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      Mentions légales

      Résumé

      Ce volume honore la mémoire et les recherches du regretté Robert M. Kingdon. Plusieurs de ses anciens étudiants et collègues se sont réunis pour préparer ces dix essais, divisés en trois thèmes principaux, à savoir le calvinisme et son influence, les tiraillements entre Eglise et Etat aux XVIe
 et XVIIe
 siècles, et les questions autour du mariage et de la famille. Ces trois thèmes firent également l’objet des recherches de Bob Kingdon. L’aire géographique du volume s’étend de l’Espagne à la Pologne et à la Hongrie, tandis que les thèmes touchent entre autres les débats entre catholiques et réformés à la cour d’Henri IV, le statut des religieuses pendant les premières années de la réforme allemande, et les cas d’infanticide à Genève à l’époque de Calvin. Ces divers chapitres offrent un regard sur l’état des recherches américaines, mettant en évidence les leçons transmises par Bob Kingdon, favorisant l’analyse méthodique des sources premières de qualité et les recherches poursuivies dans les archives.

      *
**

      Abstract

      This volume is a posthumous festschrift honoring the memory and research of the late Robert M. Kingdon. The ten contributions in this work are authored by several of his former students and fellow scholars. The contributions are divided into three main themes, all of which Kingdon explored in his own writings: Calvinism and its impact; church and state; and gender, family, and marriage. Topics cover a geographical range from Spain to Poland-Lithuania and Hungary, and address a variety of issues from debates between Catholics and Huguenots in the court of Henri IV to the legal status of nuns in the early German Reformation. Taken together, these essays offer a window into current North American research on the social history of early modern Europe and the Reformation, highlighting and putting into practice Bob Kingdon’s emphasis on high-quality primary source analysis and extensive archival research.
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Introduction

      Over the course of his long and prolific career, Robert McCune Kingdon addressed many different facets of the Reformation in his scholarship, from historiography to political theory to social history to microhistory, with a special focus on social discipline in early modern Geneva. His historiographical studies include Myths about the Saint Bartholomew’s Day Massacre 
(1988), which highlighted the role of the printing press in shaping public response to events in France. For political theory, see his numerous articles and publications on Calvinism, democracy, and revolution, including “Was the Protestant Reformation a Revolution? The Case of Geneva” in his Transition and Revolution: Problems and Issues of European Renaissance and Reformation History 
(1974). His seminal work on Geneva’s role in the French Reformation, Geneva and the Coming of the Wars of Religion in France, 1555-1563
, first published by Droz in 1956, was reprinted in 2007, an indication of its continuing importance even after fifty years. He was a prolific contributor to the field of social history especially through his long-running edited volumes of the Genevan Consistory records published by Droz beginning in 1996. Many of his micro-history contributions, including “The First Calvinist Divorce” in Raymond Mentzer, ed., Sin and the Calvinists: Morals Control and the Consistory in the Reformed Tradition 
(1994), grew out of his work with the consistory records.

      Bob was also famous among graduate students and scholars in the early stages of their careers for his wide-ranging and genuine interest in the research of others, even if they were working on regions and topics distant from his own. Rather than insisting that his students adhere to his own research agenda, he encouraged them to develop their own areas of interest, and he sent them off to all parts of Europe to gain the experience in archival work that was such an integral part of his own scholarship. This volume of 
contributions in Bob’s memory thus seeks to honor both aspects of his legacy: his own areas of research, focused mainly on Geneva and France, and his ever-present curiosity about other places and subjects that intersected in rich and sometimes surprising ways with his own fields of endeavor.

      The three Festschriften 
dedicated to Bob Kingdon chronicle his influence over the course of the past five decades. Two of these volumes were presented to Bob during his lifetime. The first, Regnum, Religio et Ratio: Essays Presented to Robert M. Kingdon 
(1987), was presented to Bob to mark his sixtieth birthday. The second, History Has Many Voices 
(2003), resulted from a symposium held in 2000 to honor Bob after his retirement. Both of these volumes feature the work of Bob’s students who finished their dissertations during the 1980s or earlier and display the variety of research topics they were able to pursue under his guidance.

      This final Festschrift 
differs from the earlier two volumes in having a broader base of contributors. It originated in a series of eleven panels held in Bob’s memory at the meeting of the Sixteenth Century Society and Conference (SCSC) in Fort Worth, Texas in October 2011. The panels were conceived as a public tribute to a scholar who played a foundational role in creating what is now the largest North American meeting of early modernists. They brought together over three dozen participants – not only former students but also friends and scholars influenced by Bob’s research – to address themes prominent in Bob’s work: politics and religion, printing and publishing, marriage and family, the Geneva Consistory, international Calvinism, and the thought of Peter Martyr Vermigli, to name just a few. A complete list of the participants is included in this volume. Prominent among this group were those who studied under Bob during the 1980s and 1990s, demonstrating his continuing influence on the next generation of historians. The editors are deeply grateful to all who participated in these sessions, as well as to the organizers of the SCSC for enabling this tribute.

      The ten essays included in this volume were selected from those presented at the SCSC meeting. They are divided into three sections, each addressing a different area of research that attracted Bob’s interest over the years, and each continuing to offer a rich 
vein of sources and interpretations for subsequent generations of Reformation scholars.

      The first section, on Calvinism and its impact, brings together three contributions that assess the effect of the Reformed faith across different geographical contexts. These contributions offer careful analyses of the ways in which Reformed leaders understood the religious and political conflicts of their day as part of a larger struggle, framed by their understanding of the continued significance of the biblical narrative for their own time. Barbara Pitkin’s comparison of John Calvin and François Hotman’s readings of sacred history shows that both men made use of biblical accounts of the struggles of the people of Israel to make sense of and give meaning to the struggles of the Reformed in their own day, particularly in France. Calvin’s sermons on the second book of Samuel and Hotman’s Consolation Drawn from Sacred Scripture 
both sought to situate the present sufferings of the French Reformed in the context of God’s providential care as revealed in Scripture. Pitkin carefully delineates the differences between Hotman and Calvin’s approaches, based to a great extent on the intended audience for their respective works.

      For his part, Martin Klauber examines a later episode of French history, after the accession of Henri IV, when Philippe Duplessis-Mornay debated the nature of the Eucharist with the Catholic cardinal Jacques-Davy du Perron at Fontainebleau in 1600. The formal debate went badly for the Huguenot champion, who was outmaneuvered by his opponent, and who was highly unlikely to have triumphed in any case, given that the debate was a set-piece designed to reinforce the king’s conversion to Catholicism. Yet as Klauber shows, Duplessis-Mornay’s dogged efforts to show that the Catholic view of transubstantiation was an innovation not found in the writings of the early church fathers did inspire later generations of Reformed thinkers to continue using patristic sources to challenge the Catholic contention that the Reformed were in fact the ones deviating from traditional doctrine.

      Moving farther east, James Tracy examines the ways in which the Reformed leadership in Zurich and Geneva in the mid-to late sixteenth century assessed the evolving political realities in eastern Europe and their impact on the Reformed communities living in these areas. Dynastic changes in Poland-Lithuania and 
in Hungary along with continued pressure from the Ottoman Turks often made it difficult for Theodore Beza in Geneva and Heinrich Bullinger and Rudolf Gwalther in Zurich to know what was happening and whom to support. Tracy notes the need for further research on the Reformed perspective on the Turks, and he highlights the complexities the Reformers faced in gathering accurate information from their network of correspondents. He also argues that the church leaders in Geneva and Zurich were not operating in lock step when it came to supporting specific candidates as monarchs in these eastern European realms. What emerges clearly from this essay is the important role played by Reformed leaders in Geneva and Zurich as reference points and advice providers to their co-religionists in eastern Europe.

      The second theme featured in this volume follows on from the first: while the first three contributions focus on Reformed leaders’ interpretations of history in the light of current conflicts, the next four essays focus more specifically on issues of church and state in early modern Europe. Kathleen Comerford analyzes Duke Cosimo dei Medici’s state-building efforts, which included encouraging the Jesuits’ work in providing pastoral services and fostering Catholic education in and around Florence and Siena. She underscores the important role the Jesuits played in suppressing heresy, which Cosimo equated with potential political rebellion. In this instance, in spite of ongoing financial and personnel shortages, the Jesuits, the Duke, and his wife Eleonora di Toledo cooperated to ensure that their respective political and religious aims were achieved.

      Still in a Catholic context, but presenting a case where the relations between church and state were decisively shaped by financial challenges, Sean Perrone assesses the impact of financial contributions paid by the Spanish churches to the Spanish monarchy between 1530 and 1558. Through the use of mapping technology, he lays out the complex process by which the ecclesiastical subsidy was assessed and collected in Spanish dioceses, and underscores the importance of considering which dioceses were able to pay a discounted rate rather than the full assessment. Perrone notes that the parlous state of Spanish royal finances meant that the ecclesiastical subsidies were often used to repay funds borrowed from bankers from across Europe, 
thus tying this Spanish case study to cross-European patterns of monetary transactions.

      In Protestant areas, church-state relations could become increasingly complex as different Protestant confessional groups strove to gain some measure of recognition and legitimacy while at the same time attempting to counter the pressure of their confessional rivals. Thus, David Mayes examines the increasing tension in Hesse-Kassel and Hanau in the Holy Roman Empire, where Lutheran and Reformed communities increasingly clashed following the Peace of Westphalia in 1648. As Mayes argues, prior to that point, especially in rural areas, the community had accepted the Reformed consistory as the sole oversight body that maintained the community’s Christian character. Once the door was opened to a range of confessions after 1648, the community fractured as the Reformed consistory and its Lutheran rival each asserted its sole right to oversee the Christian community of the area, and each sought to recruit support from the government for its own stance.

      In the northern German territory of East Frisia, rivalries also divided the Reformed and the Anabaptists, this time in the later sixteenth century. Timothy Fehler lays out the complex interactions between the two groups, and shows that the borders between Anabaptists and the Reformed community were considerably more permeable than might otherwise be assumed. Though the Reformed worked to ensure doctrinal conformity among their members through debates and discipline, Fehler presents a number of cases showing that some of the Reformed faithful had extensive contacts with Anabaptists or even went back and forth between the two groups. Fehler’s recommendation not to take at face value the picture of strict divisions between faith communities in this time and place is well worth noting.

      The third and final theme of the volume examines gender, family, and marriage, one of the topics that Bob Kingdon researched extensively, especially in his Adultery and Divorce in Calvin’s Geneva 
(1995), and in his collaborative work with John Witte that resulted in volume 1 (Courtship, Engagement, and Marriage 
[2005]) in the projected series Sex, Marriage, and Family in Calvin’s Geneva
.

      
Focusing on the experience of former Catholic nuns in the German lands in the first generation after 1520, Marjorie E. Plummer examines how these women and their supporters defended their decisions to marry following the Reformation and what difficulties they faced when laying claim to their share of any dowry they had originally brought into their convents. She lays out how resistant many of the convents were to this line of argument and analyzes the three-cornered conflicts that emerged between the women, their convents, and secular authorities over the former nuns’ legal standing in pursuing claims against their former religious communities.

      Offering a micro-historical analysis of marriage issues in the German lands in the later sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries, William Bradford Smith presents two cases of women who gave lengthy testimonies in court cases about supposed marriages that went badly wrong. In each case, the woman’s testimony provides an opportunity to hear her recounting of what occurred, albeit through the mediation of the court clerk’s pen, and enables Smith to examine how the woman articulated her understanding of love and betrayal. Smith’s literary-critical analysis of these women’s accounts highlights their common desire to uphold their honor, both against the men who had taken advantage of them and in the presence of the court officials hearing the case.

      Finally, William Naphy examines one of the possible corollaries of sexual encounters, namely illegitimate infants, and analyzes the cases of infanticide investigated by the criminal courts in Geneva between 1558 and 1642. Naphy sets his discussion of the ten cases found in Genevan court records in the period in the context of Europe-wide concern over mothers’ role in the unexplained deaths of their newborns. He points out that the women most likely to be accused of infanticide in Geneva were ones who had sought to conceal their illicit pregnancy and then in desperation had attempted to conceal the very fact of the birth by either neglecting or actively destroying the infant.

      Taken together, these contributions illustrate some of the ways in which the field of Reformation studies in which Bob Kingdon was such a major player is continuing to evolve and expand. Compared to the early stages of Bob’s career, much more attention is now paid to the experience of women in the Reformation era, 
to the activities of Reformed communities across all of Europe, including in the east, and to the complexities of inter-confessional interaction. Although the range of topics and subjects explored by scholars in this field is continuing to grow, Bob’s constant commitment to high-quality primary source analysis, extensive archival research, and enthusiasm for one’s research is continuing to bear fruit.

      Amy Nelson Burnett and Karin Maag
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CALVINISM AND ITS IMPACT

      

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      John Calvin, François Hotman, and the Living Lessons of Sacred History
BARBARA PITKIN

      On Saturday, May 23, 1562, John Calvin ascended the pulpit in the cathedral of Saint Pierre in Geneva and inaugurated a series of eighty-seven sermons on Second Samuel.1
 From his opening words, he underscored the exemplary character of the actions and events related in this biblical book and sought to shape his community’s response to the civil war raging in France by urging them to imitate David. Upon hearing of the death of Saul and Jonathan on the battlefield, David humbled himself, fasted, and prayed. Calvin urged his congregation:

      
        We really do need this admonition, for we can see how God is afflicting this poor world today. Even people who are strangers to us are still related to us, because we are all made in the image of God and have a common nature, which should be a mutual bond of love and brotherhood. Then there is a far closer union between us and the suffering believers who are scattered here and there in all churches that God has chastened on every side. Indeed, we see troubles everywhere: we see fires burning; we hear that the throats of poor innocent people have been cut; that they have been subjected to mockery and contempt, and that they are being led to the slaughter. We see the enemies of truth ready to annihilate everything, and we do not know what God is intending to do. Nevertheless, see how his sword is unsheathed. The fire, as I have said, is kindled and we do not know how far it will burn.2



      

      Over the next eight months, the political subject matter of Second Samuel provided Calvin the preacher with abundant opportunities to address questions of fundamental concern to the inhabitants of Geneva during the first war of religion. In the sacred history of David’s interactions and battles with Saul’s supporters, Abner and Ishboseth, and the later rebellion of David’s own son, Absalom, Calvin found larger lessons about when war is justified and when it is not, the reasons for war, and proper conduct during wartime.

      In his pioneering study of Geneva’s involvement in the events leading up to the French wars of religion, Robert Kingdon demonstrated the ways in which the city – despite its professed neutrality – was heavily involved in the promotion and spread of Calvinism in France and, ultimately, in the first war itself. He notes, “though the appearance of neutrality was maintained, the government allowed and at times encouraged the sending of small groups of men, large sums of money, and substantial quantities of gunpowder to the forces fighting for the Calvinist faith” – all with the knowledge and tacit approval of the town’s pastors.3
 Publicly, however, Geneva’s officials and especially the ministers advocated more spiritual means of supporting the Huguenot armies. Upon receipt of Condé’s declaration of war in April 1562, the town council wrote to Bern and explained its “plan to redouble prayers and increase sermon attendance in order to invoke the aid of the Almighty for this cause;” the Bernese responded and urged “the Genevans to order even more prayers.”4
 Without discounting in the least Geneva’s clandestine material support, in order to grasp the full extent of the town’s reaction to the war, one needs to attend as well to the heightened spiritual focus adopted as a response. Recent studies have demonstrated the connections between Calvin’s exegetical lectures and the situation in France from 1555 to 1563, but the sermons in particular offer an important resource for exploring the spiritual response to the war, or at the very least, the ideals, mindsets, and emotions that the town’s principal preacher, Calvin, endeavored to evoke.5
 In his sermons especially Calvin sought to shape the response of ordinary Genevans to the events unfolding in their midst by appealing to biblical history to illuminate the present.

      Scholars have examined the sermons on Second Samuel for insight into Calvin’s views on civil disobedience and the right of private resistance, arguing that they signal a subtle but unmistakable radicalizing of his earlier position on active resistance that foreshadows directions subsequently developed by monarchomach theorists such as Theodore Beza (1519-1605) and François Hotman (1524-1590).6
 While the broader relationship between Calvin and Beza has been the subject of many studies, less explored are the connections between Calvin and Hotman. Virtually all of the scholarship on Calvin and his fellow jurist, religious refugee, and erstwhile secretary has focused on this important question of civil resistance. Although some have used Calvin’s Second Samuel sermons to argue for continuity between Calvin and Hotman’s views on this issue, scholars disagree over the extent to which Calvin’s views evolved or not over the course of his career and whether he ultimately extended the right of active resistance to tyranny from lower magistrates to private citizens and thus paved the way for later Huguenot political theory. Ralph Keen has argued against J.W. Allen, Quentin Skinner, and others that Calvin qualified his earlier position on absolute obedience. Keen draws on the 1559 Institutes 
and the Sermons on First Samuel, which Calvin preached from August 1561 to May 1562, and briefly on the lectures on Daniel delivered in 1561 to underscore the consistency he finds in Calvin’s doctrine of political obedience.7
 In contrast, Max Engammare has argued for more continuity between Calvin’s right of resistance articulated in his sermons and the theories of the monarchomachs, including Hotman.8
 Part of the difficulty, of course, is determining not only what Calvin wrote or said publicly about the issue but also his motives and activities in regard to the war behind the scene, an issue opened up by Kingdon in his Geneva and the Coming Wars of Religion
.

      Nonetheless, insight – however complex – into Calvin’s ideas about civil resistance is not all that the sermons on Second Samuel reveal about Calvin’s attitudes toward the contemporary situation. Consideration of some of these other elements can reveal much not only about Calvin’s political thought, but also about his response to the war in general and, importantly, his engagement with the biblical past to make sense of that experience. His efforts to shape his congregation’s intellectual and emotional response to the crisis constituted a potentially potent force in Geneva’s involvement in the war and also, I suggest, represented a theological strategy that reveals a distinct historical vision that the experience of the war itself reinforced. One application of that historical vision can be seen in a little-known text by Calvin’s disciple, Hotman.

      The meaning and normativity of the past was one of the most pressing intellectual and practical issues of the age in which Calvin and Hotman lived; the outbreak of repeated religious warfare in France and elsewhere only rendered that issue more urgent.9
 Viewing Calvin and Hotman through the lens of reading and interpreting the past instead of the more familiar context of political theory yields insights not only into their own conceptions of history but also into their efforts to use the past to shape Protestant responses to and memory of the events unfolding in their midst. The present investigation focuses on two works produced during the early stages of the French religious wars that shed light on this shared endeavor: Calvin’s sermons on Second Samuel, preached during the first war (1562-63), and Hotman’s Consolation Drawn from Sacred Scripture
, composed during the third war (1568-70).10
 These two mid-sixteenth-century journeys into Israel’s history yield important insight into an as yet relatively unexplored dimension of Reformed reactions to the religious wars, namely, the uses of sacred history to make sense of the present crisis.

      
        ...
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