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      Introduction

      For the historian of ideas, one of the most important, and at the same time one of the least understood, institutions of early-modern Europe is the Roman Congregation of the Index. Up to now, scholars have been unable to gain access to the archives, nor is there any immediate prospect of such authorization being granted. The standard works on the subject, by Reusch and Hilgers, have established what one might call the external history of the Index Librorum Prohibitorum
 — what books were condemned and when.1
 More recently, the publication of certain documents preserved outside the Vatican — letters from cardinals of the Holy Office and the Index to inquisitors in Bologna, Modena and Florence — have shed much light on the internal operations of these institutions, the dissemination of information, the clarification of general rules, and the methods employed for their enforcement on the local level.2
 And still some of the most fascinating problems elude our grasp. What was the precise relationship between the Congregation of the Inquisition and its offspring, the Index ? How did the personnel of these congregations try to cope with the impossible task of systematically reviewing newly published books ? What reasons were alleged for the condemnation of individual books or authors ? And what took place during the sessions in which the cardinals passed final judgment on each case ?

      These questions may never receive wholly satisfactory answers. The archives of the congregations suffered severe depredations during the Napoleonic Wars, and scholars may be sorely disappointed when and if they gain entrance to this inner sanctum. Meanwhile, the problems can be approached from another direction : the study of individual test cases, where these are well documented by private correspondence. One such case, for which the sources are exceptionally rich and well preserved, concerns the Historia Sui Temporis
 by Jacques-Auguste de Thou, placed on the Index
 in 1609. Some of the pertinent documents were published as long ago as 1733, in the London edition of the Historia
, but many more remain relatively unexplored in the Dupuy Collection of the Bibliothèque Nationale in Paris, and in various archives which house the Franco-Roman diplomatic correspondence of the period.3
 From this rich mine, we have selected a series of twenty-four letters from Christophe Dupuy, remarkable not only for their wealth of detail, but also for their charm.

      * 
**

      In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, it was quite common for young Frenchmen, destined for positions in the high magistracy, to complete their educations by travelling to Rome in the suite of a great nobleman or a cardinal. Thus Christophe Dupuy (1580 ?-1654), eldest son of an eminent conseiller
 in the Parlement of Paris, found a place in the train of Cardinal de Joyeuse (with whom he could claim a distant relationship) when the latter departed for Rome in August 1603. Presumably he returned to France with the cardinal in July 1604 and came back to Rome with him again the following November.4
 These journeys to the Eternal City were to be a turning point in Dupuy’s life, for he decided to abandon his promising legal career for the life of an ecclesiastic. He prolonged his stay after Joyeuse left for France in 1605, joining the staff of Cardinal Du Perron and remaining in Rome until September 1607. A few years after his return to France, he became a Carthusian, and was subsequently appointed procurator of his order and prior of the Charterhouse of Rome.

      Dupuy’s first visits to Rome were the occasion of an extensive correspondence with Jacques-Auguste de Thou (1553-1617), president in the Parlement of Paris, and first cousin of Dupuy’s mother.5
 De Thou’s letters to his young relative were published in the eighteenth century.6
 The letters here published for the first time constitute the other half of this fascinating correspondence, which deals at length with the publication of the early volumes of de Thou’s History.



      The first portion of this long work was published in December 1603 (Paris : Patisson, 1604 ; 1 vol. in folio). A reprinting, containing certain emendations, appeared during the summer of the following year (Paris : Druart, 1604 ; 2 vols. in 8°). Late in 1606, an extension of the History
 down to the year 1572 was published by Druart in two different formats : a single volume in folio was available from the press in late July, and a two-volume edition in octavo by early September. About the same time, Druart republished the first part of the Historia
 with further revisions.7



      ...
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