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      Résumé

      R.G. Witt présente ici une étude des "lettres publiques" - plus de huit mille sont connues à l'heure actuelle - de Coluccio Salutati, chancelier humaniste de la République de Florence. Les lettres de Salutati, restées exemplaires, consistent en missives, contrats, instructions d'ambassadeurs, et autres écrits officiels; elles suffisent à montrer que la "rhétorique institutionnelle" a atteint la perfection avec cet humaniste florentin de la fin du XIVe siècle.
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      Abstract

      Coluccio Salutati was the chamcelor of the Republic of Florence at the end of the XIVth century. His public letters remain an unequalled testimony to the perfection of "institutional rhetorics".
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      Chapter I 

INTRODUCTION

      
        “With, the favor of the finest of peoples I hope that one day men will write on my tombstone ‘Chancellor of the Florentines.’” Coluccio Salutati to Gaspare Squaro de’ Broaspini, July 20, 1375.1


      

      

      The public letters or missives were the most regular form of communication in medieval Italy between the rulers of a state and their officials in the field, between a state and its subject territories, and between one state and another. In the large field of institutional rhetoric, which included statutes and contracts among other writings, the missives provided the widest possibilities for freedom of expression.2
 Although governed by various traditions, the public letters were not bound to rigid formulae as were documents claiming legal standing. Authors of missives, while writing in the name of a public authority, were consequently able to put the imprint of their own style on their work and rulers vied to have eloquent chancellors in their service. The twelfth and thirteenth centuries are generally regarded as the most creative period in the history of medieval institutional rhetoric. Yet perhaps the greatest author of missives in the Middle Ages belonged to the last part of the fourteenth century. True, he had no successor, but with him the missive form reached its perfection.

      Coluccio Salutati (1331-1406) was elected to the Florentine chancery in April 1375. Well-known to the intellectual community of the capital, he had come to Florence the previous year to assume the duties of notary of the Tratte
, the official charged with supervising the complicated system of public 
elections. Son of Piero Salutati, leader of the local Guelf Party in the Valdinievole located on the frontier between Lucchese and Florentine territories, Coluccio as a baby shared the fate of his family exiled in the aftermath of a Ghibelline takeover of the commune of Buggiano.3
 From the age of five to nineteen he lived in Bologna where Piero Salutati had taken service with the lord of the city, Taddeo dei Pepoli. It was there in the leading educational center of Italy that Salutati received his formal education. He studied rhetoric with Pietro da Moglio, the greatest teacher of the subject in the period, and took the two-year notarial course at the university to prepare himself for a future career.

      With Piero Salutati dead and the Pepoli regime on the verge of collapse, the Salutati family returned to the Valdinievole in 1350 / 1. Florentine authority had been firmly established there since 1339 and the confiscated lands of Guelf exiles had been restored to their owners. Over the next sixteen years the young Salutati divided his time between private practice, local politics, employment in various provincial governments, and the study of literature. By the early 1360’s he came into close contact with major Florentine intellectuals like Boccaccio and Francesco Nelli. In 1367 he accepted a post at Todi in papal territory and in the following year went to Rome to enter the service of the papacy recently returned from Avignon. After two years he longed to leave the Curia and in 1370 he used his connections to obtain the appointment of chancellor of Lucca. Because of factional rivalries, however, he lost his post after a year and in 1372 returned home to Buggiano. It was from this position of relative obscurity that he was raised in 1374 to the newly created post of notary of the Tratte
 in Florence. Then in 1375 with the disgrace of the Florentine chancellor, Niccoló Monachi, Salutati became chancellor as well.

      Although the Florentine chancellor had a number of other duties such as keeping the records of special consultative groups called Consulte e Practiche
, his primary task was to write letters.4
 First and foremost a dictator litterarum
 entrusted with corresponding with foreign powers including the pope, the emperor, and the king of France on behalf of the Signoria
, the chancellor had to be a person of some literary distinction — Brunetto Latini was the first known holder of the office which came to bear that name. By means of the chancellor’s skill the Florentine Republic presented its official image to the outside world. Closely related to this was the duty to supervise the dispatch of embassies and to communicate with them while abroad. He wrote both the commissions and other documents pertinent to their missions. After 1395 
his office was specifically charged with receiving reports from ambassadors on their return home. Within Florentine territory, moreover, the chancellor served as principal intermediary for correspondence to and from Florentine administrative officials in the field and subject communes. Frequently private citizens petitioned the chancery for special kinds of letters as well.

      Salutati’s output of letters was enormous. In the course of his thirty-one year tenure of the chancery he was the author of tens of thousands of missives. Over eight thousand are known and the recovery of others, especially in manuscript collections outside Italy, is very probable. Although subsequent generations esteemed this early humanist largely for his scholarly contribution, Salutati’s initial international reputation stemmed from his official letters written in the name of the Florentine Signoria
. He will be treated in the following pages not as the leading humanist of his generation but as the great master of ars dictaminis
.

      In recent years students of the early Italian Renaissance have increasingly acknowledged elements of continuity between humanism and the medieval rhetorical tradition.5
 While recognizing important differences between humanists and thirteenth-century dictatores
, scholars point to the fact that the two groups held similar positions in their respective societies and employed many of the same literary forms of expression. For Salutati specifically they emphasize the extent to which his official writings elaborate political themes inherited from his non-humanist predecessors.6
 The following analysis not only examines this thematic continuity in detail but also attempts to define Salutati’s place in the evolution of Italian chancery style.7
 The clear tendency of this study is to see Salutati more as the last of the great medieval chancellors rather than as the progenitor of a line of humanist ones.

      Although limited, the selection of public letters included in the appendix should suffice to convey to the modern reader something of the effect these letters had on contemporaries. These were not closet meditations. Missives were written under pressure, in the midst of office hubbub with government employees going and coming. Drafts were carried back and forth between the chancery, the executive colleges and the councils ; they were read, criticized, 
altered. Political events often forced last minute changes before dispatch. Yet out of this confusion emerged some of the finest statements on freedom and patriotism found in these centuries. The reading of these letters by their recipients was a literary event. Often immediately transcribed by those with access to the original, these copies, eagerly read, served in turn as the basis for other transcriptions. It is always difficult to assess the power of rhetoric to influence human actions, but, if the words attributed to Florence’s mortal enemy, Giangaleazzo Visconti, are true, then “one letter of Salutati was worth a troop of horses.”8
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          Epistolario di Coluccio Salutati
, ed. Francesco Novati, Fonti per la storia d’Italia, 15-18 (Rome, 1891-1916), 1 : 206 : “Officium quidem inprimis magni splendoris et nominis, unde affatim lucrum suppetit, quo potens in patria famosusque egregiorum per ora vivorum volito. corporis valitudo prospera, et gratia istorum civium optimorum spero Florentinorum cancellarium inscribi sepulcro.”
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          The term “institutional rhetoric” is borrowed from Mario Marti, “La prosa,” in Le origini e il Duecento
, ed. Emilio Cecchi and Natalino Sapegno, Storia della letteratura italiana, vol. 1 (Milan, 1965), 526.
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          For the life of Coluccio Salutati to 1374 see, Francesco Novati, La giovinezza di Coluccio Salutati (1331-1333)
 (Turin, 1883) ; Berthold L. Ullman, The Humanism, of Coluccio Salutati
, Medioevo e Umanesimo, vol. 4 (Padua, 1963), 3-11 ; Ronald Witt, “Coluccio Salutati and the Political Life of the Commune of Buggiano (1351-1374),” Rinascimiento
, n.s. 6 (Florence, 1966), 27-56 ; and “Coluccio Salutati, Citizen of Lucca, 1370-2,” Traditio
 25 (1969), 191-216.
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          4 Demetrio Marzi, La cancelleria della Repubblica fiorentina 
(Rocca San Casciano, 1910), 17-19, 29-34, 52-56, 69-71, 74-79, 82-91
, treats the duties of this office in detail together with the careers of those who held the office up to 1375.
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          Francesco Novati, La giovinezza
, 68-84, was perhaps the earliest to explore this relationship between ars dictaminis
 and early humanism. Foremost among modern scholars stressing this connection are Paul O. Kristeller, Studies in Renaissance Thought and Letters
, Storia e letteratura, vol. 54 (Rome, 1956), 561-7 ; Helene Wieruszowski, Politics and Culture in Medieval Spain and Italy
, Storia e letteratura, vol. 121 (Rome, 1971), 377 and 589-627 ; and Jerrold E. Seigel, Rhetoric and Philosophy in Renaissance Humanism
 (Princeton, 1958), 200-225.
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          Nicolai Rubinstein, “Florence and the Despots. Some Aspects of Florentine Diplomacy in the Fourteenth Century,” Transactions of the Royal Historical Society
, 5th
 ser. 2 (1952), 21-45 ; and Peter Herde, “Politik und Rhetorik in Florenz am Vorabend der Renaissance. Die Ideologische Rechtfertigung der Florentiner Aussenpolitik durch Coluccio Salutati,” Archiv für Kulturgeschichte
 47 (1965), 141-220.
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          Kristeller represents the predominant opinion on the difference between Salutati’s style and that of the thirteenth-century dictatores
 when he writes (Studies
, 564) : “The style of writing used by Salutati is quite different from that of Petrus de Vineis or of Rolandinus Passagerii.” While true for style in personal works, the statement must be strongly qualified for Salutati’s institutional writings.
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          Novati, Epist
., 4 : 247-8 and 514, provides various versions of this statement supposedly made by Giangaleazzo.

        

      

    

  


		

    
		

  
    
      Chapter II 

THE PUBLIC LETTERS AND THE MECHANICS OF PRODUCTION

      In the early winter of 1390 an unknown cleric in the chancery of Richard II of England, in the course of routinely transcribing an official letter from Florence into the royal registers, was so struck by its beauty that he made a marginal notation : “Nota hic bonam litteram.”1
 This reaction was typical of the effect the official letters of Florence had on a generation of readers. Because of popular demand numerous collections of these missives were made during Salutati’s lifetime, some directly under his own supervision in response to requests, others by those who had access to the registers or to the originals. Even after his death interest in them persisted. A letter of 1429 from the newly appointed secretary of the Infante of Portugal requesting a copy of Salutati’s missives to aid him in writing his own letters reflects the high opinion they still enjoyed abroad.2
 If they were no longer utilized for such practical purposes in Italy, the frequent appearance of selected missives in Italian manuscripts in the first half of the fifteenth century indicates that Salutati’s public correspondence nonetheless continued to be appreciated for its literary value.

      A list of the most important collections of these letters roughly according to the chronological order of the material they contain follows :

      
        B.V., Capponi 147, XIV cent., paper, 456 pages, contains both state letters and private writings of Salutati, most of them autograph.3
 Roughly half the state letters appearing in draft form are found in a finished state in the official registers or vice-versa. The remainder are either rough drafts or final copies not duplicated in the registers. The collection predominantly has letters from the 1380’s and 1390’s but includes the earliest known state letters of Salutati along with some written as late as 1404-5. Because the greater percentage of these state letters were directed to the pope, cardinals, or kings, correspondence which required the approval of both colleges as well as that of the Signoria
, this might conceivably be the rationale for the collection. Yet so much other material is interspersed that the possibility seems unlikely. There are blank pages but never more than two at any point. My suggestion is that originally the folios were separate and, perhaps after Salutati’s death, were later combined to form a volume. A copy of the Capponi is found in B.M.F., C 89.

        A.S.F., Signoria, I Canc., Miss., XVI, XIV cent., paper, ff. 1-85v
, with letters from July 22, 1375-July 28, 1378.4
 Letters follow consecutively to 85v
 (March 9, 1376). Letter of May 5, 1376 added to fill in space (85v
) and notation of July 28, 1378 appears as an addendum (85v
-86).

        Miss., XV, XIV cent., paper, ff. 1-90, letters from Sept. 7, 1375-Nov. 1, 1376.

        Miss., XVII, XIV cent., paper, ff. 1-128. Letters from March 8, 1376-August 17, 1377 (erroneously described in inventory as ending July 29, 1377 — see, 79).

        B.R.F., 786, XIV-XV cent., paper, ff. 1-236. Letters from Nov. 11, 1376-Nov. 29, 1378 (1-110v
). This section of the manuscript probably represents the contents of a lost book of registers for these dates. Thereafter follow a letter to the king of England dated July 30, 1377 (111) and an unfinished copy of a letter to the pope (111v
-113) taken from the complete copy found 121v
-125. At the very bottom of 110v
 appears the name of the original owner, “liber Mariocti ser Johannis Bencini,” who served in the chancery on three occasions between 1431 and 1451 as notary of the Signoria
.5
 On 114 the name of Bencini occurs again at the top and most of page is occupied by an unfinished essay on the three classical languages. This folio probably represents the first page of the group of letters which follows (115-174v
) covering the period from August 17, 1377 (121v
-125) to April 30, 1379 (157v
-158). The letters in this section are not in exact chronological order. To a more exaggerated degree than the missives below, the lost register from which these letters were copied had probably been carelessly bound together without much attention given to the time sequence of the contents. A letter to the emperor dated February 2, 1385 (175-6v
) immediately follows the last letter in this group and then begins a third set of letters described below n. 10. At the end of the century the manuscript became the property of Pietro Crinito (died 1505) : in the right-hand corner, 1, is written “Petri Criniti et amicorum.”

        Miss., XVIII, XIV cent., paper, ff. 1-175v
, letters from April 29, 1379-May 26, 1380.

        Miss., XIX, XIV cent., paper, ff. 4-236v
, letters from May 27, 1380-April 20, 1382.

        Miss., XX, XIV cent., paper, ff. 15-287, letters from August 19, 1384-December 31, 1387 (erroneously catalogued as beginning Sept. 3, 1384 — see, 17). Many blank pages and sequence of letters at points very disturbed.

        Miss., XXI, XIV cent., paper, ff. 1-142, letters from Jan, 1, 1387-Nov. 7, 1389.

        Miss., XXII, XIV cent., paper, ff. 1-191, letters from Nov. 5, 1389-March 4, 1392. Letters in this register partially duplicate B.R.F., 786, ff. 176v
-222v
, but the latter has several letters not in the register : for example, that of July 17, 1390, to duke of Bavaria, 202-203. This is, however, found in Capponi, 313.

        Miss., XXIII, XIV cent., 1-185, letters from March 6, 1392-March 5, 1394 (erroneously catalogued as ending on Feb. 12, 1394 — see, 173v
).

        Miss., XXIV, XIV cent., 1-187v
. Letters from February 13, 1394-March 14, 1396.

        B.C.S., 5.5.8 (photographs of codex available in A.S.F.), XIV cent., 1-130, letters from February 22, 1394-April 1, 1406. Apparently a complete register from the Florentine State Archives, this collection was primarily reserved for important correspondence.6
 The manuscript was discovered by Ludwig Bertalot and a microfilm was sent to the state archives after his death by Paul O. Kristeller in Bertalot’s name.

        B.R.F., 786, XIV-XV cent., ff. 212-236, letters from April 17, 1399-April 12, 1400. Generally unimportant communications and no duplication with B.C.S., 5.5.8.

        Miss., XXV, 15-97v
, letters from October 9, 1400-May 12, 1403. These letters are copied in Vat. Lat. 3431, and there is a selection from the Vatican manuscript found in Bib. Univ. Bologna, 1556.

        Miss., XXVI, 1-152, letters from March 20, 1403-April 30, 1406.

      

      Although these are the major sources for Florentine state letters, copies of missives either individually or in groups can be found in hundreds of other manuscripts and in some cases the correspondence is not duplicated by the larger collections. The assortment of state letters of Pietro della Vigna, Salutati, and Zambeccari, which exists in at least three copies (B.N.N., V.F., 37 ; Gravenhage, Holland, X 131 [old num. 129, A22] ; and Bressanone, Archivio del Seminario, B.2) offers a few instances of letters not in the principal sources.7
...
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