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	Since 2007, the Belgian School at Athens has undertaken excavations on the Kefali or Buffo hill, east of the village of Sissi, on the north coast of Crete where a Minoan site was occupied approximately between 2500 and 1200 BC. This volume is the follow-up of an earlier one on the 2007-2008 excavations (published as Aegis 1) and presents a preliminary report on the excavations carried out in 2009 and 2010. It concentrates on the different zones examined within the cemetery and settlement. There are also reports on the Late Minoan pottery, site conservation and environmental analysis as well as a paper on the use of GIS at Sissi.
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          1. Introduction and acknowledgements

           During the summers of 2009 and 2010, the Sissi project conducted its third and fourth seasons of excavations on the Kefali or Bouffos hill (Sissi-Vrachasi-Mirabello-Lassithi) in eastern Crete. In 2009, the excavations lasted from July 6th to August 14th, while in 2010 the excavations ran from June 15th to July 24th with restoration by N. Nikakis continuing throughout the autumn and winter. As before (Sissi I), the excavations at Sissi were carried out by the Universities of Louvain and Leuven, under the auspices of the Belgian School at Athens. We are especially grateful for the support and advice of the Greek Ministry of Culture and Tourism, in particular Mrs. Villy Apostolakou and Vasso Zografaki of the 24th Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities at Agios Nikolaos. Lina Manousogiannaki represented the Greek Archaeological Service during both campaigns. P. Iossif of the Belgian School at Athens provided valuable administrative assistance.

           The 2009 campaign was financed thanks to the generous aid from the Institute for Aegean Prehistory, the Université Catholique de Louvain (FSR), the Fonds National de Recherche Scientifique (FNRS), the Fonds voor Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek (FWO), the Community of Vrachasi as well as by a Prize given by the Compagnie du Bois Sauvage. Financial support during 2010 came from the Institute for Aegean Prehistory, the Belgian School at Athens, the Fonds National de Recherche Scientifique (FNRS), the Université Catholique de Louvain, the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (START), the Cultural Association of Sissi, the Loterie Nationale and the Ministère de la Région wallonne. We especially thank Couderé Geoservices (Mrs M. Couderé, M. F. Rahier) for the loan of a Trimble VX which greatly facilitated topographical work. Additional financial support was also provided by the Tim F. Cunningham family, the Henry and Belle Davis Foundation, Mr. Maurice Conrard, Mr. G. Markakis and a series of other private sponsors to whom we are very grateful. INSTAPEC provided valuable aid and services and we thank its director, T. Brogan. We also thank Dr. B. Molloy of the Irish School and the Priniatikos Pyrgos project for their proposal to share a storage area in Agios Nikolaos, which, through the services of V. Klontza, is now serving to store our finds. The Director of the French School, D. Mulliez, and the Studies Director, A. Müller, are thanked for putting the workrooms at Malia at our disposal during the two field work campaigns. For help with the demining, I especially like to thank the Greek Embassy in Brussels (ambassador H.E. Platon Hatzimichalis, first counsellor Mrs. Eleni Michalopoulou), Prof. Chrysoula Paliadeli (Member of the European Parliament), and the Belgian Embassy in Athens (ambassador H.E. Pierre Vaesen).

           The present report was published thanks to an aid of CEMA and INCAL (Institut des Civilisations, Arts et Lettres) at the UCL. Nicolas Kress again put the texts into InDesign.

           Area supervisors during 2009-2010 were Prof. I. Schoep (KULeuven) for Zone 1, F. Carpentier (KULeuven) for Zone 2, F. Gaignerot-Driessen (Paris IV) for Zone 3, Dr. Q. Letesson (UCL-FNRS) for Zone 4, Dr. M. Devolder (UCL-FNRS) for Zone 5 and Dr. S. Jusseret (UCL-FNRS) for Zones 6 and 7. Dr. C. Langohr (UCL-FNRS) was in charge of the apothiki, assisted in both seasons by F. Liard (UCL) and in 2010 by I. Kritikopoulos (U. Toronto). Draughtsperson during both campaigns was H. Joris (U. Hasselt), assisted in 2010 by C. Kolb (U. Cincinatti). P. Hacıgüzeller (UCL-WBI) directed topography and GIS, whereas N. Kress (UCL) took care of field measurements in all zones apart from zone 1 where this work was done by P. Baulain (Paris IV). Photography (including cane photography) was largely the work of L. Manousogiannaki (helped by N. Kress) and G. McGuire (2010) whereas aerial photography in 2010 was again done by C. Gaston (Paris). INSTAPEC photographer Chr. Papanikoloupoulos again took care of object photography. Site artist was R. McGuire (2010). H. Fiasse was computer specialist in 2009. The anthropological team directed by Dr. I. Crevecoeur (2009, now CNRS, U. Bordeaux) comprised Dr. A. Schmitt (CRNS, U. Marseilles, 2009-2010), Dr. A. Civetta (2010), C. Dalberra (2010) as well as A. Gilon (UCL, U. Bordeaux, 2009-2010). The environmental team directed by Dr. V. Isaakidou (U. Sheffield, fauna) further comprised A. Livarda (U. Oxford, palaeobotany), R. Veropoulidou (U. Saloniki, shell) and C. Tsoraki (U. Sheffield, stone tools). They were assisted by L. Polain (UCL, 2009-2010), P. Baulain (Paris IV, 2009-2010), C. Di Giovanni (Paris-ASAS, 2009), V. Vanderlinden (ULB, 2009) and M. Haynes (Paris Sciences Po, 2010). Dr. T. Carter (McMaster, 2009) studied the obsidian tools and A. Summers the loomweights of the 2008-2009 campaigns. Object conservation during both seasons was the work of A. Nikakis whereas N. Nikakis took care of site conservation (see below, chapter 10).

           Other students and specialists who participated were: A. Aertssen (U. Antwerp, 2009-2010), M. Athanasiadou (U. Marburg, 2010), A. Avramuth (U. Vienna, 2009), C. Bailly (UCL, 2010), R. Ballis (U. Athens, 2010), V. Bouat (Paris, 2009-2010), N. Calliauw (KULeuven, 2010), T. Claeys (UCL, 2009-2010), M. Daeppen (U. Lauzanne, 2010), J. Danckers (KULeuven, 2010), T. Darocszi (U. Heidelberg, 2009), B. Decraene (UCL, 2009), P. Georghiade (U. Toronto, 2010), T. Gomrée (U. Lyon, 2009-2010), M. Guterres (KULeuven, 2009), J. Hamacher (UCL, 2010), M. Hanquart (UCL, 2009), B. Lambrechts (KULeuven, 2009-2010), S. Lannoie (UCL, 2009), J. Lorang (UCL, 2009-2010), S. Lozano-Rubio (Madrid Complutense, 2010), D. Lauzier (U. Laval, 2010), R. Martin (U. Toronto, 2010), G. McGuire (Vrachasi, 2010), J. Monnaie (McMaster, 2010), C. Oliveira (Kenyon College, 2009-2010), M. Pietrovito (U. Vienna, 2010), L. Raecht (Trinity College, 2009), R. Roggen (KULeuven, 2010), S. Rooms (KULeuven, 2010), N. Rouvroy (UCL, 2009-2010), K. Sougiadaki (U. Ioannina, 2010), E. Stevens (Bryn Mawr, 2010), A. Synodinos (U. Athens, 2010), E. Thompson (U. Toronto, 2010), R. Vandam (KULeuven, 2009), K. Vanliefferinge (U. Ghent, 2010), L. Verhulst (KULeuven, 2009-2010) and M. Zoumaki (U. Ioannina, 2010).

           Our team of Cretan workers included G. Metaxarakis (2009, 2010), J. Milidakis (2009, 2010), M. Vrachnakis (2010), J. Milathianakis (2009, 2010), M. Tzannakis (2009, 2010) and K. Jacobson (2009, 2010). C. Mamaloukos provided cars and other services.

           As before, we received many visitors during the excavations, who we thank for their advice and support: H.E. the Belgian Ambassador to Athens and Mrs. Pierre Vaesen, Baron and Baroness Philippe and Marion Lambert, State Minister and Viscount Etienne Davignon, State Minister Antoinette Spaak, Prof. D. Haggis, Prof. A. Farnoux and the Dreros team, Profs J. and M. Shaw, Dr. J.A. MacGillivray, Dr. C. Macdonald, Prof. B. Koehl, Prof. and Mrs H. Matthäus, Prof. D. Panagiotopoulos, S. Beckman, Dr. S. Müller and the Malia survey team, Prof. M. Pomadere, the Prof. J.-C. Poursat family, Prof. G. Cadogan, E. Oddo, Prof. J. Rutter, Prof. V. Watrous and the Gournia excavation team, Prof. J. Papadatos, Prof. M. Xanthopoulou, I. Venieri (Ministry of Culture), E.-E. Toubakari (Conservation Department), Prof. C.J. Knappett, Dr. B. Molloy, the ASCS summer tour and a series of local visitors, students and enlightened tourists (see ‘visitors’ on www.sarpedon.be). We also briefly appeared in the ‘Finding Atlantis’ documentary of the National Geographic Channel.

          2. Demining operations

           We were aware that, because of its strategic qualities, Italian forces had used the Kefali hill as a look-out post during World War II. The hill may even have formed the frontier between the Italians and the Germans on Crete1. Traces of now destroyed gun posts still exist especially on the northeast point of Kremasma, the flat plateau west of the Kefali. When the Italians were ousted by the Germans, they left some of their weaponry behind. In earlier campaigns occasional hand grenade fragments and bullet casings were encountered, especially on top of the hill, in zones 3 and 4. The discovery of a life mortar grenade in zone 6 during the 2009 campaign halted all work in this zone (see Chapter 7). After its removal, it was decided to invite a specialised section (TENX) of the Hellenic army to demine the hill before the 2010 campaign. This work was done by two teams directed by logachos N. Reppas in April-May 2010 and was partly financed by the Belgian School at Athens and partly by the Greek Ministry of Defence thanks to the intervention of the Greek Embassy in Brussels and the Belgian Embassy in Athens for which we are very grateful. Apart from a few more fragments of shrapnel, barbed wire, a mess kit and several dozen bullet casings2, no other ammunition was found so that the hill was declared safe for further work (figs 1.1-2).

          
            [image: image]
          

          Fig. 1.1. MILITARY MATERIAL INCLUDING BULLET CASINGS AND A...
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