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      PREFACE

      

      Found in Codex 516 of the Biblioteca Angelica in Rome, Jacques de Dinant’s Summa dictaminis
 was made known to me by Professor Emeritus Helene Wieruszowski who had in her possession a microfilm of the work lent by Professor Emeritus Gaines Post. Through their gracious consent I was permitted to examine the text and later studied it while a holder of a Prix de Rome Fellowship in Post-Classical Humanistic Studies at the American Academy in Rome.

      I have benefited from the assistance of Professor John Hine Mundy, the late Professor Henry T. Rowell, the late Professor John L. Bowden, and especially Professor Emeritus Paul Oskar Kristeller whose exhaustive knowledge of the ars dictaminis
 tradition will leave me always indebted.

      Appreciation is extended also to the Bollingen Foundation which made possible the award of the Fellowship through the American Academy in Rome and to the staffs of the Biblioteca Angelica in Rome, the Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, the Biblioteca Universitaria in Bologna, the Biblioteca Communale dell’Archiginnasio in Bologna, the Library of the American Academy in Rome, and Butler Library of Columbia University for their aid. I am also grateful to my parents and wife for their support.

      E. J. P.

      

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      LIFE AND WORKS

      Jacques de Dinant was among the late thirteenth century masters of rhetoric.1
 He probably was trained in the Low Countries or France before he settled in northern Italy, most likely at the University of Bologna, and there made substantial contributions to the ars dictaminis
 and ars arengandi.

2
 Using three major sources of Western thought, the Bible, Greek (in Latin translation) and Latin classics, and Roman law, his works give evidence of much erudition.

      Jacques’ chronology is uncertain, and approximate dates for his life and works can be derived only from the references to persons and an historical event mentioned in his writings.3
 That Jacques flourished in the latter half of the thirteenth century and was at the height of his career in the twelve-eighties and nineties is clear. The mention of Cardinal William of Bray in his Summa dictaminis
 provides a terminus a quo.

4
 Described as « bonae memoriae », the cardinal was a member of the sacred college from 1262 until his death on April 29, 1282.5
 The same work also mentions two bishops, Octavian of Bologna and Obizzo of Parma, in office, respectively, from 1260 to September 14, 1295 and from 1257 to July 23, 1295.6
 Jacques’ references to these prelates indicate that they were alive when he wrote. The Summa dictaminis
 was therefore written between 1282 and 1295.7



      Only one of Jacques’ later works gives any evidence of its time of composition. His Breviloquium
 mentions the same Bishop Octavian of Bologna.8
 His later works, the Expositio breviloquii, Ars arengandi, Sex formulae dictaminis
 (attributed to him), Exordia in linea clericali
, and Exordia in linea seculari
, give no information about dates of composition.

      Several of Jacques’ fifty-three form Epistolae
 composed to serve as models for messages in the same or similar situations contain the names of contemporaries and a reference to an historical event. The first letter of his collection contains the salutation : « Johannes de Columpna, Dei simul et apostolica gracia Romandiole comes, universis recthoribus eiusdem provincie salutem cum pacis augmento ».9
 John Colonna’s political career which included the roles of count of Romagna, senator of Rome, marquis of Ancona, and rector of the March of Ancona extended from 1275 to the time of his death late in 1293.10
 In this letter Pope Nicholas IV (1288-92), a supporter of the Colonna family, is mentioned. Other letters contain references to Otto Visconti, marquis of Ancona from 1263 to 1295 ; Napoleon Orsini, rector of the March of Ancona in 1289 ; James Colonna, rector of the March of Ancona from 1296 to 1301.11
 On folio 109r of Codex 516 there is a letter from Jacques’ collection which refers to King Philip IV of France (1285-1314) and his response to a sultan concerning the destruction of St. John of Acre. In the upper margin of this folio appears the copyist’s statement which dates the incident as 1291 : « Sub anno domini millesimo ducentesimo nonagesimo, primo indictione, quarta die Veneris, decimo octavo Madii »12
. It is thus evident that the greater portion of his extant works was written in the last two decades of the thirteenth century. Unfortunately, the date of Jacques’ death is unknown.

      In the verse prologues by which he introduces the Ars arengandi
 and the Summa dictaminis
 Jacques identifies himself as the author of the works and indicates that he was born in Dinant, the town in the county of Namur in modern Belgium.13
 His name is thus identified with his place of origin. Jacques is probably showing his loyalty to this area in northern Europe when he refers in his Summa dictaminis
 to the northern French, whom he describes as laconic in speech and writing, while the southern French and Italians are verbose.14
...
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