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    Avertissement

    
      
        This phrasebook doesn’t claim to be a substitute for a
          language course, but if you devote a bit of time to reading
          it and learning a few useful phrases, you’ll quickly find that
          you’re able to participate in basic exchanges with French
          speakers, enriching your travel experience.

      

      
        A word of advice: don’t aim for perfection! Those you’re
          speaking to will forgive any mistakes and appreciate your
          efforts to communicate in their language. The main thing is
          to leave your inhibitions behind and speak!
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    How to use this book

    
      Section 1: Getting started in French

      
        Can you spare a half an hour a day? Do you have three weeks ahead of you before your trip? In that case, jump in with the mini-lessons specially developed to familiarize you with French in just 21 days. These mini-lessons are aimed at beginners with no prior knowledge of French and will give you the basics you need to understand and address people in all sorts of situations.

        • Discover the day’s lesson, using the phonetic transcriptions to help you read the French out loud. Repeat it as many times as you wish!

        • Check the translation in everyday English, as well as the word-for-word translation, which will help you get used to the structure of the language.

        • Read the notes that follow the lesson – these explain key linguistic points so you can apply them in other contexts.

        • Finally, do the short exercise to consolidate what you’ve learned.

      

      
        The next day, move on to the following lesson! Taking the time to do a little French each day is the most effective way to learn and remember it.

      

    

    
      Section 2: Conversing

      This section gives you the tools you’ll need for dealing with a variety of situations in which you might find yourself during your trip. It provides useful vocabulary and expressions that you can use in a range of contexts. The French is accompanied by a translation, as well as a phonetic transcription that will help you pronounce it. This ready-to-use ‘survival kit’ is all you need to be an independent traveller!

    

  
    
       
       
       
       
    

    France: facts & figures

    
      
        
          
            
              	Surface area (Continental France and Corsica)
              	551,500 km2
            

            
              	Population
              	65,630,692 (2012 est.)
            

            
              	Capital
              	Paris
            

            
              	Overseas departments, territories and collectivities
              	Guadeloupe, Martinique, French Guiana, Réunion, Mayotte, French Polynesia, Saint Pierre and Miquelon, Wallis and Futuna, St Martin, St Barthélemy, New Caledonia
            

            
              	Land boundaries
              	Andorra, Belgium, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, Monaco, Spain, Switzerland
            

            
              	Sea boundaries
              	English Channel, Atlantic Ocean, Mediterranean Sea
            

            
              	Languages
              	French; regional languages and dialects including Provençal, Breton, Alsatian, Corsican, Occitan, Catalan, Basque
            

            
              	Government
              	Republic governed by a president and a bicameral parliament called the Assemblée Nationale; France is divided into 27 régions and 101 départements
            

            
              	National holiday
              	14 July (Fête Nationale – commemorates the anniversary of the storming of the Bastille and the overthrow of the monarchy)
            

          
        

        France is the largest country in the European Union in area, and boasts diverse landscapes, from the mountain chains of the Alps in the east and the Pyrenees in the southwest to low-lying river basins such as the Rhône, which empties into the Mediterranean Sea. Mont Blanc (4,810 m) in the Alps is the highest point in Western Europe. France is often referred to as L’Hexagone because of its shape.

      

      
        The fifth largest economy in the world, the country has an advanced industrial economy and is also a major agricultural producer. It is at the political heart of Europe and is a leading member of international bodies such as NATO and the UN.

      

      
        France is a secular country, though the predominant religion has historically been Roman Catholicism. It also has the largest Jewish community in Europe, as well as the largest Muslim community, at 5–10% of the population.

      

      
        Today’s France is multicultural, with immigrants principally coming from other European countries, North Africa, Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. Apart from Paris, its major cities include Marseille and Lyon, both with over 1.5 million people, followed by Lille, Toulouse, Bordeaux and Nice.

      

      
        France is a very popular destination for tourists, making it the most visited country in the world!

      

    

  
    
       
       
       
       
    

    A bit of history

    
      
        Although archaeological finds indicate that the first modern humans arrived in France 40,000 years ago (and earlier ancestors were present long before that), the history of what we know now as France really begins with the region the Romans called Gaul, in reference to the Celtic Gauls who were the main group in the area. In the first millennium BC, colonies were established there by Greeks and Romans, and by 51 BCE Gaul had been conquered by Rome.

      

      
        In the later stages of the Roman Empire, Germanic Franks increased their dominance, and in 486 CE the Frankish King Clovis I united Gaul under his rule. The Franks ruled for hundreds of years, reaching their fullest extent under Charlemagne. The western part of Charlemagne’s empire, West Francia, became the Kingdom of France, and by 987 CE the French monarchy was established. The next centuries saw a succession of religious and political conflicts, but France grew in power and by the 16th century had started a colonial empire.

      

      
        In 1789, the French Revolution overthrew the monarchy, an event that shook the world. In the century that followed, the country alternated between different forms of government – from republic, to empire (under Napoleon Bonaparte), to monarchy, back to republic, and so on, finally settling into a more stable republic in 1870.

      

      
        In the 20th century, France was involved in both World Wars. It suffered huge losses in World War I, which left 1.4 million French dead. In World War II, the country was conquered by Nazi Germany, which occupied it from 1940–44. After its liberation at the end of World War II, France’s current form of government was established, and the country developed into the modern power it is today.

      

      
        Over its history, France has been influential in a number of fields, including literature, philosophy, science, art, film and fashion. Not to mention winemaking and cuisine, perhaps its most famous exports.

      

    

  
    
       
       
       
       
    

    The French language

    
      There are an estimated 260 million French speakers in the world. French is the second most studied foreign language after English. It is spoken in some 48 countries, not just in France and its overseas territories, but in parts of Belgium and Switzerland, Luxembourg, Monaco, Andorra, as well as Québec in Canada. It is also spoken in numerous African countries and in Southeast Asia. From its previous status as the language of diplomacy, it continues to play an important role in international institutions such as the UN and EU.

    

    
      The alphabet

      The good news is that the French alphabet is the same as the English alphabet, although the letters are pronounced differently.

      a [ah], b [bay], c [say], d [day], e [uh], f [ef], g [jzay], h [ash], i [ee], j [jzee], k [kah], l [el], m [em], n [en], o [oh], p [pay], q [kew], r [ehr], s [es], t [tay], u [ew], v [vay], w [doobluh vay], x [eeks], y [eegrek], z [zed]

    

    
      Pronunciation

      
        Unfortunately, French is not pronounced exactly like it is written. It also includes some sounds that don’t exist in English. The best way to pick it up is to use the phonetic transcriptions we’ve provided and read the text aloud, trying to put on the most exaggerated French accent you can! Don’t be embarrassed – French people won’t think you sound silly. It’s their language, and they will appreciate your efforts!

      

      
        Here are a few of the things English speakers find trickiest:

      

      
        • Silent letters : Certain letters in French words are not pronounced. This often occurs at the end of words, such as the final consonants: for example, salut [salew] hi. The French ‘h’ is also silent: homme [om] man.

        • Liaison : Sometimes a usually silent final consonant is pronounced if the following word starts with a vowel sound or mute ‘h’: les enfants [lay zahnfahn]. This is called ‘liaison’.

        • Nasal vowels : There are nasal vowel sounds in French that occur with syllables ending with ‘n’ or ‘m’. The ‘n’ or ‘m’ is silent, but makes the preceding vowel nasal. These don’t exist in English, but you can try to approximate them by pronouncing -ng (as in song) and then stopping before completing the g. We indicate this in the phonetic transcriptions with a superscript ‘n’: ah n.

        • The French ‘r’ : This is pronounced completely differently from the English ‘r’ – it is a guttural sound closer to the Spanish ‘j’ or the Scottish ‘ch’ sound in Loch Ness. To pronounce it, place the base of your tongue at the back of the throat and the tip of your tongue behind the lower teeth, as if you were coughing up a hairball!

        • The French ‘u’ : Careful! This is not the English oo sound, but closer to the ew in few. To pronounce it, tightly purse your lips with the tongue towards the front of the mouth, its tip resting against the lower teeth – basically, as if you were saying ‘ee’, but with your lips pursed.

      

      
        And remember: practice makes perfect!

      

      
        Ready? Let’s get started!

      

    

  
    Getting started
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      	DAY 2

      
      	DAY 3

      
      	DAY 4

      
      	DAY 5
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      	DAY 8

      
      	DAY 9

      
      	DAY 10

      
      	DAY 11

      
      	DAY 12

      
      	DAY 13
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      	DAY 15

      
      	DAY 16

      
      	DAY 17

      
      	DAY 18
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    DAY 1

    
      Je m’appelle…

      My name is…

      
        
          	
                
                  Bonjour ! Comment vous appelez-vous ?
                

                
                  bohnjzoor komahn voo zaplay voo
                

                
                  hello! how you(formal) call-yourself?
                

                
                  Hello! What’s your name?
                

              

          	
                
                  Je m’appelle Alexandre. Enchanté !
                

                
                  jzuh mapel aleksahndruh ahnshantay
                

                
                  i myself-call alexandre. enchanted!
                

                
                  My name is Alexandre. Pleased to meet you!
                

              

          	
                
                  D’où venez-vous ?
                

                
                  doo vuhnay voo
                

                
                  from-where come-you
                

                
                  Where are you from?
                

              

          	
                
                  Je viens d’Australie. J’habite à Brisbane.
                

                
                  jzuh vyan dohstralee jzabeet ah breesban
                

                
                  i come from-australia. I-live at brisbane.
                

                
                  I am from Australia. I live in Brisbane.
                

              

        

      

      
        Notes

        
          There are two ways to say you in French: tu and vous. Tu is the informal you when speaking to a relative, friend or child. Vous is formal and should be used to address someone older or who you don’t know well. Vous is also the plural you, for addressing more than one person. The formal vous should be used virtually any time you address a stranger, along with the vous form of the conjugated verb (the second-person plural).

        

        
          Je m’appelle (‘I call myself’) is the equivalent of My name is. The verb s’appeler to call oneself includes a reflexive pronoun, indicating that the subject is performing the action on itself (eg, myself, yourself, himself, etc.). These are often left out in English, but must be included in French. Here are some various forms:

          
            
              
                	
                      Comment t’appelles-tu ?
                    
                	
                      What’s your name? (informal singular)
                    
              

              
                	
                      Tu t’appelles…
                    
                	
                      Your name is … (inf. sing.)
                    
              

              
                	
                      Il/Elle s’appelle…
                    
                	
                      His/Her name is …
                    
              

              
                	
                      Vous vous appelez…
                    
                	
                      Your name is … (form.) / Your names are … (pl.)
                    
              

            
          

          In French you need to say where you ‘come’ from, rather than where you ‘are’ from: Je viens de (I come from) + the country. If the country starts with a vowel, Je viens de becomes Je viens d’ → Je viens d’Australie.

        

      

      
        Practice – Translate the following sentences:

        
          	What’s your name? (inf.)

          	Where are you from? (form.)

          	
                Je m’appelle Sophie.
              

          	
                J’habite à New York.
              

        

      

      
        Answers:

        
          	
                Comment t’appelles-tu ?
              

          	
                D’où venez-vous ?
              

          	My name is Sophie.

          	I live in New York.

        

      

    

  
    
       
       
       
       
    

    DAY 2

    
      Voici Hélène !

      Meet Hélène!

      
        
          	
                
                  Marc, je te présente Hélène, une amie.
                

                
                  mark jzuh tuh prayzahnt ehlen ewn amee
                

                
                  marc, I you(inf.) present helen, a friend
                

                
                  Marc, let me introduce you to my friend Helen.
                

              

          	
                
                  Enchanté ! Vous êtes ici en vacances ?
                

                
                  ahnshahntay voo zet eesee ahn vakahns
                

                
                  enchanted! you(form./pl.) are here in holidays?
                

                
                  Pleased to meet you! Are you here on holiday?
                

              

          	
                
                  Oui, je suis ici avec mon mari et mon fils.
                

                
                  wee jzuh swee eesee avek mohn maree eh mohn fees
                

                
                  yes, i am here with my husband and my son
                

                
                  Yes, I’m here with my husband and my son.
                

              

          	
                
                  Quel âge a votre fils ?
                

                
                  kel ajz ah votruh fees
                

                
                  what age has your(form./pl.) son?
                

                
                  How old is your son?
                

              

          	
                
                  Il a douze ans.
                

                
                  eel ah dooz ahn
                

                
                  he has twelve years
                

                
                  He is 12.
                

              

        

      

      
        Notes

        
          In French, you ‘have’ 30 years, rather than you ‘are’ 30 years old: J’ai trente ans ! To say this, you’ll need to know how to conjugate avoir to have. To ask someone’s age, you say:

          Quel âge as-tu ? (inf.) or Quel âge avez-vous ? (form.).

        

        
          When you introduce someone, you can say Voici Hélène. This is Helen. or Je vous présente Hélène. Let me introduce you to Hélène.

        

        
          avoir to have and être to be are both irregular verbs:

        

        
          
            
              
                	
                    avoir
                    to have
                  
                	
                    être
                    to be
                  
              

              
                	
                    j’ai
                  
                	
                    I have
                  
                	
                    je suis
                  
                	
                    I am
                  
              

              
                	
                    tu as
                  
                	
                    you have (inf. sing.)
                  
                	
                    tu es
                  
                	
                    you are (inf. sing.)
                  
              

              
                	
                    il/elle a
                  
                	
                    he/she/it has
                  
                	
                    il/elle est
                  
                	
                    he/she/it is
                  
              

              
                	
                    nous avons
                  
                	
                    we have
                  
                	
                    nous sommes
                  
                	
                    we are
                  
              

              
                	
                    vous avez
                  
                	
                    you have (form./pl.)
                  
                	
                    vous êtes
                  
                	
                    you are (form./pl.)
                  
              

              
                	
                    ils/elles ont
                  
                	
                    they have
                  
                	
                    ils/elles sont
                  
                	
                    they are
                  
              

            
          

        

        
          Every French noun has a gender: masculine or feminine. If the noun refers to a person, it takes the person’s gender: un ami a friend (male); une amie a friend (female). But nouns for inanimate objects also have a gender; it’s best to memorize the gender when you learn a new noun.

        

      

      
        Practice – Translate the following sentences:

        
          	This is Sophie.

          	I am thirty.

          	
                Quel âge as-tu ?
              

          	
                Il est en vacances ?
              

        

      

      
        Answers:

        
          
            	
                  Voici Sophie. / Je te/vous présente Sophie.
                

            	
                  J’ai trente ans.
                

            	How old are you? (inf.)

            	Is he on holiday?

          

        

      

    

  
    
       
       
       
       
    

    DAY 3

    
      Les passants

      Passers-by

      
        
          	
                
                  La femme est très grande !
                

                
                  la fam eh treh grahnd
                

                
                  the woman is very tall
                

                
                  The woman is very tall!
                

              

          	
                
                  Oui, et l’homme est petit !
                

                
                  wee eh lom eh puhtee
                

                
                  yes and the-man is small
                

                
                  Yes, and the man is small!
                

              

          	
                
                  Regarde, le chapeau bleu est vraiment joli !
                

                
                  ruhgard luh shapoh bluh eh vrehmahn jzolee
                

                
                  look, the hat blue is really pretty
                

                
                  Look, the blue hat is really pretty!
                

              

          	
                
                  Et les enfants sont si mignons !
                

                
                  eh lay zahnfahn sohn see meenyohn
                

                
                  and the children are so cute
                

                
                  And the children are so cute!
                

              

        

      

      
        Notes

        
          Don’t forget that most final consonants in French are silent. For example, in est the ‘st’ is not pronounced: est [eh]. Likewise, in plural words, the two final consonants are silent: enfants [ahnfahn]. But if the final consonant is followed by a silent e, it is pronounced: grande[grahnd].

        

        
          Following the above rule, les is normally pronounced [lay]. But if a normally silent consonant is followed by a word starting with a vowel or a mute ‘h’, the consonant is pronounced (les enfants = [lay zahnfahn]). This is called liaison.

        

        
          Le, la, les and l’ are all forms of the definite...
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Where do you live?

On the top floor.





