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      Mentions légales

      Résumé

      La première monographie sur Adrien Turnèbe, humaniste parisien, lecteur royal de grec, auteur des Adversaria.

      *
**

      Abstract

      For Montaigne Adrien Turnebe was “le plus grand homme qui fut il y a mil’ans... il sçavoit toutes choses”. From the early optimism of Guillaume Budé (1468) to the more
severe age of the Huguenot Isaac Casaubon (1559-1614), Paris could boast a dazzling array of resident scholars whose works on both Latin and Greek
authors would have been found in the libraries and private collections of
all educated men. It is to that glittering circle of scholars that Adrien
Turnèbe belongs. As a scholar, he bears comparison with the best of them. But unlike them, Turnèbe also enjoyed a considerable reputation as a printer, poet, and controversialist. From his appointment as a lecteur royal in 1547 to his death in 1565, Turnèbe produced an uninterrupted flow of editions, translations and commentaries on an astonishing range of Greek and Latin authors, and John Lewis studies and presents all
of them.
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      INTRODUCTION

      
        
          Turnebus iacet hic. Quis sit, si quærere pergis

          Iam dignus es qui nescias.1



        

        
          [Here lies Turnèbe. If you persist in asking

          who he is, you deserve not to know.]

        

      

      For over two hundred years after his death, the works of Adrien Turnèbe (1512-65) were the familiar working tools, leisure
companions and reference books of those educated or interested in the Classics. Those works were the product of the years Turnèbe spent at the recently formed Collège des lecteurs royaux
, firstly as Royal Reader in Greek (1547-61) and then for the last four years of his life as the Reader in Greek and Latin Philosophy.2
 In his own day, Turnèbe enjoyed an immense reputation as a humanist scholar and teacher, and was warmly praised by all the major intellectual and literary figures. If some of these eulogies appear exaggerated to the point of insincerity, the majority are singularly warm and consistent. Montaigne, a man not usually given to hyperbole, had “a quite exceptional admiration”3
 for Turnèbe : he appreciated his vast erudition, and sought his opinion on Raymond Sebond and his Theologia Naturalis.

4
 Montaigne also welcomed in Turnèbe a refreshing lack of professional arrogance :

      
        […] Adrianus Turnebus, qui, n’ayant faict autre profession que de lettres, en laquelle c’estoit
à mon opinion, le plus grand homme qui fut il y a mil’ans, n’avoit toutesfois rien de pedantesque que le port de sa robe, et quelque façon externe, qui pouvoit n’estre pas civilisée à la courtisane, qui sont choses de neant.5



      

      In purely academic terms, Turnèbe enjoyed a reputation which was second to none : tributes to his acumen, diligence, erudition, vast memory and prodigious appetite for learning were heaped upon him ; for the younger Scaliger, Turnèbe was the “greatest and the most learned man of his century” ;6
 similarly, for Scévole de Sainte-Marthe, Turnèbe was the “ornament of his age” ;7
 the historian Jacques-Auguste De Thou considered that Turnèbe married that vast erudition to a life of virtue ;8
 Henri Estienne,9
 Sainte-Marthe10
 and his translater Guillaume Colletet11
 all stress the exemplary modesty which Turnèbe displayed in his lectures and written works
In a letter to Turnèbe’s son Adrien, Justus Lipsius assures the son that his father will enjoy eternal glory for as long as Greek and
Latin are valued.12
 That enviable reputation was not confined to France : when Etienne Pasquier gives his opinion on the relative merits of the lecteurs royaux
, he cites the manner in which several German universities honoured the memory of Turnèbe :

      
        J’ay autrefois appris de trois Allemans, gens d’honneur, qu’en plusieurs Universitez d’Allemagne, lors que ceux qui sont en chaire alleguent Tournebus et Cujas, aussi tost mettent ils la main au bonnet, pour le respect et honneur qu’ils portent à leurs memoires.13



      

      Admittedly, as Turnèbe’s nephew, Pasquier
may be biased in his favour ; but it is clear from the huge number of contemporary tributes to Turnèbe that he was an exceptional scholar, held in extremely high esteem.14



      

      The obscurity into which the Works of Turnèbe have fallen reflects a relatively modern shift in values away from the Classics. Much the same obscurity surrounds many eminent humanists of the sixteenth century ; their work is often neglected simply for having been
written in Latin, and unavailable in convenient modern translations. Nevertheless this work is, on the whole, much more interesting than its reputation would suggest : and fortunately, this modern neglect of the Classics has not always been so marked. Preoccupation with the study and imitation of classical literature was a central concern of Renaissance scholars. The studia humanitatis
 fostered identification with the men and ideals of the ancient world, and held out the promise of intellectual, educational and moral regeneration ; this awareness of older insights into moral philosophy, logic, rhetoric or literary theory often encouraged Renaissance writers to believe that they could reshape their own societies in the image of an idealised classical past. And even though the humanist movement eventually affected all areas of intellectual and artistic endeavour, its initial impact was strongest in – and was
perhaps even limited to – the “teaching, study
and promotion of classical literature”.15



      It was also commonly accepted that those activities were most profitably and most sympathetically carried out in Latin. Because
the last forty years of criticism have been dominated by works devoted to
authors who wrote in the vernacular, it is easy to underestimate (or even
to forget) the immense influence and prestige enjoyed by those who used Latin as their normal means of expression :

      
        What passes today as Renaissance literature – vernacular literature – no matter how great its excellence, occupied the periphery of Renaissance consciousness insofar as this consciousness thought of literature as connected with formal education.16



      

      Latin was the language of the universities and the schools, the language of all worthwhile intellectual, scientific and philosophical intercourse. Command of that language came through the revival of the Latin classics. Such command enabled Renaissance man to speak well and to Write well, to “impress his peers, denounce his enemies, thunder in defence of creed or city”.17
 Nevertheless, scholars had to face the problem that, even when they had not been lost altogether, classical latin texts had for centuries been badly copied and misinterpreted. Important phrases, sentences or whole sections of a work could vary significantly from manuscript to manuscript ; therefore, the rediscovery of an author’s original meaning and intention
involved finding appropriate techniques in the new science of textual criticism. Renaissance philology confronted these problems directly, and came of age in Italy with scholars such as Coluccio Salutati (1331-1406) who
rediscovered Cicero’s letters, Poggio Bracciolini (1380-1459) who
rediscovered Cicero’s speeches, Lorenzo Valla (1407-57), and Angelo Poliziano (1454-94) ; through their pioneering editions and commentaries, these scholars made available writers of Antiquity who had been neglected, unknown or simply misunderstood for centuries.

      

      The application of these new techniques to Latin manuscripts was undoubtedly of considerable importance, but real knowledge of the past (including the early Christian past) depended equally upon familiarity with Greek writings. In this respect, what distinguished the humanist movement of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries from similar movements of the twelfth century was the role played by Greek scholars, and the
extensive use they made of philological techniques.18
 Philology provided the key to a fuller understanding of classical views on ethics, moral philosophy, or history ; it was an indispensable instrument of linguistic investigation ; and in the right hands, it was an invaluable tool for those who sought the true interpretation of Christian doctrine. Those heady possibilities were soon being widely investigated outside of Italy ; and if the initial impetus had been given to philological studies in Italy, then it was in sixteenth-century France that Greek and Latin scholarship eventually flowered most brilliantly.

      Specifically Greek scholarship survived and eventually
prospered in Paris19
 thanks to the early efforts of scholars like Janus Lascaris (1445-1535),20
 Jérôme Aléandre [Girolamo Aleandro] (1480-1542)21
 and Georgius Hermonymus22
, who had all arived from Italy. Later on their French students would continue those efforts, but they faced a long and a hard struggle in the face of determined opposition from the reactionary forces of the Sorbonne, for whom the study of Greek and Hebrew threatened theological tradition. Nevertheless, from the early optimism of Guillaume Budé (1468-1540) to the more
severe age of the Huguenot Isaac Casaubon (1559-1614), Paris could boast a dazzling array of resident scholars whose works on both Latin and Greek
authors would have been found in the libraries and private collections of
all educated men. Budé, Pierre Galland, Jacques Toussaint, Pierre Danès,23
 Denis Lambin, Jean Dorat, Marc-Antoine Muret, and the Scaligers père et fils
, were all scholars
of immense talent and reputation ; students flocked from great distances to listen to their lectures and to be taught by them. The Works of all these scholars are marked by a devotion to textual criticism ; their fame rests upon long hours of dedicated study, allied to imaginative emendation of corrupt manuscript readings, with the result that these critics “conspicuously advanced both the standard and the technique of editing classical texts”.24
 But in our own day, these scholars are more often than not represented as dry, unapproachable figures...
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