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      Mentions légales

      Résumé

      Cette édition critique des 180 lettres inclut la correspondance inédite du réformateur Pierre Viret. Pasteur de Lausanne et ami de Calvin et Farel, Viret a largement contribué au développement de l’Eglise réformée francophone. Ces lettres inédites reviennent aux sources de la foi réformée. Elles couvrent l’essentiel de la carrière de Viret du moment où il remplace Calvin à Genève en 1541, jusqu’à son banissement en 1559 de Lausanne, ainsi que son expulsion de Lyon en 1565. Michael W. Bruening dresse un registre exhaustif de la correspondance de Viret avec les indications bibliographiques pour chacune des lettres. Aussi sont corrigées dans cette édition les erreurs et omissions des précédentes publications de la correspondance.

      *
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      Abstract

      This critical edition of 180 letters from the Reformation period contains all of the previously unedited letters in the correspondence of the Swiss reformer Pierre Viret. As chief pastor in Lausanne, Viret, together with his friends John Calvin and Guillaume Farel, helped to create the French-speaking Reformed Church. The letters in this volume shed new light on Viret’s life, concerns, and relationships, particularly with Farel. As such, they contain much new information on the early development of the Reformed faith. The letters span most of Viret’s career, from his 1541 arrival in Geneva to fill in for Calvin through his expulsions from both Lausanne (1559) and Lyon (1565). The volume also contains a chronological register of Viret’s entire correspondence, which indicates where each letter may be found in both published and manuscript form. The register also corrects errors and notes omissions in earlier editions.
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      INTRODUCTION

      One hundred years have now passed since Jean Barnaud published the current standard biography of Pierre Viret (1511-1571) and the last major collection of his correspondence.1
 Barnaud was writing in 1911 on the occasion of the four hundredth anniversary of Viret’s birth ; now that the five hundredth anniversary is upon us, it seemed an appropriate time to revisit the Lausanne reformer. Viret is best known for two fundamental contributions to the Reformation. First, he was the most important popularizer of the thought of his close friend John Calvin. Second, Viret’s role as chief pastor of Lausanne placed him at the center of what I have previously described as “Calvinism’s First Battleground.”2
 This was the territory where Calvin’s earliest followers fought against both the resistance of a Catholic populace forced to convert to Protestantism and the Zwinglian theology and political thought of the Bernese magistrates who controlled the region. Lausanne was home to the French-speaking world’s first Protestant Academy, and during the 1540s and 1550s it was an intellectual center of French Protestantism on par with Geneva itself. In order to understand the origins and development of Calvinism as an ideology with followers, rather than simply the theology of a single individual in Geneva, a close examination of the Reformation in Viret’s Pays de Vaud is essential. Viret’s correspondence, in turn, is probably the single most important source we have for understanding the events and debates there during this period. The incomplete, fragmented state of his published correspondence, however, has hindered our understanding of this region and era that were so significant in the history of Calvinism. This volume seeks to fix that problem. This edition contains twenty percent of Viret’s entire correspondence. To date, the letters here have been either unpublished, only partially published, or published individually in separate journals. Before the publication of this volume, there were three principal editions containing Viret’s correspondence. First, A.-L. Herminjard’s impeccable Correspondance des réformateurs
 covers almost exhaustively the period through 1544.3
 Second, the Calvini opera
 (CO) covers much of the rest, particularly Viret’s extensive correspondence with Calvin.4
 Third, Barnaud’s Quelques lettres inédites de Pierre Viret
 filled in several of the gaps left by the Calvini opera
. Finally, a number of individual letters have been published in separate journal articles since Barnaud’s publication. Nevertheless, important and extensive lacunae remain in the published correspondence of Viret.

      This edition seeks to do three fundamental things : First and foremost, it aims to complete the publication of the presently known correspondence of Pierre Viret.5
 Second, it collects and offers new editions of the letters that have appeared individually in separate journals over the years, with a fresh look at the manuscripts. Hence, with the publication of this edition, all of Viret’s correspondence may be found in one of four main sources : Herminjard, the CO, Barnaud, and this edition. In addition, the appendix to this volume presents twenty-five previously unpublished letters exchanged between the Lausanne ministers and professors collectively and the Bernese magistrates and ministers, chiefly regarding the conflict that ultimately resulted in Viret’s banishment from Bernese territory in 1559. Finally, following the letters themselves in this volume, there is a chronological listing of Viret’s entire correspondence that indicates where each letter may be found, both in published and manuscript form. In this list, I have also indicated several places where corrections should be made to the published sources.6



      This material should assist scholars interested both in Viret himself and in his context and contacts.

      
        PIERRE VIRET (1511-1571): A SHORT BIOGRAPHY

        Since Viret is not one of the primary reformers of the Reformation era, a brief biographical sketch is in order here. For researchers who are already familiar with Viret’s biography, this outline will indicate how some of the letters in this volume illustrate specific episodes of his life.

        Viret was born in 1511 in Orbe, Switzerland. Since the end of the Burgundian Wars (1476), Orbe had been a Common Lordship (bailliage commun
), under the joint control of Bern and Fribourg. During the Reformation period, the bailliages

						communs 
permitted both Protestant and Catholic worship to take place, at least until a Protestant majority voted to abolish the Mass in a vote called the plus
. In the 1550s, Viret would work diligently to persuade his hometown to do exactly that (epp. 100, 101, 110). Viret’s father, Guillaume, was a poor tailor who managed to have young Pierre educated by Marc Romain, probably one of the first in town to embrace evangelical ideas. At the end of 1527, Viret went to Paris and studied at the Collège de Montaigu. Calvin seems to have left the school just before Viret arrived ; Ignatius of Loyola would have been there at the same time as Viret. Viret’s attachment to the evangelical movement seems only to have strengthened in Paris. He returned to Orbe in 1530 without having received a degree, having been forced to leave possibly because of his religious views, or perhaps due to financial exigency.

        Viret was brought into the Reformed ministry by Guillaume Farel in 1531. On a stop in Orbe during his early evangelical tours through Switzerland, Farel convinced Viret to take up the ministry of the Gospel. On 6 May 1531, at the age of nineteen or twenty, Viret preached his first sermon. Between 1532 and 1536, Viret held a number of positions in Switzerland, preaching in Orbe, Payerne, Grandson, Neuchâtel, and Geneva. In Geneva, he worked with Farel and Antoine Froment to convert the city to Protestantism ; his alleged poisoning there at the hands of a priest’s serving girl appears to have been instrumental in shifting public opinion in the city toward the Protestants.

        In 1536, Viret was on his way from Neuchâtel to take up a preaching post in Geneva when the warring armies of Savoy and Bern forced him to make a detour through Yverdon, where evangelical soldiers from Lausanne persuaded him to go there instead. He started preaching in Lausanne in March 1536, a couple of weeks before Bern’s troops entered the city. From this point on, Viret remained primarily in Lausanne until his banishment in 1559.

        Viret’s years in Lausanne were both productive and difficult. In 1537, Viret began to lecture on the New Testament in an early phase in the development of what would become the world’s first Francophone Protestant Academy.7
 The Lausanne Academy would remain the only institution of its kind in the Frenchspeaking world until the Geneva Academy opened its doors in 1559, and during Viret’s time in Lausanne, it attracted some of the best Protestant scholars of the time, including Celio Secondo Curione (ep. 5), Conrad Gessner, Mathurin Cordier, Théodore de Bèze, and François Hotman. In January 1541, Viret took a leave of absence from his post in Lausanne and went to Geneva, where he helped pave the way for Calvin’s return from Strasbourg (ep. 1). After Calvin’s arrival in September 1541, Viret remained in Geneva for a time to assist him in his efforts to restore the Geneva church ; he returned to Lausanne in July 1542.

        Back in Lausanne, Viret became involved in disputes over the key divisive issues of the day, notably the theology of the Eucharist, predestination, ministerial authority, and ecclesiastical discipline, as well as the role of the secular magistrate in Protestant territories. In this volume, we see hints of the Eucharistic debates starting in 1545 (ep. 4). Several letters address the first major theological crisis in Lausanne and Bern, the 1548-1549 debate between Viret and André Zébédée over the Eucharist and pastoral authority. Zébédée had once been a friend of Viret, and Viret had been instrumental in bringing Zébédée to Lausanne (ep. 7). There, Zébédée became master of the douze écoliers
, a group of students at the Academy who were supported financially by the Bernese for their outstanding academic potential, with the hope that they might serve in the ministry after graduation. Zébédée and Viret started to clash in the early spring of 1548 over the power of the ministry (ep. 13B), a dispute exacerbated by Viret’s work on his most controversial treatise to date, De la vertu et usage du ministere de la parolle de Dieu, et des sacremens dependans d’icelle 
(ep. 14). The dispute had ramifications in Bern as well, where Viret’s ally Simon Sulzer was involved in similar debates with a strong Zwinglian faction in the city (ep. 10). In May 1548, Sulzer was expelled from Bern along with two of his supporters, Beat Gering and Konrad Schmid, partly because of their support of Viret in his dispute with Zébédée (ep. 18). There was a strong possibility at this point that Viret might be expelled from Lausanne as well, but those fears were never realized. Viret gives a full account of his perspective on this debate in an extraordinarily long letter to his friend in Zurich, Rudolf Gwalther (ep. 23). Viret’s De la vertu et usage du ministere 
was finally published in July 1548. Since it was in French, Zébédée translated portions into Latin – misleadingly, according to Viret – and sent them to Bern, causing Viret to be summoned there in August 1548 to explain himself (ep. 25). By November, however, Viret’s standing among the Bernese seems to have been restored, and he was eagerly awaiting a synod that would deal with the Zébédée affair once and for all (ep. 27). The synod would take place in March 1549 in Bern (epp. 31-35), and eventually Zébédée was ordered to leave Lausanne (epp. 36, 43). At the same time, however, the Bernese ordered that the weekly colloquies of pastors and professors be sharply curtailed to only four times per year (ep. 43). Zébédée and Viret had first clashed at one of these colloquies, and the Bernese wanted to limit the occasion for dispute among the pastors and professors. On appeal, the Bernese relented somewhat, on the conditions that no one be compelled to attend the colloquies and that debate be kept to a minimum (ep. 46).

        In 1547, a new professor at the Academy, Jean Ribit, took over lectures on theology, leaving Viret free to focus on his pastoral duties. He remained closely involved with the Academy, however, and as head pastor of Lausanne, he also seems to have been the moral and spiritual head of the school. Most of his letters in this volume to pastors and theologians outside of Francophone Switzerland (e.g., Bullinger, Gwalther, Simprecht Vogt, Johannes Gast) concern students from those territories studying at the Lausanne Academy. For some students, such as Josua Maaler of Zurich, Viret had high praise (ep. 57). Others, such as Hans von Halm of Zurich, were causing serious disciplinary problems (ep. 66). Several letters regarding Academy students had to do with their choice of lodging in Lausanne. Often, Viret had to fend off criticism that he had allowed them to live in unsuitable conditions or was not looking after them closely enough (e.g., epp. 56, 63). From 1551 to 1552, a particularly bad outbreak of plague struck Lausanne, causing several deaths and the temporary closure of the lower school (schola privata
) (epp. 65-72, 78). Perhaps the most troubling news regarding Academy students at this time, however, was the capture and imprisonment of six students in Lyon in 1552, five of whom were burned at the stake the following year. Viret wrote letters to the students during their imprisonment and worked closely with the Bernese to try to secure their release (epp. 79-93).

        In the 1550s, the ministers of Lausanne and the professors at the Academy increasingly worked together to defend and advance the cause of their Calvinist theology and ecclesiology. In May 1552, Jérôme Bolsec, who attacked the Calvinist doctrine of predestination, was confronted and reprimanded about his beliefs by the Lausanne pastors and professors (ep. 67). This was several months before Bolsec’s dispute with Calvin began in Geneva. Conflict over the doctrine of predestination continued throughout the 1550s and was an important element of the 1558 crisis that led to Viret’s banishment (ep. 94, Appx. passim
). The second major point of contention in the debates of the 1550s, and the crux of the 1558 crisis, was ecclesiastical discipline. The Lausanne contingent repeatedly demanded more authority for the consistory, particularly the power of excommunication, in order to prevent unworthy communicants from polluting the body of Christ in the Eucharist. The letters in the appendix to this volume all relate to this dispute. In the end, Viret was banished from Bernese territory, and the vast majority of his colleagues in Lausanne followed him into exile.

        In March 1559, Viret left Lausanne for Geneva and remained there until September 1561. While in Geneva, Viret received letters from churches in France, seeking his advice or assistance in having a pastor sent to them (epp. 137, 139, 140, 141). In the early spring of 1561, however, Viret fell deathly ill and decided he could not risk another winter in Geneva. Hence, in September, he took a leave of absence from his post in Geneva and went to Nîmes. Tensions were running high between Protestants and Catholics, but Viret urged the Huguenots to comply with the 1562 Edict of January (ep. 142). He was in demand all over France and decided to go to Montpellier in February 1562. While he was there, the first French War of Religion broke out. In June 1562, Viret arrived in Lyon, where he tried to help restore some order to the city which had recently been taken over and looted by Protestant troops. He seems to have been successful, judging from Lyon’s repeated appeals to Geneva to let them keep him longer. Several extensions of Viret’s leave were granted until finally in January 1563, the Lyon city council went behind his back and asked Geneva to transfer him permanently to the city, a request that Geneva granted (ep. 144). With the Peace of Amboise in March, the Catholics regained control of the city, but Viret was allowed to remain. In August 1563, he presided over the National Synod of the French Reformed Churches, which was held in Lyon. Viret and his fellow ministers understood Lyon’s potential, due to its large international fairs, as a base for spreading evangelical ideas ; for example, they tried (unsuccessfully) to recruit Giralomo Zanchi to found a new Italian church there (epp. 146, 148).

        While in France, Viret was involved in a few important doctrinal disputes. First, Jean Morély had dedicated to Viret his highly controversial treatise on church governance (ep. 143). Morély’s congregationalist ideas were condemned by the Genevan pastors, and Théodore de Bèze in particular wanted to ensure that Morély’s ideas not gain traction in France. He feared that Morély’s dedicatory letter to Viret would lend the work a degree of legitimacy. Viret dissociated himself from Morély, but not as vigorously as Bèze would have liked. Second, l’affaire Bauhin 
raised the issue of universal election. While Viret was in Lyon, a father and son, both named Jean Bauhin, arrived in the city. The son wanted his marriage ratified in church, but the Lyon ministers were initially distrustful of the Bauhins’ earlier associations with Sébastien Castellio and summoned them for questioning. During the investigation, it was discovered that the Bauhins believed in universal election and tried to support their position by appealing to the authority of Bullinger, Gwalther, and Melanchthon. Nearly all of the information we have about this affair comes from the letters in this edition (epp. 151-153).

        Viret was pastor in Lyon from 1562 to 1565. In August 1565, he was officially banished from the city, on the basis of an edict forbidding the presence of foreign-born Protestant ministers in France. The Geneva city council gave him the opportunity to return to Geneva (ep. 154), but Viret declined. He left Lyon, spent some time in the Valloire en Viennois, then in Orange and with the doctors in Montpellier, before arriving in Béarn in late 1566 or early 1567. Béarn was under the control of Jeanne d’Albret, who immediately put Viret in charge of running the ecclesiastical affairs of state. Unfortunately, only two of Viret’s letters from this period survive, both written not long after his arrival. Viret remained in Béarn the rest of his life. He died on 4 April 1571.

        Viret was married twice, first in 1538 to Elizabeth Turtaz, who died of plague in February 1546 ; this marriage did not produce any children. He married his second wife, Sébastienne de La Harpe, at the end of 1546. Two of their daughters, Marie and Marthe, are mentioned frequently in this volume (e.g., epp. 52, 61, 120). A son, Pierre (epp. 108, 124), and another daughter, Anne (ep. 135) died in childhood.
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