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      Mentions légales

      Résumé

      R. Kingdon a rassemblé les passages où Vermigli exprime sa pensée politique, tirés de ses commentaires bibliques. Il en donne la version originale latine et la traduction anglaise contemporaine. Ces textes sont précédés d'une introduction sur les sources d'inspiration de Vermigli, sur le contenu de sa pensée politique, en particulier la justification de la résistance à l'Etat, et sur l'influence de ses idées dans la pensée politique protestante de l'époque de la Réforme.
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      Introduction

      Almost all of the leaders of the Protestant Reformation had to grapple with problems in political throught. Their challenges to papal direction of the Christian Church and their calls for new ecclesiastical structures automatically carried political consequences of considerable significance. The institutions of the Roman Catholic Church had become so intimately intertwined with the institutions of secular government that a challenge to Catholicism inevitably entailed a challenge to existing political arrangements. In the second half of the sixteenth century these Protestant challenges provoked particularly violent Catholic reactions within the countries in which was spreading that form of early Protestantism which some label Reformed and others label Calvinist, after John Calvin, its best known spokesman. These threats to the very existence of their movement provoked many Reformed thinkers to elaborate ideas of considerable significance about the true nature of the State, the proper functions of the State, and the legitimacy of resistance to the state. Peter Martyr Vermigli was one of the most articulate and influential of these Reformed thinkers, and yet his political ideas have attracted relatively little attention1
. This book hopes to remedy that oversight.

      

      Vermigli’s career exposed him personally to an unusually great number of Catholic threats. In 1542, he had fled his native Italy when his efforts to introduce a Reformed regime into the city of Lucca had helped provoke the violent general reaction which led to the establishment of the Roman Inquisition and other repressive measures. He soon settled in the Protestant city of Strasbourg, within the Holy Roman Empire of the German nation, as a teacher at the humanist academy established there by Johann Sturm. In 1547, however, the Catholic emperor decisively defeated the German Protestant armies and began to make plans for the general imposition of a modified Catholic settlement throughout the entire empire. This posed a severe threat to the Protestant regime in Strasbourg. Vermigli, Bucer, and several others in that city accepted invitations to move to England, where Vermigli was appointed to a royal chair at Oxford. He lost this choice position in 1553, however, when Mary Tudor became queen and moved swiftly to re-establish Catholicism. In the company of a number of English exiles, Vermigli returned to Strasbourg and resumed teaching at Sturm’s academy. Strasbourg was now more securely Protestant, thanks to successful resistance to the imperial settlement led by militant Lutherans, but it was also increasingly committed to a rigidly Lutheran form of Protestantism which made Vermigli uncomfortable. This led him in 1556 to accept an invitation to teach in Zurich. There at last he found personal security until his death in 1562. Even in Zurich, however, Vermigli could not remain unaware of political threats to the Reformed movement. Shortly before he died he travelled to France to attend the colloquy of Poissy, a conference between Catholic and Protestant theologians sponsored by the royal government. There he was exposed to the tensions which were soon to plunge France into several decades of religious war2
.

      His personal experience of these repeated threats to a religious movement to which he was totally committed, may well explain why Vermigli devoted a great deal of attention to political matters. At any rate the unusual amount of this attention provides one justification for a study of his political thought.

      This attention is not expressed, to be sure, in separate treatises devoted solely to political matters. That may explain why modern historians of political thought have not explored Vermigli at much length. His political ideas are rather embedded within the Biblical commentaries which he prepared as lectures for his students at Strasbourg, Oxford, and Zurich. Some of these commentaries were prepared for publication by Vermigli himself, others were published by friends and students afterhe died, and they were all mined for a collection of Loci communes
 or Common Places
, first issued in 1576, well after his death. This collection became a standard work of reference. An examination of it, in comparison with other standard works of the same type, provides striking evidence of the relative extent of the interest in politics displayed by Vermigli and his editors.

      The collections often titled Loci communes
 or Common Places
 were intended for the education and continuing reference of clergymen. They surveyed all theology systematically and generally concluded with a considération of the human institutions through which the divine message is mediated, specifically the church and the state. The format for these collections was set by Philip Melanchthon, whose Loci communes
 were the first and most influential of the genre. In its earliest edition of 1521, the next to the last section is a very brief analysis of “magistrates”, a common term for governments, primarily s.ecular but sometimes also ecclesiastical. The page or so on the secular magistrate provides a first statement for general circulation of Melanchthon’s point of view on political problems. In its final edition of 1559, Melanchthon extended considerably this part of his general analysis. Now there are lengthy separate chapters on both the church and the secular state. The latter, titled “On civil magistrates and the dignity of political things”, is again toward the end of the collection3
.

      Melanchthon’s collection was used primarily by Lutherans, of course, even after the growing challenge to his theological authority mounted within the Lutheran camp by Gnesio-Lutherans late in the century. The most influential collection of the same type developed for the Reformed branch of the Protestant movement was the celebrated Institutes of the Christian Religion
 drafted by John Calvin. Its proportions reveal the general Reformed shift from a nearly exclusive pre-occupation with questions of faith to an interest in both faith and order. It follows much the same pattern of organization as the Melanchthon collection but now devotes an entire book, the last of four, to the human institutions through which God works His will. In the final editions of that work, in Latin of 1559 and in French of 1560, some nineteen chapters of the fourth book deal with the church, only one, again the last, deals with secular government. This last chapter contains, in its thirty-first section, Calvin’s well-known if brief and cryptic defense of political resistance4
.

      Of the several later versions of this basic type of reference work prepared for the Reformed community, very likely the most influential was the Loci communes
 of Peter Martyr Vermigli. It was not, as we have noted, compiled by Vermigli himself. It was rather put together by his disciples, encouraged by Beza and Bullinger, the surviving leaders of the movement5
. The loci
 which make it up, however, clearly are the work of Vermigli, for they are selected from among the short systematic treatises on set theological topics with which he laced his Biblical commentaries. The general organization of Vermigli’s Loci communes
 was deliberately designed to parallel that of Calvin’s Institutes
, with a fourth part again assigned to human institutions. But there is a further important shift in proportions. For Vermigli’s analysis of politics is not limited to one concluding chapter, as in Melanchthon and Calvin. It rather fills chapter 13 through 20 (or 21 – depending on the edition) of Part IV, eight (or nine) full chapters. There are, in addition, passages of political analysis in other chapters, devoted primarily to the church or to other subjects. Altogether Vermigli’s Loci
 devotes to political topics several times as much space as the other reference works to which it is most comparable. While Vermigli’s political ideas may not be strikingly original or unusual, they are certainly presented in an unusually extended and systematic form.

      A second justification for a study of Vermigli’s political thought can be found in the publication history of his writings. The full extent of that publication history is demonstrated by the short-title list appended to this book. Altogether more than one hundred editions of Vermigli’s works were published in centers of Reformed leaming during the late sixteenth and the early seventeenth centuries. There were at least fourteen editions of the Loci communes
 alone issued between 1576 and 1656 : three in London, two in Zurich, three in Heidelberg, four in Geneva, one each in Basel and Amsterdam-Frankfurt. For much of the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries this work was clearly a reference of fundamental importance to Calvinists. Several generations of Reformed clergymen in England, Switzerland, and Germany learned much of their theology from it. They also, I would suggest, learned much of their political thought from the same source. This work may thus help explain the militant mentality among these leaders which led to the Thirty Years’ War in Germany and the Puritan Revolution in England. The influence of the Loci communes
, furthermore, was surely reinforced by study of the many editions of the individual Biblical commentaries containing these and additional loci
, in the contexts within which Vermigli had written them. Of these Biblical commentaries, the most important for loci
 on politics, as we shall see, was on Judges. It went through seven editions : five in Zurich, one in London, one in Heidelberg. The other Biblical commentaries in which political loci
 can be found went through between four and eight editions each, again in Zurich, Basel, London, or Heidelberg. They all clearly reached much of the same market as did the Loci communes.



      A third justification for a study of Vermigli’s political thought can be found in its content. While Vermigli’s intellectual position was seldom strikingly original, and often runs closely parallel to the positions of Bucer, Calvin, and Bullinger, there are distinctive elements in parts of his thought. The political ideas of Zwingli and Calvin, the two founders of the Reformed movement, reflect the fact that both spent most of their ministries in free cities. Their thought is thus conditioned by the urban setting in which it was developed and is most appropriate to the political problems faced by city governments trying to gain control over religious establishments in the relatively small territories under their jurisdiction while at the same time fending off threats of interference from a number of external governmental authorities. Much of Vermigli’s career had also been spent in free cities, but an important part of it had been at Oxford, as a royal professor in a national university, in close touch with leading advisers to the crown. This may explain why Vermigli’s political thought was in many subtle ways more appropriate to the needs of a principality, to a monarchic government seeking to control a somewhat larger religious establishment and threatened externally only by the most powerful states in Europe.

      The distinctive elements in Vermigli’s political writings are partly a resuit of the form in which they are expressed. Most of his loci
 are tightly organized and self-contained little treatises appended to a commentary on a verse or group of verses in the Bible, not always with any very obvious connection to the passages of Scripture they are supposed to illuminate. They often begin with an etymology of a key term, including consideration of Hebrew, Greek, and Latin forms of this term. Examples in this book can be found in the loci
 on the magistrate, on war, and on sedition. This suggests Vermigli’s humanist training and his commitment to tri-lingual analysis of the text of Scripture. They then proceed to a definition, often illuminated with a number of distinctions and further analyzed with use of the four-fold Aristotelian schema of causes. Examples in this book can be found in the definition of the magistrate contained within the commentary on Romans 13 and the loci
 on war and on sedition. This suggests Vermigli’s thorough grounding in Aristotelian philosophy, dating back to his training at the University of Padua, and his refusal ever to follow such Protestant leaders as Luther in decisively rejecting this background. The loci
 often also include a set of statements on two sides of an issue, with refutations one by one of the statements with which Vermigli does not agree. Examples in this book can be found in the retorts to Catholic arguments for the temporal powers of the papacy in the locus
 on the magistrate and in retorts to Anabaptist arguments for pacifism in the locus
 on war. This suggests the scholastic method of disputation in which Vermigli had been trained, again at the University of Padua, in the Augustinian house of studies to which he had been assigned as a young religious6
.

      

      A further appreciation of Vermigli’s distinctive political position can be gained from analysis of its sources. He was often quite explicit in identifying the source of an authority cited as a part of his argument. In fact he often quotes a source precisely. Even where his allusions are comparatively vague, it is usually possible to locate his source. The sources for his political writings are identified in the notes to the texts included in this volume. They reveal an interesting pattern.

      

      The most obvious sources for Vermigli’s political thought come from the Christian tradition, especially as it is summarized in the Bible. Since his loci
 were all originally drafted as parts of commentaries on books of the Bible, they bear some relation, even if sometimes forced, to the Bible passages to which they are appended. Vermigli lectured on books of the New Testament at Oxford, specifically on the Pauline epistles from which the most characteristic theological doctrines of the Protestant movement had been developed. His commentaries on the epistle to the Romans, and in particular on the celebrated verses at the beginning of chapter 13 on the religious duty of individuals to obey the rulers to whom they are subject, provided him with a first opportunity to develop some political ideas. His fundamental ideas on the nature of the state, the functions of the state, and the legitimacy of resistance to the state are, in fact, first stated there. Most of his later comments on politics, furthermore, contain cross-references to the first verses of Romans 13. And they also often include allusions to the classic patristic commentaries on these verses, above all the homily number 23 by St. John Chrysostom on Romans 13.

      

      But Vermigli actually spent more of his time lecturing on books of the Old Testament. This was his primary responsibility both of the times he taught at Strasbourg and again in Zurich. The matter of the Old Testament, furthermore, in some ways lends itself more than the New Testament to political commentary. The historical books of the Old Testament, after all, are largely a political history of the tribes of Israel. And it was this very part of the Old Testament upon which Vermigli most often lectured. Accordingly his most extended and most thoughtful loci
 on politics are to be found in his Old Testament commentaries. They are to be found above all in the commentary on Judges which he prepared during his second stay in Strasbourg, from 1553 to 1556, and which he himself arranged for publication in 1561, after his arrival in Zurich. The content of Judges, of course, makes it a particularly suitable starting point for speculation on politics, since it recounts the history of the tribes of Israel during a period of political turmoil when there was considerable debate about the appropriate form of government for the community. Vermigli’s decision to lecture on Judges at that time, furthermore, may reflect a particular interest in politics right then. When he arrived in Strasbourg in 1553, he was in flight from the newly Catholic government of Mary in England. He was accompanied by a number of English Protestant students and other exiles who were eagerly hoping and working for an overthrow of the government of Mary and an early return to a Protestant government. Several of them later followed him to Zurich. He arrived in Strasbourg, furthermore, when it was re-establishing its own shaky Protestant settlement, thanks to the stubbom resistance led by conservative Lutheran cities and princes within the Holy Roman Empire to the attempts of the imperial government to force all of Germany to return to the Roman Catholic fold. This resistance achieved its final success only in 1555, while Vermigli was in residence, with the promulgation of the Religious Peace of Augsburg. It is finally at least possible that he was influenced, while preparing these commentaries for publication, by reports of the growing determination of the Reformed in France to resist royal efforts to eliminate them. Whatever the reasons, Vermigli’s most extended, most sophisticated, and most thoughtful statements on politics are to be found within the Judges commentary.

      The Judges commentaries do not exhaust, to be sure, the stock of Vermigli’s writings on politics. He continued to reflect on the subject after he was settled in Zurich. There he lectured on the books of Samuel and Rings from the Old Testament and those commentaries also contain some significant loci
 on political topics.

      In interpreting Scripture, Vermigli followed the usual practice of magisterial Protestants. He assumed that the two testaments carry a single and coherent message and he tried to extract it by using Scripture to interpret Scripture. He indignantly rejected, for example, the Anabaptist argument that the New Testament law of love superseded the Old Testament law of vengeance, and insisted that there was a place for both in contemporary Christian society. In developing his interpretation, furthermore, he relied frequently on the Church Fathers, using patristic writers as authoritative explanations of what specific verses really mean. He used the writings of St. Augustine with particular frequency, quoting him lavishly, usually with approval, although occasionally in disagreement. In doing this, of course, he was making good use of his own training as a member of an Augustinian order. He was also associating himself closely with the other leaders of the Protestant Reformation, most obviously Martin Luther, another former member of an Augustinian order. A close examination of Vermigli’s patristic citations, however, reveals that not all of them came directly from editions of the Church Fathers. A surprising number, including many from Augustine, came from the Corpus Iuris Canonici
, the authoritative compilation of Roman Catholic church law.

      

      Another obvious set of sources for Vermigli’s political ideas is to be found in the writings of classical antiquity. He depends particularly heavily, as one might expect, on Aristotle’s Politics
. His most striking use of that work is his adoption of Aristotle’s analysis of the types of government into six categories, according to the locus of sovereignty in each : three good types – monarchy, aristocracy, and polity – matched by the three bad types into which they tend to degenerate – tyranny, oligarchy, and democracy. Vermigli applies this pattern of analysis both to church and state. In his application to the church, he argues that its government in reality conforms to the classical ideal of a mixed government, incorporating the best features of the three good types. It is monarchic in that Christ is its King and remains its supreme legislator, even though He is in Heaven. It is aristocratic in that it is ruled by “bishops, elders, doctors” and others, chosen by merit rather than by wealth, favor, or birth. It is popular in that some of its most important decisions, for example as to whether to excommunicate a notorious sinner, should be “referred unto the people”7
.

      

      Elsewhere this pattern of analysis is applied even more closely to the secular state. Vermigli’s locus
 on the magistrate, for example, begins with a statement which is close to a quotation from Aristotle : “the form of magistrates is not of one sort but manifold : as monarchy (the government of one), aristocracy (the rule of many good men), and polity (politic government). Or else tyranny (where one rules for his own commodity), oligarchy (where a few be in authority), and democracy (when the people bear the sway)”. While Vermigli does not refer specifically to the passage in the Politics
 (III.v.i-iv) which contains the same analysis, he does give an explicit credit to ancient thinkers by following his own statement with this comment : “the...
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