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      INTRODUCTION

      

      Traditionally speaking, the successor to John Calvin at Geneva, Theodore Beza (1519-1605), has been the subject of various studies representing sundry points of view. For F.C. Schlosser, J.W. Baum, H. Heppe, H.M. Baird and recently P.F. Geisendorf, his life and work provided enough variety and colorfulness to find in them an excellent subject for their biographical interest. For the historians of dogma, A. Schweizer, H.E. Weber, R. Seeberg, O. Ritschl and E. Bizer, as seen in his doctrine of predestination, he was a major contributor to the development of Reformed scholasticism. For some, however, he was the epigon or protegé of Calvin and for others he was a polemical theologian who, as a systematic theologian, was poorly matched to his predecessor. All in all, it is curious to note that until recently no one had done a comprehensive study of his work and thought.

      Most of the modern and fundamental research has appeared in the last twenty-five years — to name only a few, a biography by P.F. Geisendorf, a Beza bibliography by F. Gardy and A. Dufour, and, the most important of all, the Beza correspondence by F. Aubert, H. Meylan, A. Dufour et al. Thanks partly to these contributions, a great deal of interest in Bezana has been witnessed in recent years. R.M. Kingdon has long generated enthusiasm for Beza, in general, and his political thought in particular. Further, various aspects of his theology have been recently examined either in monograph or dissertation forms : W. Kickel on the question of revelation and reason, J. Dantine and J.B. Bray on the doctrine of predestination and J. Raitt on the eucharistic theology. However, even Kickel’s work, which is so far the most comprehensive attempt to see Beza’s theology as a whole, is less successful in providing a complete picture of Beza as a theologian.

      When we come to Beza’s doctrine of the church, the situation is worse. Despite the fact that he wrote nearly half a dozen works on the church, i.e. the greatest in number next to the eucharistic issue, no single comprehensive work on his ecclesiology has so far appeared. Further, it is disturbing to find that many of his ecclesiological expressions, for exemple, Point V of the Confession de la foi, Tractatio de veris… notis, Traicté des vrayes… marques, Responsio ad tractationem de… gradibus
, as well as such works which reveal to us the important insights of his ecclesiology as De polygamia-De repudiis et divortiis, Response a Jean Hay, Sermons sur le Cantique
, etc. have never been seriously examined. Above all, perhaps, his most significant accomplishment, his New Testament Greek text, its Latin translation and annotations (N.T. Annotationes
) which saw five editions in his lifetime, each with many fresh revisions, has never been properly explored by the Beza researchers. This fact alone shows how we 
have failed to come to grips with the basic quality of Beza as an accomplished New Testament scholar.

      In view of this current state of Beza research in general and that of his ecclesiology in particular, we believe that our primary task is to carefully examine his writings regarding the church against the background in which they appeared and to present a comprehensive picture of his ecclesiology. In other words, this is an attempt to view him not as a polemical theologian who took issue with his adversaries from time to time and wrote treatises on the church as his polemical engagements called for, but as a Reformer of the church who consistently looked at the reality of the contemporary church and expressed his concern in various writings. Indeed, we believe that he was above all a Reformer of the church.

      In order to effectively pursue this goal, we shall employ a twofold method. One will focus on the development of Beza’s ecclesiology from its earlier to its later expression. This is carried out in Parts I-III, Chapters I-IX. The other will focus on the overall structure of his ecclesiology and is found in Part IV, Chapters X-XII.

      In Part I, “The Founding of a Calvinist Ecclesiology,” we shall examine the period of Beza’s earlier writings from 1554 to 1561 and determine the nature and origin of his early ecclesiology. In Part II, “Consolidation and Realignment of the Calvinist Ecclesiology,” we shall cover the interim period from 1562 to about 1579 and assess its importance for the development of his ecclesiology as a whole. In Part III, “A Reformed Orthodox Ecclesiology,” we shall view his mature ecclesiology as the culmination of his thought on the church and find in it a clear expression of its basic theme, namely, the reform of the true church in doctrine and in ecclesiastical government. In the final part we shall partially recapitulate arguments advanced in the first three parts but primarily and systematically present the main theme of his ecclesiology, the “Reform of the True Church.”
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THE FOUNDING OF A CALVINIST ECCLESIOLOGY

      

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      CHAPTER I 

THE EARLIEST EXPRESSIONS

      Where should we start a study on the ecclesiology of Theodore Beza ? Can we start with De haereticis
 (1554) or with the Tabula praedestinationis
 (1555) ? The answer must be negative. The former indeed contains rudimentary expressions of his idea of the church, especially of the church’s relation to the magistracy. As far as ecclesiology proper is concerned, however, it cannot be a “terminus a quo.” The latter succeeds in giving a predestinarian structure to his theology but completely fails to allocate even a theological locus to the reality of the church. In our quest for the earliest expressions of his ecclesiology, therefore, we must turn to the Confession de la foi chrestienne
 (1559)1
 and its Latin edition of 1560, Confessio christianae fidei.

2
 The Confession de la foi
 — Confessio fidei
 is the first and remains the most comprehensive work of his theology in general and of ecclesiology in particular. In the following pages, we will present the overall structure and content of his ecclesiology, primarily, by focusing on the Confession de la foi
, then secondarily, by examining the important revisions made in the Confessio fidei.



      
        A. Confession de la foi
 (1559)

        The Confession is an important product of Beza’s Lausanne period (1549-1558). In a few words, perhaps, this period can be well summarized as his apprenticeship to theology and to the church.3
 Significantly his writing of this work coincided with the last part of this period.4
 It was possibly the summation of his theological achievements in Lausanne. Prior to this work he had already distinguished himself as a vigorous defender of Calvin’s doctrines in the matters related to the punishment of Servetus, the predestinarian, and the eucharistic controversies.5
 His unusual ability as a New Testament exegete, which clearly showed the extent of his humanist training, was well marked by the N.T. Annotationes I
, published as the third part of Robert Estienne’s Latin Bible (1556-7). As far as his ecclesiology was concerned, however, this was the first systematic presentation of his ideas and undoubtedly it reflected the ecclesiology of his Lausanne period.

        A brief look at the general structure of the Confession reveals its unique character.6
 The entire Confession consists of seven sections called “points.” The first point briefly deals with the unity of God and the Trinity. The major portion of the Confession, however, is occupied by the following five points : God the Father (II), Jesus Christ the Son of God (III), the Holy Spirit (IV), the Church (V) and the Last Judgement (VI). Obviously this portion is based upon the structure of the Apostles’ Creed. The last point is entitled, “A brief comparison of the doctrine of the Papacy with that of the Church Catholic.” Particularly interesting to our inquiry, besides the fifth point, is the fourth point on the Holy Spirit. Beza understands the Spirit as the divine person whose main effect is to create faith in the believers. Further, he describes the two means by which the Spirit creates faith in them, namely, the Word and the Sacraments. It is important to note that he discusses the Sacraments under this heading and not under the Church and that an extensive discussion on the Spirit is the background from which he comes to the fifth point on the Church.

        In the fifth point, articles seem to be disproportionately distributed. In the first nine articles, he discusses in general terms such topics as the definition and nature of the church, its head, marks, and true members. The rest is entirely devoted to the question of the power and authority of the church.7
 The importance of this last question was strongly felt by Beza both in the general context of his religious milieu and in the particular context of the Reformed Church movement. Certainly the Council of Trent and its challenge to the Protestant churches on this question was fresh in his mind.8
 More specifically, the struggles of the French Reformed Church and his own Lausanne Church against the regime of Bern possibly provided the background for his preoccupation with this.9



        
          1) The definition and nature of the church



          We examine the first portion of point V, the first nine articles, under three headings : i) the definition, ii) marks, and iii) characteristics of the church.

          
            i)

            
              The definition of the church occupies the first four articles. Beza begins with a common property of the Protestant Reformers, namely, the affirmation of the One Church with the Cyprianic formula, “extra ecclesiam nulla salus.” To explain this further he says that this is the One, True and Catholic Church. His basic definition of the church is the congregation or multitude of the people chosen by God’s grace.10
 In another way he describes it by using a phrase from the Apostles’ Creed, speaking of the church as the communion of the saints. Besides its biblical basis, his image of the church seems to reflect the political city-state of his day. To explain the communion of the saints, for example, he illustrates it by using an image of the assembly of the faithful united and joined in a certain place, similar to the bourgeois of one community participating in all of its privileges.11
...
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