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INTRODUCTION 

      At sundown on Saturday, May 24, 1564, John Calvin died. His chief disciple,
                    Theodore Beza, reported :" Thus, in the same moment, that day, the sun set and
                    the greatest light which was in this world, for the direction of the Church of
                    God, was withdrawn to Heaven. We can well say that with this single man it has
                    pleased God in our time, to teach us the way both to live well and to die
                        well."


      John Calvin had been a long time in dying. For months reports of his imminent
                    death had circulated from Geneva. And for months his emaciated body had been
                    wracked by agonizing disease. Doctors had tried stern remedies. Jolting rides on
                    horse back were prescribed, for example, as treatment for a urinary
                        ailment.
 But
                    nothing worked. Calvin had become steadily weaker. Until the very end, however,
                    his mind remained sharp and clear. His last recorded statements are of much the
                    same character as those that marked his entire mature life. They show the same
                    driving concern for the successful operation of the Reformed Church. They show
                    the same sublime confidence in the rightness of his reform program. And they
                    show the same caustic scorn for those who opposed or obstructed that program. In
                    his last formal statement to his brethren in the Geneva Company of Pastors, for
                    example, he had taxed their fellow townsmen as being of a" perverse and unhappy
                    nation, and, although there have been good men, the nation is perverse and
                        wicked."


      His last statements also reveal much of Calvin’s thought about the problems which
                    faced the Reformed movement during the year of his death. The problems of one
                    particular area stand out, as they had for much of the time since the Reformed
                    regime was consolidated in Geneva, in 1555. This area was France. Until the end,
                    Calvin kept receiving and reporting on the political news from that country.
                    Until the end, he kept advising the faithful 
in France on how to adapt themselves
                    to an environment which continued to be basically hostile. And until the end, he
                    maintained his correspondence with the powerful French aristocrats who were his
                    main hope for the conversion of the entire kingdom. One of his last letters had
                    been to his old patroness, Renée, Duchess of Ferrara. Its main purpose had been
                    to urge the duchess to encourage her niece, the Duchess of Savoy, to make open
                    announcement of her adhesion to the Reformed faith.


      These concerns of the dying Calvin, point to the central problem upon which this
                    book, like its predecessor, Geneva and the Coming of the Wars of Religion
                        in France, 1555-1563
 (Geneva : Droz, 1956), concentrates : the
                    problem of the nature and extent of Geneva’s role in sixteenth-century French
                    politics. The point of departure has again been the manuscript records of the
                    Geneva Company of Pastors, this time almost entirely unpublished, which are
                    preserved in the Geneva Archives d’Etat
 and the Geneva
                        Bibliothèque publique et universitaire.
 When I began work on
                    this sequel study, I expected to find that these records would reveal a
                    geographical broadening of the interests and activities of the Geneva Company of
                    Pastors. For the years following Calvin’s death were years of growing triumphs
                    for the Calvinist movements outside of France, particularly in Scotland and the
                    Low Countries. Somewhat to my surprise, I discovered that France remained the
                    area which absorbed most of the interest of the men of Geneva. They did not
                    ignore developments in Scotland and the Low Countries, but they did not follow
                    them as carefully or attempt to exercise as much supervision over them as they
                    did for France. The main geographic area which interested them outside of France
                    was Germany. The rapid growth of a Calvinist movement in the Rhenish Palatinate,
                    and the challenge to that movement posed by an increasingly rigid and
                    conservative Lutheranism, created the biggest non-French problem to occupy the
                    attention of the Genevan pastors. These facts pose a great central irony : in
                    the areas in which the Calvinist movement received its greatest supervision from
                    Geneva – in France and Germany – it ultimately failed ; in those in which it was
                    left relatively free to follow the lead of local Calvinists – in Scotland and
                    the Low Countries – it scored its greatest ultimate successes. There are many
                    possible explanations of this central irony. To some of them we shall return
                    later. For the most part, however, this book will concentrate on the foreign
                    problems which most preoccupied the leaders in Geneva themselves, the problems
                    of France. The problems they dealt with in Germany are also important and
                    interesting, and merit further study, but they can easily be set aside for
                    separate treatment.

      The precise problems which the Reformed movement faced in France in the years
                    following Calvin’s death, took, naturally enough, a somewhat different shape
                    than they had assumed during his lifetime. Problems of organizing churches for
                    the first time, and of acquainting the public with doctrines which were
                    relatively new, tended to fade away. Problems of consolidating a church already
                    established, of maintaining discipline within it, and of protecting it from the
                    increasingly formidable challenges of a revived Roman Catholic Church and a
                    suspicious government, became more prominent. They were to be replaced in turn,
                    by the problems of sheer survival posed by 
the appalling St. Bartholomew’s
                    massacres of 1572. That event provides a natural terminus to this study.

      Consolidation, therefore, is the primary characteristic of the Calvinist movement
                    in the period upon which this book concentrates. We shall begin our
                    consideration of this period of consolidation with an analysis of the situation
                    in Geneva itself. We shall consider both the internal development of the Geneva
                    Company of Pastors, in these years of re-organization following Calvin’s death,
                    and the program of Genevan missionary activity, in these years clouded by
                    increasing violence in France.

      We shall then turn to rather lengthy consideration of two fundamental problems
                    with which French Protestants wrestled during this period. One was the problem
                    of precisely what kind of ecclesiastical structure should be built to give
                    institutional form to the French Reformed Church. The other was the problem of
                    precisely how that Church should relate itself to a hostile French state.

      The first of these problems was the subject of an extended controversy which
                    rocked the French Reformed Church internally for more than a decade, and which
                    helped expose it to continually stronger external attacks for an even longer
                    period. The parties to the internal controversy were led by Jean Morély and
                    Theodore Beza. Jean Morély, sire de Villiers, was an active Calvinist layman. He
                    attracted to his cause a number of clergymen and a number of other laymen, some
                    of whom were considerably more prominent than he. The best known of them is
                    probably Peter Ramus. These men sought substantial autonomy for local
                    congregations in church polity, a greater role for the laity in church
                    government, and less clerical control over the morals and ideas of ordinary
                    church members. In short they developed a platform which we might label "
                    Congregational." Beza, of course, was Calvin’s real successor as international
                    spiritual leader of the movement. He was supported by most of his fellow
                    clergymen and by most of the military leaders of French Protestantism. These men
                    sought substantial control over church affairs by regional synods, a more
                    powerful clergy with more precisely defined functions, and the control of morals
                    and ideas by ecclesiastical institutions on the model of the Genevan Consistory.
                    In short they developed a platform which we might label" Presbyterian."

      There are several reasons for considering this internal controversy at length. It
                    raised issues of growing and continuing importance in later church history,
                    particularly in the church history of Britain and America. These issues helped
                    to define Calvinism, as separate from other Protestant movements. In
                    consequence, these issues must be of interest today, particularly to those
                    seeking grounds upon which Christian churches can be re-united. Even without
                    considering more remote times and places, however, one can argue that this
                    internal quarrel was of great importance. It absorbed much of the energies of
                    the French Reformed leadership, both lay and clerical, for the better part of a
                    critical decade. Even after it was ended, with Beza’s complete victory, it left
                    significant scars.

      In addition, this internal controversy became well enough known outside of
                    Reformed circles, to color Gallican and Catholic attitudes toward the Calvinist
                    movement. Indeed it fanned a second controversy, this one between the French
                    Reformed and certain outsiders. These outsiders were typified by Charles du
                    Moulin, the famous French jurisconsult, who, for a time, had 
been a Calvinist, who
                    drifted to other Protestant positions, and who was eventually to die, so it was
                    claimed, back in the bosom of the Roman Catholic Church. Shortly before he died,
                    du Moulin charged, in virulent published polemics, that Calvinism was bent on
                    creating a" state within the state," with its own set of new and foreign
                    ecclesiastical institutions, which would usurp important social functions
                    heretofore reserved to the old Church and the secular government. In so doing,
                    he attacked many of the same institutions Morély opposed. Both attacks
                    contributed in important ways to the growing disenchantment among the French
                    population with the Reformed Church.

      Neither of these two controversies has received extended attention from scholars
                    in any country. The nature and scope of them both, however, can be reconstructed
                    in some detail from the surviving records, many of which are unpublished. It is
                    upon these records that much of this study will be based.

      The second fundamental problem upon which we shall concentrate was a subject of
                    recurrent debate during the entire early history of French Calvinism. Faced with
                    fierce persecution which was either stimulated or condoned by a hostile state,
                    French Protestants were recurrently tempted to armed resistance. These
                    temptations were particularly strong for the great aristocrats who provided the
                    temporal leadership of the French Protestant party. Several times during the
                    short span of years upon which this study concentrates, these temptations became
                    acute. They forced decisions which raised for these leaders that great moral
                    problem, recurrent throughout the sixteenth century, of the extent to which
                    armed resistance to constituted political authorities can be justified. Whenever
                    they did decide on war, they were also faced with the material problems of how
                    to gather the armies and matériel needed to support a revolt which would have a
                    reasonable hope of success. For help with both types of problems, they appealed
                    to Geneva. It is upon Geneva’s responses to these appeals that we shall
                    concentrate.

      There are several reasons for also considering these appeals and responses at
                    length. They should help fill out our knowledge of the development of the
                    Calvinist resistance theory which made such a basic contribution to the
                    revolutionary tradition in the West. And they may provide some instructive
                    analogues to the problems which churches of the twentieth century face in
                    dealing with hostile states.

      Altogether, I hope to illustrate, to the extent to which one striking case study
                    can, the ways in which the ideological center of a revolution develops and
                    behaves, in a period of extension and consolidation, once the first bloom of
                    fanatical enthusiasm and devotion have faded.
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        CHAPTER I
                    

      

      THE GENEVA COMPANY OF PASTORS :
 INTERNAL
                    DEVELOPMENTS, 1564-1572 

      Calvin’s death forced the Geneva Company of Pastors to make quickly one really
                    crucial decision. They had to elect a new Moderator. This office was an
                    important but delicate one. Calvinists were generally too suspicious of the
                    episcopal system to look with favor upon the development of any office which
                    resembled that of a bishop in concentrating considerable ecclesiastical power
                    within the hands of one man. All the ecclesiastical powers which in the Genevan
                    situation could be claimed by the church, therefore, were concentrated in the
                    Company of Pastors as a body. The Moderator was simply a presiding officer, who
                    chaired the Company’s weekly meetings, and who represented it before the
                    governing Small Council of the Genevan Republic. Calvin’s forceful personality
                    however, had given the office an importance transcending its constitutional
                    nature. This importance was increased by the fact that he held the office for
                    life. Small wonder, then, that some of his more distant and less informed
                    supporters began calling him" Bishop of Geneva."

      It was no doubt partly to avoid this sort of misunderstanding, and certainly to
                    avoid the possibility of a real episcopal system ever becoming established in
                    Geneva, that Theodore Beza insisted that the office of moderator be changed
                    somewhat following Calvin’s death. In accordance with his suggestion, it was
                    agreed that a moderator be elected every year. Beza himself, despite his
                    protests of his own insufficiency, was immediately elected moderator, on June 2
                        1564, just one week after
                    Calvin’s death. He was to hold the office without interruption until 1580, but
                    always as a result of annual election, and occasionally over his renewed
                    protests of his insufficiency and his argument that someone else should take the
                    job.

      No one was surprised that Beza was chosen to be Calvin’s successor. He had
                    already served as Moderator, on an interim basis, in the months of Calvin’s
                    final illness. The choice of Beza, however, suggests much and explains something
                    of the change in temper the Calvinist movement was to undergo in the years following its
                    founder’s death. Calvin had been noted, as few men ever are, for the power of
                    his intellect and the charismatic impact of his personality. Beza was also a man
                    of intellect and personality. But there were differences. Beza’s formal
                    qualifications for intellectual eminence were, if anything, superior to
                    Calvin’s. His reputation as an elegant Latin stylist was deservedly high
                    Montaigne regarded him as one of the greatest Latin poets of the century. His knowledge of Greek was thorough and constantly
                    useful, in his translations of Scripture, his teaching, and his scholarly
                    publications. Linguistic competence of this sort was of prime importance to
                    anyone making his way as a sixteenth-century intellectual. Beza was also
                    thoroughly acquainted with the contents of the writings of antiquity. He saw to
                    it that the new Academy of Geneva had a thoroughly classical foundation to its
                    curriculum. Indeed, he was responsible for a return to Aristotle, a striking development in
                    the history of Protestant education, which finds its parallels in the work of
                    Melanchthon at Wittenberg. Still, with all his gifts, Beza never became an
                    original theologian. His thought never had the
                    independence of that of Calvin. He was almost always content to follow the
                    thought of his master-to reaffirm, to elaborate, to codify-some would say to
                    make more rigid – but not to modify or strike out in new directions.

      Beza’s personality also had a different impact. Perhaps this was because of his
                    social background. He came from a minor noble family, headquartered in the
                    Burgundian town of Vézelay, a family probably capable of supplying him with more
                    money and security than Calvin’s. Or perhaps Beza’s personality was different
                    for less tangible reasons. In any event, his student years, at Orleans and
                    Paris, seem to have been pleasant and easy. Throughout his life he seems to have
                    been more gregarious and more polished socially than the intense and somewhat
                    awkward Calvin.

      A possible further consequence of Beza’s relatively high social standing, may
                    have been his almost pathological hatred of religious groups which threatened to
                    break the organizational unity of the Reformed churches. The lower-class origins
                    of some of these groups may well have provided a social reinforcement to his
                    theological revulsion against them. Not that the particular groups against which
                    he did battle had to have lowly origins to draw his ire. As we shall see, some
                    of the men with whom he argued most vehemently in the decade following Calvin’s
                    death, were of social origins fully as distinguished as his own. But the fear
                    posed by the sectarian assault on Lutheran orthodoxy in the early days of the
                    Reformation, that the whole movement would dissolve in quarreling sects or would
                    be wiped out by the enraged forces of social order, seems to have been even more
                    deeply grounded in Beza than it was in most of the leading
                    Reformers. From the very beginning, he had been noted as an exceedingly virulent
                    polemicist. His polemical temper did not diminish in his years of greater
                    responsibility as Calvin’s successor.

      A more certain consequence of Beza’s social standing, was the entrée it gave him
                    to the aristocratic circles which were of such vital importance to the Reformed
                    cause. Even before Calvin’s death, Beza began to replace his master as the
                    movement’s chief representative in these circles. It had been Beza, not Calvin,
                    who went to the Court of French Navarre, to advise its leaders in a plot against
                    the French crown. It
                    had been Beza, not Calvin, whom the powerful Protestant leaders at the Court of
                    France had invited to lead the Protestant delegation of theologians to the
                    Colloquy of Poissy, that signal attempt to reconcile Protestants and Catholics
                    under the auspices of the royal court. It had been Beza, not Calvin, who had
                    accompanied the Prince of Condé on the initial campaigns of the first war of
                    religion in France, and who had helped represent Condé at the courts of several
                    German Protestant princes. In the years following Calvin’s death, Beza continued
                    to play his role of key adviser to the Huguenot princes. He traveled often to
                    France to reinforce his written advice with the effective personal persuasions
                    of which he was capable.

      The ease with which Beza was elected Moderator in 1564, however, concealed
                    weaknesses in his position. Calvin’s passing had created an important vacuum and
                    no mere election could fill it. The strains which are placed upon any group
                    charged with the responsibility of providing collective leadership to a dynamic
                    and even revolutionary social movement, were soon revealed. And these strains
                    were complicated in the Genevan situation by the delicate and not yet fully
                    resolved problems of the precise relations between the city’s ecclesiastical and
                    political institutions. Several times during the ensuing decade, Beza’s
                    leadership of the Company of Pastors was sorely tested.

      In this leadership, Beza’s chief allies came to be the members of the city’s
                    governing Small Council. From the beginning ties of social position, social
                    conservatism, and mutual respect, had brought them into an easy working
                    partnership. His chief local opposition came from his fellow ministers. And it
                    came from the ablest of them. Some had been closely associated with Calvin for a
                    long time, and were Beza’s equal in age and experience. Others were bright young
                    men, with the resentment of authority not uncommon in the breed.

      The first challenge which Beza had to face came from one of Calvin’s most
                    distinguished collaborators, who had played a distinguished part in the growth
                    of the movement in France. He was Jean-Raymond Merlin, who had been Beza’s
                    colleague on the faculty of the Lausanne Academy, as teacher of Hebrew, who had
                    moved to Geneva in the general exodus of ministers provoked by Bernese
                    opposition to certain key Calvinist doctrines and practices, who had been sent
                    from Geneva to serve as chaplain to Admiral Coligny, and who had assisted Jeanne
                    d’Albret, Queen of Navarre, in establishing the Reformation in her home territory of
                        Béarn.
                    He had returned to his post in Geneva shortly after Calvin’s death.

      Merlin’s opposition was triggered by the decisions surrounding the Company’s
                    arrangements for spiritual care to victims of the plague. A renewed epidemic hit
                    Geneva in 1564. As was usual, plague victims were removed from the city to a
                    special pestilential hospital outside the walls, maintained only for this
                        purpose. And as was also usual, the Company was faced
                    with the agonizing problem of deciding how to provide consolation and to
                    administer sacraments to those sick of the plague. After lengthy debate, the
                    Company finally decided to maintain earlier customs, and to choose one of its
                    number by lot for this dangerous chore. The Company also decided to exempt Beza
                    from the lottery. This latter decision was by no means a unanimous or immediate
                    one, however. Several members, including Beza himself, argued that no one should
                    be exempt. They pointed to the fact that many of the most prominent Reformed
                    leaders in other cities, men like Bucer of Strasbourg, Bullinger of Zurich,
                    Oecolampadius of Basel, had willingly ministered to victims of plague. They
                    pointed out that Calvin himself had done so, when minister in Strasbourg.
                    Against these arguments stood the Genevan tradition that the Moderator be
                    exempt. Also against them stood the city Council’s strongly expressed opinion
                    that Beza should not be permitted to incur this risk. This, indeed, is one of
                    the earliest signs of the high esteem in which they held him and of the
                    importance they attached to his leadership in the Reformed church. The Council
                    was even willing to go so far as to excuse all the pastors from this dangerous
                    duty, and to permit them to hire supernumeraries to serve in the pestilential
                    hospital. That suggestion was quickly rejected, however. The
                    scandal raised by an earlier failure of the Genevan pastors to minister to
                    plague victims, decades ago, had not been entirely forgotten.

      Accordingly, the Company proceeded to the drawing of lots. The result of an
                    elaborate procedure was the selection of Jean Le Gaigneux, a
                    brilliant recent addition to the pastoral corps. Le Gaigneux did not take up his
                    functions immediately, however. He asked to be excused for a short while, until
                    his mother should leave town, since news of this risky assignment would surely
                    upset her. The Council found this request entirely reasonable, and granted it
                        readily. Its members soon became impatient,
                    however, when Le Gaigneux continued to delay in assuming his new duties. And
                    impatience turned to anger, when he finally began ministering to the plague
                    victims by shouting at them through windows from a trellis outside their rooms,
                    rather than
                    actually approaching them physically. Reports of this unorthodox procedure provoked one of
                    the governing syndics of the city to speak very sharply to Pastor Raymond
                    Chauvet, apparently acting as Moderator of the Company of Pastors while Beza was
                    gone on a mission to Berne. This reprimand was quickly followed by one addressed
                    to the Company as a whole, which asked them to see to it that Le Gaigneux did
                    his duty. If they did not, the Council said that it would have to" command "
                    the Company formally to remedy the situation.

      It was this reprimand, and particularly the threat to" command" the pastors,
                    which upset Merlin. He was so upset that he decided to denounce the government
                    in public, in a sermon. His fellows in the Company tried to dissuade him, but to
                    no avail. On Wednesday, October 18, 1564, he let himself go. He preached an
                    entire sermon on relations between civil and ecclesiastical authorities. It
                    began with a demonstration of the civil magistrate’s duty" to maintain the
                    order which God established in His Church," a demonstration supported by appeal
                    to the example of such Old Testament kings as David, Hezekiah (" Ezechias "),
                    Josiah (" Josias "), and Joash (" Joas "). It then turned to the dangers of "
                    tyranny" in the government of the church, a danger illustrated by the pope’s
                    assumption of the role of" head of the church" and more recently by the King
                    of England’s claim to be" head of the Anglican Church." It then settled on the
                    Genevan scene. Merlin claimed it was" tyranny" for the Council to grant
                    letters for reception at communion, since a Consistory had been established to
                    handle such matters. And he accused the Council of" pure tyranny" in its
                    recent threat to command the Company of Pastors on a matter which was purely
                    ecclesiastical.

      The violence of Merlin’s attack surprised and upset the Council. In its very next
                    session, it voted to summon the ministers to tell them of," the regret that
                    Messieurs [of the Council] felt and that it has never been their intention to
                    want to usurp the authority of the church, which they claim to maintain to the
                    pleasure of God. "

      Merlin’s violence also upset his fellow ministere. It irritated them, too, since
                    they had urged him not to make public his feelings on the matter. Formal action
                    on the case, however, was not handled by either Council or Company. Instead it
                    was turned over to the Consistory, an institution specifically created for the
                    maintenance of...








OPF/medias/9782600030168/logo_publisher.jpg





OPF/navigation.xhtml

    	
    		
    			Sommaire


    		
    		
    	
		
				
    						
    					Geneva and the Consolidation of the French Protestant Movement, 1564-1572

					


    						
    					ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

					


    						
    					TABLE OF CONTENTS

					


    						
    					TABLE OF ABBREVIATIONS

					


    						
    					INTRODUCTION

					


    						
    					THE GENEVA COMPANY OF PASTORS : INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS, 1564-1572

					


    						
    					THE GENEVA COMPANY OF PASTORS : ITS MISSION TO FRANCE, 1563-1572

					


    						
    					ARGUMENTS OVER FRENCH REFORMED CHURCH ORGANIZATION

				
    						
    					A. THE INSTITUTIONAL BACKGROUND

					


    						
    					B. THE INTERNAL ATTACK : JEAN MORÉLY AND HIS TREATISE ON CHRISTIAN DISCIPLINE

					


    						
    					C. THE INTERNAL QUARREL :

				
    						
    					I. First Reactions to Morély’s Proposal

					


    						
    					2. Morély in the Ile-de-France

					


    						
    					3. The Official Reply to Morély

					


    						
    					4. Morély at the Court of Navarre

					


    						
    					5. Ramus Enters the Quarrel

					


    						
    					6. The St. Bartholomew’s Massacres End the Quarrel

					


    						
    					7. Epilogue

					


				




    						
    					D. THE EXTERNAL ATTACK : CHARLES DU MOULIN

					


				




    						
    					GENEVA AND THE FRENCH WARS OF RELIGION, 1563-1572

				
    						
    					A. THE PEACE OF AMBOISE

				
    						
    					I. Immediate Protestant Reactions

					


    						
    					2. Continuing Rumors of Sedition

					


				




    						
    					B. THE RENEWAL OF WAR : GENEVA AND THE CONSPIRACY OF MEAUX

					


    						
    					C. GENEVA’S SUPPORT FOR WAR

				
    						
    					1. Diplomatic Background

					


    						
    					2. The Second War of Religion

					


    						
    					3. The Third War of Religion

					


				




    						
    					D. THE RETURN OF PEACE

					


				




    						
    					CONCLUSION

					


    						
    					APPENDIX I

				
    						
    					Table I : NAMES OF MISSIONARIES

					


    						
    					Table 2 : DATES OF DISPATCH OF MISSIONARIES

					


    						
    					Table 3 : PLACES TO WHICH MISSIONARIES DISPATCHED

					


    						
    					Table 4 : PLACES OF ORIGIN OF MISSIONARIES

					


    						
    					Table 5 : CLASS STATUS OF MISSIONARIES

					


    						
    					Table 6 : MISSIONARIES’ OCCUPATIONS AT TIME OF ASSIGNMENT

					


				




    						
    					APPENDIX II

					


    						
    					APPENDIX III

				
    						
    					THE POLITICAL THOUGHT OF PIETRO MARTIRE VERMIGLI

					


				




    						
    					BIBLIOGRAPHY

				
    						
    					I. SOURCE MATERIALS

				
    						
    					A. Manuscript Sources :

					


    						
    					B. Printed Sources :

					


    						
    					C. Reprinted and Edited Sources :

					


				




    						
    					II. SECONDARY MATERIALS

				
    						
    					A. Early Chronicles :

					


    						
    					B. Works of Reference-Biographie, Bibliographie, Linguistic :

					


    						
    					C. Other Books :

					


    						
    					D. Articles :

					


				




				




    						
    					INDEX
					



				


    		
    	
    

OPF/medias/cover.jpg
ROBERT M. KINGDOM

GENEVA AND THE
CONSOLIDATION
OF THE FRENCH

PROTESTANT
MOVEMENT






