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      Résumé

      Au temps des guerres de religion de nombreux pasteurs formés à Genève prirent part aux conflits et tentèrent d’amener la Fille aînée de l’Église à la foi réformée. Geneva and the Coming of the Wars of Religion in France (1555-1563) met en évidence le rôle déterminant que certains prédicateurs jouèrent dans cette période de troubles, révélant l’imbrication, une fois encore, des pouvoirs religieux et politique. Cet essai ayant considérablement marqué la pensée historique sur la Réforme, un tel classique se devait d’être réimprimé. Dans sa postface à la nouvelle édition, Robert Kingdon livre moult détails sur la genèse de l’ouvrage dont l’édition initiale remonte à la Guerre froide.
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      Abstract

      Geneva and the Coming of the Wars of Religion, based on intensive research in the Geneva State Archives, examines the background of the pastors trained in Geneva for the conversion of France to Protestantism during the Reformation and their role in the agitation leading up to the wars of religion in that country. It argues that these men and their religion played an important role in the beginning of those wars. It thus explores intersections between religion and politics that are once more of great significance in the modern world. As Mack Holt points out in his foreword to this new printing, this book has become a classic in its field, exercising considerable influence on thought about the Reformation, particularly in France but also in other countries, since its first publication in 1956. That influence and its fresh relevance justify this new printing. This new version also adds a postface by Robert Kingdon himself, explaining the origins and early history of this book, including its setting during the Cold War.
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      FOREWORD
ROBERT M. KINGDON AND THE FRENCH WARS OF RELIGION1

Mack P. Holt
George Mason University

      For those like me who were undergraduate students in the late 1960s and early 70s, there was precious little to read in English on the French Wars of Religion. When I asked my undergraduate mentor at Georgia State University, Brian Armstrong, what was available, he said I should start with J. E. Neale’s short synthesis, The Age of Catherine de Medici
, first published in 1943, and then move on to the D. C. Heath pamphlet edited by John Salmon, The French Wars of Religion : How Important Were Religious Factors ?
, which first appeared in 1967. Neale was a riveting read, though even a novice and completely naive undergraduate like myself could see that his argument that Catherine de Medici was entirely to blame for the French Wars of Religion left a lot of questions completely unanswered. Salmon’s Heath pamphlet was a much harder read for a beginner, though what intrigued me most was that the editor never definitely answered the question in the book’s sub-title : How important were religious factors ? Most intriguing of all, however, was that only one of the eighteen historians synthesized in that collection really stressed religion as being important, and that was a scholar completely unknown to me named Robert M. Kingdom When I asked Brian Armstrong who this Kingdon fellow was, and why he was the only one who talked about Calvinism in any serious way, he told me that maybe it was time I came face to face with the book from which Salmon selected the short excerpt for the Heath pamphlet. Thus, in the Spring of 1971, I had my first encounter with Geneva and the Coming of the Wars of Religion in France, 1555-1563
, published by Librairie Droz in 1956.

      That this book is still being read, cited, and discussed fifty years on speaks for itself. And the fact that used copies are now almost impossible to find, not to mention that all surviving copies in libraries and private collections everywhere are now yellowing and crumbling due to the acidic paper used in the 1950s, suggests that Max Engammare of Librairie Droz was surely right to decide to publish a new edition of this classic text. As the author modestly stated in the opening paragraph of his preface, his goal was “to test the hypothesis that... the outbreak of the first religious war in France was influenced by the activities of the Protestant pastors sent out from the Calvinist city of Geneva.” His answer was already anticipated in the epigraph preceding the preface, which was a quotation from a letter Calvin wrote to the Huguenot churches of France : “Donnez-moi du bois, et je vous envoie des fleches.”
2
 The arrows Calvin was referring to were the 88 pastors dispatched from Geneva in the years 1555 to 1562 listed in the registers of the Geneva Company of Pastors, either to help found new Reformed congregations or to serve existing Reformed communities in need of pastoral guidance. And the vital information about these 88 men – at least 85 of which were sent to France (two were dispatched to Brazil and the destination of one pastor is unknown) – formed the foundation of Kingdon’s book.

      

      But Bob Kingdon was not satisfied simply with confirming the hypothesis he staked out in the introduction ; indeed, the book was much more ambitious than that. First, he made it clear that Calvinist pastors trained in Geneva influenced other regions of Europe besides France. He pointed out the obvious examples of the Scot, John Knox, and the Netherlander, Philippe de Mamix van St.-Aldegonde, who were both trained in Geneva under Calvin and helped establish permanent Reformed communities in Scotland and in the Netherlands respectively. Kingdon also listed religious revolutions influenced by Calvin’s Geneva in Savoy, Poland, Hungary, Bohemia, parts of the German empire, and England. “And the organizing center for many of these revolutions,” he argued, “was unquestionably Geneva.”3
 But second and even more novel, was Kingdon’s further contention that it was the structure of the Reformed church that made it so important as a source of religious revolution. Based on a system of popularly elected consistories and colloquies, it was a structure that Kingdon coined as “democratic centralization,” which in his words, “challenged monarchy and perhaps may have even made revolution inevitable.” Even though he noted that Geneva was officially a “non-belligerent,” Kingdon argued that when these Reformed revolutions came, it was Geneva that was “the fountainhead... the prime source of ecclesiastical leaders and the outpouring of printed propaganda... a staging-base for conspiracies, a negotiating point for loans, and a producer and distributor of armament[s].”4
 And Kingdon closed the book, written in the heart of the Cold War and at the height of the Red Scare, by suggesting that the study of the structure of revolutionary movements in the sixteenth century might even shed light on the Communist revolution of the twentieth. In other words, he was asking his readers to think about how the past is connected to the present.

      So, how do you go about assessing the larger impact of such a book on the history of the French Wars of Religion ? At first I thought this would be relatively simple ; I would simply look at the most important work published on the civil wars for the twenty years or so after 1956 and document how frequently Bob’s book was cited. But this task proved paradoxically both easier and more difficult than I had anticipated. First, there was no problem whatsoever finding works published in the later 1950s, 60s, and 70s that made significant use of Geneva and the Coming of the Wars of Religion in France
 as well as its companion volume, Geneva and the Consolidation of the French Protestant Movement
, published a decade later.5
 Indeed, it was much harder to find a book on the civil wars published in this period that did not cite and acknowledge the book. Furthermore, though this should have been no surprise either, I discovered that Bob’s book also made an impression on historians of the Reformation generally, not just with specialists on the French Wars of Religion. So, if I were simply to list all the authors and titles influenced by Bob’s book, I would fill all my space in this foreword. So, rather than simply listing scores of names and book titles, I shall briefly mention just a few of the principal research areas that Bob’s book influenced between 1956 and 1980.

      First, there is no question that Bob’s book “put religion back into the Wars of Religion” long before anyone else ever even thought of that phrase. This shows up most explicitly in a variety of studies on sixteenth-century France, from some of Natalie Davis’s early essays on the Reformation in Lyon, Nancy Roelker’s work on French noblewomen in general and Jeanne d’Albret in particular, and Donald Kelley’s work on the ideology of the French Reformation, to works that were not even primarily about Protestantism, such as Neal Galpem’s study of Catholicism in Champagne and De Lamar Jensen’s study of the Spanish ambassador in France during the League, Bernardino de Mendoza. In fact, even the best synthesis of the civil wars that came out during this period, John Salmon’s Society in Crisis
 published in 1975 – a book more focused on social forces than in confessional doctrines – paid tribute to Kingdon’s research.6
 But it is to be expected that Kingdon’s research would resonate with historians of the French religious wars. It is outside French history, however, where Kingdon’s research really began to resonate. From general histories of the 
Reformation period such as the relevant volume in the Nouvelle Clio series in France, John Elliott’s Europe Divided
 in the United Kingdom, to the second (1965) edition of Harold J. Grimm’s The Reformation Era
 in the USA – which was the first Reformation textbook I ever read as an undergraduate – Bob Kingdon’s research was given its due.7


      More specialized studies of the Reformation were also influenced by Kingdon’s work, especially in the area of the urban Reformation. Steve Ozment’s The Reformation in the Cities
 published in 1975 stands out for a number of reasons. Not only was it a jeremiad against the advance of some kinds of social history into the Reformation, but the book also paid tribute to Kingdon’s notion of the Reformation as a religious revolution. Citing Kingdon’s research, Ozment made it clear that the Protestant message was indeed revolutionary, as “Protestants proposed a revolution in religious concept, practice, and institutions.”8
 Moreover, Bill Bouwsma made a similar observation at the beginning of his biography of Calvin, concerning “Kingdon’s interest in relating Genevan developments generally to the ethos and social institutions of the later medieval town.”9
 Just a few of the many historians of other Reformation cities whose work was at least influenced by Kingdon’s research include Gerald Strauss on Nuremberg and Miriam Chrisman, James Kittleson, and Tom Brady on Strasbourg, not to mention the work of Bill Monter on Geneva itself.10


      Another more specific way that Bob’s book influenced later research was in the comparative history of the Calvinism after Calvin, or to be more precise, the history of the ways in which the Reformed tradition took different shapes in different political and cultural climates. Bob pointed to some of these variations in practices and emphasis himself, as did many of his students, particularly in comparing French Calvinism to its Genevan model. Some early students such as Ray Mentzer as well as later students such as Glenn Sunshine, for example, analyzed how and why French churches operated differently from Geneva as institutions and as religious communities due to the very different political climates in which the two churches existed.11
 And it is not stretching the truth at all to say that Bob Kingdon was as responsible as anyone – at least in the English speaking world – for transforming the way historians treated Calvinism after Calvin. If I can return to my own past, another book I read in my undergraduate Reformation class was John T. McNeill’s The History and Character of Calvinism
, published in 1954, two years before Bob’s book. It was the best survey available at the time, and I learned much from it. But McNeill’s view of Calvinism outside Geneva was from an older tradition, which tended to view Calvin’s Geneva and his theology as the benchmarks against which all other Reformed communities must inevitably be measured, with those communities who did not follow suit both institutionally and doctrinally seen as inferior and incomplete forms of the original – a process that McNeill lamented as the “fragmentation” of Calvinism.12
 Bob Kingdon and his students followed a very different path, and I would argue, established what is now the standard historiographical view of seeing the adaptations of the Reformed tradition outside Geneva as something much more positive that allowed it to adapt to differing political and cultural circumstances throughout Europe, as Philip Benedict’s recent survey of Calvinism has stressed.13


      But the impact of the publication of Geneva and the Coming of the Wars of Religion in France
 had a much wider impact than just on research of the 1950s, 60s, and 70s, as significant as that was. The book also had much wider repercussions in the two institutions that his name came to be associated with by Reformation scholars, especially in the United States : the Society of Reformation Research and the Sixteenth Century Journal.
 While the former was founded in 1947, Bob Kingdon was clearly one of the early influences in the society, and he almost single-handedly was responsible for ensuring that an organization set up to be a North American counterpart to the Verein für Reformationsgeschichte
 would recognize that the Reformation did in fact spread beyond Germanspeaking Europe. As for the Sixteenth Century Journal
, it was founded and run for its first twenty-five 
years by the three Bobs – Kingdon, Schnucker, and Kolb – a troika that founded a journal that is now one of the leading journals of early modern Europe. That the SCJ
 is now edited by one of Bob’s former students, Merry Wiesner, and that the SCJ
 monograph series that Bob founded to publish young scholars’ work has been edited for more than a decade by another, Ray Mentzer, is a tribute to the influence that Bob Kingdon still carries, not just at the SCJ
 but also in what is now called the Sixteenth Century Society and Conference, the journal’s parent organization.

      A third product of the publication of Geneva and the Coming of the Wars of Religion
 in France was the introduction of Librairie Droz to English speakers in general and to Americans in particular. I had never heard of this press when I first picked up and read Bob’s book, and I suspect that I was not alone. Of course, it was pretty startling to discover that an academic press located in Geneva would publish historical monographs in English at all. Bob’s was just the first of many books on the French Wars of Religion in English that Droz would bring out, especially in the series “Travaux d’Humanisme et Renaissance” : just off the top of my head I can think of books by older books by Fred Baumgartner on the political thought of the League, Lynn Martin on the Jesuits in France, Judith Meyer on the Reformation in La Rochelle, Junko Shimizu on Coligny, and more recent books by Hugues Daussy on the careeer of Philippe Duplessis-Momay, Xavier Le Person on the politics of Henry III, Sylvie Daubresse on the Parlement of Paris, Ariane Boltanski on the Duke of Nevers, and these are just the books I happen to have on my shelves. The large list that Droz now publishes annually of bright red cloth-bound volumes – in English and in French – on the Reformation and the sixteenth century generally owes something to the success of Bob’s book published fifty years ago. Geneva and the Coming of the Wars of Religion
 gave legitimacy as well as visibility to the press in the United States, and it signaled to scholars of the Reformation everywhere that here was a new press to consider when looking for a publishing outlet for first-rate scholarship. Thus, it is altogether fitting that Librairie Droz should be re-issuing this book after fifty years.

      Another subject worth mentioning too, connected as it is with Librairie Droz, also arose out of Bob’s early work in Geneva. And this may even prove to be Bob’s longest lasting legacy of all : his editorial work on the registers of tire Geneva Company of Pastors,14
 and now in retirement, his work in editing and publishing Geneva’s consistory records during the time of Calvin.15
 Long after the very last surviving copy of Geneva and the Coming of the Wars of Religion in France
 has crumbled to dust, these two series of primary sources will continue to provide fodder for further research for generations of scholars on Calvin’s Geneva and its international impact. In fact, Bob and his student Tom Lambert, along with an entire team from Madison (including Jeff and Isabella Watt, Glenn Sunshine, and David Wegner), have gotten the latter project off the ground by transcribing all the consistory records and editing them for publication by Droz. Moreover, Bob has overseen the translation and publication in paperback of an English translation of the first volume of this series, which has meant that even more readers have access to this scholarship.16


      In the final analysis, however, we must return to the book that started this avalanche of scholarship. Thanks to the last fifty years of scholarship sparked by Geneva and the Coming of the Wars of Religion in France
, we now know that the finks between Geneva and the Huguenots in France were diverse and longlasting, relations that were continued by Theodore Beza long after Calvin’s death.17
 Because of this book and all the scholarship it inspired over the last fifty years, the connections between Geneva and the French Wars of Religion
 are now very well established. On one minor point, however the scholarship of the last fifty years has borne out that the young Bob Kingdon did not quite get everything exactly right. As suggested earlier, Bob mentioned in passing in his conclusion that the Calvinist trained pastors in Geneva had not only forged the foundation for the Reformed movement in France, but also in Scotland and in the Netherlands. In the case of the latter at least, recent scholarship has proved that this was not exactly the case, though at the 
time that Bob was writing in the mid-1950s, he was following the cutting edge scholarship of the day. Helli Koenigsberger, for example, had just the previous year published an article that proffered the same conclusion as Bob : that Genevan Calvinism provided the ideological foundation for revolutionary movements in both France and in the Netherlands.18
 As Jim Tracy has pointed out, the scholarship on the beginnings of the Reform movement in the Netherlands has highlighted that few pastors trained in Geneva participated in the hedge-preaching and iconoclasm of 1566 that served as the springboard for Calvinism in the Dutch provinces.19
 Indeed, as Phyllis Mack Crew pointed out in 1978, ministers educated and trained in Geneva were more likely to oppose the hedgepreaching and iconoclasm of the Summer of 1566 than to participate in it.20
 This conclusion was reinforced by Guido Mamef in his study of the origins of the Reformation in Antwerp.21
 Apart from the preacher Evrard Erail, whom Calvin had first sent to Antwerp in 1557, Geneva had very little influence on the origins of the Reformed community there. Jim Tracy has summarized it succinctly : “In sum, Calvin and the Company of Pastors had very little to do with the revolutionary ferment that preceded the Dutch Revolt. Contrary to what happened in France, men trained in Geneva were seldom to be found calling the signals for local upheavals. Conversely, as Bob Kingdon noted in his Conclusion fifty years ago, men trained in Geneva, like Mamix van Saint Aldegonde, were prominent in the entourage of that paramount lesser magistrate, William of Orange.”22


      Thus, even if some of Bob Kingdon’s original ideas were taken in a different direction by scholars of the Dutch Revolt, there is no questions whatsoever that his book published fifty years ago was partly responsible for inspiring and fomenting much of that research. It is fitting, then, that Librairie Droz should choose to bring out a new edition of Bob’s classic text at this time. To paraphrase the quotation from Calvin that Bob used as the epigraph for his book – Donnez-moi du bois, et je vous envoie des flèches
 – it is Bob’s scholarship that has shaped the arrows in the form of young scholars over the last fifty years, many of them like myself who have never formally studied with him. Thanks to this new edition, it is hoped that Geneva and the Coming of the Wars of Religion in France
 will continue to be a source of inspiration and learning for scholars and students of the sixteenth century for the next fifty years.
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      PREFACE

      
        
          Calvin to the churches of France :

        

        
          “Donnez-moi du bois, et je vous envoie des flèches. ”

        

      

      It has often been said that the outbreak of the first religious war in France in 1562 was influenced by the activities of the Protestant pastors sent out from the Calvinist city of Geneva. This study undertakes to examine the role played by the organization known as the Geneva Company of Pastors in directing these missionaries. Its object is to test the hypothesis that the Geneva Company directed the religious agitation preceding the war.

      Though the records of the Geneva Company of Pastors have been carefully preserved, and are now open to all serious scholars, they are unfortunately incomplete. Entries in the official Registers of the Company were made at irregular intervals, and were usually exceedingly brief, sometimes even cryptic. A great deal of the correspondence of the Company and its individual members has been irretrievably lost, particularly many of the letters sent out from Geneva to pastors in the field. Fortunately, a larger proportion of the letters sent to the city have been preserved. Even the Genevan municipal government records are occasionally incomplete.

      I thought it might be useful, therefore, to compile a series of individual case studies of the activities of a sample group of the men who were sent out from Geneva as missionaries to France ; in the composite picture thus achieved, what was missing from one individual case study could be, in effect, filled in from another, to the end of establishing by inference Geneva’s precise role in this religious revolution.

      My sample was compiled directly from the Registers of the Geneva Company of Pastors.1
 It includes all the eighty-eight missionaries listed in these Registers as being formally dispatched to France from 1555, the year such official records were first kept, through 1562, the year the wars of religion began in France. I have tried to examine all the materials available on these men in French-Swiss archival records, published collections of sources, and detailed histories of the Protestant churches of French Switzerland. The most productive sources of information were : (a) Geneva birth, marriage, and death records, which with the beginning of the Reformation regime were kept more or less systematically ; (b) the extensive collections of legal documents notarized in sixteenth-century Geneva, now kept in the cantonal Archives and analyzed in a seven-volume index there ; (c) scattered references in printed sources, principally in the Calvini Opera
2
 and in the Histoire ecclésiastique.
3
 These findings are tabulated in the appendices. The general conclusions they suggest are not contradicted by what we know of the biographies of other Huguenot pastors of the period. The list seems to provide a genuinely random sample of the missionaries.

      

      Complete information on each one of these eighty-eight pastors is not available. Some of them are still only names, or at best identified by only a few details. But it has been possible to piece together more than I at first hoped of their backgrounds, training, placement, and continuing discipline. Together these details should throw some further light on Geneva’s role in directing the men who taught a faith which undermined the ecclesiastical foundations of French society. They may even suggest something about the nature of the Geneva Company’s responsibility for the religious revolution which began when the authorities of the society thus threatened tried to preserve the status quo
 by force.

      The presentation is divided into two parts. Part I analyzes the. background of the eighty-eight men and how they were trained, certified, placed, and disciplined after placement. Part II narrates the part some of these men and their co-workers in France and Geneva actually took in the rising tide of political intrigue in France.

    

  

  
    p.XV

    
      1

      
          M. Archinard
, “ Liste des pasteurs envoyés aux églises étrangères par la Compagnie des pasteurs de Genève, de 1555 a 1566,” published in J. Gaberel, Histoire de l’Église de Genève depuis le commencement de la Réformation jusqu’à nos jours
 (Geneva, 2nd ed., 1858), II, 194-197, hereafter cited as Gaberel, contains several minor but very misleading errors; republished with further errors in Bulletin de la Société de l’histoire du protestantisme français
, VIII, 72-76, hereafter cited as BSHPF. See Appendix I for revised list and Appendix VI for year and place of dispatch.

        

      

    

    
      2

      
          Ioannis Calvini Opera quae supersunt omnia
 (Brunswick, 1863-1880), eds. Baum, Cunitz & Reuss. Hereafter cited as Calv. Opp.


        

      

    

    
      3

      
           Histoire ecclésiastique des Églises réformées au royaume de France
 (Paris, 1883-1889), eds. Baum & Cunitz, the best edition of a chronicle originally published in 1580. All references are to this edition. Hereafter cited as Hist. eccl.


        

      

    

  


		

    
		

  
    
      INTRODUCTION

      Geneva was, geographically, well located to be a training center for the leaders of the Reformed Church in France. Only through Geneva could Protestants find a relatively sure entry into France, which was otherwise ringed by Spain, Savoy, Lorraine, and the Spanish Netherlands, all under firm Catholic control. And politically, the city had the advantage of a powerful military ally, the Republic of Berne, capable of protecting it against the attacks by Catholic neighbors that the Pope and King Philip II of Spam more than once tried to organize. A treaty between Geneva and Berne had been renewed and strengthened in 1536,1
...
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