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      Mentions légales

      Résumé

      Issu d’une illustre famille de robe, fils du premier président du Parlement de Paris Christophe de Thou, Jacques-Auguste a acquis une stature éminente dans le monde politique et intellectuel de son époque. S’il l’a établie sur une éducation raffinée qui lui donna le goût de la bibliophilie et l’exerça au mécénat, il l’a étayée grâce à une production poétique impressionnante, bien que méconnue de nos jours, et un réseau de relations érudites, notamment avec le triumvirat de l’humanisme tardif (Joseph Scaliger, Juste Lipse et Isaac Casaubon). Il a également joui de relations familiales efficaces et d’une politique nuptiale bien calculée. Il l’aura enfin récapitulée dans les entreprises respectivement commémorative de son œuvre maîtresse, les Historiae sui temporis, et apologétique de la Vita. Ainsi est-ce dans la réorientation de la carrière ecclésiastique jusqu’à la faillite du cursus honorum parlementaire et dans la tragédie personnelle d’un double veuvage que se dessine le néo-stoïcien, le politique, l’ami des protestants, le poète, l’historien, le mémorialiste, cet homme complexe que fut Jacques-Auguste de Thou.

      *
**

      Abstract

      The Parisian magistrate Jacques-Auguste de Thou (1553-1617) was a major figure in the French Wars of Religion (1562-1598) and their immediate aftermath. Best known for his magisterial History of his own times (covering 1546-1607) and his complementary Memoirs (covering 1553-1601), de Thou was a key political negotiator, a famous book-collector and an influential patron to scholars and writers, as well as a respected poet in his own right and a prolific correspondent. This is the first monograph on de Thou since Samuel Kinser's bibliographical study of 1966. In the course of five chapters, thematically arranged between a substantial introduction and a dramatic conclusion, Ingrid De Smet meticulously unpicks de Thou's strategies of self-fashioning and career enhancement as well as the conditions that led to his fall from grace. In doing so, this monograph not only rehabilitates de Thou as a creative (neo-Latin) writer of international allure, it also uncovers and contextualizes the complexities of de Thou's life, writings, and thought.
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      BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

      Unless otherwise stated, all references to de Thou’s Historiae 
are made to the eighteenth-century edition Jac. Aug. Thuani Historiarum sui temporis libri CXXXVIII
, ed. 
Thomas Carte, 7 vols (London : Samuel Buckley, 1733) under the following form : Historiae
, IV, lib. 75 (1582), p. 83, indicating the volume number, the book, the year concerned (unless this is otherwise clear), and the page number.

      For de Thou’s autobiography or memoirs, the Commentarii de sua vita
, we refer to the Latin text as provided by Thomas Carte and Samuel Buckley in Part Four of the seventh volume of their edition of the Historiae 
(as above). Variants from Carte’s critical apparatus are cited where relevant. We have made an effort to indicate the year concerned and/or in which of the six books of the Commentarii 
or Memoirs 
the relevant passage can be found, so that interested readers may easily find the corresponding location in Anne Teissier-Ensminger’s new critical edition of the Vita
, which is under preparation at the time of writing.

      References to correspondence are indicated in the following form ‘[sender] to [addressee], [day, month, year]’, with in parenthesis the manuscript or printed edition quoted. Roman-style dates (e.g. ‘Kal[endis] Feb[ruariis]’) have been ‘translated’ into day and month (‘1 February’), but no adaptations have been made to any changes in time-reckoning caused by the introduction of the Gregorian calendar, to ensure that any letters may be easily retraced. For the correspondence of Justus Lipsius, it is worth noting, the reference format devised by the modern editors of the Iusti Lipsi Epistolae 
(ILE
), e.g. 
84 03 05, indicates a letter dated 5 March 1584.

      To alleviate the apparatus of footnotes, we have opted for recognizable but shortened bibliographical references to secondary literature. After first mention, subsequent references are only by author, short title and page-number (e.g.
 Coron
, ‘Ut prosint aliis
’, pp. 101-102). 
‘Kinser
’ without further specification but the page-number refers to Samuel Kinser’s crucial study The Works of Jacques-Auguste de Thou
. Full details of all works quoted can be found in the Bibliography. References to Classical authors are made in standard form, on the basis of text editions in the regular series, such as Loeb, Budé, or Oxford Classical Texts. Such editions are not listed in the Bibliography.

				

      Finally, in our discussion of de Thou’s individual relations and friendships we have on several occasions expanded the discussion into a prosopographical vignette
: where there is no other relevant heading or title of a subsection, these instances are indicated by the use of small capitals (e.g. Jacques
 Cujas
) in the main text. Further mention of these and other figures of de Thou’s milieu can be traced through the Index
 at the back of the volume.

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      INTRODUCTION

      ‘Vraye lumiere de nostre siecle en toute erudition et doctrine’. With this sweeping accolade Étienne Pasquier refers to his contemporary Jacques-Auguste de Thou (1553-1617), the scion of France’s judiciary elite who rose to the eminent rank of Président à mortier 
in the Parlement of Paris, whose house and library were a focal point for Europe’s finest minds, and who is himself best known as the author of a massive History of His Own Time

1
. Already in his life time, de Thou was hailed as ‘the father of modern history’2
, and he is arguably owed a rightful place in the gallery of Early Modern historians after Paolo Giovio (as whose continuator he fashioned himself) or alongside William Camden and Paolo Sarpi (with whom he corresponded)3
. Certainly, a good century after his death, there was every reason to be optimistic in terms of de Thou’s lasting fame : ‘[la réputation] de M. De Thou s’accroît de siècle en siècle,’ wrote the Protestant minister and exile David Durand (1680-1763). ‘On l’a lu & admiré pendant sa vie, on l’a chéri après sa mort & aujourd’hui plus que jamais il va être entre les mains de tout le Monde.’4

				

      There is no doubt that the Enlightenment added lustre to de Thou’s renown as an historian, through Thomas Carte and Samuel Buckley’s edition of the
					Historiae sui temporis 
(London, 1733) in seven massive folio volumes5
, or through Voltaire’s defense of him some thirty years later6
. In the course of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, however, de Thou’s historiographical standing suffered severely. This decline can be explained, in part, by the diminishing appreciation of humanist scholarship (and of its preferred medium of expression, Latin), and by changing standards of historiographical excellence, ‘truth’, and readability7
. Even in those studies that concern themselves with scholarly historiography, de Thou has often fallen by the wayside8
.

      On the other hand, it is true that among specialists of early seventeenth-century literature de Thou has continued to command interest as the cardinal figure of the learned circles from which the cabinet Dupuy
 would arise9
, whilst excerpts of his History of His Own Times 
have frequently served as a useful Who’s Who
 of the European intelligentsia of the second half of the sixteenth century10
. In the same way, librarians, bibliographers and book collectors remain keen to identify any volumes bearing the distinct de Thou provenance marks11
. Nonetheless, despite ever more insistent calls from critics for a greater understanding of the complexities of the life, actions, and thought of Jacques-Auguste de Thou12
, many still treat de Thou in the first instance as a primary source to be pillaged for historical evidence and illustrations13
. It is not that such a view, or use, of de Thou’s work is not legitimate in any way, but de Thou’s frequent casting in the role of an ‘observer’ or mere chronicler of the events of his time does carry the risk of minimizing his role as a participant or agent within them14
; moreover, it denies de Thou any appreciation as a creative writer, and pays no heed to the dialectic between his ‘performance’ on life’s stage and the expectations, perceptions, and responses towards it, on the part of his contemporaries.

      To phrase it somewhat differently, de Thou’s contemporaries regarded him, for the best part of his adult life, first and foremost as a man of real influence.

      After all, de Thou’s positions as Maître des requêtes 
(1585) and his admission to the State Council (1588) turned him into a high-ranking magistrate and politician from the second half of the 1580s onwards, well before he became known as le président de Thou
 (1595-1613), and well before the first volume of his Historiae sui temporis 
came off the press (1604, in fact late 1603). The common epithets ‘historian’ and ‘president’, therefore, conjure up a static image ; both apply essentially to the de Thou of the end of the sixteenth century and the first decade of the seventeenth century, when de Thou reached his zenith, both on the political and intellectual scene. However, to describe de Thou as a ‘poet’, ‘patron’, and ‘peace-maker’ is undoubtedly just as valid – not to mention de Thou’s titles as Keeper of the Royal Library (from 1593), as père syndic et ami spirituel des religieux cordeliers de Paris 
(March 1598)15
, or as Intendant des Finances
. In all of this, the question of how 
de Thou became the much-honoured poet, president or historian remains. How did he construct his personality as an intellectual and a magistrate at a time when the very identity of his social and professional class was under threat ?16
 What were the mechanisms (social, political, intellectual, and personal) which triggered, or hindered, his ascent ? And what did it mean to him – as well as to his contemporaries – that he should be a patron or a peace-maker, indeed a son, a husband, and a father ?

      *
* *

      Such are the questions that will occupy us in this book. They are nevertheless more easily asked than answered. Over the last twenty-five years or so critics may have given us the tools and concepts to analyse an individual’s sense of identity and the workings and limitations at play in the construct and promotion of a particular writerly persona

17
, but to whoever tries to come to grips with de Thou, it must appear both a curse and a blessing that nearly all the events in his life have been documented several times over. We might consider ourselves fortunate in that Jacques-Auguste did not just write a general, historiographical record of his own time in his Historiae sui temporis
 (which includes his own role as a magistrate) ; he also left an autobiography (commonly known as the Memoirs
) which covers his personal life in fine detail from his birth to 1601. To these writings, however, should be added an ample correspondence (stretching from Paris to Rome, from Oxford to Leiden, Lublin and Heidelberg, and still for a large part uncatalogued and unedited) ; a substantial collection of poetry (composed over a life time and also for a substantive part unpublished) ; his enormous but dispersed library of manuscripts and books (some with notes) ; as well as a variety of archival material. Finally, let us not forget the divergent (laudatory or critical) testimonies of his contemporaries.

      Today’s scholars no longer share the naïve regard of some nineteenth-century critics for the Memoirs 
as the only source of importance for de Thou’s biography18
, whilst significant clarifications have come to light thanks to a number of archival findings19
...
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