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INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT FORUM

The International Transport Forum is an intergovernmental body within the OECD family. The Forum is a global platform for transport policy makers and stakeholders. Its objective is to serve political leaders and a larger public in developing a better understanding of the role of transport in economic growth and the role of transport policy in addressing the social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development. The Forum organises a Conference for Ministers and leading figures from civil society each May in Leipzig, Germany.




The International Transport Forum was created under a Declaration issued by the Council of Ministers of the ECMT (European Conference of Ministers of Transport) at its Ministerial Session in May 2006 under the legal authority of the Protocol of the ECMT, signed in Brussels on 17 October 1953, and legal instruments of the OECD. The Forum’s Secretariat is located in Paris.




The members of the Forum are: Albania, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, FYROM, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Mexico, Moldova, Montenegro, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, the United Kingdom and the United States.




The OECD and the International Transport Forum established a Joint Transport Research Centre in 2004. The Centre conducts co-operative research programmes addressing all modes of transport to support policymaking in member countries and contribute to the Ministerial sessions of the International Transport Forum.





















 Further information about the International 
Transport Forum is available on Internet at the 
following address: 
www.internationaltransportforum.org
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INTRODUCTION

The main purpose of this publication is to describe the most recent trends in the transport sector in the member countries of the International Transport Forum, and to illustrate, through graphs and tables, the changes that have taken place in this sector since 1970.




Trends in transport in the ITF area have been analysed on the basis of statistical data expressed in passenger-kilometres and tonne-kilometres provided by the 51 countries that were members of the ITF in 2008. In order to calculate overall trends based on as large a number of countries as possible, the indicators used in several graphs include estimates for certain countries which do not as yet have the most recent data available.




The statistical data given in the detailed tables relate to the last year for which comprehensive and uniform data provided by member countries were available at the time this brochure was compiled, namely 2007.

As far as possible, more recent indicators, relating to 2008, are also shown. This information is discussed in the written part of the brochure and highlighted in boxes.


The brochure is divided into five sections. The first consists of a brief analysis of the economic context and the trends in international trade based on OECD and WTO analysis. The second section addresses the issue of transport within ITF countries, and begins by presenting indications of the trends in maritime and air transport at global level. The third section discusses road safety, and the fourth presents the aggregated trends in investment in transport infrastructure. The fifth presents the statistical data in the form of tables.




3. THE ROAD SAFETY RECORD IN ITF COUNTRIES IN 2007

More than 150 000 people were killed and more than 6 million injured in road accidents in ITF member countries during 2007. While these figures represent a decline in the number of deaths from the previous year, they still show that road travel is taking a terrible toll. Within the European zone of the ITF, it amounts to wiping out the entire population of a city the size of Nancy in France, or Reykjavík in Iceland, and sending all the residents of Rome...
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