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        Entre son commentaire des épîtres pauliniennes et de l’épître aux Hébreux et avant celui qu’il
                    donnera des Evangiles, Jean Calvin, dans sa volonté de commenter tout le Nouveau Testament,
                    s’intéressa à cinq des sept épîtres catholiques : Pierre 1, Jean 1, Jacques, Pierre 2 et Jude. En
                    suivant l’ordre des péricopes, il commence habituellement par l’examen du vocabulaire, du sens des
                    mots grecs, en commentant les traductions (Vulgate, Erasme) et en s’attachant aux cas (grammaire).
                    Dans un deuxième temps, il étudie le contenu, paraphrasant et analysant, comparant à Paul, soulevant
                    des interrogations et offrant un Respondeo (dialectique). Enfin, il conclut par la formule Summa
                    est, qui se termine par une exhortation (rhétorique), saisissant le texte pour s’opposer aux arrêts
                    du Concile de Trente sur l’ambiguïté des Ecritures et sur la notion d’élection par les mérites.
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      INTRODUCTION 

      In 1544 John Calvin wrote a pair of treatises against the radical
                        Reformation : one against the Anabaptists and one against the
                    Libertines. According to Calvin these two sects were two branches of one and the
                    same tree, both revitalising old church heresies. The Reformer warned his
                    readers that, in spite of the evidence of their errors, these heretics seduced
                    many people. Therefore he felt under divine obligation to speak out against
                    these sects, to arm his readers with the Word of God against their errors
                    Calvin started his polemic against the radical Reformation with a treatise
                    against the Anabaptists, promising his readers he would continue with a work
                    against the Libertines. This first treatise, the Brieve
                    Instruction
, was the result of a close co-operation between Calvin and
                    Guillaume Farel.

      In the early 1540s Farel was confronted with Anabaptism in his church in
                    Neuchâtel. In 1543 people present at a Reformed baptism ceremony demanded that
                    the minister justify his actions, since scripture, as they read it, did not
                    speak about infant baptism, and in 1544 1500
                    copies of a French translation of an Anabaptist treatise were circulated in the
                    town. Farel suspected one of his colleagues of having permitted its
                        publication. In a letter to Calvin he complained about the
                    influence of this treatise in Neuchâtel. According to Farel the story about an
                    Anabaptist martyr included in this treatise made it credible to a lot of people
                    If we are to believe this letter to Calvin, the Anabaptists were especially
                    successful among the lepers. Because the simple people were all too susceptible
                    to the dangerous poison of the Anabaptists, Farel thought a refutation
                    necessary. Surprisingly enough Farel asked Calvin to write this refutation
                    Farel was a prolific writer himself and, as his letter to Calvin shows, he had
                    clear ideas how this polemic against the Anabaptists should be written.

      Moreover, at the
                    very moment of Farel’s request Calvin was overloaded with work, and Farel was
                    well aware of that
                    Calvin was, how ever willing to oblige Farel’s request, and in March, 1544
                    Calvin informed Farel that he had started writing a book against the
                        Anabaptists.
                    Calvin’s Brieve Instruction
 was in print as early as the summer of
                    1544.

      

      This brief outline of the events preceding the publication of the Brieve
                        Instruction
 raises several questions which will be answered below.
                    First, I will answer the question of which Anabaptist treatise Farel sent to
                    Calvin. Second, I will suggest three explanations why Farel asked Calvin to
                    write a treatise against the Neuchâtel Anabaptists instead of taking up his pen
                    himself. I will do so by describing Farel’s role in the Reformed polemic against
                    Anabaptism. Third, I will elaborate on how Calvin met Farel’s request. After
                    these paragraphs on the events preceding the publication of the Brieve
                        Instruction
, I will give a brief outline of Calvin’s treatise.
                    Finally I will say some words about its influence.

      
        THE SCHLEITHEIM ARTICLES 

        Some scholars have suggested that Farel sent Hubmaier’s Von der
                            christlichen Taufe
 to Calvin and that Calvin primarily wrote his
                            Brieve Instruction
 against Hubmaier’s text.
                        Balke has however conclusively shown that Farel actually sent the
                        Schleitheim Articles to Calvin. This is evident from Farel’s description of the
                        Anabaptist treatise as well as from Calvin’s Brieve
                        Instruction
. Farel’s reference to the story of an Anabaptist martyr
                        included in the treatise fits the Schleitheim Articles – which indeed
                        included the story of Michael Sattler’s death - but not Hubmaier’s text.
                        Moreover, in his Brieve Instruction
 Calvin follows the
                        Schleitheim Articles step by step. The French translation of these articles
                        which circulated in Neuchâtel has, however, not come down to us.

        The Schleitheim Articles were written in 1527 by Michael Sattler. By that
                        time it was becoming clear that the Zwinglian Reformation and Anabaptism
                        were going different ways, and both sides were demarcating the lines by stressing
                        their own beliefs, as well as by writing polemical treatises. The Zurich
                        Reformer Huldrych Zwingli had been quick in recognising the differences
                        between himself and the later Anabaptist leaders. Already in early 1525
                        Zurich decided to impose infant baptism and ban the brethren from the
                            city. Michael Sattler was among those who were forced to
                        leave. After the unhappy events in Zurich, Sattler’s role within the
                        Anabaptist movement became more and more important. After leaving Zurich, he
                        became active in Strasbourg. During the winter of 1526-1527 he wrote a
                        letter to Bucer and Capito to tell them that his conscience forbade him to
                        accept the Reformers’ doctrines, since they erred on Baptism, the Supper,
                        the sword, the oath and the ban. He therefore felt obliged to leave the
                            city. The same Michael Sattler was the driving force
                        behind the Schleitheim Articles. During a conference in Schleitheim in
                        February, 1527, seven articles were drawn up, describing the Anabaptist
                        position on Baptism, the ban, the Supper, separation, shepherds in the
                        church, the sword, and the oath. Roughly speaking, the same points were covered
                        in these Articles as in Sattler’s letter to Capito and Bucer. To my mind,
                        this is an indication that the Schleitheim Articles were meant not only to
                        formulate an Anabaptist doctrine, but also to differentiate Anabaptism from
                        the Reformed Reformation.

        Shortly after the Schleitheim Conference some Anabaptists were arrested, and
                        Sattler was among them. Some of them recanted and were released ; Sattler
                        did not recant and was sentenced to death in May, 1527. His posthumous
                        influence was important, for very soon numerous copies of the Schleitheim
                        Articles circulated in manuscript. Often these copies included the account
                        on Sattler’s trial and death. Between 1527 and 1529 the earliest printed
                        version of the Articles appeared in Worms.

        Whether on purpose or not, the Schleitheim Articles in fact served to
                        demarcate the lines between Anabaptism and the Reformed Reformation, for
                        they induced Reformers to take up their pen against them. The first reply
                        was, not surprisingly, written by the Zurich Reformer Zwingli. In his
                            Elenchus
 he translated the Articles into Latin and refuted
                        the Anabaptist Articles item by item. In
                        his refutation he did not confine himself to the Schleitheim opinions : he
                        rather used the Articles as a hat-rack to combat Anabaptist errors in
                        general. This is extremely clear at the end of Zwingli’s refutation, where
                        he deals with soul sleep. According to Zwingli the Anabaptists taught that
                        the soul slept between a person’s death and the day of the last
                            judgement. The Schleitheim
                        Articles are, however, completely silent on this subject.

      

      
        FAREL’S ROLE IN THE REFORMED POLEMIC AGAINST
                        ANABAPTISM 

        Other Reformers followed Zwingli’s example and spoke out against Anabaptism
                        as well. During the 1530s Reformed Reformers tried to curb Anabaptist
                        influence by writing treatises against Anabaptism and by participating in
                        public disputes against it. During these years the
                        number of subjects under discussion multiplied. Beside the points outlined
                        in the Schleitheim Articles and Zwingli’s Elenchus
, economic
                        questions such as slavery, usury and the tithe, as well as human
                        perfectibility became important. In
                        Strasbourg Bucer attacked Melchior Hoffman’s doctrine on the incarnation of
                        Christ. According to Hoffman receiving a human body implied sharing the sins
                        of humanity. He therefore maintained that Christ had received his body from
                        heaven, and not from his mother Mary. Against this opinion Bucer published
                        his Handlung gegen Hoffman
. This book was basicaly a defence of
                        the old-church confession of Chalcedon. According to Bucer Christ had
                        received his body from Mary. Contrary to Hoffman
                        Bucer believed that this did not imply that Christ shared the sins of
                        humanity. By taking up a human body, Christ had reconciled humanity and
                            divinity.
                        During these years Bucer reached a clear position against Anabaptism. He was
                        the leading force behind the Strasbourg synod which drew clear lines between
                        Bucer’s reformation and the radical reformation. By 1533 Bucer urged the
                        council to take severe measures against their opponents. The city council
                        however hesitated to do so and only after the Münster-revolution in 1534 the
                        council decided to ban the Anabaptists from the city.

        While other leading Reformers were speaking out against Anabaptism loud and
                        clear, Guillaume Farel still made a plea for moderation. In 1529 he wrote to
                        Bucer that brotherly love would be the way to overcome Anabaptism. In the subsequent
                        versions of his short catechetical treatise, Sommaire
, Farel
                        refrained from any criticism of the Anabaptists. This is remarkable, for the
                        tone of his Sommaire
 is not irenic, but rather polemic. In his
                            Sommaire
 however Farel confines himself to rebuking the
                        Catholics, remaining silent on the question of Anabaptism. This is not an
                        accident. Farel’s own position on baptism in his Sommaire
 comes
                        close to the Anabaptist position. In his Sommaire
 he links
                        baptism with a confession of one’s faith, thus implying adult baptism.
                        Although several revised editions of the Sommaire
 appeared,
                        Farel maintained this chapter on baptism unaltered until 1542. Farel’s moderate position made him
                        susceptible to the accusation of having Anabaptist sympathies himself. This
                        becomes evident from the revised, 1542 edition of the Sommaire
.
                        In this edition Farel felt it necessary to defend himself against the charge
                        of having supported adult baptism. Farel’s
                        awkward position in the Anabaptist debate was probably one reason for his
                        asking Calvin to take up his pen, instead of doing the job himself. A second
                        reason for asking Calvin to step into the debate was probably his admiration
                        for Calvin’s gifts as an author, linked with a low esteem for his own
                        writing capacities. In his 1542 Sommaire
 he had highly praised
                        Calvin’s Institutes. According to Farel his Sommaire
 could not
                        compete with Calvin’s book. This public judgement on Calvin’s
                            Institutes
 was not just kind words, but was seriously
                        meant, for on several occasions Farel asked Calvin to write a polemical
                            treatise. For the
                        rest, Calvin shared Farel’s judgement on their writing gifts. The former was
                        rather negative about Farel’s treatises : they lacked structure and were
                        written in a boring style. This might explain Calvin’s willingness to meet
                        Farel’s request : I assume that Calvin thought himself better equipped than
                        Farel to write against the Anabaptists. Farel might have had a third reason
                        to ask Calvin to write his Brieve Instruction
. Calvin was
                        concerned about the influence of Anabaptism, and his own work reveals his
                        concern with this movement. Shortly before he wrote his Brieve
                            Instruction
 he had published a new Latin edition of his
                            Institutes
 (1543). Calvin had appended polemical paragraphs
                        against the Anabaptists to this latest version. For his Brieve Instruction
 Calvin
                        could therefore draw on the polemical paragraphs he had already written. In
                        his request to Calvin to write against the Anabaptists, Farel indeed
                        suggested that Calvin could easily fulfil this task.

      

      
        THE WRITING PROCESS 
OF THE BRIEVE
                            INSTRUCTION

                    

        As I have stated above, the Brieve Instruction
 was a close
                        co-operation between Farel and Calvin. Farel not only urged Calvin to write
                        something against the Schleitheim Articles ; he also made some suggestions
                        about how this treatise should be written. According to Farel, Calvin’s
                        treatise should at least contain two parts : a French translation of his
                            Psychopannychia
 and a reply to the Schleitheim
                            Articles.

        Calvin had written his Psychopannychia
 in 1534 but had delayed
                        its publication until 1542. In this treatise he dealt with the doctrine that
                        the soul slept between a person’s death and the last judgement. His decision
                        to postpone the publication of the Psychopannychia
 could have been
                        influenced by the unfavourable opinion of Capito, and initially Bucer, on
                        it. Bucer then changed his opinion on Calvin’s text : in 1538 he urged
                        Calvin to publish it. Unlike Capito, Farel seems to have
                        been positive about the Psychopannychia
. Farel’s favourable
                        opinion on the Psychopannychia
 can be deduced from Calvin’s
                        aborted plan to ask Farel to write a dedication, and from several encouragements
                        from Farel to Calvin to publish his treatise in a French translation.
                        According to Farel a French translation would be to the use of many : ‘non
                        tantum ut a perverso revocentur errore vel ut possint delirantibus
                        resistere, verum etiam ut multa in sacris intelligant quae in eo opere
                        explicantur clarius’. Farel’s suggestion to append a French
                        translation of the Psychopannychia
 to the Brieve
                            Instruction
 thus fits within his positive regard for Calvin’s
                        text.

        

        During the writing process of the Brieve Instruction
 Calvin and
                        Farel stayed in close touch. In a letter of March, 1544, Calvin proposed to
                        Farel that he would dedicate his text to the ministers of Neuchâtel.
                        Moreover he announced to Farel that he would send him a first draft of his
                        treatise for criticism. While Calvin was working on a refuta tion of the
                        Anabaptist booklet circulating in Neuchâtel, Bern interfered. The city
                        council of Bern wrote a letter to the council of Neuchâtel to warn them
                        about the Anabaptist treatises circulating in their town and to express
                        their surprise that Neuchâtel had not taken proper measures against either
                        the author or the book. Farel was worried about Bern’s
                        interference, and almost immediately after Bern’s action he wrote to
                        Calvin : ‘vereor me magis ratio pontificia hic servetur quam apostolica.’ He
                        feared that their interference might close off open dialogue with the
                        Anabaptists. In the same letter Farel urged Calvin to be quick with his
                            writing.
                        In spite of the pressure from Bern, it seems that Farel succeeded in
                        organising a meeting with the Anabaptists, but the records of this dispute
                        seem to be lost. There is some evidence that Farel sent
                        these records to Calvin. Towards the end
                        of April, Farel wrote to Calvin about the first draft of the Brieve
                            Instruction
. This means that Calvin had indeed been quick ; he
                        had written the Brieve Instruction
 within one month. In his
                        reply Farel asked Calvin to moderate the preface of the Brieve
                            Instruction
, and he asked Calvin, for the second time, to append
                        a translation of his Psychopanychia
 to his treatise. Obviously Calvin
                        had not done so in his first draft.

        Calvin took Farel’s criticism to heart and in his final version he indeed
                        included a condensed translation of the Psychopannychia
.
                        Whether Calvin met Farel’s request to soften the tone of his treatise cannot
                        be decided, since we are unable to compare a first and a second version.

      

      
        BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE BRIEVE
                            INSTRUCTION



        The final result of Calvin’s work was published during the summer of 1544.
                        Calvin had composed it along the lines he had discussed with Farel in their
                        correspondence preceding the publication. After a dedication to the
                        ministers of Neuchâtel, he refuted the Schleitheim Articles step by step. He
                        did not confine himself to these Schleitheim Articles, but merely used them
                        as a hat-rack to tackle other, supposed Anabaptist errors as well. To
                        mention but two examples of Calvin’s side-steps : in this part of his
                        treatise Calvin also criticizes the community of goods which was according
                        to him propagated by his opponents, and the Anabaptist’s erroneous opinion
                        on marriage. These points do not occur in the Schleitheim Articles, and the
                        Anabaptist errors described by Calvin were certainly not held by Anabaptists
                        in general. Calvin however was not concerned about the differences between
                        Anabaptist groups, but, when it suited his rhetorical purpose, tarred them
                        all with the same brush. Although in this first part Calvin did not confine
                        himself to the Schleitheim Articles, the structure of his text is clearly
                        dictated by them. After this refutation he moves on to two other hallmarks
                        of Anabaptism : the doctrine of the incarnation of Christ, and the doctrine
                        of soul sleep. In his chapter on the incarnation of Christ Calvin seems to
                        pick up the discussion between Hoffman and Bucer. Against Hoffman’s ideas
                        Calvin argues that Christ took a human nature in order to reconcile humanity
                        and divinity.
                        Contrary to the Anabaptist leader Calvin maintains that Christ’s human
                        nature did not diminish his glory. Calvin’s polemic against soul sleep is
                        basically a reworking of his Psychopannychia
. Calvin dropped
                        the greater part of his references to the Church Fathers and his exposés on
                        the exegesis of biblical texts. Jean-François Gilmont has described Calvin’s
                        use of the French and Latin languages and has highlighted that Calvin had a
                        different public in mind when writing in French or in Latin. His
                        reworking of the Latin Psychopannychia
 is a clear example of
                        Calvin’s adjustment to his public. Besides this adaptation to his public,
                        there is another major difference between the original version of the
                            Psychopannychia
 and the condensed version of it used in the
                            Brieve Instruction
. In the 1542 edition Calvin hardly
                        mentioned his opponents. In his letter of dedication and in the last
                        sentences of the Psychopannychia
 he accuses the Anabaptists of
                        holding this doctrine, but in the other parts of this treatise Calvin’s
                        opponents remain anonymous. In the
                            Brieve Instruction
 Calvin explicitly linked the doctrine of
                        soul sleep with Anabaptism. This link had been established before :
                        Bullinger and Zwingli had charged the Anabaptists with the same error. This accusation is
                        prob lematic, for Anabaptists holding this doctrine are not known to modern
                        scholars. It could be that we simply do not know the Anabaptists believing
                        that the soul slept after a person’s death. A letter from Capito to Calvin
                        seems to imply that the doctrine of soul sleep was not widely spread, for he
                        warned Calvin that his treatise only served to draw attention to it. If my
                        explanation of Capito’s warning is right, it would be understandable that
                        ‘these dreamers’ are not known to modern scholars. It could also be that
                        Calvin’s accusation was merely rhetorical. The Reformed Reformation ascribed
                        all possible errors to the Anabaptists to picture them in the darkest tones
                        and the accusation of believing in the heresy of soul sleep possibly fits
                        within this pattern.

      

      
        INFLUENCE 

        Calvin’s Brieve Instruction
 belongs to a second phase of the
                        polemic between the Reformed Reformation and the radical Reformation. Calvin
                        did not use new arguments against his opponents, but rather repeats the
                        familiar objections against them. The Brieve Instruction
 thus
                        reflects the picture of the Anabaptists shaped by predecessors like Zwingli
                        and Bucer. By the time Calvin wrote his treatise accusations, refutations
                        and descriptions of Anabaptists had become stereotypes, and this makes it
                        difficult to detect the sources Calvin used. It would have been natural if
                        Calvin had primarily used Zwingli’s text against the Schleitheim Articles.
                        In his request that Calvin write the Brieve Instruction
 Farel
                        referred to Zwingli’s work. Stauffer has however shown that the Zurich Reformer
                        was not a major source of Calvin’s writing. A
                        second natural source would have been Bucer’s polemic against Hoffman.
                        Although Calvin did not read German, one might suppose that he had had the
                        opportunity to learn about this polemic. His Strasbourg stay would have
                        afforded him opportunity to learn about its contents. I suppose that Calvin
                        used Bucer’s polemic especially in his paragraphs on the sins against the
                        Holy Spirit, and in his paragraphs on the incarnation of Christ. A
                        third obvious source was Calvin’s own Institutes
. There are a
                        number of similarities between the Brieve Instructio
n and the
                            Institutes
, and it is evident that Calvin drew on them.

        The character of the Brieve Instruction
 as a repetition of older
                        insights also makes it difficult to measure its influence. Des Gallars
                        described the Brieve Instruction
 as a valuable contribution to
                        the whole debate, because it had been written ‘in our language’. According
                        to him a French treatise against the Anabaptists had been a necessity,
                        because until 1544 nobody had refuted them in French. Apparently there
                        was indeed a market for Calvin’s treatise, for shortly after the publication
                        of the first version a second edition of the Brieve Instruction

                            appeared. Generally speaking the Reformed polemic helped to
                        create a negative image of the Anabaptists, and one may assume that Calvin’s
                        treatise contributed to this picture of a revolutionary movement threatening
                        civil order. This picture of the Anabaptists was influential, since it
                        provided the theoretical basis for taking legal measures against them. The
                        same might be true in this specific case. The Neuchâtel ministers were
                        positive about Calvin’s Brieve Instruction
, but we know of no
                        Anabaptists who were impressed by Calvin’s arguments. Already before Calvin
                        had his treatise published the Neuchâtel authorities, following the example
                        of Bern, had published an edict against the Anabaptists. Although
                        Farel had feared the ‘reasoning of pontiffs’, Calvin’s picture of
                        Anabaptism as a seri ous menace to civil order may have helped to foster a
                        context of violence. This link between rhetoric and persecution is apparent
                        when Calvin accuses his opponents of Donatism, for in Austria in Calvin’s
                        days the old Roman laws against Donatists were still being used to sentence
                        heretics to death.

      

      
        TECHNICAL DETAILS 

        For this critical edition the text of Calvin’s first edition has been used.
                        There are some differences between the first and the second editions of the
                            Brieve Instruction
. Some obvious errors in the text, and
                        some mistaken marginal references to biblical texts have been corrected in
                        the second edition. These corrections have been noted in the textual
                        apparatus. In addition, the orthography of the second edition differs from
                        that of the first, but these differences have not been noted in the
                        apparatus.

        Calvin’s quotations are printed in italics. This is somewhat arbitrary. When
                        Calvin quoted the Bible he used the Vulgate, and differences between the
                        biblical text and his quotation could be due to his translation.
                        Furthermore, when Calvin quoted the Bible he usually quoted from memory. He
                        did not take time to check his references and this haste caused some
                            errors. The matter of quotation of the
                        Schleitheim Articles is even more complicated, for we do not possess the
                        translation Calvin used. A comparison between Calvin’s quotation and his
                        source is therefore impossible. We face a similar problem with the
                        quotations from Church Fathers : we often do not know which editions were
                        used by Calvin. These problems make it
                        impos sible to indicate with certainty when Calvin quoted literally and when
                        he did not.

        In the footnotes I have mentioned similarities between the Brieve
                            Instruction
 and Reformed polemics prior to Calvin’s treatise. As
                        the reader will see, I have mentioned Bullinger’s treatise in a few cases.
                        It seems implausible that Calvin actually used this treatise, because it was
                        written in German. In some cases however, a reference to Bullinger’s work
                        may help in comprehending the general context of Calvin’s writing and thus
                        in understanding the Brieve Instruction
.

        
          Editions of the Brieve instruction contre
                            les anabaptistes 

          A. Brieve instruction, pour armer tous bons fideles contre les erreurs de
                            la secte commune des anabaptistes.

              [Marque à l’épée flamboyante avec la devise Non veni pacem
                                mittere in terram, sed gladium
]

              A Geneve par Jehan Girard. 1544.

              In 80
, 190 p.

              BC 44/7

          

          B. Brieve instruction pour armer tous bons fideles contre les erreurs de
                            la secte commune des anabaptistes.

              [Marque à l’épée flamboyante avec la devise Non veni pacem
                                mittere in terram, sed gladium
]

              A Geneve par Jehan Girard. 1545.

              In 80
, 170 p.

              BC 45/3

        

        
          Latin translations 

          Brevis instructio muniendis fidelibus adversus errores sectae
                            anabaptistarum. Item adversus fanaticam et furiosam sectam libertinorum,
                            qui se spirituales vocant. Authore Johanne Calvino. Nunc primum e
                            Gallico versa Latine per Nicolaum Gallasium. Argentorati per Windelinum
                            Rihelium. Anno MDXLVI.

          In 8º, 140 p.

          (BC 46/1)

          

          Joannis Calvini opuscula omnia in unum volumen collecta. Quibus accessit
                            libellus nunc primum editus, De aeterna Dei praedes tinatione,
                            adversus Albertum Pighium Campensem, et Georgium Siculum. Locorum sacrae
                            Scripturae in his opusculis obiter interpretatorum index.

              [Marque à l’enfant au palmier].

              Genevae Apud Joannem Gerardum MDLII, 466-576.

              In 2º, 938p.

              (BC 52/8)

          

          Joannis Calvini opuscula. De animae immortalitate. Contra Anabaptistas,
                            Libertinos et Franciscum quendam. De vitandis superstitionibus. Contra
                            Pseudonicodemos et consilia Phil. Melancthonis, Martini Buceri, Petri
                            Martyris, et eiusdem Calvini, etiam conclusio et duae epistolae. Cum
                            copiosissimo indice, et rerum et locorum sacrae Scripturae ab ipso
                            authore interpretatorum. [Marque aux deux hommes arrosant et plantant].
                            Excudebat Nicolaus Barbirius, et Thomas Courteau, MDLXIII, 8-345. In 8º,
                            489 p. (BC 63/17).

        

        
          The present edition 

          The following principles for editing have been observed :

          * I have respected the orthography of the base text (A) with these
                            exceptions :

          
            
              
–

i
 and j, u
 and v
 are used
                                    as in modern French ;

            

            
              
–
 the apostrophe and cedilla are used as in
                                    modern French ;

            

            
              
–
 a distinction has been made between
                                        à
 and a, là
 and la,
                                        où
 and ou
, and dès
 and
                                        des
 ;

            

            
              
–
 an acute accent is given to the final stressed
                                        é
 ;

            

            
              
–
 the use of capitals is
                                standardised ;

            

            
              
–
 the punctuation is normalised ;

            

            
              
–
 all contractions, except for titles, names
                                    denoting rank or dignity and biblical books are given in
                                    full ;

            

            
              
–
 printer’s errors are emended and noted in the
                                    textual apparatus. A correction is marked with <> ; an
                                    insertion is marked with [ ].

            

          

          * Abbreviations used in the apparatus are :

          
            
              
–

om
 : omitted

            

            
              
–

mg
 : in margin.

            

          

          * Marginalia from text A are included in the subject apparatus ;
                            marginalia from text B are mentioned in the textual apparatus.

          *
                            Paragraphs are inserted in accordance with the sense. * Page numbers of
                            the original edition are noted in [] * Column numbers from CO are noted
                            in the margin. The start of a new column is indicated by a stroke (|). *
                            Quotations are printed in italics.

        

        
          Abbreviations of Biblical Books 

          Vetus Testamentum

          
            
              	Genesis
              	Gen
            

            
              	Exodus
              	Exod
            

            
              	Leviticus
              	Lev
            

            
              	Numeri
              	Num
            

            
              	Deuteronomium
              	Deut
            

            
              	Josue
              	Jos
            

            
              	Judicum
              	Jgs
            

            
              	Ruth
              	Ruth
            

            
              	I, II Regnum
              	1, 2 Sam
            

            
              	III, IV Regnum
              	1, 2 Kgs
            

            
              	I, II Paralipomenon
              	1, 2 Chron
            

            
              	Esdrae
              	Ez
            

            
              	Nehemias
              	Neh
            

            
              	Esther
              	Est
            

            
              	Job
              	Job
            

            
              	Psalmorum
              	Ps
            

            
              	Proverbia
              	Prov
            

            
              	Ecclesiastes
              	Eccles
            

            
              	Canticum Canticorum
              	Song of Songs
            

            
              	Isaias
              	Is
            

            
              	Jeremias
              	Jer
            

            
              	Lamentationes
              	Lam
            

            
              	Ezechiel
              	Ezek
            

            
              	Daniel
              	Dan
            

            
              	Osee
              	Hos
            

            
              	Joel
              	Joel
            

            
              	Amos
              	Am
            

            
              	Abdias
              	Obad
            

            
              	Jonas
              	Jon
            

            
              	Michaeas
              	Mic
            

            
              	Nahum
              	Nah
            

            
              	Habacuc
              	Hab
            

            
              	Sophonias
              	Zeph
            

            
              	Aggaeus
              	Hag
            

            
              	Zacharias
              	Zech
            

            
              	Malachias
              	Mal
            

            
              	Apocrypha
              
            

            
              	Tobias
              	Tob
            

            
              	Judith
              	Judith
            

            
              	Esther
              	Rest of Est
            

            
              	Sapientia
              	Wisd. Sol
            

            
              	Ecclesiasticus
              	Ecclus
            

            
              	Baruch
              	Bar
            

            
              	I, II Machabaeorum
              	1, 2 Macc
            

            
              	Novum Testamentum
              
            

            
              	Matthaeus
              	Mt
            

            
              	Marcus
              	Mk
            

            
              	Lucas
              	Lk
            

            
              	Joannes
              	Jn
            

            
              	Actus Apostolorum
              	Acts
            

            
              	ad Romanos
              	Rom
            

            
              	I, II ad Corinthios
              	1, 2 Cor
            

            
              	ad Galatas
              	Gal
            

            
              	ad Ephesios
              	Eph
            

            
              	ad Philippenses
              	Phil
            

            
              	ad Colossenses
              	Col
            

            
              	I, II ad Thessalonicenses
              	1, 2 Thess
            

            
              	I, II ad Timotheum
              	1, 2 Tim
            

            
              	ad Titum
              	Tit
            

            
              	ad Philemonem
              	Philem
            

            
              	ad Hebraeos
              	Heb
            

            
              	Ep. Jacobi
              	Jas
            

            
              	I, II Petri
              	1, 2 Pet
            

            
              	I-III Joannis
              	1-3 Jn
            

            
              	Ep. Judae
              	Jude
            

            
              	Apocalypsis
              	Rev
            

          

        

      

      
        BIBLIOGRAPHY 

        
          Abbreviations 

          
            See for a list of abbreviations used : S.M. Schwertner
                                Theologische Realenzyklopädie, Berlin, New York 1994. 

            Other abbreviations used are : 

          

          
            ASD

            Opera Omnia Desiderii Erasmi Roterodami, Amsterdam 1969

            BC 

            R. Peter, J-F. Gilmont, Bibliotheca Calviniana. Les œuvres de Jean
                                Calvin publiées au XVIe
 siècle, Genève 1991-
                                2000, 3 vol. 

            CO 

            Ioannis Calvini Opera quae supersunt omnia (G. Baum, E. Cunitz,
                                E. Reuss [ed], Brunsvigae, Berolini 1863-1900). 

            COR 

            Ioannis Calvini Opera Omnia Denuo Recognita et Adnotatione Critica
                                Instructa Notisque Illustrata, Genève 1992 

            Herminjard 

            A.L. Herminjard (ed), Correspondance des Réforma- teurs dans les
                                Pays de Langue Française, Genève/ Bâle/ Lyon/ Paris 1878-1897, 9
                                vol. 

            OS 

            Joannis Calvini Opera Selecta (P. Barth, G. Niesel, D. Scheuner
                                [ed], Monachii 1926-1952, 5 vol). 

            SC 

            Supplementa Calviniana. Sermons inédits, Neukirchen 1961

          

        

        
          Primary Sources 

          
            French Works of Calvin 

          

          
            
              	Cat. égl. Genève
              	Le Catéchisme
              	O. Fatio ed, Genève 1986
            

            
              	Instr.c.Anab.
              	Brieve Instruction... contre les
                                    Anabaptistes
            

            
              	Contre Libert.
              	Contre la secte...des Libertins
              	COR 4/1
            

            
              	Institution
              	Institution de la religion
                                    chrestienne
              	J. Pannier ed, Paris 1961
            

            
              	Instr. et conf.
              	Instruction et confession de la foy
                                    (1537)
              	(COR 3/2, 1-113).
            

            
              	Man. prières
              	La Manière de faire prières (1542)
              	(OS 2, 6-58)
            

            
              	Ord. Eccl. 1541
              	Ordonnances ecclésiastiques (1541)
              	(OS 2, 325-389)
            

            
              	Psychopannychie
              	 Traitté par lequel est prouvé que les ames
                                    veillent et vivent après qu’elles sont sorties des corps, contre
                                    l’erreur de quelques ignorans qui pensent qu’elles dorment
                                    jusques au dernier jugement, [Genève] 1558
            

          

          
            Latin Works of Calvin 

          

          
            
              	Cat. Genev. prior
              	Catechismus, sive christianae religionis
                                    institutio, communibus Genevensis ecclesiae suffragiis
                                    recepta
              	(COR 3/2, 1-113).
            

            
              	Inst.
              	Christianae religionis institutio/
                                    Institutio christianae religionis
              	(CO 1)
            

            
              	Psychop.
              	Vivere apud Christum... assertio
              	Zimmerli (ed), Leipzig 1932
            

          

          
            Commentaries of Calvin 

          

          
            
              	Comm. in Gen
              	CO 23, 1-622
            

            
              	harm. libri. Mosis
              	CO 24, 1-25, 402
            

            
              	Ios.
              	CO 25, 417-570
            

            
              	Hom. in 1 Sm.
              	CO 29, 241-30, 734
            

            
              	Comm. in Ps.
              	CO 31, 13-32, 442
            

            
              	Is.
              	CO 36, 19-37, 454
            

            
              	Praelect. in Ier. et Thr.
              	CO 37,469-39, 646
            

            
              	Ez.
              	CO 40, 21-516
            

            
              	Dan.
              	CO 40, 529-41, 304
            

            
              	Hos...Mal
              	CO 42, 197-44, 498
            

            
              	Comm. in harm. Evan
              	CO 45
            

            
              	Ioh.
              	COR 2/11
            

            
              	Act.
              	COR 2/12
            

            
              	Rom.
              	COR 2/13
            

            
              	1 Cor.
              	CO 49, 297-574
            

            
              	2 Cor.
              	COR 2/15
            

            
              	Gal...Col.
              	COR 2/16
            

            
              	1,2 Thess.
              	CO 52, 133-218 ; 397-436
            

            
              	1,2 Tim.
              	CO 52, 241-396
            

            
              	Tit.
              	CO 52, 397-436
            

            
              	Phm.
              	CO 52, 437-450
            

            
              	Hebr.
              	COR 2/19
            

            
              	1 Petr., 2 Ioh.
              	CO 55, 201-500
            

            
              	Iac., 2 Petr
              
            

            
              	Iudam
              
            

          

          
            Other primary sources

            
              Articles concernant l’organisation de l’église et du culte à
                                    Genève, proposés au conseil par les ministres, 1537 (CO 10
                                    5-14). 

                  Articles 1537 

              Augustine, Contra Cresconium grammaticam et
                                        donatistam
 (CSEL 52, 323-583). 

              Augustine, De civitate Dei
 (CChr. SL 47-48). 

              Augustine, Epistolae
 (PL 33). 

              Augustine, De haeresibus
 (PL 42, 21-50). 

              S. Bernardi Opera
, vol 5 (J. Leclercq and
                                    H. Rochais [ed], Rome 1968). 

              M. Bucer, Widerlegung des Bekenntnisses von
                                        Pilgram Marbeck
 (QGT 7, no 303, 416-528). 

              M. Bucer, Handlung in dem offentlichen gesprech
                                        zů Straßburg jüngst im Synodo gehalten gegen Melchior
                                        Hoffman, durch die Prediger dasselbet, von vier fürnemen
                                        stucken Christlicher leere und haltung sampt getrewem
                                        dargeben auch der gründen, darauf Hoffman seine irthumben
                                        setzet
, Straßburg 1533 (BDS 5, 49-107). 

              M. Bucer, ‘Disputation of Marburg’, 1538 (G. Franz [ed], Urkundliche Quellen zur hessischen
                                        Reformationsgeschichte. Vierter Band. Wiedertäuferakten
                                        1527-1626
, Marburg 1951, no 77, 213-237). 

              H. Bullinger, Von demm unverschampten fräfel,
                                        ergezlichem verwyrren, undd unwarhafftem leeren, der
                                        selbsgesandten Widertöuffern, vier ge- spräch Bücher, zů
                                        verwarnenn den einfalten
, [1531]. 

              J. Chrysostomus, Enarratio in Epistolam ad
                                        Herbaeos
 (PG 63, 10-456). Eusebius, Historia Ecclesiastica
 (SC 1, 41, 55, 73). 

              G. Farel, Sommaire et brève déclaration
,
                                    1529 (A.L. Hofer [ed], Neuchâtel 1980). 

              G. Farel, Summaire, c’est, une briefve
                                        declaration d’aucuns lieux fort necessaires à un chascun
                                        Chrestien, pour mettre sa confiance en Dieu, et à ayder son
                                        prochain : corrigé, reveu et augmenté
, 1542. 

            

            
              M. Hoffman, Van der waren...
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