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      Ce volume vient clore le dyptique du professeur Silver : Ronsard and the Hellenic Renaissance in France. Il est la troisième et dernière partie du Ronsard and the Grecian Lyre commencé avec le volume édité en 1981 dans la même collection au n°182. Au chapitre XXV : Personnification et mythe chez Pindare et Ronsard. Aux chapitres XXVI à XXX une étude sur la religion : le jugement de Ronsard sur Pindare et son paganisme ; Dieu dans les oeuvres de Pindare et de Ronsard ; Misère et grandeur de l'homme ; les poètes de l'au-delà ; la religion des muses selon l'un et l'autre des poètes. Au chapitre XXXI enfin : Ronsard et les poètes lyriques d'Alcman à Bacchylide.
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      CHAPTER XXV 

PERSONIFICATION AND MYTH IN PINDAR AND RONSARD

      
        « Myths… should teach men to lay up their treasures in heaven. »*



      

      
        I. Personification

        Personification is found throughout most of the poetry of Ronsard but in such wide dispersion that even the assiduous reader of his work does not feel it as a constant or even a frequent presence. Worldly Vanity, Pride, Pleasure, Cupidity, Envy, Virtue, Charity, Truth, Law, Hope, Faith, and many other personified abstractions appear in the Hymne triumphal sur le trepas de Marguerite de Valois
 (III, 58-62) ; Anger, Fear, Vice, Discord march before the chariot of Bacchus in the hymn to that divinity (VI, 182) ; Pity, Horror, Tyranny, Fury accompany the resumption of hostilities between France and Spain in 1555 (VIII, 41-42).1
 Most of these figures have no more substance as personifications than the capitalization of their initial letters can confer.

        Ronsard’s poetry shows some familiarity with the personified abstractions of certain moral characteristics or religious representations which were « fragments of the popular Hellenic catechism » (Gildersleeve, p. xxxi). He refers by name to Ate, the personification of mischief, infatuation, or blindness of mind (VIII, 70, v. 517). In sonnet CXVI to Cassandre (inc. Si tu ne veulx les astres despiter
), the fourth verse, « La priere est fille de Jupiter », alludes to the Litai (Iliad
, IX, 502), personifications of Prayer, who follow after Ate to undo the evil she has wrought. To Nemesis, Retribution, who casts down immoderate good fortune, there are relatively frequent references.2
 Hubris does not occur, but is sometimes replaced by the French equivalent, « Présomption » (XI, 26, v. 132 ; XVII, 55, v. 15), or adjectivally by the word « superbe ».

        Some of these, (Ate, Litai, Phronesis, Sophrosine)3
 are not found in Pindar at all or under a different form ; others, Nemesis especially, have little or no relation to his triumphal odes ; one, Andronique (X, 338, v. 22), if it is not derived from a proper noun, appears to be a contribution by Ronsard to the Greek language. Dicæe, Dicé’, Dicé, variants of Diké, Justice, is the name given to the king of Crete in the Franciade
, but bears no relation to Dika, goddess of justice in the odes of Pindar.

        The process of personification in Pindar generally conveys a greater sense of imagined reality than most of the immaterial phantoms of Ronsard. « When he addresses ‘Αγγελία as daughter of Hermes (Ol. VIII, 82) and gives her the task of bearing a message4
 to the underworld… [she is] no more than [an] abstraction to whom he gives a temporary personality, but he advances beyond this5
 and creates or promotes other powers to an approximately divine status.6
 When he calls upon… ‘Truth, daughter of Zeus’ (Οl
., X, 3-4), he suggests that Truth is a sublime and living and independent being, on whom the fatherhood of Zeus is not lightly conferred. A similar importance belongs to… Quiet,7
 whom Pindar addresses at the opening of Pythian VIII :…

        
          Kind-hearted Quiet, daughter of Right,8



          You, who make mightiest cities

          And hold the last keys of counsel and war…

        

        To make Quiet daughter of Right… might be thought no more than an exalted piece of allegory, but when Pindar addresses her in this way and proceeds to say that she knows how to give and receive greatness (6-7), he thinks of her as a living force. »9



        

        Ronsard never, to my knowledge, personified Truth in the manner of Pindar’s tenth Olympian, though there are a number of passages, in addition to the one in the triumphal ode on the death of Marguerite de Valois, in which Vérité appears as an impalpable abstraction.10
 In a poem in which Ronsard’s sincere veneration of truth approaches most nearly the thought and tonality of Pindar’s verses, truth is not the daughter of a god — God is Himself identified with the truth of the Christian dispensation.11
 On the other hand, the person of Angelia, a creation of Pindar’s imagination « which is found nowhere else in ancient literature »,12
 is rediscovered among Ronsard’s Pindaric odes under a guise that makes recognition almost an exercise in mythological cryptography.

        In the eighth Olympian Pindar says (81-82) that Angelia, clearly described as the daughter of Hermes, messenger of the gods, will carry the news of Alcimedon’s victory in the boys’ wrestling match to his father and uncle in the underworld. Angelia reappears after so many centuries in Ronsard’s ode on La Victoire de François de Bourbon
,13
 but his excessive erudition and perhaps a taste for the esoteric led him to hide her personality under an almost impenetrable mythological veil :

        Fille du neveu14
 d’Atlas,

        Poste15
 du monde où nous sommes,

        
          Qui n’eus onques le bec las

          De chanter les faits des hommes,

          Va-tan là bas sous la terre

          Et à CHARLES, & à PIERRE,

          Di que FRANÇOIS leur neveu

          Aujourdui vainqueur s’est veu

          De l’Imperialle audace…

        

        (I, 88-89)

        Ronsard knew from his reading of the tenth Olympian that Hermes was the father of Angelia, but instead of mentioning her name and her relationship to Hermes as simply and directly as his model had done, he preferred to interpose an additional tier of genealogy which did nothing for the lucidity of the passage. Laumonier’s note ori the first verse sheds the necessary light : « C’est la Renommée, fille de Mercure… Ronsard a obscurci le passage de Pindare par une périphrase prise à Horace, Carm. 
I, x, 1 : Mercuri, facunde nepos Atlantis. » Hermes was the son of Zeus and Maia, daughter of Atlas ; Angelia, then, was the daughter of the grandson of Atlas.

        Anne de Montmorency, Connétable de France under Henri II, had acquired in the reign of François Ier
 the reputation of a Fabius Cunctator because by his « sage lenteur… [il] avait déjoué les projets de Charles-Quint en Provence » (III, 26, n. 4). When by the advice of Montmorency a clause was inserted into the treaty between Henri II and Edward VI which restored Boulogne to France in exchange for 400.000 gold crowns (III, 3, n. 1), Ronsard did not fail to praise the wisdom of the king’s minister in the Ode de la Paix
 :

        
          O grand Roi non imitable

          Tu nous aumonnes ceci,

          Aiant creu Mommoranci,

          Et son conseil veritable :

        

        
          STROPHE 8

          Lequel mettant en evidence

          Les sains trésors de sa prudence,

          Ne s’est jamais acompagné

          Du sot enfant d’Epimethée,

          Mais de celui de Promethée

          Par longs usages enseigné…

        

        (III, 26 ;
 cf. VIII, 16)

        Here, again, we are dealing with a crypto-personification which the original passage in Pindar helps us to decipher. The fifth Pythian was written to celebrate the victory in the chariot-race of Arcesilas, king of Cyrene. The charioteer was Carrhotus, brother of the queen. Pindar does not fail to praise the equestrian skill of the king’s brother-in-law in a passage that directly inspired Ronsard’s praise of Montmorency : « Therefore, when thou art hymned in song in Cyrene’s sweet garden of Aphrodite, forget not to give God the glory ; do not forget to love, above all thy comrades, Carrhotus, who, on returning to the palace of them that reign by right, did not bring in his train Excuse [Πρόφασις],16
 that daughter of After-thought [Έπιμαθεύς], who is wise too late… » (Pyth. V, 23-28).

        Pindar personified Prophasis, otherwise a...
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