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      STYLISTIC MATTERS

      

      
        English spelling of place names is used whenever applicable ; the names of most historical figures are rendered in their national language, or, if well known, according to the usual English usage.

        In quotations from the Latin sources, the letter “v” is introduced for facility in reading, and abbreviations are spelled out.

        The following abbreviations are used :
                        Opera

Budé’s Opera omnia
, Basel, 1557.
Luc.

volume I (Lucubrationes variae
) of the above.
Rép.

L. Delaruelle, Répertoire analytique et chronologique de la correspondance de Guillaume Budé
, Toulouse, 1907.
BSHPF

Bulletin de la Société de l’Histoire du Protestantisme français.

T.H.R.
Travaux d’Humanisme et Renaissance.

Allen
Opus epistolarum Desiderii Erasmi Roterodami
, P. S. Allen, A. Allen, and H. W. Garrod, eds., Oxford, 1906-1958.
Rogers
Elizabeth Frances Rogers, The Correspondence of Sir Thomas More
 (Princeton, 1947).
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      INTRODUCTION

      

      
        “La dernière chose qu’on trouve en faisant un ouvrage, est de savoir celle qu’il faut mettre la première.”

        (Blaise Pascal.)

      

      Guillaume Budé was the foremost French humanist of his generation and perhaps of the entire Renaissance. He had countless admirers in his own day and was ranked with Erasmus. He enjoyed a long and productive life during which he wrote five major works and a number of shorter treatises and translations, and fathered a dozen children. He was most famous for the erudite scholarship exemplified in his ponderous tomes on the Roman Law, ancient weights and measures, and on the Greek language. Today he is still remembered for his role in founding the institutions that became the Bibliothèque Nationale and the Collège de France. Budé was the friend of humanists, students, diplomats, churchmen, poets, courtiers, magistrates, and a king, all of whom treasured his advice and affection. While he did have rivais among other humanists, we do not know of any real enemies.

      Despite Budé’s general fame — he is honored by the display of his bust in the entrance to the Bibliothèque Nationale and by a statue in a courtyard of the Collège de France, by a series of classics and a journal published by the Association Guillaume Budé, by a street bearing his name on the Ile Saint-Louis, and even by a series of Mediterranean cruises — he has directly inspired but little scholarly research. The precise nature of his contributions is not well-appreciated, for most scholars, dazzled by the brilliance of his reputation and inhibited by the number and complexity of his works, have not had the temerity to explore his thought. Furthermore, most of his life is shrouded in mystery, and even the main events of his life in the period during which the majority of his works appeared have never been placed in their correct historical perspective.

      There are few substantial books or monographs devoted to Budé’s life and thought ; none of them is in English. Budé has had no biographer since 18841
, and the last significant work devoted to him was a partial analysis of his literary works in 1907.2
 Since then, a few monographs have increased our understanding of limited aspects of his thought.3


      

      The present work was undertaken to provide a reasonably thorough biography of Budé in English, with special attention not only to his major works — the subjects of specialized studies noted throughout the present text — but also to the much-neglected topic of his role in French society and government. The major emphasis of this work will be upon Budé’s last twenty-five years, as a subject and servant of Francis I. Not only was Budé at the height of his activity during these years, but the documentation for this reign is richer than for the previous reigns.

      The author hopes that this work will provide some new insights into the life of a great figure of the Renaissance and into the relationships among humanism, politics, and the Reformation in sixteenth century France.

    

  

  
    p.1

    
      1

      
          Eugène de Budé, Vie de Guillaume Budé, fondateur du Collège de France (1467-1540)
 (Paris, 1884).

        

      

    

    
      2

      
          Louis Delaruelle, Etudes sur l’humanisme française : Guillaume Budé, les origines, les débuts, les idées maîtresses
 (Paris, 1907), hereafter referred to as Guillaume Budé.


        

      

    

    
      3

      
          Jean Plattard, Guillaume Budé et les origines de l’humanisme français
 (Paris, 1923, reprinted 1966) ; Josef Bohatec, Budé und Calvin :. Studien zur Gedankenwelt des französischen Frühhumanismus
 (Graz, 1950). For a list of recent articles, especially those of Donald R. Kelley and Marie-Madeleine de la Garanderie, consult the bibliography.

        

      

    

  


		

    
		

  
    
      CHAPTER FIRST 
THE YOUNG BUDÉ

      
        “To spend too much time in studies is sloth.”

        (Francis Bacon, Essays : Of Studies.
)

      

      The earliest Budé appearing in reliable historical records was Guillaume, buyer of wine for the royal table in 1388,1
 who died about 1420 without issue. His brother, Jean, married into another family of “maîtres des garnisons du vin du Roy” but himself became royal secretary and notary. The brothers came from the region around Auxerre, to the southeast of Paris. Jean Budé married a local girl (whose father is reputed to have been noble), obtained a post from the Crown, and moved his household to Paris. Jean and Guillaume Budé were both ennobled in September, 1399.2
 Soon afterward, Jean became contrôleur de l’audience de la chancellerie.

3



      Jean’s son, Dreux, succeeded him in these offices ; he is listed as having held the posts of audiencier de la Chancellerie
 and garde du trésor des Chartes du Roy.

4
 From some time before 1471 until 1482, Jean II, the son of Dreux, was himself garde du trésor.
 Jean II was employed in at least one diplomatic mission ; on the death of Charles the Bold in 1477, he was sent to Burgundy by Louis XI with the confirmation of the privileges of the city of Dijon. Although he lost his post in a series of scandals and lawsuits at the end of the reign of Louis XI, the post returned to his son Dreux II, in 1497.5



      Jean II Budé held three seigneuries
 near Paris : Villiers-sur-Marne, Yerres, and Marly-la-Ville.6
 He was however, certainly not wealthy enough to provide handsomely for all of the eighteen children born to his wife between 1455 and 1480.

      Dreux Budé (1455-1528), the eldest son of Jean II, received half of his father’s estate (including the seigneuries of Yerres and Marly).7
 He also succeeded his father in the offices of trésorier des chartes
 and audiencier.
 The rest of Jean Budé’s sons entered a variety of careers. It is likely that Guillaume’s post of secrétaire du roi
 was obtained for him by his father, probably by a royal favor rather than through outright purchase. Two other brothers became churchmen, with the help of a highly-placed cousin, Jacques Raguier, Bishop of Troyes from 1484 to 1518. He brought Etienne (1459-1501) and Louis (1470-1517), Guillaume’s favorite brother, to Troyes in 1494.8



      The eldest son, Dreux, was already wealthy in his own right, and soon after his father’s death he ceded the property at Marly to his brother, Guillaume.9
 At about the same time, Guillaume helped execute the will of Etienne, who left him a horse. Budé was closest to one of his younger brothers, Louis ; they appear to have studied Greek together while in their twenties. Guillaume must have visited Louis frequently at Troyes ; five of his published letters are dated from there. He mentions Louis’ death in a letter to Erasmus on December 12, 1517.10



      Guillaume Budé came from a family of distinguished chancery and treasury officers. Members of his own generation did very well ; among his siblings one finds, in addition to the two churchmen, three élus
, a trésorier de l’artillerie
, and the above-mentioned trésorier des chartes
 and audiencier.
 Budé’s sisters married well ; a royal secretary, a mint assayer, a notary, and a “conseiller du roy et général des Monnoyes” are listed among their husbands.11
 Budé’s mother was a daughter of a secrétaire du roi
 under Charles VI and Charles VII, who was also a “maître des comptes.”

      It is, then, not incongruous to find Budé engaged, through most of his career, as an employee or officer of the Crown. There are also excellent reasons in his background for his having an interest in philology and scholarship.12
 One reason is that for generations the men of his family had been occupied in the drafting and keeping of state records, and were not only secretaries but professional antiquaries.13
 Moreover, Jean II Budé is famous in his own right as the possessor of a rare luxury, an extensive collection of manuscripts, many of which ended up in Guillaume’s library.14



      We have little direct information about Budé’s childhood and education other than the fact that he attended law school at Orleans for a few years ; this was probably from 1483 to 1486. It is unlikely that he was greatly inspired by this education, particularly if one considers his later remarks on the legal profession (see Chapter II, below). In any event, it appears clear that he had taken the first step toward a career in government ; a successful lawyer with Budé’s connections could aspire to be a conseiller au parlement
, for example. Considering his later works written against the medieval commentators on the Roman Law, we may suppose that his reaction to his training at Orleans was similar to that of Erasmus (who visited there in 1500), who felt “lost” among Accursius, Bartholus, and Baldus. In 1513, in spite of the contributions of Budé and the other “legal humanists”, nothing had yet changed in the teaching of the law.15
 It still consisted of reading and memorizing the texts and commentaries of the medieval commentators and “post-glossators”. Considering his later reaction against the whole legal profession, he was probably not exactly enthusiastic for the study of the law as he found it at Orleans. On the other hand his later interest in Roman Law, albeit from an historical or antiquarian rather than legal point of view, may in fact stem from this period.

      It is most likely that legal training for this young bourgeois represented a means to the end of a post in the royal administration or legal apparatus. In fact it may well have been a long vacation ending in his failure to obtain the necessary credentials for such work, for there is no evidence to suggest that Budé obtained a law degree. Whatever his experience at Orleans, or his prospects for the future, he returned to Paris and a life of pleasure devoted to hunting and falconry.16



      Almost thirty years later, at the height of his career as a humanist, he wrote an entire treatise in Latin on hunting, ostensibly to demonstrate to the King that Latin could be used to treat of any subject, even the most mundane. Francis I, who enjoyed hunting but knew no Latin, may have been impressed. It is ironic that this was to be the first of Budé’s works to be translated !17



      Around 1491, at the age of twenty-three, Budé had a dramatic change of heart or “conversion” experience and began to make up for his wasted youth by engaging in long and frenzied periods of study, so much so that he became internationally famous for perseverence and dedication to learning. There are many anecdotes about this, some of which may not be apocryphal.18
 Among these are the story that he studied for several hours on his wedding night, and another about the time he remained at his desk when informed that the house had caught on fire, explaining that his wife was in charge of household matters.

      Probably the most serious consequence of Budé’s study habits, which developed a bit later, was the precarious state of his health. That he was able to work at all in his miserable physical state is heroic, whatever the significance of his work. This disease could have had a profoundly discouraging effect on Budé, and may well have influenced his frequent speculations on the attractions of the contemplative life and have contributed to his melancholy.

      From the early 1500’s Budé suffered from terrible and constant headaches, which were probably migraine. In 1519 he wrote Erasmus that for fourteen years he had had scarcely three nights free from incredible pain. He mentions his illness in other passages as well.19
 His head pains were accompanied by a swelling of the throat and a consequent difficulty in breathing. His wife had to keep tapping his shoulders to make him turn over in his sleep in order not to choke. He also suffered from paleness, balding, emaciation, weakness, and a certain bitterness in temperament. The doctors believed that the illness was caused by a concentration of “vapors” at the top of his head, and they persuaded him to undergo the painful procedure of cauterizing his scalp with red-hot irons to dissipate these vapors. The “vapors” only became worse, as Le Roy says, for they “liquified” and spread to his forehead, temples, and eyes.20



      We should bear in mind other events of the 1500’s which significantly changed Budé’s life and were contemporaneous with his first publications. When Budé’s father died, Guillaume was the eldest unmarried son in the Budé household.21
 His mother died in 1506, and about this time Guillaume married Roberte Le Lieur, set up his own household, and began having headaches.

      Budé was thirty-eight at this time ; his wife seems to have been only fifteen.22
 What little else is known of her indicates that she came from a similar background — a family of well-educated book-owning civic officials and dignitaries.23
...
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