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      FOREWORD

      

      This study, which is a development of doctoral disseration (presented to Tufts University, Medford, Massachusetts, in March 1969) has benefited by unmeasurable assistance in various forms from teachers, friends, scholars in the field and from my family. It is gratefully acknowledged that a part of the research was made possible by grants from the French government for the years 196-769. Among my teachers at Tufts, I would like to thank especially Professor Nancy L. Roelker for her encouragement and valuable comments on matters of both substance and style. During revisions for publication, advice and comments from M. Alain Dufour of the Musée historique de la Réformation in Geneva and Professor Robert M. Kingdon of the University of Wisconsin were most helpful. I am also indebted to Doyen Henri Meylan of the University of Lausanne for his kind encouragement and useful information about archival sources in Switzerland. This work owes much to the courteous and effective service of archivists and librarians, especially in Swiss cities and in London where, thanks to their help, I could accomplish more than I had expected in my short stay. In France, my research was greatly facilitated by bibliographical information given by M. Pierre Petitmengin, bibliothécaire en chef of the Ecole Normale Supérieure.

      As a modest token of my gratitude, I dedicate this work to all those who have supported my enterprise.

      Paris, March 1970

      J. S.

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      STYLISTIC MATTERS

      

      
        1. Spelling of Proper Names

        English spelling is used whenever applicable. For example, Francis I instead of François Ier
, Brussels instead of Bruxelles. W. L. Langer, ed., An Encyclopedia of World History
 (Boston, 1962) was used as a guide.

        2. Quotations

        Original spelling in the edition or the manuscript indicated is preserved except that in passages from unedited manuscript sources,
                  Apostrophies are added for easier reading. For example, “je n’eusse” instead of “je neusse.”
The inversions of “i” and “j” and of “u” and “v” are revised.
Modern usage of capital letters and punctuation is followed.
Abbreviations are spelled out. For example, “nostre” instead of “nre.”
Accents are used only for the final “é” and as a distinguishing mark for “à” and “où.”



        3. Footnotes

        Roman numerals following the title or the author indicate the volume, and arabic numerals, the page, unless otherwise specified. For manuscript collections, arabic numerals are used for volume numbers followed by folio numbers in parentheses.

      

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      INTRODUCTION

      

      Along with Louis of Condé, Anthony of Bourbon, and Jeanne d’Albret,1
 Gaspard de Coligny, Admiral of France (1519-72) played a leading role in the first period of the Wars of Religion. He has been often considered more religiously motivated than the other noble Huguenot leaders of sixteenth-century France.2
 All the dominant political and religious questions of the day were also reflected in his career. For these two reasons, his life seems to be an appropriate focus for the study of the Protestant movement as a factor in French sixteenth-century politics. Internal and external politics in France from 1550 to 1572, the period of Coligny’s most active career, were determined by three major factors : continuing Hapsburg-Valois rivalry, power struggles between the Guises and the Montmorencys, and the religious question. These three were inseparably interrelated.

      After the death of Henry II, his young and inexperienced successors — Francis II (1559-60) and Charles IX (1560-74) — could not control great nobles whom even Henry II could not restrain except by a policy of maintaining equilibrium 
between the Montmorencys and the Guises.3
 Francis II was controlled by the Guises, whose niece was his Queen consort, Mary Stuart.4
 Charles IX was only ten years old when he came to the throne. The title of king had great authority in France, but Charles IX was too young and too inexperienced to give substance to royal authority.5


      The Crown became prey to power struggles between Guise and anti-Guise nobles, Catholics and Huguenots. Religious disputes were combined with political power struggles, thus aggravating the cleavage in the nation. Catherine de’ Medici, the Queen Mother, barely preserved some substance of royal authority by her policy of balance of power in the midst of factional strife. Each faction claimed to be the defender of the French Crown and blamed its opponents for usurping and disobeying royal authority. Catherine, who refused to support any one faction consistently, was suspected by all.6
 Neither Charles IX nor Catherine was strong enough to lead the nation by arbitrating factional conflicts of interests. Great nobles could very well defy the royal government by their wealth, numerous followers and foreign support. The Guise-Catholic party professed amity with Spain which was ready to intervene in France in the name of religion. Condé’s Huguenot party attracted nobles hostile to the Guises and was backed by English money and German soldiers. It was in these chaotic conditions of domestic and foreign politics that Gaspard de Coligny emerged as a potential national leader in France.

      The intermittent wars from 1562 to 1598 have often been interpreted as expressing essentially political issues and ambitious fought under the cloak of religion. To regard the Wars of Religion solely as political struggles, however, seems to be as wrong as to consider them as fought wholly for the sake of religion. Undoubtedly individual motives for conversion and degrees of commitment to the Reformed Religion were varied and complex : for some individuals, conversion was a genuine spiritual experience to a doctrine for which they were willing to die ; for others, it was a political means to fight against royal encroachment upon feudal prerogatives. In the twentieth century, religious conversion does not necessarily involve a clear-cut change of political loyalty; in sixteenth-century France, however, the attitude of the Crown created a conflict, because it denied the possibility of combining political loyalty and religious dissent. Due to the close relationship between the Roman Church and the French Crown and to the generally-held conviction that religious unity was essential to the unity of the state, any deviation in religious belief was easily identified with disloyalty to the King and political discontent found its expression in religious dissent. In the highly complex interplay of religion and politics, some French Calvinists wanted to be loyal to the French Crown, which was closely tied to Rome, while they firmly believed in the superiority of the Reformed Religion.

      

      In the turbulence of religious and political controversies, plots and counterplots of family feuds and personal ambitions, where did Coligny place his final loyalty ? The cause of the Reform ? The interests of the French Crown ? The honor of the house of Montmorency ? His own glory ? Undoubtedly his motives in each moment of decision were complex. This paper will attempt to analyze the Interplay of politics and religion in the career of Gaspard de Coligny in terms of a conflict in loyalties.
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        Coligny’s autograph letter to his wife dated August 18, 1572 
Musée historique de la Réformation, Genève


      

    

  

  
    p.9

    
      1

      
          Louis of Bourbon, Prince of Condé (1530-69), and Anthony of Bourbon, King of Navarre (1518-62), were the Princes of the Blood, next to the Valois in the line of succession to the Crown of France. The House of Bourbon (1490-1527), their great-uncle, who royal blood since the time of the Constable of Bourbon (1490-1527), their great-uncle, who had fought for the Emperor Charles V against Francis I. In the 1550’s, Bourbon influence was less than that of the Montmorencys and the Guises. Anthony married Jeanne d’Albret (1528-72), daughter of Marguerite, Francis I’s sister, and heiress of the Kingdom of Navarre. Their son was to become King of France as Henry IV. Alphonse de Ruble. Antoine de Bourbon et Jeanne d’Albret
 (4 vols. ; Paris, 1881-86) and Jeanne d’Albret et la Guerre Civile
 (Paris, 1897). Nancy L. Roelker, Queen of Navarre, Jeanne d’Albret 1528-1572
 (Cambridge, Mass., 1968), 149. L. Romier, La Conjuration d’Amboise
 (Paris, 1923), 11, 37, 26-7, 220-22, 237-6 ; Les Origines Politiques des Guerres de Religion
 (2 vols. ; Paris, 1913-14), II, 257-61. J. H. Mariéjol, Catherine de Médicis
 (Paris, 1920), 71 ff.

        

      

    

    
      2

      
          Jules Delaborde, Gaspard de Coligny
 (3 vols. ; Paris, 1879-82), I, 396-409 ; III, 240, 386-7. Delaborde maintains that Coligny’s affiliation with the Reform was motivated more by religion rather than by ambition. H. Hauser considers the conversion of Coligny and his brothers as genuinely spiritual experiences : “Quelquefois, c’est la grâce qui les touche, comme ces trois frères, parents des Montmorency — les Chastillon — que les hautes charges d’Etat ou même d’Eglise et la richesse foncière, pas plus que les menaces royales et la prison, n’empecheront de devenir les héros de la croyance nouvelle.” La Naissance du Protestantisme
 (Paris, 1940), 77. Whitehead, Gaspard de Coligny
 (London, 1904), 69-70 : interprets Coligny’s conversion as religious and non-political. For a general history of Protestantism in France, see : Imbart de la Tour, Les Origines de la Réforme
 (4 vols. ; Paris, 1905-35) ; E. G. Léonard, Histoire Générale du Protestantisme
 (2 vols. ; Paris, 1961), I ; Calvin et la Réforme
 (Aix-en-Provence, 1944), which includes an article by Léonard ; Raoul Stephan, Histoire du Protestantisme français
 (Paris, 1961) ; John Viénot, Histoire de la Réforme française des origines à l’Edit de Nantes
 (Paris, 1926).
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          Evennett, 6-7 ; Romier, Les Origines Politiques
, I, 24-5, 54, 81.
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          See Chapter II.
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          Tommaseo, Relations des Ambassadeurs vénitiens (2 vols. ; Paris, 1838), 11, 161, 163. Bulletin de la Société de l’Histoire du Protestantisme français (hereafter, BSHPF), XLIX
 (1900), 86-91 : Beza to Bullinger, Geneva, May 3, 1565 : “Rex egregia quidem est indole, sed juvenis est, et vix credas quam variis et multiplicibus consiliis regatur. Rex est tamen, cuius nominis authoritas apud Gallos praesertim tantum valet, ut vix credas.”
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          Tommaseo, II, 155-9. Histoire Ecclésiastique
, ed. Baum & Cunitz (3 vols. ; Paris, 1883-9) I, 771-2. Haton, Mémoires
 (2 vols. ; Paris, 1857), I, 119 ; II, 556.

        

      

    

  


		

    
		

  
    
      CHAPTER I 
1519-1559 COLIGNY’S BACKGROUND AND HIS FIRST CONTACT WITH THE REFORM

      
        I

        Beginning with the reign of Francis I (1515), the major concern of the French Kings was to prevent the Hapsburgs from establishing hegemony in Western Europe. Charles V of the House of Hapsburg, who won the Imperial Crown of the Holy Roman Empire (competing against Francis I) in 1519, had inherited a vast empire which was composed of diverse territories and peoples including Flanders, Spain, Austria, and Burgundy. Practically encircling the French territories, the Empire of Charles V became a serious threat to the French Crown. The Hapsburg-Valois rivalry formed the background of Coligny’s career as a political and military leader in France. His earlier years were spent on Italian and Flemish battlefields under the banners of Francis I and Henry II.

        Not much has been recorded about Coligny’s life before 1547. Only very general data are available concerning his childhood.1
 Coligny’s father, Marshal Châtillon, who was a highly capable military leader and administartor in the reigns of Charles VIII and Louis XII, died in 1522 when Coligny was only three years old. Coligny and his brothers, Odet and François, were brought up by their mother Louise de Montmorency (d.1547) and their maternal uncle, the Constable, Anne de Montmorency (1492-1567). Louise provided her children with a good education under the guidance of a humanist Nicolas Bérauld.2
 By no means ignorant and uncultured nobles, they were familiar with humanistic letters and the fine arts of the Renaissance in the ducal splender of the house of Montmorency, one of the two most powerful noble families in France, the Guises being the other.

        Anne de Montmorency, Constable and peer of France, exercised tremendous influence upon French politics. If the royal favor greatly enhanced the political influence and also material wealth of the Montmorencys, a more solid basis of their power lay in their feudal patronage, based on their enormous wealth. They were the wealthiest family of the realm in tems of land ; in Central France they had more than 600 fiefs. With their landed wealth and their influence in the military and administrative affairs of the kingdom, which the Constable endeavored to increase by securing important offices of the government for members of his family, the Montmorencys were the last of the great feudal barons of France, who had been mostly wiped out by the expansion of the centralized royal power.3
 The chief rival of the
 Montmorencys was the house of Guise. The basis of Guise influence lay in their vast clerical and lay patronage, which in turn was based upon their immense wealth and the royal favor conferred upon them. Controlling many clerical offices, they were virtually masters of the Church in France. The Cardinal of Lorraine (1524-74) and his brother, Francis (1519-63), Duke of Guise, were both highly capable men. The Duke excelled as a military leader. The Cardinal was a versatile and ingenious diplomat, gifted with eloquence and personal charm, though his enemies suspected sinister intentions behind his suave manner. The Guises made many enemies among French nobles, who called them foreigners because of their Lotharingian origin and attacked their alleged pretentions to the French Crown. The Guises were indeed proud of their origin which their propagandists (without convincing evidence) traced back to Charlemagne. They did contest with the Montmorencys and the Bourbons for the dominant influence over the throne, but there is no concrete proof that they aspired for the Crown.4
 Another family, the Bourbons,5
 enjoyed neither as much wealth as the Montmorencys nor as vast a network of clients as the Guises in the 1550’s, but their status as Princes of the Blood and their alliance with Calvinist nobles made them equally important political leaders in the 1560’s.

        Under the patronage of the Constable, Gaspard and François d’Andelot (1521-1569) entered upon military careers and the eldest of the Châtillons, Odet (1517-1571) entered the Church, receiving a cardinal’s hat at the age of sixteen in 1533. He was successively made Archbishop of Toulouse (1534) and Count-bishop of Beauvais (1535). In the later years of the reign of Francis I, however, the Châtillons had to seek advancement of their interests without direct protection of the Constable, who was in disgrace.6
 By 1544 Coligny had become commander of a regiment and in that year he was knighted on the field of Cerisole during an Italian campaign under the Duke of Enghien.7
 About that time, Coligny became a close friend of Francis of Lorraine, Count of Aumale and later Duke of Guise (1550), and Pietro Strozzi, a Florentine military adventurer and a cousin of Catherine de’ Medici.8
 In 1545, Coligny joined Strozzi’s expedition to England.9
 Coligny enthusiastically threw himself into military adventures and participated in festivities at court.10
 In the fall of 1546, Coligny left for Italy, accompanied by d’Andelot and Strozzi for a part of his journey. This trip, which lasted until April 1547, is a phase in Coligny’s life which is yet to be explored. Delaborde does not even mention the journey which Whitehead was the first to investigate.11
 He succeeded in clarifying, to a certain extent, Coligny’s itinerary.12
 Cultural interests had probably inspired Coligny to undertake the trip,13
 yet it was not without political significance for the coming of the Constable’s nephew and the Dauphin’s favorite was hardly considered a private matter. The correspondence of the Duke of Ferrara with his ambassador in France does not say that Coligny came to Italy for any political mission, but the Duke did seize the occasion to discuss political affairs, although in a somewhat general and unofficial way.14
 The Duke took pains to see that M. de Châtillon was satisfied with his stay in Ferrara and hoped that hospitality to the Constable’s nephew would enhance amity between France and Ferrara.

        Francis I died on March 31, 1547 and Coligny’s career entered a new phase as the result of the accession of Henry II to the throne, which brought the Constable back to power. In less than a month, Coligny was appointed Colonel-General of the French Infantry and, shortly afterward, became a Knight of the Order of St. Michel.15
 From this year on Coligny’s public life became extremely active. He performed many services such as special missions to Boulogne, Picardy and England, and held important posts as sous-lieutenant
 of Boulonnois (1549) and Boulogne-sur-Mer (1550), and as governor of Paris and the Ile-de-France (Sspt. 1551).16



        The recovery of Boulogne in 1549 was Coligny’s first significant service to France as Colonel-General of the French Infantry. The town had been under English control since 1544, when Henry VIII’s army, allied with Charles V, landed at Calais and seized Boulogne.17
 Assisting his uncle, La Rochepot, Governor of Picardy, Coligny worked to strengthen the defense of Northern France which bordered Flanders and faced England across the Straits of Dover.18
 The theater of the Hapsburg-Valois rivalry had moved from Italy to Flanders and the defense of the North was the corner-stone of French national defense against possible invasion from the Spanish Netherlands and across the Channel. This experience in Northern defense perhaps formed a basis for Coligny’s war plan of 1571-72.19



        In 1552, upon the death of Annébaut, Coligny became Admiral of France, a post close to the Constable’s in importance. The governorship of Picardy was added to that of the Ile-de-France and the Admiralty in June, 1555.20
 Thus by the mid-1550’s, Coligny had become an important military and administrative officer of the French Crown. Already in 1551, an English diplomat at the French court reported that Châtillon was “now in great credit.”21
 The regulations that Coligny drafted in 1549 for maintaining the discipline of the Infantry were formally sanctioned by the King in 1551 and became the basis of French military discipline.22
 As a...
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