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      Mentions légales

      Résumé

      Réunissant plus de cent trente lettres et fragments de lettres de la correspondance privée et diplomatique de l’humaniste toulousain Jean de Pins, Jan Pendergrass ouvre une perspective unique sur quelque quarante ans d’histoire française et européenne. Humaniste, juriste, diplomate et homme d’Eglise sous les règnes de Louis XII et François Ier, de Pins fit de longues études en France et en Italie du nord avant de devenir, tour à tour, sénateur aux Parlements de Toulouse et Milan, puis ambassadeur français à Venise et à Rome. Consacré évêque de Rieux en 1524, il se démit de ses fonctions parlementaires et finit ses jours à Toulouse, entouré d’étudiants et de gens de lettres épris de littérature classique. Cette édition de sa correspondance révèle l’étendue considérable de ses rapports, non seulement avec les représentants de l’humanisme européen, mais aussi avec les chefs de la diplomatie française, avec des parlementaires, des gens de loi et d’Eglise exceptionnels.
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      Abstract

      During the reigns of Louis XII and Francis I, Jean de Pins served as a senator in the French parliaments of Toulouse and Milan, as an ambassador in Venice and Rome, and as bishop of Rieux. Containing over 130 letters and letter fragments, this edition of his correspondence offers readers a unique perspective on some forty years of French history. Its pages reveal the diversity of de Pins’ dealings, not only with leaders of European humanism, but also with the architects of French diplomacy, members of parliament, legal officers and Church dignitaries of his era.
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      INTRODUCTION

      Historians of the French Renaissance remember Jean de Pins of Toulouse for his reputation as a scholar and diplomat during the reigns of Louis XII and Francis I. His correspondence with prominent European political leaders, humanists, poets, secretaries, printers, court magistrates and members of the clergy, is of considerable historical and cultural interest, not only for what it tells us of the author’s life and work, but also for its commentary on the events and people of his time. The three types of letters contained in this edition – dedicatory epistles, personal correspondence and official diplomatic dispatches – have been culled from various printed and manuscript sources and span a period of close to forty-five years, from the time of the author’s early studies at the University of Paris until shortly before his death in 1537. In accordance with established usage at the court of Francis I, de Pins wrote most if not all of his home-bound diplomatic letters in French. Latin was however his preferred medium in all that pertained to personal relations or scholarly research, and it was therein that he excelled. Erasmus, who had met de Pins in Italy and later contacted him on the subject of Flavius Josephus’ Jewish Wars
, appreciated the humor and casual fluency of his Latin prose. Jacopo Sadoleto and Etienne Dolet, noted Ciceronians, were impressed with the man’s refined discourse and turned to him on occasion for his skill as a proofreader and discerning critic. Other contemporary scholars, among them Germain de Brie, Symphorien Champier, Christophe de Longueil, Jacques Robertet, Johannes Trithemius, Jean Visagier, Jacobus Omphalius and Louis Le Roy, speak highly of his intellectual and moral qualities. The diversity and scope of de Pins’ personal correspondence, his dealings with local humanists from Toulouse, Albi, Montauban and other nearby localities, designate him clearly as one of the central figures of French humanism in early sixteenth-century Languedoc.1

				

       

      De Pins was born around 1470,2
 most likely in Toulouse proper or perhaps, as one historian speculates, in the family château at Justaret just outside of the Southern capital.3
 Leaving the pursuit of military career to his two elders, Barthélemy and Jean, and to a younger brother Antoine, he elected at an early age to seek distinction for himself in scholarship. As was customary at the time, he set out to tour some of the major centers of learning in France and Northern Italy, acquiring the polished perfection of Latin rhetoric and the rudiments of classical Greek. In his early twenties he attended lectures by Girolamo Balbi and Guillaume Castel at the University of Paris, and came into contact with Robert Gaguin, a coryphaeus of Parisian humanism. At some point he may also have stopped over in Orléans, where a future colleague François Deloynes was teaching law, or in other metropolitan centers, such as Bourges, Poitiers or Cahors, before returning to Toulouse where he signed, on 11 November 1497, an agreement with his brother Barthélemy, whereby he relinquished his part of the family inheritance in exchange for 300 livres tournois. The money he received from his brother allowed him to continue for some time his leisurely studies in literature and law.

      About one year, perhaps two years after signing that agreement, he interrupted his studies at the University of Toulouse and departed for Italy. As he later recalls in a letter to a friend and former classmate Gilles Anthonis (Ep. 44), he attended lectures by Marcantonio Sabellico and Calphurnius Brixiensis in Venice and Padua, then traveled on to Ferrara to sample the teaching of Battista Guarini. His studies in Ferrara came to an end around June of 1501 as Bérault Stuart d’Aubigny’s formidable army traversed Emilia-Romagna on its way to Naples. Having learned that his younger brother, Antoine, was a member of the duke’s army, de Pins quickly traveled to Bologna to greet him on his passage and, by happenstance, ended up staying there for about five years. Two of those years he spent as a student of Filippo Beroaldo the Elder, the city’s leading authority on classical literature.

      During his protracted sojourn in Bologna, de Pins published or collaborated in the publication of works that helped establish his reputation as one of France’s most promising scholars. His earliest printed texts include a prefatory letter in the first edition of Codro Urceo’s Opera
 (1502), a biography in honor of his deceased professor Filippo Beroaldo (1505), a Life of Saint Catherine of Siena
 (1505), and miscellaneous poetry,4
 letters and dedicatory epistles addressed to friends and patrons.

      In the late Spring of 1507, shortly after de Pins had received a doctoral degree in canon law,5
 King Louis XII of France made a triumphant entry into Italy, his third as French monarch, stopping first in Genoa, Pavia and Milan, then proceeding on to Savona where he held ceremonious negotiations with Ferdinand the Catholic of Spain. It was the perfect occasion for de Pins, whose family and friends were not without influence at the French court, to request an audience with the king so that he might officially apply for some honorable and lucrative appointment to public office. Two of Cardinal Georges d’Amboise’s nephews, Louis II and Georges II, with whom de Pins associated during his stay in Italy, very likely played an important role in calling him to the king’s attention and, ultimately, in securing for him a coveted seat in Parliament. However, as de Pins soon discovered, a life devoted to the practice of law and to public service would leave little time or energy for any serious pursuit of scholarship.

      On 24 November 1509, de Pins received word that his appointment as senator cleric at the Parliament of Toulouse had been formally approved. There he served alongside Senators Jean Séguier, Etienne Sacaley, Claude Vabres, Jean de Langeac, Jean de Basilhac and others, as a councilor in the Chambre des Enquêtes
, a chamber in Parliament that instructed civil lawsuits of various nature, both lay and cleric. His knowledge of law and his sense of equity guided him through the intricate meanderings of interminable territorial rivalries, inheritance disputes, issues of liability and income, among other matters. Criminal cases generally went to a separate body in Parliament, the Chambre de la Tournelle
, or came before the general assembly. In a letter addressed to Bishop Agostino Grimaldi (Ep. 26), de Pins offers, as an excuse for not writing as frequently as he should, a summary appraisal of his work as a senator in Parliament:

      
        I realize that no excuse of any sort imaginable could be sufficiently forceful or compelling to pardon my behavior toward you were you not already inclined to judge my case with favor nor prepared to consider beforehand the trifling insignificance of my feeble intellect and the tremendous burden that weighs upon it, not just daily, but almost hourly, leaving me barely enough time to catch my breath. And do not think this happens only to the extent that public and senatorial matters disturb me at home; I endure the same and I know not what other distractions in Parliament where the variety and gravity of legal cases alone afford a never-ending diversion of sorts. The high repute of the men I frequent has its appeal, and it is often quite profitable to hear the senators’ solemn opinions on so many matters of importance. Let us add another distraction many value highly as well, although I disagree with them, namely public approbation – that popular applause and, so to speak, general adulation among populus and plebs, which, as such, always seems both tasteless and annoying to me. But this is perhaps not the case for some, as the nature and disposition of men vary. I discreetly omit countless other activities which, if practiced individually and in succession, revive and replenish our over-worked spirits, but for which those who leave home have no time. In the public arena indeed we must often engage in trifling matters or, as the proverb goes, perform a Sisyphean task, all the while concealing the nonsense others perpetrate lest we bear with them the mark of folly. We must frequently hear complaint upon complaint, and not one of them legitimate, each having been conceived by individuals with obstinate, twisted minds. Besides these we must endure countless other unpleasant things of a similar nature, which detract no less from our leisure than from all forms of serious occupation.

      

      No doubt there is some measure of exaggeration in de Pins’ description, as the topos “No time to write” requires, but probably not much. The legal system in Renaissance France was notoriously plagued with interminable lawsuits, many of them frivolous. Numerous attempts at legal reform under Louis XII and Francis I did little to relieve the overburdened courts.

      Less than two years after the French triumph at Agnadello, Pope Julius II, Switzerland, Venice and Spain secretly united to form a Holy League against France, whose political and military involvement in various parts of Europe they deemed intolerable. In 1512, while France was busy defending occupied territories in Northern Italy, Ferdinand the Catholic invaded the kingdom of Navarre, a disputed feudal estate belonging to Jean III d’Albret and Catherine de Foix. England joined the alliance against France and amassed a large army at Fuenterrabía on the Spanish border, threatening to cross over into French territory without warning. In a brief historical draft addressed to his colleague in Parliament Jean Séguier (Ep. 34), de Pins describes these and other alarming developments of the period. His style here is vaguely reminiscent of Julius Caesar’s De bello Gallico
:

      
        The Swiss, having divided the forces introduced into France under papal and Venetian command, remanded one part home with the spoils and a large amount of gold and silver they had forced the captured French townships to pay as a ransom against fire and looting. The other part of the army remained in the Milanese in order to seize the remaining cities, towns and fortresses around Lake Como, occupying them with military force. Among them is Como proper, an ancient city of renown richly endowed by genius and by nature, for it is defended on one side by the treacherous depths of a lake, on the other by an unbroken chain of mountainous summits. The French nobleman Baissey held it with a regiment of one hundred horsemen. When he found himself besieged, under no less of a threat from the enemy as from the city’s inhabitants and adjoining populations, with no hope of reinforcements in sight, he secured assurances from the enemy, then surrendered, agreeing to pay for his liberty a sum of ten thousand gold ducats for which he offered himself up as a hostage in lieu of all others. The remaining Swiss troops, which as previously mentioned were returning home, joined up with Maximilian of Austria who had broken his word and the treaty by which he had five years earlier solemnly bound himself to the French king. They sought to invade that region of France we now call Burgundy, formerly known as Gallia Sequanica. The Frenchman La Trémoille, a famous knight of our time, well-versed in matters pertaining to France and the military, was dispatched there in all haste to defend with his ten thousand infantry and five thousand horsemen a French territory that had long ago been placed under his authority, protecting it and its population against enemy incursion whilst retaining the wavering loyalty of clans still pining for their prior homes or lacking in resolve. Bourbon, leading a large company of horsemen and infantry, was sent with a second army into Aquitaine, a region separated from Spain by the Pyrenees, in order to oppose a British army transported there by sea, which, according to early reports, had already debarked and set up camp not far from Fuenterrabía on the Franco-Spanish border. As for Dunois, the king’s ally and blood kin, he was in command over Aquitaine and governed there with full powers. Bourbon had only recently assumed the military governance of Narbonne province, for the purpose of which letters patent were read a short while ago in Parliament. Yet inasmuch as the greatest danger of war was perceived to rest upon Aquitaine, he too was ordered to go there. He assembled his entire forces a mere ten leagues from Pamplona, a neighboring city sympathetic to Spain, so that he could engage the British army more timely, for there had been up to that point no sign of danger in Narbonne province, and all there had been reported peaceful.

      

      
        Around that same time Mallius...
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