestor, M. Porcia Laecca, sponsor of the famous Porcian Law to which St Paul, no less, had alluded in the Acts of the Apostles.16
 The 
similarity of patronymics could not be fortuitous. Ancient and modern must be related. Nor given the strong Latin element was it possible to overlook the connection with Romulus and Remus. Could anyone be really surprised that the foster mother of this heroic pair, Acca Laurentia, had children who took the surname of Lecca ?17


      The genealogy of 1585, however wobbly it might have been, served a vital function. Vázquez had no trouble in convincing his associates or creatures that he was of Corsican extraction, and noble into the bargain. But it was altogether another matter to induce the Church, in particular the disdainful and exclusive Chapter of Seville, to credit a foundling’s story. And believe it, from Vázquez’s point of view, they must. His family tree, the mature product of many years stilled any whispers of doubt and, in so doing, achieved its purpose. In 1586, a year after the official unveiling, Vázquez had sufficient confidence to write to the Archbishop of Seville asking him to favour his eldest nephew. The petition recited a by now familiar story : although born poor, the secretary was a great-great-grandson in the direct male line of Count Juan Paulo de Leca “who was Lord of the Kingdom of Corsica and a descendent of Count Hugo Colonna who was also ruler of Corsica”18
 ; adverse fortune explained the fall and dispersal of a once powerful family. The Archbishop, whatever private misgivings he may have had, could hardly query an ancestry established by the Inquisition and confirmed by the leading authorities.

      Vázquez accepted the heritage of his pedigree with a certain generosity. He employed a permanent agent, Bernardo de Quesada, to locate his Italian relatives. In June, 1584, the latter came across a likely candidate in the form of an impecunious Captain Ludovico de Leca.19
 A fortnight after the initial contact, Quesada reported jubilantly that the Captain had passed the qualifying examination by proving that the country of Ginarca had belonged to his father.20
 As it turned out, Ludovico de Leca did not live long enough to put his windfall to good account. He died in 1585. Quesada saw to it that he was buried, according to his rank and station, in the vault of his (putative) great-grandfather, Juan Paulo de Leca, Count of, Ginarca.21


      Others benefited from Vázquez’s discovery of the past.22
 The Italian aristocrat, Marc Antonio Colonna, for one, fell in readily with the scheme of things. In a delicately turned letter he expressed his pleasure at the discovery 
that he and the secretary were of common stock.23
 Other members of the Colonna family did not find it hard to follow suit. At the same time Vázquez extended willingly his patronage to the families of former benefactors and in particular to the relatives of Diego Alderete, his first master.24
 In order, moreover, to foster credence in the official story of his childhood — a modern Moses from the bullrushes — Vázquez sponsored the ransom of Corsican prisoners from the Barbary pirates : and in his will he made a specific provision for the redemption of one such captive.25


      It was, perhaps, as a result of his interest in this type of charitable work that Vázquez received news of a long lost brother in the summer of 1587. As if to add piquancy, the subject of the story had been held captive for a number of years in Algiers. When the bearer of these tidings arrived in Madrid, Vázquez’s agent, Antonio Canopulo swooped and prevented him from circulating freely at Court.26
 The information he brought was then rigorously sifted. It transpired after further inquiry that the prisoner from Algiers was not the secretary’s full but his half-brother, Pier Antone de Santo de Ambrosino. Apparently Vázquez’s father, Santo de Ambrosini, thinking that his first wife was dead, had married again and Pier Antone was one of the children born to this second marriage. Once Mateo Vázquez had satisfied himself about the details of the case — and this took time —, he arranged for Pier Antone’s ransom and release. Pier Antone was not brought to Spain to meet or thank his benefactor. Instead, he was returned immediately on the secretary’s instructions to Corsica. Vázquez issued the order out of deference to his mother’s feelings. Doña Isabel de Leca was apparently mortified by the speed with which her husband had forgotten her.27


      Although the truth or otherwise of Vázquez’s ancestry will never be known, there are indications that even he lacked conviction in the version which he had so laboriously created. On at least two occasions he disassociated himself from the Corsican community in the peninsula. In an unguarded moment he told his brother-in-law, Gerónimo de Gasol, that he knew nothing of the island, being a native of Seville, born and bred.28
 On another he inveighed bitterly against the practice of special intercession and in particular that which the Corsicans in Spain attempted to use for their own advancement.29


      

      In the last century two distinguished Spanish historians, Gaspar Muro and Miguel de Bethencourt, began to collect material for a life of the secretary. Disbelieving almost entirely Vázquez’s account of his origins, Bethencourt searched through the baptismal records of the parish of Santa Ana de Triana, the Archive of the Cathedral of Seville, and the Colombina in an effort to find an entry under Mateo Vázquez Luchiano.30
 He was looking for the surname Luchiano since all children born out of wedlock took the mother’s name. He found nothing.31
 In spite of this, Bethencourt remained convinced that Vázquez had been born in Seville and was not the son of Santo de Ambrosini. A number of curious features had aroused his suspicions. Vázquez’s mother lived in the Arrabal de Triana, an undesirable quarter and one much frequented by foreigners “of a low class.” She was desperately poor. Bethencourt implies that she may either have earned or supplemented her income from prostitution. Secondly, Vázquez’s father, if he was that, made no attempt to rejoin his spouse after her release, if she had ever been imprisoned.32
 Bethencourt’s doubts might at first sight appear uncharitable and perhaps unchivalrous. It is possible that the future secretary was born in a prison, even a corsair one, and did manage to survive the perils of an early childhood spent under such conditions.33
 He might conceivably have been brought to Seville, where he undoubtedly grew up. In all this, however, there is, as Bethencourt pointed out, one glaring inconsistency in the official version of the origins of Mateo Vázquez and his younger sister. María de Leca.

      In 1599 Francisco de Gasol, son of Gerόnimo de Gasol and Marfa de Leca, petitioned to become a knight of the Order of Santiago. Before he could be accepted, his ancestry was carefully scrutinised.34
 According to the evidence produced in the course of the formal examination his father hailed from the town of Tremp in the diocesis of Urgel. His mother originated from Corsica and was the daughter of Santo Ambrogino de Leca and Isabeta (sic
) de Luchiano. This account had, to all intents and purposes, been long accepted. Yet herein lay a transparent incongruity. It is possible that Santo Ambrogino (or Ambrosini) fathered Mateo Vázquez. He could not possibly have begotten his sister, María, junior by a number of years, since on the evidence he never joined his wife in Spain.
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          Ibid.
 f. 135 2nd July 1584 Same to same. Quesada went over Vázquez’s tree with the Captain making one or two minor alterations in the process. Once the latter recognised a common ancestry he conceived an immediate and strong affection “… y a comencado a querer a v.m. mucho como a senor y parentesco suyo y como digo cierto es hombre de lindo entendimiento.”

        

      

    

    
      21

      
           Envío 57 Box 76 Packet 3 f. 142 13th November 1585 Same to same “… el buen capitan Ludovico de Lecca, murio anoche…”

        

      

    

    
      22

      
          Petitions for favour from long lost ‘relatives’ are to be found scattered throughout the entire correspondence, as are the secretary’s replies.

        

      

    

    p.8

    
      23

      
          Envίo 57 Box 76 Packet 3 f. 110 14th February 1583 M. Ant° Colonna to MV. For an attempt of another member of the Colonna family to engage Vázquez’s bounty, cf Envío 57 Box 76 Packet 6 f. 103 25th October 1587.

        

      

    

    
      24

      
          Cf. Envío 55 f. 161 8th October 1583 MV to K. It opens : “Don Gaspar de Salinas se queda muriendo y por ser hijo de Dona Bua
 Alderete con quien mis deudos tanto deudo tenian…”

        

      

    

    
      25

      
          For the will see Chapter 8 pp. 208 ff. The relevant section reads : “Iten mando que se den de mi hacienda cien ducados para la redencion de up cautivo por una vez, que se saque de poder de infieles y que sea natural de la isla de Corcega.

        

      

    

    
      26

      
          Envío 54 Box 70 Bk 3 f. 65 17th August 1587 Antonio Canopulo to MV.

        

      

    

    
      27

      
          Ibid.
 f. 73 5th January 1588 Andrea Gasparo Corso to MV. The ransom amounted to 2,000 ducats, Envίo 57 Box 76 Packet 6 f. 31 8th October 1587 Andrea Gasparo Corso to Juan Gasparo Corso. News of Pier Antone’s whereabouts was first brought by a renegade who was trying to secure his own pardon and return to Corsica.

        

      

    

    
      28

      
          Envίo 54 Box 70 Bk 3 f. 407 Opens in MV hand : “Este padre es de Calui y va a Roma y a Corcega…”

        

      

    

    
      29

      
          Envίo71 f. 440r.

        

      

    

    p.9

    
      30

      
          The follwing observations are to be found in a series of letters sent by Muro and Bethencourt to Don Guillermo de Osma. These are dated 1870 and 1871. The letters are kept in the third box of a set of four with the title ‘Mateo Vázquez’ and these are housed in the library of the Instituto Valencia de Don Juan.

        

      

    

    
      31

      
          His researches had not been exhaustive. He had not had time to consult the ‘escribanias.’

        

      

    

    
      32

      
          This observation together with the remarks about the Arrabal de Triana was made in a letter dated 26th January 1871.

        

      

    

    
      33

      
          Vázquez claimed that the Duke of Medinasidonia had been responsible for his redemption, Envío 51 f. 173 8th September 1575 MV to K.

        

      

    

    
      34

      
          A(rchivo) H(istόrico) N(acional) Ordenes Militares Santiago Pruebas de Caballeros Gasol y de Leca, Francisco de. Caja 642 Expte
 3352.

        

      

    

  


		

    
		

  
    
      Chapter III 

THE RISE OF MATEO VÁZQUEZ

      The first direct exchange between the King and Vázquez in what became the standard format dates from 6th September, 1572. The future secretary commemorated the event by writing on the dorse : “the first note His Majesty wrote to me, the Cardinal my master having died yesterday, Friday, the fifth of the said month, between eight and nine in the morning.”1
 Although Philip had used Vázquez before as an amanuensis, this was the first time his secretarial status was clearly acknowledged. The King ordered him to make a copy of the last — unreadable — ‘consulta’ of the Cardinal, returning both the original and the copy two or three days “leaving a margin in case it should prove necessary to write something.” Philip added in a revealing aside “in the meantime I will continue to arrange a few items of the most pressing urgency on the basis of your paper which remains with me here.” As if to underscore the significance of the moment he further instructed Vázquez “to keep the papers and to guard the secret of the things which are not made public” and concluded with the solemn affirmation “I trust you and I will bear in mind and care for you and everything relating to the Cardinal, as is only right.”
...
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