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	Reflecting current debates in the intersecting fields of African American Studies and African Diaspora, these critical essays and case studies explore the articulation between the fluctuating concepts of ‘race’ and Diaspora and the negotiations of identities across differences. They examine in turn the developments of diasporic black (inter)nationalism, new discourses on ‘postraciality’ and ‘postblackness’, race consciousness among African American soldiers, expatriation and re-diasporization. The acknowledgement of a rejection of Africanness in societies such as the Emirates, Morocco or the Dominican Republic dialogues with examinations of artwork through the lenses of a diasporic consciousness and analyses of literary texts that celebrate internationalism or subvert the notion of ‘race’. James Baldwin thus converses with Percival Everett.

      

      
        
	Reflet des débats actuels dans les champs croisés des Études afro-américaines et des Études diasporiques, ces essais critiques et études de cas explorent l’articulation entre les concepts fluctuants de « race » et de diaspora et les négociations des identités au-delà des différences. Ils étudient tour à tour l’évolution de l’(inter)nationalisme noir au sein de la Diaspora, les nouveaux discours sur la post-racialité et la notion de « postblackness », la conscience raciale chez les soldats afro-américains, l’expatriation et la re-diasporisation. Le constat d’un rejet de l’africanité au sein de sociétés telles que les Émirats, le Maroc ou la République dominicaine entre en relation avec les analyses d’œuvres d’art au prisme d’une conscience diasporique et de textes littéraires qui disent l’internationalisme ou subvertissent la notion de « race ». James Baldwin dialogue alors avec Percival Everett.
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            Introduction
          

          
            ‘Racial Stalemate’?: Black/African Diaspora and African American ‘Identity’
            1
          

        

        Corinne Duboin and Claudine Raynaud

      

      
        
          
             
            This volume of essays—theoretical interventions as well as case studies—tries to draw the link between new conceptions of African American ‘identity’, the changing curricula of Departments of African American Studies, and the input of current developments in Diaspora Studies, more particularly ‘Africa-diaspora studies’ (Manning 2003: 488) as they have evolved since the 1990s.
            2
             While African Americans are part of the African diaspora as descendants of slaves
            3
            , the concept of the ‘African diaspora’, its history and its evolution, troubles and informs their relationship to Africa (the continent as the real and/or imagined homeland) and to African Studies (the disciplinary field). In turn, African Studies and Africa-diaspora Studies overlap and have engaged in debates and dialogues that have mutually and continuously reconfigured their objects of study over the years (Manning 2003). What should be noted from the start is the constant reminder in the field of the lack of precision with which ‘Africa’ is apprehended: it is often seen as an undifferentiated mass and, as Gomez has underlined, slaves only became ‘Africans’ once they were in America (1998).
          

          
             
            In the 2008 edition of his 
            
              Global Diasporas
            
             (1997), Robin Cohen, a sociologist specialized in migration studies and a leading scholar in the field, explains his choice of the word ‘diaspora’ to conceptualize new patterns and unprecedented formations:
          

          
            
              Could refashioning the old idea of diaspora provide a means to understand new and revived forms of transnational and transtatal movements? How were these movements mapping onto, and changing, the accepted ways of understanding global migration, emerging identities, complex oscillating flows and unexpected patterns of settlement and integration?
              

              (xiv)
            

          

          
             
            The diverse uses of ‘diaspora’ initiated in the field of Cultural Studies (Hall 1990; Clifford 1992), and then elaborated in relation to black consciousness and modernity (Gilroy 1993; Edwards 2001; 2003) have impacted African American Studies and generated controversies and discussions.
            4
             A rethinking of African American ‘identity’ in relation to a subject, more broadly and complexly understood as racialized and diasporic, has been under way. Tensions have come up in the disciplinary field once constructed as Black Studies, then African American Studies or African American and African Studies
            5
             as it integrated the new research or refused to accommodate it. In the mid 90s, Gilroy’s notion of the ‘Black Atlantic’ replaced the experience of slavery at the center, at the same time as it effected a critique of ‘nationalism’ (cultural nationalism) and racial essentialism (afrocentrism) (Raynaud 2012), two notions crucial to historical definitions of ‘blackness’. More specifically, the conveners wanted to test whether the concept of ‘intersectionality’ (Crenshaw 1991; Collins 1998; 2006; 2008; McKinnon 2013) proved a useful tool in the current efforts that draw on Black Feminist Studies, Gender Studies, Queer theory and GLBT Studies. The concepts of super-diversity (Vertovec 2006; 2007), multi-ethnicity and multiraciality, might help reconfigure the ‘black subject’ in process (Kristeva 1977), a subject that increasingly finds him/herself within what Avtar Brah has named ‘diaspora space’:
          

          
            
              Diaspora space is the intersectionality of diaspora, border, and dis/location as a point of confluence of economic, political, cultural and psychic processes. [...] Diaspora space is the point at which boundaries of inclusion and exclusion, of belonging and otherness, of ‘us’ and ‘them’ are contested.
              

              (1996: 208–9)
            

          

          
             
            Away from the authenticity of a prescribed blackness and the fixed categories of racialized discourse, ‘identity as a process of movement and mediation’ (Gilroy 1993: 19) would rest on fluidity, multiplicity, and contingency. It is practiced more than ascribed, experienced more than attributed in the constant shift between self- and other-definition. As Brah makes clear, the mobilities inherent in diasporas, and the concomitant construction of diasporic selves, contest borders, challenge boundaries, interrogate a multilayered conception of identity. They unsettle racial categories, and consequently, racial hierarchies, which, in her vision of a postmodern subjectivity, they may contribute to undo.
            6
          

          
             
            The third term in our equation, the notion of ‘race’ has been historically articulated with that of black/African diaspora, more specifically in the late 19th and early 20th century (Manning 2003: 489). After WWII, race gave way to place in African Studies and, in the 60s, efforts to establish historical and cultural connections superseded discourses that relied on racial organization. The oscillation between the term ‘black’ and ‘African’ to qualify the forced (or willed) migration of people from the African continent foregrounds this very fact and links the complexity of the ‘African diaspora’ to race studies more so than other dispersals and diasporic consciousnesses.
            7
             From the start, the term itself was debated as some favored ‘African dispersion’ or ‘scattered Africa’.
            8
             As Ashraf Rushdy observes, the notion of ‘African diaspora’ is linked to nationalism: the political movement known as Pan-Africanism (Delany, Crummel, C.R.L. James, Padmore, Blyden, Du Bois, Garvey)
            9
             and the emergence of the African nation-states after their independences. Patrick Manning also retraces how the rival discourse of pan-Africanist studies developed in the 60s, parallel to studies of the African diaspora (2003: 491). While the first project focused on cultural representations of black identity and the political expressions of nationalism, the latter looked more broadly at the African influence in the world. Whereas nationalism is the contested term in Diaspora Studies that conversely stresses transnationalism (Tölölyan 1991: 3–4), the history of the ‘African diaspora’ is de facto tied to the emergence of pan-Africanism, the fight against anti-black racism, and Third World consciousness. Consequently, it cannot be severed from the concepts of ‘nation’ and of nationalism. Neither can it be separated from the slave trade, slavery and the colonization and de-colonization of the African continent. Slavery and postcoloniality, as well as race consciousness, are at the core of its often contested exceptionalism. Trauma, oppression, and forced migration are still coterminous with ‘black’ diaspora (see Cohen 2008: 40–48) in an opposition between ‘victim diasporas’ such as the Jews, the Irish, the Armenians, and the Palestinians, and ’deterritorialized diasporas’ (for example, Caribbean peoples [Cohen 2008: 124–135]). Alternatively, a diachronic distinction should be made between ‘historical diaspora’, a product of the slave trade and slavery, and whose main distinguishing feature is the length of time of its happening (from the 15th to the mid 19th century), and ‘modern African diaspora’ (Harris 2001). There have been, and are still, many ‘African’ diasporas.
          

          
             
            While the emphasis on race gave way to a foregrounding of ‘nation’, and then to the contestation of the latter term in the evolution of the field, ‘race’ itself is now under increased scrutiny at the very moment of signal developments in diaspora studies. Either seen as declining in significance (Wilson 1978) or still mattering (West 1994), the new millennium witnesses its questioning as a relevant category, primarily among US scholars. Indeed, with the election of Barack Obama to the US Presidency, the term ‘post-race’ has achieved a certain currency. Together with ‘post-black’, a notion that emerged within the discipline of art history (Golden 2001)
            10
            , ‘post-raciality’ stands at the core of heated debates among scholars (cf. Touré 2011; Patterson 2011). The question raised is, among others: has the rise of a black bourgeoisie brought an end to the ‘victim’ status of the black minority? The possibility of expressing a multi-racial identity on Census forms since 2000 reflects a change in mindset, even if its impact is extremely limited, or even nonexistent. What is the role of new African immigrants in building post-racial societies in the US, Europe, Brazil, Argentina and other Latin American/Caribbean countries? As most American scholars have acknowledged, post-raciality is a utopic gesture, and systemic racism still a reality. Yet certain changes have nonetheless occurred that put forward mixed identities, hybridity, and fluency. Lawrence Bobo, for instance, explains how Jim Crow has indeed been followed by other kinds of racism (
            
              laissez-faire
            
             racism, symbolic racism) and gives at least three controversial definitions of post-racialism. The first one corresponds to ‘the waning salience of what some have portrayed as a “black victimology” narrative’ (2011: 13). The second one supports the proposition that ‘the demographic makeup and the identity choices and politics of Americans are rendering the traditional black-white divide irrelevant’ (2011: 13–14). The third, and most contested one, asserts that ‘American society, or at least a large and steadily growing fraction of it, has genuinely moved beyond race’ (2011: 14). His answer is that, if Jim Crow is a thing of the past, post-racialism can only be the hoped-for future of an appeased and unified American society.
          

          
             
            As it embraced or entered into a dialogue with the Black Atlantic, current research on Blacks in Europe, Blacks in Latin America and in the Indian Ocean
            11
             has opened new ways of conceptualizing race and black consciousness. The relation to time and place, heritage and territory, history and memory of peoples of African descent has been rethought notably through approaches such as global or connected history. The conception of black diasporas as rhizomatic, in motion, and plural leads to reformulating such cultural manifestations as the Harlem Renaissance or political struggles like the fight against apartheid. Can transnationalism, creolization, or cosmopolitanism be substituted to or complement ‘black diapora’ (cf. Cohen 2008: xvi)? How are we to think of a ‘global’ black diapora in the context of intercultural and interracial exchanges? Gilroy prefers the term ‘planetary’ to ‘global’, tainted as it is with colonizing impulses, in his reflection on the loss of the British Empire and race-thinking and chooses to promote a cosmopolitan ‘planetary humanism’ (2000a). A comparison between African Americans and new African migrants to the US may help us confront the 
            
              longue durée
            
             social process of diaspora sedimentation and short 
            
              durée
            
             recent migration flows, as Veroni-Paccher explains in this volume. Africanist historian Michael Gomez offers for his part a comparative study of Morocco and the Dominican Republic in relation to ‘blackness’ that eventually shows a fluctuation of identity formations congruent with the analyses and comments of literary and art critics.
          

          
             
            We had indeed ventured that the arts—literature, the visual arts, popular culture, the Internet—were privileged markers of the evolutions that Diaspora studies analyze: notions of avant-garde, of globalization, of utopias. The current controversy around African American literature (Warren 2011a; 2011b, Gates 2010), the presence of writers who reject racial identification (cf. Everett, Whitehead), and the flowering of an American literature from the African diaspora (cf. Adichie, Mengestu, 
            
              inter alia
            
            )
            12
            , point towards an unsettling of categories. The scholars in the humanities that answered our call took up the challenge of investigating the changing contours of African American-diasporic identities in novels, films, art exhibits, poems or personal essays. What emerged is a postmodernist questioning of ‘race’ in such works as Everett’s 
            
              Erasure
            
             (2001) and his 
            
              I am Not Sidney Poitier
            
             (2009), together with a broader political commitment that draws on interracial and inter-ethnic coalition like the Canadian collective ‘Writing Thru Race’ and ventures a ‘black Pacific’. Grounded in a reinterpretation of the past of slavery, the works of Atlantic visual artists Kara Walker, Fred Wilson, Magdalena Campos-Pons, Lubaina Himid do not stop at mourning, but call for action. This political mobilization is concurrent with memory work presently undertaken in Europe and the Americas. Memorialization— the creation of museums, the edification of monuments, and official celebrations included in national calendars—marks the current turn to fight invisibility and oblivion. It is a concrete example of the working of a politicized notion of the black diaspora at the level of diverse national consciousnesses.
          

          
             
            Such a political future for the notion of diaspora was indeed noted by Cohen when he underlined the directions of diaspora studies. Focusing on the work of younger scholars like Anthias (1995), Sökefeld (2006), and Chariandy (2006), he stressed that:
          

          
            
              For Chariandy a 
              
                diasporic consciousness
              
               represents but one form of mobilization in a wider struggle to attain global social justice. Again the implication of crossover with other communities is clear and indeed he perhaps goes furthest in meeting Anthias’s demand that the diasporic idea should be made compatible with a 
              
                cross-ethnic cooperative struggle
              
               by progressive forces and third world peoples of many different backgrounds.
              

              (Cohen 2008: 15, italics mine)
            

          

          
             ...
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