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Preface 

      
        By Thomas A. Lambert

      

      

      This book is not merely the last book that Professor Robert M. Kingdon wrote over
                    his long career as a historian. It is also the last book he read over his even
                    longer career as a reader. On December 3, 2010, during the late stages of
                    preparing this book, Professor Kingdon (Bob to most who knew him) passed away
                    peacefully while relaxing between his morning exercises and lunch. He was just
                    shy of his eighty-third birthday and had recently finished reading over a nearly
                    final draft of this work.

      Robert McCune Kingdon was born in Chicago on December 29, 1927. Before his first
                    birthday, Bob’s missionary parents moved to the island of Maui, which always
                    held a special place in his heart. He loved to tell people stories of his
                    tropical youth and to trade stories with others who had had similar childhoods.
                    He rarely missed the chance to tell people that for his first twelve years he
                    wore shoes only in church. As Bob would tell it, the first tragedy of his
                    childhood was moving back to Chicago where he had to wear shoes and watch
                    helplessly as the calluses peeled off his feet in thick layers. He of course
                    survived the loss of his calluses and went on to get his bachelor’s degree at
                    Oberlin College and his doctorate at Columbia with a dissertation, published as
                        Geneva and the Coming of the Wars of Religion
,
 which is still considered a
                    classic touchstone work in the field.

      It has often seemed to me that he was perpetually marked by the countervailing
                    influence of his childhood in the tropics on the one hand, and his Presbyterian
                    upbringing on the other. Bob’s parents were rather liberal Presbyterians, so I
                    don’t want to exaggerate or give in too much to stereotype. But it strikes me
                    nevertheless that Bob’s "shod in church, barefoot everywhere else" childhood was
                    a deep part of him, his scholarship in general, and this book in particular. In
                    so many facets of his life, Bob combined the deep discipline popularly linked to
                    Calvinism with an open mind that recalled a boyhood running barefoot in the
                    tropics.

      The discipline is obvious. Nobody could achieve Bob’s scholarly output without
                    great discipline. He churned out conference papers and journal articles 
with clockwork regularity – over
                    100 articles and contributed chapters in 50 years, not including over 150 book
                    reviews. He added in six books as single author and a dozen edited or co-written
                    volumes. His discipline was evident, however, not just in the volume of his
                    output, but also in his careful and solid scholarship. This rigor allowed his
                    work to stand up over time. Indeed, in 2006, on the fiftieth anniversary of the
                    publication of his first book, scholars organized both a conference session in
                    the United States and an entire international conference in Scotland to assess
                    the lasting impact and value of the book.
 These assessments resoundingly found that Geneva and
                        the Coming of the Wars of Religion
 continued to hold up today as a
                    solid and valuable work. As a result, Librarie Droz reissued the book in 2007 to
                    celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of this classic work.
 Since that first
                    fundamental publication, which was a giant step for scholarship of the French
                    Reformation, Bob’s work has steadily expanded scholarly knowledge. The careful
                    and disciplined rigor has meant that Bob’s work is sometimes superseded, but
                    rarely invalidated by subsequent scholarship.

      Rigor and discipline, however, is not enough to create lasting value in a
                    scholar’s work. For that, one also needs to present new vistas to the scholarly
                    world. Bob ranged widely in search of such new vistas. His published work
                    covered a diverse set of subjects including Genevan history, resistance theory,
                    political thought, the history of printing in France, England and the Low
                    Countries, John Calvin’s thought and work, popular religion, Huguenot
                    propaganda, marriage and adultery, the history of emotions and the activities of
                    the Geneva Consistory among other subjects. Though his best known editions are
                    of Genevan texts (Registers of the Company of Pastors and Registers of the
                    Consistory), he edited works by writers from France (Theodore Beza, Jean de
                    Coras), Italy (Peter Martyr Vermigli) and England (William Cecil and William
                    Allen, a Catholic).
 He of
                    course focused chronologically on the sixteenth century, but could make forays
                        
into the eighteenth
                    century as well.
 He
                    focused geographically on Geneva and France, but published several articles and
                    editions pertaining to England and the Low Countries. Though his passion for
                    sixteenth-century France and Geneva drew his attention there, he did not let
                    himself be constrained by it.

      To the close reader of Bob’s later work, his open mind is also evident in the
                    number of young scholars whom he cites and praises. He was a keen frequenter of
                    conferences and while at conferences was always on the lookout for the next
                    young scholar whose work he wanted to follow. Graduate students presenting their
                    first conference paper were often surprised to find Bob seeking them out to
                    learn more and to invite them to correspond. More than one graduate student who
                    was not a Kingdon student got as much support and encouragement from Bob as from
                    their own major professors. His love of connecting with people extended far
                    beyond the scholarly world. No stuffed shirt, he was comfortable with people of
                    all stripes. Students who worried about him meeting their decidedly unscholarly
                    parents were relieved to see Bob settle quickly into a discussion about
                    football, the parents’home town or any number of other similar subjects. And
                    this was no feigned interest – Bob had a genuine curiosity about every
                    imaginable home town. Scholars who frequented the Geneva State Archives were not
                    surprised to find that Bob was on friendly terms with all the chief archivists
                    he knew over the years. They were, however, sometimes surprised to find that on
                    most of his later visits to Geneva, Bob enjoyed sharing a meal with the
                    archives’security person, a Buddhist half Bob’s age with little interest in the
                    sixteenth century. This openness to new people made Bob open to new ideas, which
                    contributed greatly to his scholarship.

      The present book is yet another demonstration both of Bob’s discipline and his
                    broadmindedness. The second chapter is a classic example of Bob’s detailed and
                    careful work and, fittingly, devoted to the topic of church discipline in
                    Reformed thought. That chapter is the result of at least thirty years of sifting
                    and winnowing : his first publication on the marks of the true church dates from
                        1979.
 At the same time, one would not have
                    predicted in the 1970s that Bob Kingdon would become a scholar of the history of
                    emotions. To the best of my knowledge, prior to the age of 70, Bob had not
                    really done any work on the topic. However, during a sojourn in Israel in 1998,
                    against the backdrop of the conflict between Jews and Palestinians 
in particular, and the West and the
                    Islamic world in general, he set to thinking about the emotion of hate in
                    sixteenth-century Geneva and France. Chapter 6 is the outcome of this work, and
                    not represented anywhere else in the published Kingdon corpus. That chapter is a
                    final demonstration of Bob’s willingness to look in new directions and an
                    excellent example of the sort of work that could corne out of Bob’s wide-ranging
                    mind.

      This book of course draws on Bob’s entire career of scholarship. The root text,
                    however, is based more specifically on the Levi Stone Lectures that Bob
                    delivered February 15-19, 1999 at the Princeton Theological Seminary under the
                    title "Order and Discipline in Calvin’s Geneva." The five core chapters are each
                    drawn from one of those lectures. The introductory remarks are drawn from the
                    beginning of his initial lecture, though the personal reminiscences of his
                    connections to Princeton, intended for the local audience, have mostly been
                    removed. The conclusion is largely new, though even the last part of the
                    conclusion cornes straight from the original lectures. The original lectures
                    were quite complete, and fully expressed in clear and fluid prose. No mere
                    notes, the base manuscripts were to a large degree publishable in that form.
                    Indeed, one lecture was published shortly after it was delivered in a form not
                    dramatically different from the lecture he delivered.
 If these lectures had been
                    turned into a book in 1999, they might have been published with little
                    elaboration or variation from the original lectures.

      Of course, they were not published in 1999. Instead, they languished for nine
                    years while Bob carried on with other though closely related research. This
                    meant that by 2008 Bob had spent an additional nine years thinking about the
                    topics covered in the Stone Lectures, reading on related topics, and even
                    publishing articles that revised and expanded sections of these lectures. By the
                    time he sat down in August 2008 to look over his original lectures and plan for
                    their publication, they were manifestly outdated. He therefore decided to expand
                    and elaborate the original argument, fold in new research and otherwise polish
                    the texts while rewriting those lectures for a book. Looking for an opportunity
                    to revisit these manuscripts without distraction, he gathered his lecture
                    transcripts and took them with him to his family’s summer cabin in Cable,
                    Wisconsin. In the quiet of Cable, he set to thinking about where to take the
                    final product.

      Unfortunately, it was during this sojourn that Bob was struck down by a brain
                    hemmorhage. His life was saved, but he was in a coma for several weeks. When he
                    woke up he seemed to have lost little of his mental sharpness (or wit for that
                    matter), but had lost a great deal of motor control. He fought his way back,
                    recovering his voice, use of his arms and most other functions. However, he
                    struggled to regain strength in his legs and henceforth needed a wheelchair.
                    Perhaps more damaging to his life as a scholar, his eyesight also deteriorated
                    during this time and left him unable to read much of anything beyond the
                    headlines of the newspaper. 
His legs, therefore, were unable to carry him to the library and his eyes were
                    inadequate for reading the materials he might find there.

      At that point, realizing that he might not recover to the point of being able to
                    do the work himself, he asked me to collaborate with him and help him expand,
                    refine and annotate the original lectures. When I set to the task, I soon found
                    that the running text itself was quite complete. The text you have here is about
                    half again as long as the original, but it follows Bob’s original outline with
                    very few alterations. The changes to the text consist primarily of expansions
                    and corrections within the framework of that original text. These corrections
                    and expansions were primarily required due to one of two circumstances. First,
                    in several places, Bob had written his original text from memory. His memory was
                    astoundingly accurate, but not perfect and it was sometimes necessary to adjust
                    the original text. Back in 1998 and 1999 when he was preparing the original
                    lectures, our ability to search and sift the Consistory records was fairly
                    rudimentary. It was not always possible on short notice to locate a specific
                    example one had in mind. With the better search capability now at our disposal,
                    I have tried to locate the cases to which Bob referred in passing, expanding the
                    text and correcting it where necessary. In some places where I have made a
                    "correction," it is quite possible that Bob’s memory may have been correct, but
                    I was unable to locate his original source. In such cases, I tried to find the
                    next closest source that would accurately illustrate the original argument.

      The second and more substantial reason for changing the text was simply due to
                    the progress of scholarship in the intervening years. Some of this scholarship
                    was by Bob himself. The reader will notice several citations to works of Robert
                    M. Kingdon that postdate the original lectures. Bob had, for example, become
                    aware of the differences of opinion between Calvin and Bullinger on the question
                    of state and church authority in the exercise of church discipline and had
                    himself written an article on the subject. He was particularly keen to see the
                    original lecture on discipline expanded to include an overview of the question
                    within the Reformed movement and asked me to include his findings on Bullinger
                    and to investigate the position taken by others in the Reformed movement. As the
                    reader will readily see, this expansion depends heavily on work Bob himself
                    published after 1999.

      Finally, Bob spoke to subjects that were subsequently treated in dissertations by
                    his own students (such as Karen Spierling’s work on baptism) and young scholars
                    Bob had befriended and followed closely as they worked toward their theses (such
                    as Christian Grosse’s work on communion and excommunication). Often Bob was
                    following this work in its earlier forms even before he delivered the Stone
                    Lectures. In addition to following dissertations in progress and maintaining
                    correspondence with scholars in the field, young and old, he frequented
                    conferences and tended to know about forthcoming work in its earliest stages. So
                    much of the work that is cited here that was published after 1999, was already
                    in Bob’s mind as he prepared the original lectures. The expansion beyond the
                    original is mostly due to research that Bob conducted himself, sponsored and
                    oversaw, or 
at the very
                    least encouraged and followed. The combination of these many tributaries led to
                    a substantial expansion of the original, but ail very much within Bob’s original
                    plan.

      Before his death, Bob was able to "read" a relatively late draft. I say "read" in
                    quotes because his eyesight prohibited him from reading the book directly.
                    Instead, Wallace McDonald, another collaborator on the Consistory project, read
                    the entire manuscript to him aloud. Bob responded with requests to expand this
                    part or that. As we worked through the drafts, I sent him a last set of
                    suggested changes, including material from an article by Christian Grosse on the
                    Genevan "Peace Council" (see Chapter 6). I spoke to him on the phone about this
                    last addition and followed up with an email. On December 1, Bob responded to my
                    email with a very brief note saying "The addition sounds good to me. That
                    article should be added." He passed away two days later, having approved in
                    principle the last change of any substance to his original manuscript. So my
                    work was part secretary, part editor, and part writer, but the final product is
                    fully a Robert M. Kingdon book.

      What does that mean to say that this is a Robert M. Kingdon book ? I have already
                    mentioned how his careful scholarship and his broad mind are both in evidence in
                    the present work. A few other hallmarks of Bob’s scholarship are also in
                    evidence. Bob had great self-confidence coupled with great modesty, with the
                    result that he had little need to show off his expertise either to reassure
                    himself or to wow his audience. Consider, for example, his passing reference to
                    "a system of appellate courts often controlled by Catholic judges although
                    occasionally including some Protestant judges."
 Bob did not bother to tell
                    his audience at Princeton that evening that he himself had edited one of the
                    classic early anonymous tracts on the right of resistance and that he himself
                    had made the case that the author of this tract was in fact just such a
                    Protestant judge on an appellate court, namely Jean de Coras.
 In a later chapter, he writes of
                    polemical pamphlets used to solidify Reformed identity and whip up hate towards
                    Catholics. He notes that the topic is "brilliantly summarized" in Christopher
                    Elwood’s The Body Broken
 from 1999.
 He did not bother to bore
                    his audience with a detail that he apparently considered inconsequential : that
                    he himself wrote a well-received book on the subject in 1988 called Myths
                        about the Saint-Bartholomew’s Day Massacre, 1572-1576.
 That work is
                    now cited in this book along with Elwood, but that citation was my late
                    addition.

      You will also see in this book several scholarly threads that go back to Bob’s
                    dissertation – the use of propaganda, for example, is covered in both places.
                        
More interesting, perhaps,
                    is an underlying fear that ideological disagreement can lead to hatred and
                    eventually war. In the postface to the 50th anniversary edition of Geneva
                        and the Coming of the French Wars of Religion,
 Bob noted that,
                    writing at the height of the Cold War, he warned against allowing ideological
                    divides to lead to hatred and exacerbate conflict. He also made the case that
                    the Genevan Reformation was in fact a revolution. He believed that the study of
                    the ideological confrontation arising from the challenge this sixteenth-century
                    "revolutionary" movement presented to the old guard had valuable lessons for his
                    own time. He was forced by his dissertation committee to remove some of that
                    material, but he promptly wrote it back in when preparing the book for
                    publication. As he wrote in the postface : "I was strongly convinced in my
                    student days that history should be not a purely antiquarian occupation, pursued
                    for its own intrinsic interest. I thought the study of history should be useful,
                    should serve as a guide to contemporary citizens and policy-makers."
 So Bob
                    focused his attention on the lessons that the Wars of Religion might teach in
                    the context of the Cold War. By 1999, that particular conflict had become less
                    relevant and Bob spoke rather to the conflict between the Islamic world and both
                    Israel and the Christian West, something that is rather a commonplace after
                    September 11, 2001, but which was not the bread and butter of Reformation
                    historians in 1999. Bob concluded the postface to the 2007 printing of his first
                    book by declaring himself "rather stubborn" and saying : "Indeed, the modem
                    world with its obvious intersections of politics and religion now provoking
                    serious problems throughout the Middle East seems to me to justify further my
                    emphasis on the importance of religious factors in politics."
 In this
                    sense, the concern with conflict and the models that the past can provide for
                    understanding and alleviating it, forms a thread from Bob’s earliest book to the
                    current one, making this work a fitting bookend for his career and a welcome
                    addition to the Kingdon library.
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      1
                    The Genesis of the Consistory Project 

      This book represents, in a way, the closing of a circle after a span of over
                    thirty years. I was invited to be a fellow at the Institute for Advanced Study
                    at Princeton for the 1965-66 academic year. It was during that year that I first
                    conceived of a project to edit and publish the registers of the Genevan
                    Consistory. In 1999, I was invited back to give the Levy Stone lectures on the
                    subject of my research on the Consistory registers. This book is a revised and
                    augmented version of the lectures that I gave that year.

      My year at the Institute for Advanced Study gave me a welcome chance to discover
                    the riches of the Speer Library, get acquainted with the Princeton faculty and
                    graduate students, and hear the Stone lectures, delivered that year by a
                    distinguished German specialist on Calvin, Otto Weber. It also provided me with
                    the germ of the subject I chose to explore in my own Stone lectures in 1999. I
                    was invited to speak one evening at a seminary group that called itself
                    Koinonia. I told that group about a series of manuscript registers in the Geneva
                    State Archives that I had found perfectly fascinating and that I thought someone
                    should study intensively. The weather that evening was horrible and not many
                    people came to hear my lecture. Of the few brave souls who did manage it, none
                    accepted my challenge. After trying with equally little result in other places
                    I finally decided to accept this challenge myself and began studying them in
                    earnest in the mid-1980s, with the help of a grant from the Meeter Center of
                    Calvin College. This book is an overview of some of the results of that research
                    project.

      The manuscripts that I had found so fascinating in Geneva were, of course, the
                    Registers of the Geneva Consistory. They contained minutes of the weekly
                    meetings of this body created at the insistence of John Calvin at an early stage
                    in the Reformation to control the behavior of the entire population of a
                    city-state which had turned Protestant about five years earlier. They belong to
                    the National Protestant Church of Geneva but are housed in the Geneva State
                    Archives and are there available to scholars. They are remarkably detailed and
                    remarkably complete for a record of this kind in this period. Twenty-one volumes
                    cover the period of Calvin’s own ministry, and dozens of other volumes continue
                    the record of this institution in succeeding decades. In fact the Consistory of
                    Geneva still exists, although
                    its functions have changed radically. Once when I was describing this research
                    project to an audience in Geneva, a man came up to me afterwards and said, "I am
                    the president of the Consistory of Geneva now. I had no idea we did things like
                    that four hundred years ago."

      Although the richness of these records had long been recognized, they had never
                    been systematically used by scholars. The reason was a rather simple technical
                    one. They are written in perfectly terrible hands, by secretaries writing at top
                    speed during Consistory sessions, often degenerating into broken sentences and
                    incomplete thoughts. Reading them requires special skills in the art of
                    paleography, the science of reading old manuscripts. I had myself discovered the
                    need to learn paleography to work on materials of this sort the hard way when I
                    was a graduate student at Columbia University gathering material for my
                    dissertation more than fifty years ago. I arrived in Geneva thinking I was fully
                    prepared, informed about the records that I thought might be interesting
                    accustomed to the kinds of French used in the period. I called up my first
                    manuscript and discovered to my horror that I could not read it. I heard that
                    the assistant archivist, Paul-F. Geisendorf, was a specialist in manuscripts of
                    this period and taught a course on paleography. I asked him if I could take it
                    and he told me not to bother. He gave me a few general pointers and then told me
                    that whenever I got stuck, he or the head archivist, Gustave Vaucher, would help
                    me. They gave me what amounted to a private course in paleography and by the end
                    of three months I could read most of the things I wanted to consult for my
                    dissertation. A few years later I was able to edit, in collaboration with two
                    Swiss friends, a good part of a first volume of what has become an ongoing
                    project, the Registers of the Company of Pastors of Geneva in the period of the
                        Reformation.

      The handwriting of the Consistory secretaries, however, is generally even worse
                    than the ones I had first learned. Back in the nineteenth century, a local
                    scholar named Auguste Cramer transcribed selections from these registers and
                    then lithographed his transcriptions for distribution to others. Almost all of
                    the serious scholarly work on these records has been based on the Cramer
                        transcriptions. The erudite
                    German editors of the great fifty-nine volume Calvini Opera

                    quae supersunt
                        omnia,
 the most important single tool for Calvin studies, did not
                    read the Consistory registers themselves. When they wanted to include samples
                    from the Consistory Registers in their volume of Annales tracing Calvin’s
                    career, they found the original Registers illegible and fell back on the Cramer
                        transcriptions. Emile Doumergue, the author
                    of an exhaustive if hagiographic seven-volume biography of Calvin, used the
                    Cramer transcriptions. Walther Köhler, the great twentieth-century author
                    of the most important monograph on the Consistory and other similar institutions
                    in German Switzerland and southern Germany, Zürcher Ehegericht und Genfer
                        Konsistorium
 also depended on the Cramer transcriptions for his work
                    on Geneva. But this dependence on the Cramer
                    transcriptions, I discovered in examining them closely, is a serious mistake
                    Cramer transcribed only about 5 % of the total cases. He frequently got stuck
                    and garbled or just left out extended passages. And worst of all, he
                    concentrated on the most spectacular and newsworthy cases, and left out
                    consideration of the run-of-the-mill ordinary cases. The view of the Consistory
                    that emerges from his transcriptions, therefore, is seriously incomplete and
                    skewed.

      As professional paleographers will tell you, there is no such thing as an
                    illegible hand. Given proper time and patience...
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