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      Mentions légales

      Résumé

      Cette monographie du Rev. Robert J Sealy montre que, contrairement à ce qu'ont cru les historiens, l'Académie est une création originale voulue par Henri III pour combler les lacunes de sa culture philosophique. R.J. Sealy rapporte avec précision ce que furent les activités de l'Académie au cours de ses trois années d'existence et analyse la portée des interventions de ses membres au nombre desquels figurent les plus grands noms de l'époque comme Ronsard et d'Aubigné.
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      Abstract

      In his book, the Rev. R.J. Sealy shows that, contrary to what has normally been believed, the Academy was formed with the active support of Henry III, who wished to fill the gaps in his own philosophical education. This study describes in detail the activities of the Academy during its three years of existence. Members are identified - they include such names as Ronsard and Agrippa d'Aubigné - and their contributions are analysed.
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      FOREWORD

      

      The Palace Academy which Henry III established in the Louvre constitutes an aspect of the French Renaissance not yet fully understood or appreciated. Previous scholarship has considered it to have been the continuation of the Académie de poésie et de musique
 of Charles IX, insofar as its functions were assumed to have been to realize the intentions of Baïf, the architect of Charles’ academy. The purpose of this study is to show that, after having examined the same documentation as did our scholarly predecessors, the weight of the evidence has led to greatly different conclusions from those accepted in the past. The detailed scrutiny of the witnesses to the academy shows that Henry’s undertaking was never conceived by its contemporaries as the continuation of Baïf’s musical academy. Totally different in purpose, personnel and place of meeting, it was instituted for the education of the king, was converted into a school for the court and ended its sessions once again for the exclusive benefit of Henry III. This monograph studies contemporary documents to determine the periodicity of the academy, its participants, the subjects of its lectures and the historical context of its sessions. Freed from legend and disentangled from interpretations as distorting as they are fanciful, the academy appears unique as an historical event, important for the history of ideas and significant for the history of literature, if not for literary history. As a court happening, the Palace Academy throws great light on the person and character of that most enigmatic — and maligned — of monarchs, Henry III of France.

      My gratitude is hereby extended to the American Philosophical Society for support for my research and to the Research Council of my own university which never refused any request I made for substantial contributions to this monograph. I am particularly indebted to the Jesuit community at Fordham which supported me while I worked in France and to my Jesuit colleagues of Etudes
 whose interest was as supportative as it was bemused.
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      Chapter first 

INTRODUCTION

      

      In returning from Poland to assume the crown of France, Henry III abandoned a kingdom where religious toleration was policy, for a country where the demand for religious freedom would provoke prolonged rebellion. Henry came to the throne of France only two years after the violence of Saint Bartholomew and the memory of that massacre would be recalled by the Protestants in all the negotiations for peace. Even during the journey from Poland to France, during the months of Catherine de Medici’s regency, the political situation worsened. In Normandy and in Poitou, the Regent’s policy did, indeed, bring quiet, but in the Midi loyalty deteriorated under Damville. This brother of Montmorency, a Catholic and leader of the “politiques”, moved to unite with the Huguenots, which he succeeded in doing in August, 1574, just before Henry’s arrival in Turin. Henry met Damville in Turin but did not succeed in breaking the alliance between Huguenot and mécontent.
 Rather he alienated Damville and so strengthened opposition to his own authority. Entering France, he was joined in Lyons by his mother, his brother and the King of Navarre. As the Duke of Alençon had recently been involved in the Protestant rebellion in the West, and as the King of Navarre would be the natural leader of the Huguenots, were he not a prisoner at court, both were closely watched.

      Four days after his entry into Lyons (6 September 1574), the ambassadors from the German princes formally asked Henry for freedom of worship for their coreligionists. Henry replied he would forgive the Huguenots if they laid down their arms, restored the towns they had seized in the West, renounce their heresy and return to the ancient faith. This declaration was singularly revealing. Both the Emperor Maximilian and the Doge of Venice had advised Henry to start his reign by bringing peace to his subjects. Peace, of course, could be had only with religious toleration. Henry’s reply to the ambassadors meant a renewal of the religious wars. In fact, that was the decision of one of the first councils over which Henry presided as King of France.

      To the talk of war, Damville reacted sharply. Commanded by the king to disband his troops and either come to the court at Lyons or retire to Savoy, Damville issued a violent attack on the foreign influence at court. Then, abandoning 
words, he convoked the States of Languedoc, united the Huguenots and the politiques
 under his command and the authority of Condé and, on 10 January 1575, he established the Confederation of Nimes, in effect, a state within a state.

      If Henry really wanted war, his actions belied his words. Not only did he not move vigorously against Damville, but he left the South entirely, and moved north to Rheims for his coronation and his marriage (February 1575). Under Matignon, the war in the West had gone well for the throne. But war was not to Henry’s taste. After the solemn entry of the king into Paris, Henry started overtures for peace. In April the deputies from the Prince de Condé, the maréchal de Damville, from the “catholiques associés” and the Protestants of the South presented their conditions to Henry. The ninety-one articles were clear and bold : the confederates asked for complete freedom of worship for the Protestants everywhere in the kingdom, courts of law half Catholic and half Protestant, towns of safety, the release of the prisoners Montmorency and de Cossé, the rehabilitation of the victims of Saint Barthotomew’s day with punishment of their assassins and, especially, the convocation of the States General. Irritated by the temerity of their demands, Henry retorted with abrupt counter proposals and the deputies returned to the South to present them to the deputies of the Union. Summoned by Damville in September, the delegates deferred the consideration of Henry’s articles until two prior concessions had been granted : the free exercise of Protestantism in all the land and the release of the two marshals, Montmorency and de Cossé. The Huguenots were emboldened in their demands by the treaty which Condé had just concluded with John Casimir, son of the Elector of Palatine (27 September 1575) ; Casimir in return for the three bishoprics of Metz, Toul and Verdun, would lead an army of 14,000 mercenaries into France to support the Protestants.

      At this juncture, Alençon, Henry’s younger brother, who had been a virtual prisoner in the Louvre since March of the preceding year, managed to escape and fled Paris (15 September 1575). From Dreux he published a declaration of the reasons for his flight. Cloaking his ambition in the dress of the common good, Alençon openly proclaimed himself the leader of the mécontents
, i.e. the Catholics who were for toleration, and the Huguenots. As heir presumptive to the throne, in assuming command of the forces united against Henry’s authority, he would lend a spurious air of legality to the rebellion. In order to avert open revolt and in order to bring peace to France, Henry, through his mother, negotiated with his brother. Condé, meanwhile, sent a section of his hired army to the aid of Francis, but these troops were defeated by the Duke de Guise at Dormans (10 October). This victory may have helped Catherine, for she did succeed in wresting from her younger son the truce of Champigny (21 November). This truce would be for seven months and would allow breathing time for peace negociations. Provisionally, as towns of safety, Alençon received Angoulême, Niort, Saumur, Bourges and La Charité. Freedom of worship for the Protestants was granted in those cities which they occupied and the mercenaries of Casimir would be paid 500,000 pounds not to cross the Rhine. Finally, before January 1 of the coming year, Alençon, Condé, and all the cities and communities which had declared for them, were to send delegates to the king in order to achieve a lasting peace.

      

      While these concessions were reasonable on paper, they were not at all reasonable in fact. The governors of Angoulême and Bourges refused to yield their commands and Alençon had no power to stop Casimir’s army now on the march. Entering France on January 9, 1576, the invaders crossed Burgundy to move through the Loire valley and connect with the Huguenots, the mécontents
 and the Duke of Alençon. As the foreign army was moving across France, the natural leader of the Protestant forces, Henry of Navarre, succeeded, in his turn, in escaping from the Louvre (3 February). It is at this juncture of events that word is first heard of the Académie du Palais.


      

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      Chapter II 

THE INITIAL LECTURES

      
        1. The Academy in the Louvre

        Writing to the Doge the very day Henry of Navarre eluded his captors, the Venetian ambassador, Juanfranco Morosini, voiced this criticism of the King of France :

        
          II Serenissimo Re da alcuni giorni in qua ha incominciato subito doppo il desinare a pigliarsi tratenimento di retarsi in uno suo gabinetto, che no ha alcuna finestra, che li dii lume, dove per vedersi bisogna usar quello delle candelle per tutto il giorno. Quivi fa entrare Sua Maestà quattro o cinque gioveni di questa città, che fanno professione di poeti, e di humanisti, e con questi Mons il duca di Nevers, il Gran Prior suo fratello, Mons Pibrach, Mons di Suave, di donne poi la Regina di Navarra, sua sorella, Madamma di Nevers, e la Maresciala di Rez, che tutti fanno professione dilettarsi di poesia ; ove ridotti, si da il carico ad uno di quei gioveni di parlare in lode di una delle virtu inalciandola sopra le altre e finito il ragionamento ogn’uno per ordine argomenta contra quello che p’e detto ; nel qual essercitio consuma la Maestà Sua molte hore con poca satisfattione della Regina madre, e d’ogn’uno, che lo voriano in tempi si calamitosi, veder a attendere alle cose necessarie di Sua Maestà, e non a questi tratenimenti, se bene poi in altra occasione degni d’essere locati ; pero hora per le necessita, che corrono, da ogn’uno biasimati lassando per questi di ritrovarsi nel suo consiglio a trattar cosa di grandissima importentia, come da tutti quelli, che veggono in quel stato si ritrovi la Maestà Sua, e tutto questo Regno, si puo facilmente considerare, che habbia bisogna…1



        

        The cabinet de travail
, where the meetings of the Palace Academy took place, was located on the floor above the living quarters of the king, at least in the old Louvre.2
 As it was a relatively small room, the number of participants could never have been very large at any one time. In retiring after dinner in order to listen to lectures, the king violated his own rules for court etiquette. One of the firsts acts of Henry upon entering France had been to reorganize the royal household, including his council.3
 Following the model proposed by his father and grandfather, Henry ordained that the privy council meet every day, except Sundays and feast-days, immediately after the audience which took place for one hour after dinner.4
 In gathering with the academicians, the king perforce did not meet with his counselors. Morosini’s words would lead one to believe the king absented himself from the privy council every day. This is not true, as we learn from d’Aubigné. Agrippa d’Aubigné parenthetically refers to the academy in the course of his description of the preparation for the flight of Henry of Navarre, his master, a flight, incidentally, which he would join. The Queen Mother, having spent four months negotiating with her younger son, had just returned to the Louvre.5
 Suspecting her son-in-law of planning to escape from the palace as Alençon had done, she attempted to isolate him, separating him even from his personal servants. Or the three who still remained, the first was banished to Picardy.

        
          L’autre [d’Aubigné] se maintint quelques temps, ayant accès aux grands pour son savoir en choses agréables ; mesmement, le roi l’ayant faict de son Académie (c’estoit une assemblée qu’il faisoit deux fois la sepmaine en son cabinet pour ouyr les plus doctes hommes qu’il pouvoit, et mesmes quelques dames, qui avoyent estudié sur un problème tousjours proposé par celui qui avoit le mieux faict à la dernière dispute). Ce jeune homme se maintinst encores, et estoit uniquement aimé des deux frères Guisarts pour la danse, pour les balets qu’il inventoit et les entreprises qu’il leur dressoit à cheval et à pied…6



        

        This locus classicus
 on the academy not only clarifies Morosini’s text as to the number of meetings a week, it also helps us to determine with some accuracy when the academy began its sessions. From the king’s letters we know Henry of Navarre fled the Louvre on February 3.7
 D’Aubigné assures us that he accompanied his master.8
 If, however, he had participated in sufficiently numerous sessions of the academy to permit the confident statement that it met twice a week, then the academy must have begun minimally three weeks before the flight of Navarre or about the middle of the second week of January.9
 By February the meetings provoked the attention of more than the Venetian ambassador. Jacopo Corbinelli, the king’s “reader in Italian” noted in a letter of February 6 : “Academie in palazzo et altre intempestive sapientie”.10
 His sarcastic use of an academic term to refer to the deputies, who were arriving in Paris to negotiate Alençon’s peace, as “other ill-timed scholars” would indicate that he, as Morosini, did not favor Henry’s project.11
 Dr. Dale, the English ambassador, writing to Walsingham on the same day, is more contemptuous than sarcastic :

        
          The King of Navarre is departed and fled… The reiters are thought to be about Rouanne… For all these troubles the king has used of late to call certain poets and philosophers to his chamber to hear them dispute three or four hours together de primis causis de sensu et sensibili
 and such like questions. The auditors are none but the King, the Queen of Navarre, the Duke of Nevers, the Countess of Retz, and another lady or two.12



        

        While it is questionable that the discussions which followed the lectures would last some three or four hours, it is certain the term auditor, as applied to Mme de Retz, is incorrect. D’Aubigné, who was a participant, is quite specific on this point. Writing to his daughters of “les femmes doctes de nostre siècle”, he identified two of them and noted that they were among the “quelques dames” he had heard speaking in the discussions.

        
          Je choisis aussy dans la Cour pour mettre en ce rang la Mareschale de Rez et Mme de Lignerolles… Ces deux ont fait preuve de ce qu’elles savoyent plus aux choses qu’aux paroles, dans l’Académie qu’avoit dressee le Roy Henry troisiesme, et me souvient qu’un jour entre autres, le problème estoit sur l’excellence des vertus morales et intellectuelles, elles furent antagonistes, et se firent admirer.13



        

        We learn the names of those whom Morosini called poets and humanists from Binet in his life of Ronsard.

        
          Que s’il [Ronsard] avoit à discourir, en presence ou par commandement des grands avec quelque appareil, il disoit des mieux : tesmoin le docte discours qu’il fit sur le sujet des vertus actives,… par le commandement, et en presence du Roy Henry III, lors que ce prince voulut dresser l’Académie de son Palais, et fit choix des plus doctes hommes de son roiaume, pour aprendre à moindre peine les bonnes lettres par leurs rares discours, enrichis des plus belles choses qu’on peust rechercher sur un sujet, et qu’ils debvoient faire chacun à leur tour. Du nombre desquels furent choisis des premiers avec Ronsard, le sieur de Pybrac, qui estoit autheur de ceste entreprise, et Doron Maistre des Resquestes, Tyard Evesque de Chalons, Baïf, Desportes Abbé de Tyron et le docte du Perron.14



        

        The “learned Du Perron” was indeed a lecturer in the Palace academy, as we shall see ; however, he did not speak during the first sessions because he could not have been “among the first, with Ronsard”. According to the biography which prefaces the complete edition of his works, Du Perron initially met Henry during the States General at Blois (December 1576-February 1577).15



        An interesting portrait of the first sessions of the academy is given by Etienne Pasquier. Like Binet, he was a contemporary of the events he describes ; also like Binet, he recorded his memories of the sessions many years after they had taken place. In one of his letters, Pasquier describes the success which his satiric, albeit anonymous, verses had had. He cites examples both in Latin and in French, and explains the circumstances of their composition. Because this letter has been used to confound the academy of Charles IX with that of Henry III,16
 it will be profitable to examine it closely. The satiric verses which occasioned the error were provoked by the Latin lessons given to the king by Claude Doron in November 1575 :17



        
          Gallia dum passim civilibus occidit armis,

          Et cinere obruitur semisepulta suo,

          Grammaticam exercet media Rex noster in aula,

          Dicere jamque potest vir generosus, amo.

          Declinare cupit, vere declinat et ille,

          Rex bis qui fuerat, fit modo Grammaticus.18
...
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