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        “… Je suis ainsi par la nature incliné, et dez mon enfance appris, que… par toutes difficultez je pourchasse la verité : mettant peine de choisir les bonnes et vrayes raisons, entre les trompeuses Sophisteries qui n’en ont que le faulx semblant…ˮ

        (Harengue
)

      

      

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      INTRODUCTION

      

      The great figures of the 16th century have received the tributes and the devotion of the most eminent scholars of France ; in the case of Ronsard and Du Bellay the student of today has the inestimable advantage of building his researches upon the sure foundations laid by Paul Laumonier and Henri Chamard. The minor writers have been gradually receiving the attention which they deserve and the 20th century has seen a considerable advance in knowledge of the background against which the brilliant played their part. Conclusions about general trends can be drawn more safely from a study of the followers than of the leaders and the ideas of the great become more intelligible in the lignt of our understanding of their humbler contemporaries.

      Among these minor personalities Guillaume des Autelz has not passed unnoticed. He had the good fortune to attract the interest of Henri Chamard whose work on Joachim Du Bellay contained a fine tribute to the perspicacity of the young critic ; since then most studies of the French literature of the mid-16th century have given at least a place and often a high one to this writer. In 1907 Dr. Hans Hartmann devoted his thesis for the University of Zürich to the life of Guillaume des Autels 
(1529-1581
 [?]), ein französischer Dichter und Humanist.
 This study of 125 pages is a valuable source of information about the events and friendships which affected Des Autelz ; inevitably in the past 50 years further points have come to light and the biography requires some revision. It is to be regretted that the second part of Dr. Hartmann’s plan was not fulfilled and the present work is an attempt to fill that gap. Scattered tributes, praise of the outstanding achievements, an account of the life — these still leave room for a general view which will take into account, however inadequately, every production from the author’s pen, the mediocre as well as the excellent, the purely imitative as well as the forthright and the independent.

      Des Autelz is rightly considered a transitional figure. He belongs to the generation of the Pléiade ; born in 1529 he is a close contemporary of Du Bellay (1522), Ronsard (1524), Belleau (1528), and Jodelle and Baïf (1532). At the same time, a native of the Charollais, he is bound by geographical and family connections to Lyon and its poets. Through his cousin and neighbour Pontus de Tyard he comes into contact with Charles Fontaine and Maurice Scève, and later, with Jacques Peletier du Mans. Situated thus in a middle position in both time and place it seems fitting that Des Autelz should occupy a middle position in literature. It is the aim of this study to examine what that position was.

      

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      Chapter I 

LIFE

      The family of the Des Autelz seems to have been long established in the Charollais ; in 1380, a certain Guiot Des Autels is mentioned in a military report as “capitaine et garde de Mont St. Vincent”.1
 This little borough of Saône-et-Loire lies in the centre of a triangle formed by the larger towns of Le Creusot, Charolles and Cluny in the heart of a region still rich in pastures and wooded slopes and stocked with the superb white cattle of the Charollais. Peaceful and unmistakeably French as this county now appears it yet experienced during the 15th and 16th centuries a curious series of transfers of nationality. For long the Charollais was a dependency of the King of Spain held by the latter’s eldest son as Comte de Charollais in extension to the great duchy of Burgundy. Throughout the 16th century the Charollais was a pawn in the great game of power politics between France and Spain. In 1529 (the birth-year of Guillaume Des Autelz) the treaty of Cambrai allocated the county to Marguerite d’Autriche during her lifetime, thereafter to the Emperor. The Archduchess died in December, 1532, and the Charollais was reoccupied by the French. The treaty of Crépy in September, 1544, restored the county to Charles V who intended to link it with Franche-Comté in the inheritance of his son Philip. The legal quarrel over the possession of the Charollais continued throughout the lifetime of Des Autelz ; it was at all times a question of law — not of possession by force. Even Charles V could not hold a small enclave in the middle of a hostile country.2
 Against this background of uncertainty it is easy to understand the pressures which sent Des Autelz on a search for protection to the Low Countries, another dependency of Spain.3



      Of the writer’s immediate forbears not much is known. Hans Hartmann mentions Pierre Des Autels who was present at the great military review at Piacenza on 21st December, 1517,4
 and who figures as “valet de chambre du roi” in a minute of 28th October, 1531.5
 In the absence of further information  about Pierre a relationship with Guillaume Des Autelz cannot be established. With Leonard Des Autels, “écuyer, seigneur du Puley et de Giverdy” the connection is clearer ; he was probably the grandfather of the poet6
 and was lord of the manor of Le Puley, a small village near Mont-St.-Vincent (Saône-et-Loire, arr. Chalon-sur-Saône) just off the second-class road which runs between the larger villages of Germagny and Genouilly. (The little manor-house, somewhat shabby and dejected, still stood in its quiet garden in July, 1948).7
 Leonard was succeeded in the title by the father of. Guillaume Des Autelz, Syacre, whose first marriage took place in 15158
 and whose second was to a member of another well-known family of the Charollais ; Anne de Vesvre was a full cousin of the father of Pontus de Tyard who lived within sight and easy access of Le Puley at the neighbouring and more impressive castle of Bissy-sur-Fley.9
 Guillaume Des Autelz mentions his mother only once and devotes to his father a poem from which if is clear that he inherited little beyond a good name :

      
        
          Epitaphe de Syacre Des autelz escuyer, son pere.

        

        Appren, passant, quel fruit avec son los

        Porte vertu. Celuy duquel les os

        Gisent ici, la suivit tout son aage :

        Qui en mourant laissa a son fils seul

        La Pauvreté, les affaires, le deul,

        Et bon renom pour tout son heritage.10



      

      Elsewhere Guillaume speaks proudly of his origin,11
 calls himself “gentilhomme Charrolois” in some of his works,12
 and appreciates the value of his heritage in  an age which stressed the aristocracy of the poet. The father did not approve of the son’s fondness for rhyming and would have preferred him to stick exclusively to the law ; Des Autelz himself complains in 1564 that his cultivation of the Muses has brought him no reward :

      
        At non hanc meritus mihi videbar

        Indignam studiis meis repulsam,

        Ultro qui teneris leves ab annis

        Invito colui parente Musas,

        Phoebumque alite sum mala secutus,

        Et lucris hederas, honoribusque,

        Demens, hei mihi, praetuli virentes.13



      

      Guillaume Des Autelz was born at Le Puley ; in the 19th sonnet of the Amoureux Repos
 he writes of the fame of Helen, Dido, Laura and Délie :

      
        Mais quand l’instinct des Muses tel j’auroys

        Que j’ay d’amour, mon Puley, tu feroys

        Taire Lyon, Aresse, Andes, Athenes.

      

      citing the birthplaces (real or supposed) of Scève, Petrarch, Virgil and Homer.14
 The date of birth is not quite so clearly established. A portrait of the author in his Amoureux Repos
 is dated “1553, AN. AET. 24”. Although strictly this should be interpreted that he was in his 24th year, i.e. was aged 23, in 1553, 16th century usage on this point was uncertain and it is more likely that it indicates birth in 1529.15
 The poetic mistress of Des Autelz, la Sainte
, was a year younger16
 and she was born in the February following the treaty of Cambrai (5th August, 1529), i.e. in 1530, n.s. The poet fell in love with her when he went to Romans in 154917
 and was then about 20 :

      
        J’avois parfait le cours de quatre lustres

        Souz le pouvoir de la Lune et Mercure,

        Lors que Venus par ses chaleurs illustres

        Crea en moy d’amour premiere cure.18



      

      In the Replique
, dated “ce XX. d’Aoust, 1550’’, Des Autelz describes himself as “n’ayant encore atteint l’an vingtdeuzième de mon aage’’19
. If he was born in  May, 1529, he would have been 21 in May, 1550, and therefore in his twenty-second year in the following August. There are pointers to the month of May for his birthday but no conclusive evidence. One poem attributes his temperament to the fact that Mercury was the most powerful planet in the heavens at his birth :

      
        Pensif je suis desja de ma nature

        Melancolique, aussi à ma naissance

        Entre les corps qui sont au ciel, Mercure

        Fut le seigneur ayant plus de puissance :20



      

      This could be taken to mean that the sun was in Gemini (the house of Mercury) at the time of Des Autelz’ birth, i.e. the later part of May or the earlier part of June. According to the astrologers the influence of Mercury is towards literature, science and learning, and this is mentioned by the poet in a sonnet in praise of the month of May.21
 His first published work is Le moys de May

22
 and while the choice of this title may be purely conventional, it may have been in part dictated by a special association for Des Autelz with this month. A birth-date in May, 1529, fits in with the rather vague indications given by the poet ; if some day there emerges definite proof of the year of his death, it is to be hoped that his birth-year will be confirmed also.

      Of the early youth little is known. His tutor “Joannes Tullerius” is named in a Latin distich at the beginning of Le moys de May.

23
 That Des Autelz studied Latin to some purpose is evident from a statement in a letter to his kinsman Monsieur de Saintantost : “J’entrepris et commencay a traitter en langue latine, beaucoup plus familiere a mon estude que la Francoyse, un nouveau argument…
”24
...
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