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        PREFACE

      

      

      
        Donato Giannotti occupied a distinguished place in the history of the Cinquecento : third great political writer of the Florentine Renaissance ; last of the illustrious secretaries and theorists of the Florentine republic ; respected man of letters ; genial friend and correspondent of many eminent personages of his time. Born in 1492, the son of a moderately prosperous goldsmith, he first made his mark in Florence in the literary circles of the Medici Restoration of 1512-27. In politics he began with studies of the Venetian constitution which launched him on his career in the chancellery of the last Florentine republic between 1527 and 1530. After the fall of republican Florence in 1530 he was condemned to exile, and an exile he remained for the rest of his life. For more than forty years he devoted his energies to the long resistance of the exiled Florentine republicans against the Medici, to service with cardinals, to his studies and writings, and to his friends. “Per questo esilio stanco ed afflitto,” but secure in the affection and esteem of those who knew him, he died in Rome on 27 December 1573.

      

      
        Giannotti’s long exile ended at last in the seventeenth century when he was painted among the secretaries and the political writers of the Florentine republic who, ironically enough, gaze down upon the corridors of the Medici Gallery in the Uffizi. It is doubly ironic that both the idealized portrait of the young political writer, book in hand, and the bulbous profile of the old man among the secretaries may well have been mere inventions of the artists. Unfortunately, much that has since been written on Giannotti is similarly disappointing and unreliable. Among his several biographers he has met his match only once in the invaluable, though incomplete studies of Roberto Ridolfi. With the notable exception of the penetrating discussion of his political development in Rudolf von Albertini’s work on Florentine political consciousness in the first half of the sixteenth century, his writings have not fared much better, often as they have been skimmed for illustrations of the larger developments of his time. The standard edition of the works by F. L. Polidori is more than 100 years old and sadly incomplete, and there is not so much as an adequate bibliography of his writings. That uncertainty and confusion still surround his name is hardly surprising.

      

      
        Surely Giannotti deserves better treatment. He was, it is true, inferior to Machiavelli and Guicciardini in sheer genius and force of personality, much as he

        

        surpassed them in learning. Greatness cannot be claimed for him. What can be claimed is that his life and works are intrinsically interesting and valuable. In the end Giannotti matters, or at least ought to matter, simply because he was one of those engaging and all too rare individuals who, against great odds, used the resources at his disposal with humanity and intelligence. But of course Giannotti is worthy of attention on wider grounds for his part in the momentous historical transformations which challenged his generation. In his career there is much to reflect and to illuminate the development of those Florentine intellectual currents often linked with the origins of modern political and historical thought, the end of Florentine republicanism and of Italian independence, and, ultimately, the submergence of Italy’s Renaissance achievement. These classic themes of Italian historiography have been reexplored intensively in recent years. Still needed, however, are fresh studies of figures like Giannotti, lesser, if not insignificant witnesses and actors in the crises of sixteenth-century Italy.

      

      The present work focuses on Giannotti from a perspective which he chose for himself. It is, in one dimension, an edition of letters which, towards the end of his life, he selected for copying from his correspondence and began to edit. Here, from MS. 107 of the Biblioteca Universitaria Alessandrina in Rome, are forty-seven letters,
 D. Iannoctii aliorumque epistolae, which span thirty-odd years of Giannotti’s life between 1523 and 1556 and include his only known Latin epistles, his only known letters written
 pro aliis, and his letters to nine new correspondents. To complete with modern criteria the editorial work Giannotti left undone, the
 Epistolae have been arranged as nearly as possible in chronological order, annotated, and divided into two parts. Part I contains twenty-eight epistles evidently written by Giannotti in his own name together with three replies from his friend Niccolò Ardinghelli ; Part II is reserved for sixteen letters composed by Giannotti for others, particularly his patron Cardinal Niccolò Ridolfi, by those personages themselves, or by their secretaries. In another dimension this work is also an investigation of Giannotti’s world and the central themes of his life and works as they emerge from the
 Epistolae. Giannotti himself provides the themes ; the general introduction, after attempting to date the Alessandrina MS and to place it in the tradition of Renaissance letter-books, follows them through the
 Epistolae and other sources, many of them previously neglected or unknown. More than an edition, then, but less than a full biography or a complete study of Giannotti’s works, this book will have achieved its purpose if it has taken a form which suits the Alessandrina
 Epistolae while contributing to the rethinking of matters of larger and more general concern.


      
        My obligations to persons and to institutions on completing this work are many. I am especially grateful for the unfailing interest and encouragement of Professor Myron P. Gilmore of Harvard University under whose direction the original version was written as a doctoral dissertation in history. To the Sheldon Fund of Harvard University, the Social Sciences Research Council, the Old

        

        Dominion Foundation, and the Harvard Center for Renaissance Studies at Villa I Tatti I am indebted for the fellowship support that enabled me to work in Italy on this and other projects between 1963 and 1966. From my arrival in Italy I enjoyed the generous cooperation of many librarians and archivists. My thanks are also due to Miss Valeria Staggi and Mr. Roland Mayer for reading the proofs of the Latin texts. M. Alain Dufour and the Librairie Droz have extended every courtesy in getting the final result into print. Finally, I must express my gratitude to my family, who have borne with this work far beyond the call of duty and to whom it is dedicated.

      

      
        
          R. S.

        

        
          
            Berkeley, California.

          

          
            November, 1967.

          

        

      

      

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      INTRODUCTION

      
D. Iannocti aliorumq. epistolae
 — thus the title-plate of Biblioteca Universitaria Alessandrina MS. 107. The nineteenth-century title-plate and parchment binding enclose a sixteenth-century fascicle of twenty-eight sheets in folio, cm. 32 × 22, with antique pagination, pp. 1 [fol. 3 r.]-104 104 r.]. On p. 1 the text begins abruptly with a copy of a Latin epistle, dated 19 June 1534, from Donato Giannotti to Pope Clement VII (Ep
. XVII) ; it concludes on p. 102 with a copy of a letter addressed to Giannotti in Latin on 24 February 1531 by Niccolò Ardinghelli (Ep.
 VII). No fewer than forty-seven letters were transcribed within these limits, all but two of them in Latin. Dating from ca. November 1523 to 7 May 1556, twenty-eight were evidently written by Giannotti in his own name, three by Niccolò Ardinghelli to Giannotti, and sixteen by Giannotti for other persons or, in at least one case, by one of those persons or his secretary. Giannotti’s distinctive hand appears in Ep.
 XXXI, pp. 43-49, as well as corrections and additions from pp. 1-52 ; the remainder was written in a secretarial script of the third quarter of the sixteenth century. The order of the MS is haphazard, Giannotti’s intervention notwithstanding. Salutations, places of origin, dates, and identifications of signatory or actual author are often lacking ; errors in transcription are numerous.1



      The inscription “Ca” at the bottom margin of p. 1 identifies this as one of the many Alessandrina MSS belonging originally to Costantino Gaetano (1560-1650), Sicilian Benedictine of noble family, historian and bibliophile. That it was not listed in an inventory of his books and MSS compiled in 1640, when Gaetano founded the short-lived Biblioteca Anciana in Rome, suggests that he acquired it between 1640 and his death in 1650. Perhaps the MS came to him from one of the several Roman libraries dispersed during the first half of the seventeenth century. Wherever Gaetano found the Epistolae
, they were doubtless much to his taste as an “acquéreur averti, aussi soucieux du texte moderne rare, voire autographe, que des témoins de valeur des textes plus anciens.”2



      “Ianotti epist. manus. fol.” was duly catalogued among the MSS from Gaetano’s Anciana with which, in June 1666, Pope Alexander VII Chigi established the Biblioteca Alessandrina at the Roman University.1
 And there, in the shadow of Borromini’s S. Ivo alla Sapienza and from 1935 in the new Città Universitaria, the MS has remained. The Alessandrina mono gram stamped in the right margin of p. 1, the shelf-marks R. h. 51 and 11. C. 11, and the binding are among the few certain traces of its 300 years in the Alessandrina ; an early shelf-mark, yy. h. 34, and “Donatus Iannoctius” written at the top of p. 1 may have been added then, if not before. Only in 1878, it seems, was the MS first catalogued in print under its present number by Enrico Narducci, then librarian of the Alessandrina.2
 Despite this belated reference, the Epistolae
 have been unnoticed or neglected by editors of Giannotti’s correspondence and students of his life and works. Not only does Biblioteca Alessandrina MS. 107 remain to be edited ; it must also be dated and characterized within a long tradition of Renaissance letter-books before it can be evaluated for its remarkable contributions to an understanding of Giannotti’s world.3



      
        I. THE DATE OF THE MS : GIANNOTTI IN PADUA AND ROME, 1565-1573

        On 24 February 1566 Donato Giannotti announced plans for editing and copying his writings in a letter to a friend. “Li nostri scritti stanno ancora così come stavano al partire vostro,” he wrote, “ma ho gran desiderio di assettarli in modo che se ne possa dar copia ; e penso farlo ad ogni modo.”4
 Here Messer Donato himself suggests that the Alessandrina Epistolae
 may have been transcribed in Padua where, between 1565 and 1571, he enjoyed the life of learned ease due to his seventy-odd years.

        Certainly those Paduan years were propitious for preparing a selection of letters for a copyist, sharing in the transcription and editing it. Between 1556, the latest date in the Alessandrina MS, and the death of his patron Cardinal de Tournon in 1562 Giannotti’s life as a courtier seems to have left him with little time or inclination for such an undertaking. During his first years of retirement in Venice from 1562 until 1565 he was content to neglect his studies, passing his days with “grandissima quiete e dolcezza.” When Messer Donato moved his household to Padua late in 1565, he was ready for a change. Something of his old enthusiasm returned, and he applied himself straightaway to his studies, his correspondence, and that project for his writings which he announced shortly after his arrival.1



        There was no lack of encouragement from the celebrated polymath, patron, and bibliophile who became his closest friend in Padua. “Era uomo di mirabile ordine e nulla di notevole, di interessante voleva dimenticato” : this description of Giovan Vincenzo Pinelli (1535-1601) is fully confirmed by his library which came in 1609 to the new Biblioteca Ambrosiana in Milan with a rich collection of MSS and books, his correspondence, and a sea of copious notes in his hurried script.2
 For more than forty years this son of a Genoese patrician lived in Padua, indulging his insatiable curiosity with his remarkable library, his collections, and a distinguished array of learned friends. Not a man to let Giannotti or his writings go unnoticed, he may well have been instrumental in bringing Messer Donato to Padua, and after his arrival the old man found in him a devoted companion and admirer.3



        Indeed, Giovan Vincenzo Pinelli was probably behind Giannotti’s plans for putting his writings in order in Padua, for it was into the Pinelli library that copies of his writings passed. No fewer than thirteen entries appear under Giannotti’s name in a long-lost inventory of the Pinelliana.4
 At least three of these were previously unknown ; among the familiar items only two letters and Giannotti’s Dialogi
 on Dante have been printed from exemplars known to have belonged to Pinelli.5
 Although most of the MSS cited in the inventory have proved impossible to trace, whether dispersed before Pinelli’s library reached Milan in 1609 or subsequently lost, the inventory hardly exhausted the Giannottiana in the possession of the great bibliophile. Two codices presented to him by Giannotti and a list of variants from another ; a copy of a well-known letter of 1563 from Giannotti to Benedetto Varchi ; various notes by Pinelli on Giannotti’s works ; the first letter in the Alessandrina MS (Ep.
 XVII), copied in Giannotti’s hand — these were also in Pinelli’s collection and are still preserved in the Ambrosiana.1



        Nor is it unlikely that further evidence of Messer Donato’s friendship with Pinelli may be found.

        For purposes of dating the Alessandrina MS, however, two key documents have already come to light. The copy of Ep.
 XVII in Giannotti’s hand certainly reinforces the supposition that the MS was transcribed during Giannotti’s sojourn of 1565-1571 in Padua. That the MS was prepared with the knowledge and encouragement of Giovan Vincenzo Pinelli seems all the more likely given the presence of one of the Epistolae
, not to mention the other Giannottiana, in his library. On the other hand, the newly-discovered inventory makes it equally probable that the MS was not incorporated into the Pinelliana. Although compiled and edited after Giannotti’s departure for Rome in 1571, the inventory does not record such a MS among the editorial labors which he left behind in Padua. Is it possible, then, that the Alessandrina MS was transcribed in Padua, but taken to Rome in 1571 ?

        The circumstances of Giannotti’s last years in Rome from the autumn of 1571 until his death in December 1573 suggest that this may have been the case.1
 As early as 1566 difficulties in collecting the income from certain benefices given to him by Cardinal Niccolò Ridolfi threatened to take him to Rome. When his brother Giannotto died in 1569, leaving him the guardian of a nephew whose inheritance was burdened by debts, he again considered going to Rome in order to find a lucrative post with which to meet his new responsibilities. By the beginning of August 1571 he had made his decision, and on 14 October, for all his seventy-nine years, he arrived at the house made ready for him on the Via Giulia in Rome. Within a few days he was greeted by a welcome announcement in an audience with Pius V : “Noi ci vogliamo servir di voi per nostro segretario de’brevi et haremo consideratione all’eta vostra.”2
 Accordingly, on 29 October 1571 Giannotti donned a cassock — “cosa che non credette mai”3
 — and prepared to assume the office of apostolic secretary, only to be dismissed shortly thereafter for reasons of ill-health and age. Disappointed in his expectations, disabled by his infirmities, but still hopeful that the Pope would provide for him, the old man fades from view after his last known letter of 8 December 1571. Two years later an agent of Cosimo de’Medici reported that the Duke’s old antagonist had died in Rome on 27 December 1573.

        In this unhappy affair, “comedia o tragedia che la vogliamo chiamare,”1
 the Alessandrina Epistolae
 may well have played a part. Such a collection of letters would have been a valuable asset to a man seeking an appointment as papal secretary, an appropriate testimony to his qualifications and an ideal gift to a prospective patron. While Giannotti’s Epitome historiae ecclesiasticae
, originally composed for Cardinal Ridolfi, revised in Padua, recopied in Rome for presentation to Pius V, and later retouched for Gregory XIII, vouched for his doctrine, the Epistolae
 would have demonstrated his virtues as a secretary.2
 Perhaps, then, the Alessandrina MS, like the Epitome
, was copied in Padua with the encouragement of Giovan Vincenzo Pinelli, but also with Rome in mind ; perhaps it was included with the furnishings and library which Messer Donato had sent from Padua to Rome by 13 September 1571.3
 Not only would this explain why the MS did not enter the Pinelliana ; it would also account for the fact that Giannotti’s editing remained incomplete. Once in Rome he may have continued to correct the Epistolae
, possibly for a presentation copy with which to remedy his fortunes, until his work was cut short by illness and ultimately by death in December 1573.
...
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