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      PREFACE

      

      In 1959 the third book of the De concordantia catholica
, edited by Professor Gerhard Kallen for the Heidelberg edition of Nicholas of Cusa’s Opera omnia
, was finally published. The first book had been published as early as 1939, and the second in 1941. The third book itself was ready for printing in manuscript form in 1943, when it was destroyed in Leipzig by air-raid. With what sorrow and determination the noted student of Nicholas of Cusa set to work on the book again one can only surmise. Every student of Nicholas will be grateful to him for a fine edition of the book which merits a close study not only for a clear understanding of the De concordantia catholica
, but also for a deeper appreciation of the later Middle Ages.

      It is perhaps not too much to say that Nicholas of Cusa has never been regarded as a major political thinker, at least in the English-speaking countries. Even in Germany, where an enormous number of studies have been made on the various activities of Nicholas of Cusa, there have not been too many studies of his political ideas. As examples of a solid treatment of the subject, we may mention the works of Posch, Stumpf, and Heinz-Mohr. There have been textbooks and articles, written in English, in which the political ideas of Nicholas are briefly discussed. For example, Professor E. F. Jacob’s article in F. J. C. Hearnshaw (ed.), The Social and Political Ideas of Some Great Thinkers of the Renaissance and the Reformation
 (London, 1925) is still interesting and worth reading. It was, however, only recently that Professor Paul E. Sigmund, Jr. in his Harvard Ph.D. dissertation, presented a more comprehensive analysis of Nicholas’s political ideas and filled a real gap. But his study, since it covers the whole of Nicholas’s life, leaves much to be desired especially in its treatment of the problem of the relationship between Church and State in the De concordantia catholica.
 Furthermore, in emphasizing the importance of the Neoplatonic and legal ideas in Nicholas’s political ideas, it seems to have failed to utilize adequately the results of the canonistic study of the Conciliar Movement, which has made rapid strides in recent years. My aim in undertaking this study has been to re-examine the political ideas of Nicholas of Cusa as expressed in the De concordantia catholica.
 In so doing, I have attempted to discuss the influence of certain theological, philosophical, political, and especially canonistic ideas on Nicholas of Cusa and to evaluate Nicholas’s place in the Conciliar Movement. Nicholas’s other works and his letters are treated briefly with a view to clarifying his political ideas in the De concordantia catholica.


      This study, in its original form, was written as a doctoral dissertation at Columbia University under the direction of Professor Herbert A. Deane, to whom I wish to express my deep gratitude. Without his strong support and 
encouragement, this study would never have been completed. I am also much indebted to Professors John H. Mundy and Neal N. Wood, who read the manuscript and made a number of fruitful criticisms and suggestions. For their very careful reading of the entire manuscript and many valuable suggestions, I am especially grateful to Professor Paul O. Kristeller and Dr. Ewart Lewis. Professor Gaines Post was kind enough to read some chapters of the manuscript and to help me in those matters where his learning is unsurpassed. My sincere thanks are due to Professor W. T. H. Jackson, who assisted me in various matters concerning Latin and German ; and to Professor Robert L. Benson, who at an early stage in the preparation of this study gave me generous and valuable counsel on canon law and the Holy Roman Empire. I must, furthermore, express my gratitude to Professor Toyohiko Hori, of the University of Tokyo, whose Chusei no Seijigaku [A Study of Medieval Political Thought] (Tokyo, 1932) first aroused my interest in medieval political thought and who has always given me his generous and helpful advice ; and to the late Professor Garrett Mattingly, during whose lectures my attention was called to Nicholas of Cusa and to whom I submitted an essay on Nicholas which was to become the nucleus of this study. I would like also to acknowledge indebtedness to Professor Dino Bigongiari, who encouraged me to embarked on the study of Nicholas’s political ideas and whose profound scholarship has inspired me greatly. That I am much indebted to the work of previous writers on various subjects discussed in this study will be obvious from a glance at the bibliography and the footnotes. I have not always been able to achnowledge duly my debt to them, but I would like to say here that without the help of these scholars this sutdy could not have been undertaken. It should hardly be necessary to add, however, that I am alone accountable for the opinions expressed in this study and for the errors that remain.

      Many of the topics discussed in this book have been recently treated by Dr. M.J. Wilks in his scholarly work The Problem of Sovereignty in the Later Middle Ages
 (Cambridge, 1963). Unfortunately my book had been in the press when it reached me.

      Lastly, I must thank my wife for her constant encouragement and for her assistance in preparing the manuscript and the index for publication.

      Morimichi Watanabe.

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      EXERGUE

      

      Throughout this study, the De concordantia catholica
 will be referred to in the footnotes without explicit mention of its title. Unless otherwise noted, the Heidelberg edition is used. Thus, such a reference as “II, iii, p. 161” means : De concordantia catholica
, Liber II, Capitulum iii, page 161 of the Heidelberg edition. Only in Liber III, which is divided into Paragraphen
, such a reference as “III, xl, 565” means : Liber III, Capitulum xl, Paragraph 565.

      

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      Chapter I 

THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

      
        l. The Life of Nicholas of Cusa1



        Nicholas of Cusa2
 was born in 1401 at Kues, opposite Berncastel on the Moselle river. His father was Johann Cryftz, or Krebs, who was a well-to-do boatowner (nauta
) and who also accumulated a substantial amount of property on land.3
 His mother was Catharina Roemer, who came from Bredel near Zell. We know nothing of Nicholas’s boyhood except the legend that the boy fled from his father’s harshness and sought refuge with Count Theodorich of Manderscheid. It is said that his father, provoked by his son’s love of books and his inability to handle the boat well, knocked him overboard with a blow of the oar.4



        Shortly thereafter the boy Nicholas was probably sent by the Count to the famous school of the Brethren of the Common Life at Deventer in Holland.5
 Founded by Gerard de Groote, the Devotio Moderna
, or the Brethren of the Common Life, was a mystic movement which went back through its founder to the great Dutch mystic Jan van Ruysbroeck and even to Meister Eckhart.6
 In this school both Thomas à Kempis and Erasmus were educated. Nothing is known of Nicholas’s life at this school, but, while studying in the school which inherited the great tradition of the speculative German mysticism and the more practical Devotio Moderna
, Nicholas must have been influenced by Augustine.7



        In 1416, when he was fifteen years old, Nicholas matriculated at the University of Heidelberg.8
 This was one year after the Council of Constance had issued the famous decree Sacrosancta
 on April 6, 1415. Marsilius of Inghen, the former rector of the University of Paris and the famous Ockhamist, was there and in matters of philosophy, Nicholas must have been exposed to the via moderna
 that had been introduced by Marsilius. While he was there, he came into direct contact with the political agitations of the time in connection with the Council of Constance. Like most of their teachers, the students of the University of Heidelberg were enthusiastic supporters of the Conciliar Movement, and the lively discussions among the students must have made a deep impression on Nicholas.

        In October, 1417, Nicholas went to the University of Padua,9
 where he studied law, and took his degree of decretorum doctor
 in 1423.10
 At that time Padua was one of the most famous universities in Italy, not only for its canonists, but for its scientists, mathematicians, and humanists. It was at Padua that Nicholas met several professors whose influence left a permanent mark upon him. Prosdocimo de’ Beldomandi, the mathematician and astrologer, and Paolo del Pozzo Toscanelli,11
 the famous natural philosopher of Florence, must have introduced him to Pythagorean doctrines. His interest in Islam and his respect for Avicenna may have been aroused by Ugo Benzi, the famous Hellenist of Siena.12
 And, most of all, Nicholas came under the influence of Giuliano Cesarini, the canonist, in later years his friend.13
 Thus at Padua Nicholas studied astrology, mathematics, statics, dynamics, and cartography,14
 as well as canon law.

        After a journey to Rome, where he saw Pope Martin V and heard St. Bernardine of Siena preach in the streets,15
 he returned to his own country. On his return to the Rhineland, Nicholas entered the University of Cologne on April 8, 1425 to study theology and philosophy.16
 At that time the University of Cologne was under the influence of Heimericus de Campo and was a center for the study of Albertus Magnus and Platonism.

17
 Although Nicholas was not yet a priest, he had been collated by the Archbishop of Trier to the parish priest of Altrich on January 31, 1425, and the Archbishop had also given him a pension of forty florins and an allowance of wheat and wine. Before the end of the year the Archbishop named Nicholas canon of St. Simeon at Trier. The stipend from these positions made it possible for Nicholas to pursue his studies at Cologne.

        In the summer of 1426, Cardinal Giordano Orsini, who was papal legate in Germany, saw, among the sixty legal opinions submitted to him in connection with a case between the priest of Bacharach, Wynandus de Stega, and the Elector of the Palatinate, Louis III, one prepared by Nicholas.18
 Thus he came to know the young canonist and later made him his secretary.19
 In the cardinal’s circle Nicholas met a number of Italian humanists and shared their enthusiasm for the classics. Nicholas discovered a manuscript of Plautus containing twelve hitherto unknown comedies.20
 In 1427 Nicholas became dean of St. Florin church in Koblenz.

        The Council of Basel marked the beginning of Nicholas’s public career. The Archbishop of Trier had died in 1430, and the cathedral chapter had elected one of its own members, Jacob of Sierck, as his successor. Count Ulrich of Manderscheid contested the election on the strength of the support he received from the local nobility. When Sierck appealed the case to Rome as a disputed election, Pope Martin V conferred the archbishopric on Raban of Helmstadt, bishop of Speyer.21
 In the meantime, Ulrich succeeded in securing a unanimous vote of the chapter for himself. Thus the dispute was now between Ulrich, as the elected candidate of the cathedral chapter, and Raban, the papal appointee. Nicholas, who was from boyhood indebted to the Manderscheid family, came to Basel in February, 1432 as counsel for Ulrich to plead his cause.22



        This participation in the Council was connected in some considerable degree with his first book, De concordantia catholica
, which he presented to the Council probably on November 7, 1433.23
 He was also appointed a member of the Deputation pro fide
 which was to examine the points at issue between the Hussites and the Council. His ideas on this question were expressed in his Epistolae ad Bohemos.
 It is interesting to note here that his interest in science was first demonstrated in the De reparatione calendarii
, which was also presented to the Council in 1436. Furthermore on the vexed question of the presidency in the Council, which troubled the members of the Council, Nicholas wrote in 1434 an advisory opinion, De auctoritate presidendi in concilio generali
,24
 and attempted to reconcile the pro- and anti-papal positions by maintaining that three papal representatives, whom the Council was obliged to take in as chairmen, had only the power to keep order and direct discussions. Nicholas’s proposal was very similar to the final decision the Council made on this problem.

        All these activities at the Council of Basel meant that Nicholas was working for the cause of the Council. Meanwhile Nicholas lost the suit which originally took him to Basel. On March 15, 1434, the Council finally took up the question and, on May 15, decided that, since it involved a disputed election, the papal conferment of the see of Trier on Raban was canonical, and that Raban was Archbishop of Trier. Nicholas, however, remained at Basel for some months, and tried to gain time by an appeal, since Ulrich was still obstinate. But the cause was lost.

        Nicholas passed the year 1435 at Münstermaifeld, where he had been elected provost.25
 He was busy, during this period, in seeking some honorable final settlement for Ulrich and finally succeeded in coming to an arrangement whereby Ulrich received a financial indemnity for giving up all claims to the archbishopric.26
...
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