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	This book presents the proceedings of the international conference “The Middle Ages in the Modern World,” held in Rome November 21-24, 2018. Attended by more than a hundred participants of different ages, educational backgrounds, and places of origin, the conference constituted a landmark in the study of medievalism: the historical discipline, now in full bloom, that investigates the ways in which the thousand-year period between 500 and 1500 was, and continues to be, presented, reconstructed, and imagined in successive eras. The book opens with a substantial bibliography drawn from all of its components, followed by the seven keynote lectures and ninety-three shorter texts - abstracts of the individual conference papers - organized along eight thematic pathways, which together provide a vivid image of the current state of the field.
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           La version électronique de ce livre – https://books.openedition.org/ efr/18397 – contient les actes complets de la conférence, y compris les nombreux résumés d'articles présentés au cours des différentes sessions. La version imprimée comprend l’introduction, la bibliographie et les sept conférences plénières.
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           This volume contains the acts of the international conference “The Middle Ages in the Modern World,” held in Rome November 21-24, 2018. Following the previous iterations of MAMO – as the founders and attendees of this biennial event call it – organized in Scotland (St. Andrews, 2013) and England (Lincoln, 2015; Manchester, 2017), the conference left Great Britain and the anglophone world for Italy and a large, multilingual gathering whose cultural and linguistic diversity is preserved in the present volume.

           Herein, in short, the conference has become a book. A preliminary clarification may be helpful to readers new to its theme. As used here, “medievalism” is a broad, versatile concept encompassing everything related to the Middle Ages but produced, thought, represented, or dreamed of afterwards. Put simply, medievalism is the Middle Ages after the Middle Ages. The term describes the myriad ways the thousand-year period from circa 500 to 1500 has been perceived and presented since that era – the Middle Ages – ended. Long studied, imitated, reconstituted, imagined, transposed, deformed, dissimulated, and utilized in countless manners, medieval culture was and is variably loved, admired, detested, set up as a model, or categorically rejected. (Jacques Le Goff once aptly observed that its legend could be both “black” and “gilt.”) Not all post-medieval periods reverberate equally with real or invented medieval echoes. After the sixteenth century and that late-Renaissance moment so close to the Middle Ages and brimming with the medieval (while rejecting it so sharply), the Romantic era and our own are those most replete with medievalism, even if examples can be found without interruption from the Cinquecento onward.

           A vast phenomenon currently in rapid development as an object of historical inquiry, medievalism connects many different disciplines and social practices and thus requires an approach that is at once comparative, intertextual, and croisé. Those terms necessarily describe this book. Pluridisciplinary and in some cases transdisciplinary, it includes contributions on politics, art, spectacle, cinema, costume, ecology, sociology of communications, philosophy, musicology, architecture, literature, linguistics, religion, gender, and more. Together, its chapters form an ample forum of new scholarship on the perceptions, uses, and abuses of the Middle Ages over the last half millennium.

           Our hope is that the texts published here will help readers discover not only new objects of historical knowledge but also a still young and rapidly developing field of study with its own distinct place in the world of learning. Pioneered in the 1970s in the work of Alice Chandler, Kathleen Verduin, Leslie Workman, Giosuè Musca, Vittore Branca, and Paul Zumthor, among others, and subsequently enlarged and fortified in the 1980s and 1990s by Renato Bordone, Umberto Eco, Giuseppe Sergi, Kathleen Biddik, Norman Cantor, Mark Girouard, Tom Shippey, Richard Utz, Jürgen Kühnel, Ulrich Müller, Peter Wapnewski, Christian Amalvi, Michèle Gally, and their contemporaries, the study of medievalism has intensified further in the opening decades of the third millennium. Bringing together works by authors of diverse age, intellectual formation, and origin, the present addition to the growing repertoire of scholarship in the field bears witness to that surge in productivity. Set at the border between “medieval studies” (meaning all modes of scrutinizing the Middle Ages: history, history of art, archaeology, literary studies, history of philosophy, etc.) and research on subsequent eras down to the present, medievalism is fast coming into its own as an area of historical study. This growing legitimacy is attested by clear signs in academe and beyond. Since many non-academic cultural practices fall under the rubric of medievalism, interest in the subject extends well beyond the circle of professional historians. For the most part, the indications are the same as for any scholarly field in the process of establishing itself. New journals are born on paper and online (even if the oldest, Studies in Medievalism, is now over forty years old). Internet sites multiply, some of them scholarly, others much less so. Seminars, conferences, and occasional or recurrent meetings, such as MAMO, take place with increasing frequency, while new research projects on the general theme or selected aspects of it are set in motion, sometimes with eminent backing. Founded recently at the prestigious Istituto Storico Italiano per il Medioevo in Rome, the center “Medievalismo. Centro-Studi-Ricerche” shows how an institution inscribed in solid tradition can respond with interest to new ways of thinking history. The study of medievalism does not, we can safely say, appear to be a flash in the pan. It may well be in fashion now and – who knows? – at a future moment become less so, but whatever happens, it will almost certainly stay on the scholarly landscape as a font of questions for students of past and present societies.

           The paradoxical ability to remain present after disappearing is not a privilege unique to the Middle Ages. Human societies bear all traces of the past – of every past – and not only the marks of the medieval millennium. Symmetrical to “medievalism,” if overflowing with different meanings, is the term “classicism”: the uninterrupted recoveries of classical antiquity in later eras. In both cases, ages slip into their successors, returning to life transformed. (The opening chapter of this book, by Salvatore Settis, plumbs that chronological depth.) The correspondences are not precise, however. In a wholly different chronological vein, Napoleonic re-enactments and other “reconstructions” of more recent historical moments (for example, the American Civil War and the Second World War) further affirm that the desire to relive or re-present past periods is not trained solely on the Middle Ages. Yet, the medieval period, because of its conception as a transitional era (the Middle Ages) and because of the never-ending debate over exactly when the Middle Ages began and ended, obliges one to reflect with special care on periodization and to consider constantly whether a given object of study really belongs. Perhaps no other historians are fonder of the era they study than medievalists or more attached to the idea that the age they habitually ponder had its own specificity, even if such positions have occasionally been subjected to healthy, iconoclastic challenges (for example, Le Roy Ladurie’s Montaillou). The Middle Ages, furthermore, are often more visible than classical antiquity in everyday life, at least in Europe. European languages and territorial, political, and cultural frameworks owe much to the age in the middle, which, rightly or wrongly, tends to be considered more characterizing and less “universal.” Correctly or not, the Middle Ages are also widely perceived to be more loaded with the imaginary and susceptible to uses in defining and constructing identities. For these reasons, the medieval centuries, perhaps more than most others, frequently spill beyond their own borders, lending themselves to revivals and recoveries, which, without meaning to, provide fuel for the historical researcher's fire.

           It goes without saying that those who research the history of medievalism do not (or at least do not always or necessarily) approve of the material they study. Pondering post-medieval uses and abuses of the Middle Ages means examining the best and, at times, the worst. Many papers given at MAMO 2018 focused on the latter – on elements more political than cultural, more pertinent to ideology than to beauty, learning, or leisure. In the conference, as in this book, we aimed to balance those two contrasting faces of the phenomenon; medieval-inspired aspects of learned or popular culture are only one side of the coin. Medievalism also comprises manifestations that can be worrisome or controversial: eccentric and inaccurate conceptions of the period, political exploitations, identity-flavored appropriations. The papers presented here bear vivid witness, we believe, to the diversity of forms of medievalism and to the varied ways medievalist themes are currently being studied. Many of the French-language contributions, for example, are largely historiographic in conception, while those in Italian tend to focus on the sphere of memory. Both, meanwhile, often show a marked interest in political uses of the medieval past. Compared to those continental patterns, the contributions in English, whether from the British Isles, America, Australia, or other parts of the world, are frequently more cultural-historical in character and attend to specific medieval survivals and afterglows.

           This book grew out of the first trilingual edition of MAMO. In organizing the conference, we made a special effort to bring together researchers from different countries and scholarly traditions for the purpose of sharing their work, comparing notes, and taking stock of the present state of the field, with the hope of opening up new trajectories of research. When, five years earlier, we suggested organizing an iteration of MAMO in Rome, none of us had any inkling of the many unsettling events that would happen between then and the actual conference – of the centrifugal forces that would come into play that seemed to want to spin the world into increasingly disparate “national” fragments: spatial and social domains that, in many cases, defined themselves with respect to partly or entirely imagined medieval pasts. As they grew ever more evident, those forces became one of the principal reasons for our determination to make the conference as international as possible, not only in the range of topics covered, which at the time we conceived of along eight thematic tracks, but also in the languages of the papers and the origins of the speakers, who would ultimately come from more than twenty different countries. Pluralism, including linguistic variety, seemed to us a genuine source of richness.

           A few changes have been made in the volume with respect to the order of the conference. The first element is a comprehensive bibliography drawn from all the contributions to form a sort of “virtual library.” It is divided into medieval texts, texts from the sixteenth to nineteenth centuries, and contemporary publications, followed by a filmography and a list of recordings and musical compositions. The traditional subdivision into primary and secondary sources did not strike us as appropriate in this context, since the category any given item was assigned to would depend on the use a particular researcher made of it. (An example is Johan Huizinga’s Autumn of the Middle Ages, which is at once a renowned study of medieval history and a primary source for the study of medievalism.) After the bibliography come the seven keynote lectures, followed by abstracts of the conference papers organized in the thematic paths along which the conference developed.

           In the first keynote lecture, Salvatore Settis takes us on a journey of cultural refraction through legacies of distant eras that assume changing meanings as they reappear through the centuries: first the classical, which resurfaces in new forms in the Middle Ages, then the medieval, which reappears in yet newer guises in the modern and contemporary periods. Andrew Elliott’s keynote lecture follows. A specialist in media and cultural studies, Elliott examines medievalism from a very different but equally essential perspective by studying the links between perceptions of medieval history and the media. Behind medievalism, veiled and altered but nonetheless present, lies a complex historical period (the Middle Ages), which is also a versatile concept that contemporary culture feeds upon to transform itself incessantly. Even when imagined, represented, and remembered in post-medieval eras, the Middle Ages are also, needless to say, a valid area of inquiry for medievalists properly speaking, whence our invitations to the other five keynote speakers. Of diverse language, nationality, and discipline, all are professional historians of the Middle Ages who, in their contributions, reflect on the relationship between their usual objects of study – medieval history, literature, etc. – and the urgent needs of the present. Their contributions address themes of remarkable immediacy: the massive presence of foundation myths in present-day culture (Francesca Roversi Monaco); the power of the Middle Ages in contemporary literary imagination (Michèle Gally); the stubborn revivals of political symbolisms that evoke medieval civilization in a dialectical relationship with the Other (Alessandro Barbero) and in the definition of one’s own identity (Benoît Grévin); and finally, the link between art, fashion, medievalism, and Roman Catholicism (Elizabeth A.R. Brown). The conference took place in Rome for good reason.

           After the seven keynote chapters come ninety-three briefer entries, organized along eight thematic pathways, or threads. Each thread, in turn, is subdivided into groups of two, three, or four brief texts. These mini-articles, or précis, correspond to individual conference papers, just as the subgroups correspond to sessions. The précis consist, in some cases, of abstracts sent in response to the call for papers and, in others, of expanded versions of those abstracts submitted after the conference. Each author chose freely which form to publish here. The array of subjects represented by these succinct and enriched abstracts is partly a matter of chance or, more precisely, the result of a process in which scholars researching medievalism in different parts of the world – most of whom we had never met before the conference and whose work in progress we could not have known – saw the call for papers and chose to respond. What might seem to constitute an element of randomness inherent in this process gave rise to a thematic range that, in our view, provides a more faithful image of the state of the field than we could have conceived of ourselves a priori, a vast array of contributions that together sketch the current historiographic landscape in an ample and stimulating way. From a chronological point of view, the lion’s share of these studies focuses on the key periods mentioned above: the contemporary, which is considered in many threads, but also the early modern and the Romantic (see, inter alia, paths 1a, 4a-b, 5a). The geographic range is remarkably broad, with studies of medievalism in Italy, France, the United States, Bulgaria, Canada, Denmark, Germany, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Serbia, Sweden, Turkey, the United Kingdom, and Russia, as well as occasional references farther afield: to West Africa, Australia, South America, and the Arabian peninsula. If the Middle Ages in films and digital games draws its share of attention (path 8), so does medievalism in other cultural domains (paths 4-7), from contemporary fiction to “medieval experience” tourism, from cemetery design, to heavy metal music, to Belle Époque cabaret. Studies of performances and re-enactments (7a-b) reflect on the ways people attempt bodily to reiterate and reproduce the medieval past. Medievalism also surfaces in contexts where it may be unexpected, for example in Jewish history (1b-c), environmental thought (1d, 4c), and the construction of gender (2). Meanwhile, it plays a protagonist’s role in modern and contemporary political discourse (3), including the employment, and frequently the perversion, of the Middle Ages in constructions of national identity.

           Like the conference in 2018, this book resulted from the joint efforts of three researchers from three different institutions, all based in Italy. At the same time, it came about thanks to a collaboration between institutions, which we wish to thank warmly. Our gratitude goes to John Cabot University and the École française de Rome, the chief institutional hosts and organizers of the conference; to the French Embassy in Italy, and...
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