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 A word from the partners  
 Agency for marine protected areas (AAMP)  
 It was quite far from the Indian Ocean, on the emerald green waters of the Marquesas  
 islands, that this partnership came into being. The Agency for marine areas had organised  
 a knowledge-gathering cruise in the Polynesian archipelago. Marc Taquet took part in it on  
 behalf of Ifremer. He spoke of his passion for fish and for the Indian Ocean. We told him  
 about the Marine nature park of Mayotte and that of the Glorieuses – the two largest French  
 marine protected areas – and about the Agency's intention to get more involved in regional  
 cooperation programmes in the Indian Ocean. All of this struck a common chord.  
 Indeed, this practical guidebook about fish helps address the need to develop knowledge about  
 the marine environment. The Indian Ocean holds some of the hot spots of global biodiversity,  
 including the Mozambique Channel. This book shows the biological diversity in these waters  
 and clarifies the ecology of species there. It is an invaluable piece of work for managing this  
 marine environment. France is especially accountable there, since 10 % of French waters are  
 located in the Indian Ocean. Successfully protecting them will require knowledge and sharing  
 it with decision-makers and all those who depend on the sea for their livelihood. This book  
 contributes to that goal. As a newly-created public institution devoted to preserving the marine  
 environment, it was natural that the Agency for marine protected areas support this initiative.  
 Jérôme Bignon, President of the French Agency for marine protected areas  
 Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association (Wiomsa)  
 As was with the First Edition, WIOMSA is proud to be associated with the production of the  
 Second Edition of this high quality and very relevant publication and wish to congratulate  
 the authors for this updated and expanded version. The content and the quality of this guide  
 clearly affirms that WIOMSA made the right decision to partially support the publication of  
 the First and Second Editions.  
 I believe that this guide, with its beautiful illustrations, will be valuable to scientists, researchers
 and divers, to help in the identification of the listed species. It will also be an asset to policy  
 makers and the young who will be fascinated by and attracted to the beauty and diversity of  
 fishes illustrated in the guide and hopefully, this fascination will make them become even  
 more supportive of the need to conserve the coastal and marine environment in the region  
 Nirmal Shah, President  
 French research institute for exploitation of the sea (Ifremer)  
 The fruit of considerable effort for in situ observation, this richly illustrated and perfectly  
 documented “field guide” offers an attractive panorama of the ichthyofauna of the Indian  
 Ocean and the Red Sea. Above and beyond the beautifully presented illustrations, which can  
 only increase the public's fascination for the beauty of the underwater world, this publication  
 makes a very valuable contribution to the scientific community, as a census of the fish which  
 populate environments still relatively less explored than those of other oceanic regions.  
 In keeping with the biodiversity inventories and censuses underway, the authors have  
 succeeded in going beyond simply describing the criteria required for the visual quick-find  
 of nearly 1,200 species. In fact, they show us these fishes in their natural environment, thus  
 emphasizing that the survival of species depends first and foremost on preserving the quality  
 of their habitats.  
 By letting us share in the beauty of nature, with talent, Marc Taquet and Alain Diringer remind  
 all those who use the maritime realm of the significant stakes and challenges ahead to preserve  
 marine ecosystems, their functions and their treasures.  
 Jean-Yves Perrot, President-Managing Director  
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 Foreword
 The earth is experiencing the extinction of species at a greater rate than any time in its history  
 from the degradation of environments, introduction of invasive species, overexploitation of  
 biological resources, and especially accelerated climate change from the increased level of  
 carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.  
 In addition to warming the atmosphere and the sea, the CO2 causes acidification in the sea,  
 which impairs coral growth. The increasing sea temperature is occurring at a greater rate than  
 corals can tolerate over time. Reef-building corals are expected to be extinct within 30 to 50  
 years, along with all the life dependent on coral reefs  
 This new edition of Marc Taquet and Alain Diringer's Fishes of the Indian Ocean and the Red  
 Sea, with their lovely underwater photographs of fishes, is a reminder of what the world will  
 lose if we continue to burn fossil fuels at the present rate.  
 If coal, oil, and natural gas did not exist (or if we had been wise enough not to burn them), we  
 would have in time developed nonpolluting sources of energy to achieve the technological  
 advances we now enjoy (though we would have continued to ride horses and cross the seas  
 in sailing vessels much longer).  
 Governments must increase their effort to subsidize industry for other sources of power.  
 Marc and Alain have added 340 fishes to their new edition, thus a total of 1,200 species. In  
 addition to their photographs, they provide characters for species identification, size attained,  
 depth of occurrence, and details of habits and habitat. A real pleasure to have it all in one  
 volume!
 John E. Randall  
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 Foreword
 Fauna in the Indian Ocean is much less known than that in the Atlantic and Pacific, due  
 to the fact that the few countries with high-level scientific research, i.e., Australia and  
 South Africa, have only a small part of their seafront on this ocean. Therefore, this Guide  
 to Fishes of the Indian Ocean and the Red Sea is a most welcome publication. The authors,  
 Marc Taquet from Ifremer and his friend Alain Diringer, are not unknown in this field.  
 In 1992, they gratified us with a beautiful book on Indian Ocean groupers entitled Les mérous  
 de l'océan Indien.  
 In this new book, they present nearly 1,200 species of fish, illustrated with over 1,500  
 underwater photographs. It is the result of nearly 25 years of diving together in the Indian  
 Ocean and the Red Sea: in their home location of Reunion Island, Madagascar, the Comoros  
 Islands, and the French Scattered islands (Glorioso, Europa and Tromelin). For the needs of  
 this book, they extended their explorations further afield to South Africa, Australia, Indonesia,  
 Thailand, Sri Lanka, the Maldives and the Red Sea. Dives were even made far offshore, in the  
 middle of the Indian Ocean, around drifting fish aggregating devices (FADs*) which attract  
 large pelagic* species.  
 I know Marc Taquet particularly well. At the start of his career at Ifremer, he spent three years
 in the laboratory where I worked, in La Rochelle. During his stay there, I had the opportunity  
 to appreciate his human and professional qualities. Apparently, it was after I'd asked him to  
 identify Triglids during a research cruise that he was bitten by the ichthyology* bug. Later,  
 when posted to Reunion Island, he introduced me to Alain Diringer, a professor of art and  
 design, ever seeking aesthetic beauty. Marc and Alain share the same passion for subaquatic  
 activities.
 I am very honoured that Marc and Alain have asked me to write a preface for their book.
 Having studied the deep-sea ichthyological fauna of Reunion Island and Madagascar, the  
 attraction of this region, linked to the excitement of discovery, has remained alive for me.  
 My congratulations go to Marc Taquet and Alain Diringer for serving knowledge through their  
 shared passion and for the effort they have made to share it with one and all.  
 Jean-Claude Quéro  
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