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        PREFACE

      

      

      T
he
 present study is the fulfillment in part of an obligation assumed more than a decade ago. Circumstances have prevented me from proceeding with the larger design and have much retarded this first portion of it. Upon the death of Professor Paul Laumonier in 1949, I was invited by Madame Laumonier to contribute to the completion of her husband’s critical edition of Ronsard, in progress since 1914. The years devoted to this undertaking, though they were shortened by the invaluable collaboration of Professor Raymond Lebègue, were willingly withdrawn from the time that was to have been given to “Ronsard and the Hellenic Renaissance in France.” Now that work on the critical edition is drawing to a close, I hope to be able to go forward with the remaining two parts : “Ronsard and the Grecian Lyre and Flute” and “Ronsard and Hellenic Thought.”

      Although it is true that on the question of Ronsard’s competence as a student of the Greek language my viewpoint differs from the one held by Professor Laumonier, the reader will see on every page the proof of my immense debt to his magistral researches on Ronsard poète lyrique
 and on the Vie de P. de Ronsard
, and in particular to the notes of his critical edition, as well as to those of his edition of the text of 1584. Nothing that I might say could sufficiently express my gratitude, both in a personal and in a scholarly sense, to the greatest of ronsardisants
, or my reverence for his memory.

      Like all students of the poetry of the French Renaissance, I am deeply indebted to the investigations of the late Professor Henri Chamard, whose monumental Histoire de la Pléïade
, and whose editions of the works of Du Bellay, including two of the Deffence et Illustration de la Langue Francoyse
, are among the surest instruments of French scholarship. Professor Lebègue’s La Poésie française de 1560 à 1630
, his Ronsard, l’homme et l’oeuvre
, and the Appendice
 which he prepared for tome XVI of the critical edition, have been of great value, and the same may be said of a number of recent studies from his remarkably creative pen to which I frequently refer in the notes. On the threshold of this investigation I was deeply encouraged by a word from Professor V. L. Saulnier, who wrote, “Avec le problème ‘Ronsard et l’Hellénisme,’ c’est au coeur même de la Renaissance que l’on se trouve installé” (communication of December 17, 1948).

      The Hellenic aspects of the research have greatly benefited from the illuminating study of The Homeric Gods
 by Walter F. Otto, which I read 
in the sensitive translation of Professor Moses Hadas. More than one publication of Sir C. M. Bowra, and especially his volume on Tradition and Design in the Iliad
, have given me new insights into the character of Homer’s protagonists. The research for the fourth chapter was made possible by a grant of the Graduate School of Washington University and by the sympathetic co-operation of Dr. David Kaser, Chief of Acquisitions of the Washington University Libraries, and his staff, who were indefatigable in obtaining the necessary microfilms.

      It is pleasant to express my grateful thanks to friends and colleagues whose suggestions and assistance have been most helpful : to Dean Phillip H. De Lacy, Chairman of the Department of Classics at Washington University, who, while fulfilling the duties of his two official posts, generously created the time to read, and meticulously correct, the entire manuscript ; to Professor James Hutton of Cornell University, to whom I owe the solution of one of the central problems of my research ; to the late Professor Robert J. Leslie, in whom the world of classical studies lost one of its promising scholars ; and to Professors Bernard Weinberg of Chicago University, George O. Seiver of the University of Pennsylvania, Samuel F. Will of Indiana University, Panos P. Morphos of Tulane University, Saul Levin of Washington University, and Donald N. Levin of Mount Holyoke College, each of whom contributed to enrich the work or to diminish its burden of error.

      To the staffs of the libraries of Harvard, Yale, and Washington Universities, and to those of the Pierpont Morgan Library and of the Bibliothèque Nationale, I am obligated in innumerable ways. But I especially hope that the gracious Reference Librarian of the Wilbur Cross Library of the University of Connecticut, Miss Roberta K. Smith, will find here the expression, however inadequate, of my abiding gratitude.

      My greatest debt is a divided one : to Professor Henri M. Peyre, who almost a score of years ago expressed the hope that someone might undertake a study of “Ronsard et la Grèce,” and who will find here, I am afraid, the merest shadow of his dream of Ronsard and Hellas ; to the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, which made it possible for me, in the academic year 1948-1949, to carry forward the research, and has most generously contributed toward defraying the expense of seeing this volume through the press ; and to my wife, Edith, whose good advice on many phases of the work, and whose devoted labors with the manuscript, helped immeasurably to bring the work to fruition.

      
        
          
            Washington University

          

          August 3, 1959

        

      

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      
        ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

      

      

      F
or
 permission to reprint parts of this book cordial thanks are due to the editors of Bibliothèque d’Humanisme et Renaissance, Convivium, Lettres d’Humanité, Modern Language Quarterly, PMLA, Studi Francesi, Studies in Philology
, and to the publishing house of A. G. Nizet in Paris. Grateful acknowledgment is also made to the publishers (Harvard University Press, William Heinemann, Ltd., and G. P. Putnam’s Sons), and to The Loeb Classical Library, for permission to quote from the following volumes in that collection :

      
        Homer, The Iliad
, by A. T. Murray

        Homer, The Odyssey
, by A. T. Murray

        Apollonius Rhodius, The Argonautica
, by R. C. Seaton

        Hesiod, The Works and Days, Theogony, The Homeric Hymns and Homerica
, by H. G. Evelyn-White

        The Greek Bucolic Poets
, by J. M. Edmonds

        The Odes of Pindar
, by John Sandys

        The Nicomachean Ethics
, by H. Rackham

      

      
        ABBREVIATIONS

        A list of abbreviations of titles frequently mentioned in the notes will be found on page 474.

        

      

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      
        CONTENTS

      

      

      
        I The Dawn of Homeric Influence in the French Renaissance 1


        II “Le feu parmy les brandes” : Ronsard on His Education as a Hellenist 42


        III Ronsard’s Use of the Greek Language 54


        IV Ronsard’s Independence of the Translations of Homer, Hesiod, and Apollonius of Rhodes 85


        V Ronsard on Homer and Virgil : The Dialogue Between Nature and Art 116


        VI Homer as the Standard of Excellence in the Poetry of Ronsard 127


        VII Ronsard’s Theory of Epic Poetry 138


        VIII Nature in Homer and Ronsard 154


        IX Ronsard’s Homeric Imagery 166


        X Homeric Ethics in the Poetry of Ronsard 185


        XI The Lesser Homeric Heroes 196


        

        XII Achilles and Odysseus 206


        XIII The Homeric Women in the Poetry of Ronsard 223


        XIV Ronsard and Homeric Religion 233


        XV Ronsard and the Gods of Homer : The Terrestrial Divinities 260


        XVI Ronsard and the Gods of Homer : The Celestial Divinities 279


        XVII Ronsard and Hesiod : Theogony


        XVIII Ronsard and Hesiod : Works and Days


        XIX Ronsard and Apollonius of Rhodes : The Argo ; The Sons of the Northwind 346


        XX Ronsard and Apollonius of Rhodes : Polydeuces-Francus ; The Ravishment of Hylas 370


        XXI The Argonautica
 and the Franciade :
 The Launching of the Fleet ; Medea-Hyante 390


        XXII The Franciade
 and the Greek Epic : The Appeal to Dynastic Pride 413


        XXIII The Franciade
 and the Greek Epic : The Dramatic Flaw 435


        XXIV The Franciade
 and the Greek Epic : The Quest for the Sovereign Style 447


        Conclusion 470


        Abbreviations 474


        Bibliography 476


        Index 492


      

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      CHAPTER I 
The Dawn of Homeric Influence in the French Renaissance

      
        I

        
T

he
 last sentence of Du Bellay’s Deffence et Illustration de la Langue Francoyse
, with its ringing encouragement to the poets of his generation to remember the treasures of Greek literature, refers with justifiable pride, after Strabo (IV, i, 5), to an ancient tradition that associates the soil of France with its Hellenic metropolis : “Vous souvienne,” says the theoretician of the Pléiade, “de votre ancienne Marseille, secondes Athenes…” Perhaps he had also learned of this tradition, so dear to those who love both Greece and France, and humane letters as well, from Thucydides (I, 13), who speaks of the Phocaeans as the founders of Marseilles. By the time Aristotle was writing his Politics
, Massilia was already an old city, whose internal revolutions supplied the philosopher with examples of the causes of instability of government by oligarchy (1305 b 5) and with illustrations of the selection for public office of men chosen for their intrinsic merit. In the same chapter of his Geography
 Strabo informs us that the elegance of the culture of Massilia had made the surrounding Gauls philhellenic.

        The centuries, the millennia, have happily not diminished this enlightened affection of their descendants, who take pride in the fact that the Homeric tradition in France originates with the sponsorship by the ancient city of Massilia of a special edition of Homer known as the ἔκδοσις Ϻασσαλιωτική. The forty-odd variants of this edition which have come down to us have been called by one of the foremost French Hellenists of the nineteenth century “une des plus précieuses reliques de notre érudition nationale.”1



        In spite of the fact that Massilia became a center for the diffusion of Hellenism, and the metropolis of colonies along the coast from Antibes (originally Antipolis) to Ampurias (from the Greek name Emporiae), and although the city maintained a reputation for Hellenism to the fifth century of the Christian era, it eventually became “barely distinguishable from an ordinary Roman municipality.”2
 After its conquest by the Visigoths around a.d.
 476 it shared in the general deterioration of Hellenic studies that overtook the Occident with the decline of the Roman Empire and that depressed the level of European intellectual life, despite more or less vigorous local rebirths, until the Renaissance.3
 In these circumstances there was no possibility of a direct influence of Homer on French literature during the Middle Ages.4



        That this entailed an immeasurable loss can hardly be doubted. Indeed, this is the opinion of some of the best qualified scholars of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. In 1846 Emile Egger had expressed the thought that the Old French language of the romans de chevalerie
 was best suited to the translation of Homer,5
 and in the following year Littré rendered the first book of the Iliad
 into Old French.6
 Here are the opening lines of that admirable translation :

        
          Chante l’ire, ô déesse, d’Achille fil Pelée,

          Greveuse et qui aux Grecs fit maux tant merveilleux,

          Livrant à Pluton l’ame maint guerrier généreux

          Et le corps aux vautours et aux chiens en curée ;

          Ainsi de Jupiter s’accomplit la pensée,

          Du jour où la querelle primerain fut levée

          D’Atride roi des hommes, d’Achille fil des dieux.

        

        The late Paul Mazon, one of the great Homeric scholars and translators of contemporary France, has said “Je ne relis jamais cette traduction de Littré, sans l’admirer chaque fois davantage.”7
 Unfortunately, the opportunity for an ideal translation of Homer in the language of Old French epic had been lost in the Middle Ages, and no one would seriously have wished for the completion of Littré’s inevitably artificial undertaking. The Roman d’Enéas
 and the Roman de Thèbes
, both sometimes attributed to Benoît de Sainte-More,8
 and, above all, his Roman de Troie
, in which one would naturally look for survivals of the Homeric tradition, are in reality related to that tradition in the most tenuous manner.9
 Benoît knew no Greek,10
 and even if he had, the text of Homer was not available, so that he was compelled to use as his sources the apocryphal journals of Dictys and Dares, which claimed to give eye-witness accounts of the Greek and Trojan sides respectively of the siege of Ilium.11
 The success throughout Europe, and particularly in Greece, of Benoît de Sainte-More’s version of Homer is one of the most remarkable ironies of literary history : “l’on vit les Grecs, oubliant leur Homère, chanter les exploits de leurs aïeux dans la traduction du trouvère français.”12
 Benoît’s near and distant successors, Guido delle Colonne,13
 Jacques Millet,14
 and Raoul le Fèvre,15
 inherited some of his vast popularity. As for the Roman de la Rose
, its 20,000 verses contain two or three references to Homer, the most important of which (vv. 7516-7518) is derived from the De Consolatione Philosophiae
 of Boethius (II, prose ii). Jean de Meun knew Greek no better than Benoît de Sainte-More, nor did he possess better facilities for acquiring indirect knowledge of the Iliad
 and Odyssey
.16
 It is impossible to say whether the Homer in Latin that belonged to the Papal Library at Avignon17
 was anything more than the Ilias Latina
, a reduction of the Iliad
 in 1,070 hexameters dating from the first century a.d.
 In the fifteenth century, the learned Cardinal Jean Jouffroy had only this abridged version on which to base his judgment of Homer as “pater omnis virtutis.”18



        François Villon, by his own confession, which should not be taken too literally, was not much of a reader : “Car de lire je suis fetart” he says in his Testament
 (v. 36). Did he not include Alcibiades among the lovely women du temps jadis ?
 (Testament
, v. 331). But in the Middle Ages everyone made the same mistake,19
 and, says one of his most sympathetic students, “… aujourd’hui nous sommes en état de dire...
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