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Foreword


The 2030 Agenda is a universal, collective responsibility that covers all levels: global, national and territorial. The increased complexity and interconnectedness of the world, combined with the growing perception of unfair globalisation and the erosion of trust in the multilateral system, have considerably expanded the range of global policy challenges which cannot be solved by any one country alone. This calls for a stronger and more coherent multilateral system that helps to reconcile and deliver the economic, social and environmental transformations needed to achieve the SDGs. 

This year, the United Nations High Level Political Forum (HLPF) will take stock of progress on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) under the theme “Transformation towards sustainable and resilient societies”. SDG target 17.14 to “enhance policy coherence for sustainable development” reflects the reality that transforming our societies and realising the SDGs is a multidimensional challenge. It calls for breaking out of policy silos and increasing capacities to identify, understand and manage interactions and interconnections among SDGs. It entails harnessing synergies, managing trade-offs and policy conflicts, and addressing the potential transboundary and intergenerational policy effects of domestic and international action. Most importantly, it means ensuring that “no one is left behind”, which is the foundational purpose of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Governments cannot act alone, however. They have a responsibility to engage with and work across multiple sectors, actors and governance levels.

The transformation towards sustainable and resilient societies cannot be achieved without addressing the systemic causes of vulnerability, including: inequalities; injustice and discrimination; weak governance and institutions; and the depletion of natural resources. It requires significantly changing the scale and the way we consume and produce in order to relieve pressure on the natural asset base on which economies and human well-being rely. In practice, this means challenging the often short-term focus on the domestic interests and recognising the long term, systemic risks that threaten social, economic, environmental and governance systems, while taking into account the enabling role of global common goods and enhancing well-being globally and for future generations. 

Against this backdrop, the 2018 edition of Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development, which forms part of the OECD’s contribution to this year’s HLPF, seeks to inform policymaking by providing analysis on critical interlinkages among the Goals under HLPF review. It identifies institutional mechanisms for enhancing policy coherence in SDG implementation and explores ways of tracking progress by sharing insights from a range of thinkers and partner organisations. This work also responds to the OECD Action Plan on the Sustainable Development Goals which calls on the OECD to contribute policy analysis, guidance and tools to support countries’ efforts to implement the SDGs.

The OECD stands ready to support all actors, stakeholders and policymakers to develop and implement approaches to strengthen policy coherence. This shared effort can help deliver on the goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and on the vision, mission and ambition of the OECD to promote better policies for better lives. 

Angel Gurría

Secretary-General of the OECD
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Executive summary


Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) target 17.14 calls on all countries to enhance policy coherence for sustainable development (PCSD) as a key means of implementation. Governments and stakeholders recognise the relevance of PCSD for identifying, understanding and managing interactions among highly interconnected SDGs, and for addressing the potential transboundary and intergenerational policy effects of domestic and international action. They are also increasingly recognising the need to break out of institutional and policy silos to realise the benefits of synergistic actions and to effectively address unavoidable trade-offs across the SDGs. Most importantly, they recognise the need for coherent approaches to ensure that “no one is left behind”, the underlying principle of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

The 2018 edition of Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development shows how integrated and coherent policies, supported by strong institutional mechanisms, can contribute to the “Transformation towards sustainable and resilient societies” – the theme of the 2018 United Nations High-Level Political Forum (HLPF). It applies the institutional, analytical and monitoring elements of the PCSD Framework to identify challenges and opportunities facing governments as they move to implement the SDGs, both at the national level and collectively at the global level. 


Chapter 1 (Building coherent approaches to transformation) applies a PCSD lens to identify critical interlinkages among the five SDGs under 2018 HLPF review:


	
SDG 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all;



	
SDG 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all;



	
SDG 11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable;



	
SDG 12: Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns; and



	
SDG 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss.





It brings together several strands of OECD analysis to show that each goal has a different but complementary role in achieving the 2030 Agenda’s primary aspiration of “shifting the world onto a sustainable path”. It emphasises that the SDGs cannot be achieved through single-sector or silo approaches. The chapter explores each of the five goals in terms of: 1) major challenges; 2) fundamental synergies and trade-offs  that need to be managed to ensure a coherent and effective implementation; and 3) potential policy and governance responses. It also encourages enhanced policy coherence across actors, governance levels and timeframes to ensure a sustainable transformation, and address the root causes of vulnerability – such as weak institutions, socio-economic inequalities, and the depletion of natural resources.


Chapter 2 (Eight building blocks for coherent SDG implementation) highlights new policy interdependencies that challenge sectoral structures and decision-making processes in many governments. It emphasises that enhancing PCSD, as called for in SDG 17.14, depends on supporting institutional mechanisms able to anticipate, balance and reconcile divergent policy pressures. This means adjusting structures and decision-making processes to effectively integrate sustainable development goals into the mandate of existing institutions, and fostering an administrative culture that promotes cross-sectoral collaboration sensitive to the need for global action. 

There is no one-size-fits-all approach to PCSD. Each country must determine its own institutional mechanisms and sequencing of actions. The chapter explores plans and initial steps towards adapting institutional frameworks for SDG implementation taken by the 20 OECD countries that have presented Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) to the HLPF so far: Belgium, Chile, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Korea, Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Slovenia, Sweden, Switzerland and Turkey. It applies eight building blocks for PCSD as a lens to identify good institutional mechanisms and practices: 1) political commitment and leadership; 2) policy integration; 3) long-term planning horizons; 4) analysis and assessments of potential policy effects; 5) policy and institutional co-ordination; 6) subnational and local involvement; 7) stakeholder engagement; and 8) monitoring and reporting.


Chapter 3 (Country profiles: Institutional mechanisms for policy coherence) complements the analysis of the eight PCSD building blocks. It presents up-to-date country profiles from 19 countries on institutional arrangement for promoting PCSD: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Greece, Japan, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Mexico, The Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland. The chapter draws on responses to a survey sent out to the members of the informal network of national focal points for policy coherence with questions corresponding to the eight PCSD building blocks. The results are intended to form the basis for developing process indicators for each of the building blocks.


Chapter 4 (Tracking progress in policy coherence for sustainable development) aims to support government efforts to monitor SDG target 17.14 at the national level, as well as to contribute to the development of the global methodology for indicator 17.14.1 (Number of countries with mechanisms in place to enhance policy coherence for sustainable development).

It focuses on three key elements of the PCSD Framework that need to considered when tracking progress on PCSD at the national level: 1) institutional mechanisms; 2) critical interactions; and 3) transboundary and intergenerational policy effects. It applies this approach to the five thematic SDGs under review by the 2018 HLPF, and provides examples from both OECD and partner countries to illustrate the need to identify and use different combinations of indicators depending on national context, priorities and long-term policy objectives. The chapter draws extensively on existing OECD measurement frameworks and data sources.


Chapter 5 (Aligning domestic and international agendas for Agenda 2030 – challenges for global governance) highlights the importance of enhancing PCSD at multiple levels.While governmental action at the national level will remain the key driver, progress cannot be achieved without stakeholder engagement, collective action across national boundaries and collaboration among international processes and institutions.Collective efforts are at the heart of SDG 17 to strengthen the means of implementation and revitalise the global partnership for sustainable development.

It is in this spirit that members of the PCSD Partnership have been invited to contribute to this report with individual opinion pieces. While some have been integrated into other relevant chapters, those highlighting challenges and tensions in addressing policy coherence at the international level are presented here in Chapter 5.




Chapter 1. Coherent approaches to achieving sustainable societies


This chapter applies a policy coherence lens to identify critical interlinkages between the SDGs to be reviewed by the HLPF in 2018: Goal 6 on water, 7 on energy, 11 on cities, 12 on sustainable consumption and production, and 15 on biodiversity. It draws on OECD work to explore each of the five goals in terms of: i) major challenges; ii) fundamental synergies and trade-offs between Goals that need to be managed to ensure a coherent and effective implementation; and iii) potential policy and governance responses. The chapter is intended to provide analytical input and inform the thematic review at the UN HLPF. This work is part of the OECD Action Plan on the Sustainable Development Goals which calls on the OECD to contribute to policy analysis, guidance and tools to support countries’ efforts to implement the SDGs.



 



Introduction


In July 2018, the United Nations High-level Political Forum (HLPF) will address the theme “Transformation towards sustainable and resilient societies”. Along with SDG 17, which calls on countries to revitalise the global partnership for sustainable development, the 2018 HLPF will review:


	
SDG 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all;



	
SDG 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all;



	
SDG 11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable;



	
SDG 12: Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns; and



	
SDG 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss.





This chapter applies a policy coherence for sustainable development (PCSD) lens to the 2018 HLPF theme. It identifies some critical interlinkages among the five SDGs under review, based on the premise that each goal has a different but complementary role in achieving the 2030 Agenda’s primary aspiration of “shifting the world onto a sustainable path”.

Drawing on extensive work and analysis by the OECD on sustainable and resilient societies, the chapter examines each of the five goal in terms of: i) major challenges; ii) key interlinkages with other goals, i.e. fundamental synergies and trade-offs that need to be managed to ensure coherent implementation; and iii) policy and governance responses.

Interlinkages among the SDGs necessarily depend on specific country contexts and challenges. Many goals and targets are a means of contributing to the achievement of other goals and cannot be achieved through single-sector or silo approaches. SDG target 17.14 on enhancing policy coherence for sustainable development recognises the importance of PCSD in this context.





Coherent approaches to transformation


Transformation towards resilient societies is a multidimensional challenge. It calls for strengthening policy coherence across sectors, actors, governance levels and timeframes to address the underlying and interconnected causes of vulnerability. These causes include: weak institutions and governance capacity (including lack of vertical and horizontal co-ordination); socio-economic inequalities; injustice and discrimination; inadequate services and infrastructure; depletion of natural resources, global shocks, climate-related extreme events and disasters. Coherent and integrated approaches are also needed to manage risk factors such as rapid urbanisation, increased environmental pollution, depletion of natural resources and demographic changes.

Policy coherence is essential to transform systems that undermine well-being and perpetuate vulnerabilities. It can help to build resilience and generate fundamental changes in the ways societies and economies use resources (natural, economic, human, and social) for human well-being. It addresses how societies and economies consume and produce, as well as the structural inequalities that underlie vulnerability.

In the context of the 2030 Agenda, this means increasing our capacities to manage the critical interlinkages among the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and address their implications. It entails harnessing synergies, managing trade-offs, and avoiding or minimising negative spillovers and impacts. Applying this perspective to the five Goals to be reviewed by the HLPF in 2018, highlights for example that:


	
SDG 6 on water, SDG 7 on energy, and SDG 15 on land, forest, and ecosystems are related to key natural resources. They represent a major component of the natural asset base from which human well-being is derived. They are necessary to life and a major foundation of economic activity. Policy decisions made in each of these sectors can have significant impacts on the others. At the same time, these sectors can be affected by how countries collectively address SDG 13 on climate. The interactions between water, energy and land, forest ecosystems and climate are numerous and complex, and cannot be addressed through sectoral approaches alone.



	
SDG 12 on responsible consumption and production is in this regard one of the key drivers for transformation which applies to all goals. It sets out the necessary requirements to ensure a sustainable management of resources (natural, economic, human and social capital), and to restore and preserve the asset base over time. This goal is supported by targets related to efficiency and resource use across all SDGs.



	
SDG 11 on inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable cities and human settlements is essential for guiding more sustainable, inclusive urban development in the context of a rapidly urbanising world. More than half of the world’s population currently resides in cities and with urbanisation projected increase. A great demand for natural resources (water, energy, land, forests and ecosystems) originates from cities and metropolitan areas, which means that achieving SDG 11 will depend on the achievement of SDGs 6, 7, 12 and 15. Cities account for an estimated 67% of energy use and 71 % of global energy-related CO2 emissions. Moreover, while cities concentrate economic growth, they also intensify inequalities. For instance, income inequality is higher in cities relative to the respective national average and tends to be higher in larger cities  (OECD, 2016[1]). Across a range of dimensions – health, housing, education, jobs – well-being outcomes vary considerably within and across cities.








Goal 6: Water and sanitation for all


Water is a critical asset for our well-being and that of future generations. The provision of good quality water and adequate sanitation, as well as the sustainable management of water resources, generates substantial benefits for society, the economy and the environment, such as reduced poverty and incidence of diseases; increased school attendance and opportunities for education; women empowerment both domestically and as actors in the economy; increased productivity and food security; and tourism growth   (OECD, 2011[2]). Adequate good quality water is vital for supporting freshwater ecosystems and the services they provide, such as plant growth, natural habitats, nutrient recycling, and waste removal. It is essential for use in agriculture, aquaculture, industry, and energy production. Conversely, inadequate access to these resources and services act as a significant drag on sustainable development, affecting people’s health, reducing labour productivity, increasing health care costs and undermining freshwater ecosystems (OECD, 2017[3]).

Millennium Development Goal 7 called for halving the proportion of the universal population without sustainable access to clean and safe drinking water and basic sanitation as part of “ensuring environmental sustainability”. SDG 6 (Box 1.1) is a game changer, compelling all countries to “ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all” (UNGA, 2015[4]). While MDG 7 focused on drinking water and basic sanitation, SDG 6 covers the entire freshwater resource cycle (e.g. water quality and wastewater, water use and scarcity, and ecosystems).





Box 1.1. SDG 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management  of water and sanitation for all.



6.1 By 2030, achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water for all.


6.2 By 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and end open defecation, paying special attention to the needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable situations.


6.3 By 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and minimizing release of hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the proportion of untreated wastewater and substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse globally.


6.4 By 2030, substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and ensure sustainable withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address water scarcity and substantially reduce the number of people suffering from water scarcity.


6.5 By 2030, implement integrated water resources management at all levels, including through transboundary cooperation as appropriate.


6.6 By 2020, protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including mountains, forests, wetlands, rivers, aquifers and lakes.



Targets on means of implementation



6.a By 2030, expand international cooperation and capacity-building support to developing countries in water- and sanitation-related activities and programmes, including water harvesting, desalination, water efficiency, wastewater treatment, recycling and reuse technologies.


6.b Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in improving water and sanitation management.



Source: (UNGA, 2015[4]).








Water challenges


Lack of access to safe water and inadequate sanitation have profound socio-economic impacts and represent a major obstacle to eradicating poverty. Water-related diseases are among the most common cause of illness and premature deaths, affecting mainly the poor. More than 340 000 children under five die annually from diarrhoeal diseases due to unsafe drinking water and poor sanitation and hygiene (WHO/UNICEF, 2015[5]).

Progress has been made over the past 15 years, according to two status reports on the SDGs presented by the UN Secretary-General so far. In 2015, 91% of the world’s population (6.6 billion people) had access to improved drinking water sources compared with 82% in 2000 (UN ECOSOC, 2016[6]). It is important to note that “improved” water does not necessarily mean “safe” water fit for human consumption. In the same year, 68% of the global population (4.9 billion people) used improved sanitation facilities compared with 59% in 2000 (UN ECOSOC, 2017[7]).

Yet, in 2015 an estimated 663 million people still lacked access to improved water sources. In the same year, 2.4 billion people lacked basic sanitation services, and among this number 946 million had no facilities at all (UN ECOSOC, 2016[6]). In developing and emerging economies the main challenge is to extend water supply and sanitation services to poor urban and rural areas in particular. In OECD countries the more common concern is to renew and upgrade existing or ageing infrastructure (OECD, 2017[3]).

The challenge of ensuring universal access to safe water for all (SDG 6) is compounded by the changing distribution of global water resources due to climate change. It is expected that climate change will alter the intensity, frequency, seasonality and amount of rainfall, aspects which impact surface water flows and groundwater recharge, as well as temperature (OECD, 2013[8]). Climate change impacts on freshwater include rising water temperature, deteriorating water quality, increases in vaporisation and in frequency and intensity of extreme events  (OECD, 2013[9]).

Water pollution is also a factor. At least half the world’s population suffers from polluted water  (OECD, 2017[10]). Water pollution reduces the quantity and quality of useable water, exacerbating the problem of water scarcity. Water quality is most affected by the drivers of water demand: agriculture, industry, and urban water use  (OECD, 2017[10]). They are linked to nutrient flows from agriculture, industrial and combustion activities, such as transport and power generation; poor wastewater treatment; and rainwater run-off in urban settlements when it is not properly captured and treated. This results in increased eutrophication, biodiversity loss, water-related disease and costs for treatment prior to use. Water pollution from urban sewage is expected to increase three-fold by 2050, compared with its volume in 2000   (OECD, 2015[11]).

The economic, social and environmental costs of water pollution include: i) degradation of ecosystem services; ii) water treatment and health-related costs; iii) reduced productivity in economic activities such as agriculture, fisheries, industrial manufacturing and tourism; iv) reduced property values in some areas; and v) opportunity costs of further development  (OECD, 2017[10]). Examples of water pollution impacts to economic, social and environmental values, as well as to relevant SDGs and targets, are presented in Table 1.1.


	
Table 1.1. Economic, social and environmental impacts of water pollution


	
Water pollution as a disabler of the Sustainable Development Goals










	
Impact


	
Example


	
Related SDGs/targets 







	
Human health


	
Polluted water is the world’s largest health risk, threatening quality of life and public health. Associated with this are health service costs, decreased life expectancy and emergency health costs related to major pollution events.


	
SDG 3.9





	
Ecosystem health


	
Damage to freshwater and marine ecosystems (e.g. fish kill, invertebrates, benthic fauna, flora, habitat degradation) and loss of ecosystem services (including the ability to process pollutants) may require investment in additional or different grey infrastructure alternatives.


	
SDG 14.2

SDG 15.1

SDG 15.8





	
Social values


	
Prohibition from recreational use (e.g. swimming, fishing, kayaking), beach closure, impacts on aesthetics, cultural and spiritual values.


	
SDG 8.9

SDG 14.7





	
Agricultural productivity


	
Exclusion of contaminated water for irrigation results in increased water scarcity. Irrigation with contaminated water causes damage to and reduced productivity of pasture and crops, contamination of soil, impacts to livestock health and production, and scouring of infrastructure.


	
SDG 2.3

SDG 2.4

SDG 15.3





	
Industrial productivity


	
Exclusion of contaminated water for industrial use results in increased water scarcity. Scouring of infrastructure and clean-up costs from spills or accidents.


	
SDG8.4

SDG 9.4

SDG12.4





	
Commercial fisheries


	
Direct and indirect fish kill, shellfish contamination.


	
SDG 14.7





	
Urban and domestic use


	
Increased water treatment and inspection costs, maintenance costs from scouring and premature ageing of infrastructure, increased wastewater treatment costs with implementation of more strict regulations. Emergency and clean-up costs from spills or accidents.


	
SDG 11.1

SDG 11.2

SDG 11.7





	
Tourism


	
Loss of fishing, boating, rafting and swimming activities to other tourism activities or to other locations with better water quality.


	
SDG 14.7





	
Property values


	
Declining waterfront property values due to unsightly pollution and/or odour.


	
SDG 1.4

SDG 5.a







	

Source: Adapted from  (OECD, 2017[10]).






Competing demands for water – e.g. from cities, farmers, industries, energy suppliers, and ecosystems – adds to the challenge of achieving SDG 6. The rate of demand growth for water has been double that of population growth over the last few decades  (OECD, 2016[12]). Irrigated agriculture, which provides 40% of the world’s food supply, is the largest water user globally, accounting for around 70% of withdrawals worldwide and up to 85% in some developing countries   (OECD, 2017[13]). Agriculture also accounts for the bulk of water consumption due to losses from evaporation and transpiration  (OECD, 2016[12]).

Global water demand is projected to increase significantly – by 55% between 2000 and 2050 – according to the OECD Environmental Outlook to 2050 (Figure 1.1). OECD projections also anticipate that without new policies the allocation of water use could shift significantly, with demand from manufacturing (+400%,), electricity (+140%) and domestic use (+130%) competing with and largely overtaking demand from irrigation in all parts of the world.  (OECD, 2012[14]).




Figure 1.1. Global water demand is projected to increase significantly by 2050


[image: graphic]


Note: The OECD baseline used for the Environmental Outlook to 2050 presents projections of what the world could look like in 2050 if current socio-economic and environmental trends are maintained without new policies to protect the environment. This graph measures only blue water demand and does not consider rainfed agriculture.




Source:  (OECD, 2012[14]).


StatLink  http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932571171



Increased water demand is expected to exacerbate water stress, which now affects more than 2 billion people globally. Northern Africa and Western Asia experience water stress levels above 60%, indicating a strong probability of future water scarcity (UN ECOSOC, 2017[7]). In more than one-third of OECD countries, freshwater resources are under moderate to medium-high stress (OECD, 2017[3]). The number of people living in stressed river basins (i.e. those where withdrawals exceed 40% of available resources) is projected to increase from 1.6 billion in 2000 to 3.9 billion by 2050, or more than 40% of the world’s population  (OECD, 2012[14]).




Key interactions with other SDGs


Water is a key enabler for all the SDGs. Identifying the mutually reinforcing interactions between the targets under SDG 6 on water and sanitation and every other SDG can accelerate progress and facilitate the achievement of multiple targets while alleviating potential conflicts. Table 1.2 highlights some of these potential interactions, as well as the relevance of SDG 6 as enabler for achieving other SDGs.


	
Table 1.2. SDG 6 as enabler for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals




	
Goal


	
Links with SDG 6







	
SDG 1. No poverty


	
Universal access to water and sanitation is a prerequisite for eliminating poverty. SDG 1 calls for universal access to basic services, which include water and sanitation (6.1, 6.2) among others.





	
SDG 2. Zero Hunger


	
Water resources are necessary to produce food. Agriculture is the largest water user, accounting for around 70% of global freshwater demand. Access to safe water and sanitation helps to improve nutrition and food security. Irrigation with contaminated water damages and reduces productivity of pasture and crops, contaminates soil, and impacts on livestock health and production.





	
SDG 3. Good health and well-being


	
Ensuring water and sanitation services underpins health targets. It helps to alleviate diarrhoea and malnutrition, which are leading causes of death among children under five. Polluted water is the world’s largest health risk. Associated with this are health service costs, decreased life expectancy and emergency health costs related to major pollution events. 





	
SDG 4. Quality education


	
Water supply and sanitation are key factors in improving student health, thus affecting school attendance and educational outcomes. Adequate water supply is a critical factor for girls in poor rural areas, who spend large parts of each day fetching water, to attend school. 





	
SDG 5. Gender equality


	
In many communities women and girls bear the burden of collecting water and caring for relatives made sick by lack of water and sanitation services. Economic activities of women are impeded by lack of access to water or lack of decision making power in allocation of water. The role of women in managing water use in agriculture, health care, facility management is essential and not acknowledged and facilitated enough.





	
SDG 7. Affordable and clean energy


	
Water is needed for energy production, fossil-fuel extraction and irrigation of feedstock for biofuels. Water provision needs to be made less (fossil fuel) energy dependent; energy provision needs to be less water dependent. Renewables and energy efficiency can reinforce targets related to water access, scarcity and management by lowering water demands and negative impacts on water flows e.g. for energy production. Renewable energy solutions need to prevent negative impacts on water availability and use





	
SDG 8. Decent work and economic growth


	
Water is an important input for economic activity and an important growth factor. Water, sanitation and wastewater treatment supports a healthy work force. Enough educated people are needed to ensure reaching the water-related targets. Access to water and sanitation in the workplace is a core component of decent work with positive impact on workers’ productivity. Vocational training including for women is essential to ensure enough professional input and management. Career opportunities for women in the sector are crucial. Moving from unpaid to paid, from unsafe working conditions to safe conditions.





	
SDG 9. Industry, innovation and infrastructure


	
Industry relies on water resources and infrastructure. Tools like water stewardship standards need to be spread world-wide and implemented.





	
SDG 10. Reduced inequalities


	
SDG 6 and its targets can help reduce inequalities by ensuring essential water and sanitation services are available to all.





	
SDG 11. Sustainable cities and communities


	
Cities rely on water supply and sanitation. In several countries urbanisation has contributed to water pollution and scarcity. Improving water quality, wastewater treatment, rainwater collection and treatment, efficiency in water use is a prerequisite to sustainable cities and communities.





	
SDG 12. Responsible consumption and production


	
Sustainable and efficient use of water resources is fundamental...
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