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	Covering approximately the century between 1300 and 1200 BC, the Late Minoan IIIB phase remains a blurred episode of Minoan civilisation. Archaeological data present a contradictory picture: on the one hand, they suggest a time of prosperity. with favourable conditions of subsistence and growth; on the other hand, there are signs of trouble illustrated by a series of abandonments of century-old occupied settlements. Did these processes take place simultaneously, in succession or were they punctual? Can we make sense of the various hale Minoan IIIB developments from a chronological perspective? How can a region-by region analysis inform us about the various island communities and their histories during the 13th century BC? The international workshop which the present volume reflects took place at the UCLouvainin Belgium on the 24th and 25th of October 2013. It specifically addressed these questions and focused on the gradual transformation of Cretan society throughout the 13th century BC by concentrating on a single aspect of its material culture: the pottery. It was our infention to bring together a number of ceramic experts in charge of the study of Late Minoan IIIB pottery deposits in a selection of Cretan sites. We wanted them to discuss, confront and contextualise their respective assemblages. The gathering was successful in many ways and not in the least because not only we managed to progress on a variety of thorny issues but it was also a real treat to assist in the thrilling exchanges between the inspiring personalities who compose the ’family’ of Minoan (and Mycenaean) pottery specialists.
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          1. The Late Minoan IIIB Phase on Crete

          The State of Play and Future Perspectives

        

        Charlotte Langohr

      

      
        
          General introduction

           Despite covering a span of about a century between 1300 and 1200 BC, the Late Minoan IIIB (hereafter LM IIIB) phase remains a blurred episode of the Minoan civilisation. Seminal works (e.g. Kanta 1980; Hallager & Hallager 1997; Driessen & Farnoux 1997; D’Agata & Moody 2005) and a growing number of recent publications on a range of Cretan sites and archaeological assemblages (for a last update, see Karetsou & Girella 2015: 222, n. 637) have illustrated how this period has long been underappreciated and difficult to apprehend. Though originally considered a period of decline (Evans 1928: 551; Popham 1964: 8-9) archaeological data now suggest both a time of regional prosperity, with some areas witnessing “a population explosion […] which suggests favourable conditions of subsistence and growth” (Kanta 1980: 322) and one of “turmoil […] inferred from a series of destructions and abandonments of sites” (Kanta 2001: 13) which, in several instances, put an end to a continuous, century-long occupation. Were these conditions, events and upheavals simultaneous, successive or disparate? Can we make sense of the various LM IIIB developments from a chronological perspective? How can a region-to-region analysis inform us about the population and prosperity of LM IIIB Crete? And did the observed troubles lead to a collapse of sorts among the system of autonomous and interacting regional centres that had characterised the earlier LM IIIA2 (late) and LM IIIB (early) landscape and thus to the ultimate abandonment of numerous sites towards the end of the 13th c. BC?

          The conference

           We proposed to address these questions and to re-examine the gradual transformation of Cretan society throughout this century by concentrating on one aspect of its material culture: the pottery. For this reason, the international workshop organised by our Aegis research group at UCLouvain1, Belgium, on the 24th and 25th of October 2013, specifically focused on bringing together experts in charge of the study of LM IIIB pottery at different Cretan sites to discuss, confront and contextualise their respective assemblages. Not only did the gathering of these experienced scholars allow for progress on the scientific issues which were tackled, it was also the occasion of thrilling exchanges between the inspiring personalities who compose the big family of Minoan (and Mycenaean) pottery specialists. The results of this stimulating workshop are presented in this volume. In the course of this introduction, I will briefly summarise these contributions, and then attempt to organise and reformulate the essential questions we sought to address in light of the presentations herein2.

          The contributors

           This book comprises the written versions of papers delivered at the invited international workshop ‘How Long is a Century? Late Minoan IIIB Pottery: Relative Chronology and Regional Differences’ organised in October 2013, apart from the contribution of Fotini Nezeri on LM IIIA2-IIIB Armenoi, which is, however, available as a podcast, as are all other papers3. It does, however, also include a chapter on Haghia Triada by Anna Lucia D’Agata, who was not able to join us for the workshop, as well as two additional contributions on LM IIIB Phaistos and Kato Gouves, by Elisabetta Borgna and Despina Chatzi-Vallianou respectively4.

           The order of the contributions follows a geographical route, with the presentation of sites from West Crete to East Crete. The volume thus begins with Khania, a fitting way to set the scene, as it is the sole Minoan settlement where two major LM IIIB sub-phases are clearly evidenced in the stratigraphy. Birgitta Hallager offers an insightful analysis of the pottery assemblages derived from the two superimposed LM IIIB settlements which delineate two distinct phases in the local ceramic sequence: LM IIIB1 and LM IIIB2. Furthermore, the evidence for imports of pottery from within and outside the island in the LM IIIB settlements at Khania, along with the exports of products of the Kydonian Workshop to various sites in Crete, the Aegean, Cyprus, Sardinia and Southern Italy is clear indication of the various and fruitful exchanges of goods that took place in this period. Hallager also addresses the question of the evidence for resident foreigners in LM IIIB Khania.

           Moving directly to Central Crete, Knossos is the ideal place to pursue the investigation. In her comprehensive contribution on this settlement with a particularly complicated stratigraphy and history, Eleni Hatzaki focuses on the results of the Little Palace North Project (LPN), in order to provide a diachronic picture of the activities which took place in the core elite sector of urban Late Bronze Age Knossos. The LM IIIA2-B stratigraphical, architectural, and ceramic sequence is presented in detail. The significance and limitations of the LPN ceramic sequence are discussed within the framework of the overall Knossian LM III ceramic sequence, as outlined in the Knossos Pottery Handbook (Hatzaki 2007). The emerging picture shows that the landscape of Knossos underwent a series of drastic changes in the Final Palatial and Postpalatial periods, which are here contextualised within the cultural milieu of LM III Knossos and LM IIIB Crete in general.

           Recent excavations in the Aposelemis gorge, which runs from Kalo Chorio to the north coast, between Gouves and Chersonissos, have brought to light several Minoan sites of difficult access. One of those, Kalamafka, has been fully excavated and is here presented by Athanasia Kanta & Danae Kontopodi. This small cave site midway up the sheer gorge cliff sheltered a small community during the LM IIIB period. The site, not far from Knossos, Kato Gouves, Malia and Sissi, and other sites in the Pediada region, has produced an interesting group of pottery that provides both evidence for exchange and suggestions of historical events in Central Crete during LM IIIB.

           The excavation of the potters’ quarter and workshop installations at Kato Gouves on the north-central coast of Crete produced large assemblages of LM IIIB pottery, including the last firings of pots still inside kilns. Despina Chatzi-Vallianou focuses on a few specific contexts rich in material, especially a kiln and a housing area which both provide definite information on the local ceramic sequence and the activities associated with these structures, and considers their duration. She also examines some specific ‘tools’ found in situ in a potter’s workshop, which allow her to infer very particular techniques used for the decoration of LM IIIA2-B vases. Comparanda for the LM IIIB pottery assemblages from Kato Gouves from other Cretan and Mainland centres are carefully examined.

           Kostas Paschalidis, Nikos Panagiotakis & Marina Panagiotaki for the first time present the very important groups of LM IIIB pottery collected from 46 unexcavated sites in the Pediada region during the archaeological survey conducted in this area of Central Crete by Nikos Panagiotakis. These assemblages are carefully discussed in typo-stylistic terms and geographical contexts. Moreover, the authors offer their sound reading of the particular nature of the settlements and standards of life in the Pediada during the 13th c. BC.

           Further east, the excavations of Quartier Nu at Malia and on the hilltop of Sissi have brought to light large architectural complexes with extensive evidence for LM IIIB occupation. In both cases, primary deposits with a large number of restorable pots specifically date to this phase. Although the study of these assemblages is still ongoing, Charlotte Langohr gives a preliminary examination of the local ceramic sequence at Sissi, of the degree of common regional traditions between Sissi and Malia, and of the involvement of both sites in different interregional ceramic distribution networks. Indeed, architectural and stratigraphical data at Sissi suggest the recognition of at least two different stages within the LM IIIB occupation of the main building. Changes in the ceramic repertoire as well as related activities at the site are examined accordingly, and then considered in the broader framework of regional developments.

           Excavations at Kommos produced important evidence for LM IIIB occupation, including some stratified sequences of LM IIIB ceramic material. Jeremy Rutter gives an in-depth analysis of floor deposits and major fills dating to LM IIIB and excavated in different areas of the site, both in the residential structures and in the harbour (Southern Area) where the continuous use of the six large galleries or shipsheds is manifest. He also assesses the nature and extent of contacts with other sites and regions both within Crete and off-island. LM IIIB pottery assemblages from Kommos are scrutinised at different scales, from distinct local features to broader similarities and differences relative to contemporaneous assemblages elsewhere on the island. This includes an enlightening examination of the evidence for different regionally produced transport containers which allows to consider the importance of the export activities which were still undertaken from the harbour town of Kommos in LM IIIB.

           The monumental buildings of non-residential nature excavated at Haghia Triada correspond to a long LM II-III episode during which these structures underwent important architectural transformations suggesting a changing political landscape. Anna Lucia D’Agata focuses on the LM IIIA2 final-LM IIIB horizon at the site and considers in particular the stratigraphic sequence identified to the east of the Stoà dell’Agorà. Here a dump provided evidence for two distinct layers relative to the LM IIIB phase, respectively linked by the author to LM IIIB early and LM IIIB advanced-to-late sub-phases that she connects in turn on stylistic grounds to other LM IIIB pottery groups from other contexts of the town. D’Agata also considers regional and extra-regional synchronisms for these different pottery assemblages. Finally, she examines their functional contexts in the light of the social and economic activities which punctuated this specific time frame at Haghia Triada until its abandonment at the end of the phase.

           A few kilometres to the east, the LM IIIB settlement at Phaistos has often been considered insubstantial, mostly attested by unstratified pottery on the Acropoli Mediana and other stray finds. Elisabetta Borgna’s thorough reappraisal of the LM IIIB data allows us to gain new insights about the extent, nature and chronology of the related occupation and activities at the site. Indeed the stratified contexts under discussion fill important gaps in the archaeological record concerning the 13th c. BC at Phaistos, while also highlighting some diachronic local developments. The LM IIIB occupation of Phaistos may have been more important than previously thought, as future research will potentially confirm.

           The LM IIIB reoccupation of the Neopalatial villa at Kannia in the central area of the Mesara is considered in detail by Nicola Cucuzza. Its destruction in an advanced or final phase of LM IIIB caused the formation of large floor deposits that are all pointing to important cult activities taking place inside the building. These data are all the more significant as very little is known about the LM III occupation of the Central and Eastern Mesara. Moreover, the destruction of the villa is contemporaneous with the profound changes observed in the so-called Great Minoan Triangle, with the abandonment of Haghia Triada and Kommos but without any signs of violence, and the renewed growth of Phaistos.

           Angus Smith examines the LM IIIB pottery found in the different tombs of the LM IIIA2 to LM IIIC cemetery at Myrsini Aspropilia, close to Mochlos in Eastern Crete. A particular concern is given to local versus imported wares and this pattern is compared to those witnessed both in the cemetery and settlement of Mochlos. A diachronic perspective of the changes observed among local and imported pottery in this region from LM IIIA2 to LM IIIB informs us on the transformation of economic activities among these communities, but also on aspects of local and regional identity as expressed through changes in mortuary customs.

           The LM IIIB phase at Palaikastro on the east coast of Crete coincides with a new and very different horizon at the site, with the development of several small ephemeral and isolated settlements. These correspond to the local Period XVI in the long stratigraphy and history of the site, during which no building or area within the settlement was continuously inhabited. Tim Cunningham offers a detailed and inspiring account of the occupation and pottery assemblages of this major site between its sudden desertion at the end of LM IIIA2 and the last LM IIIC settlement on the summit of the coastal hill of Kastri. The LM IIIB town of Palaikastro was of a very different nature than its LM IIIA2 predecessor, a limited re-use of an old environment, showing new habits in pottery consumption and daily activities5.

           Last but not least, Colin Macdonald has greatly contributed to the present volume, first as a chairman during the sessions of the workshop and, second, as editor of the English texts. Once again I would like to warmly thank all these colleagues for their generous participation in this project and their indulgent patience in regard to the time it took me the edit and finalise this book.

           Finally, I would like to thank the ARC ‘A World in Crisis?’ and its director, Jan Driessen, as well as the FNRS (Fonds de la Recherche Scientifique), WB1 (Wallonie-Bruxelles International), INCAL (Institut des Civilisations Arts et Lettres, UCL), and CEMA (Centre d’Étude des Mondes Antiques, UCL) for their financial support, and the members of the Aegis research group for their precious help during the workshop, in particular Nicolas Kress (for filming the entire workshop but also for type-setting the volume), Frédéric Verolleman (for the podcasting), and Nathalie Coisman for her help in the practical organisation of the two meeting days.

          Discussion

          1. Issues

           At the origin of the organisation of this workshop is the idea that a general reappraisal of the LM IIIB ceramic sequence in the different regions of the island would surely help a diachronic fine-tuning and a regional understanding of the ongoing socio-political transformations which punctuated this century of history. Published stratified deposits from Khania (Hallager & Hallager 2003; 2011) and Knossos (Hatzaki 2007) introduced a division of LM IIIB in two sub-phases. The phases at the two sites, however, were not the same. Moreover, further evidence for a temporal subdivision of this long period of time throughout the different regions of Crete was in need of reassessment. Indeed, the entire LM IIIB phase has most often been considered as a single historical period at the scale of the island, this for lack of stratigraphical evidence, while this period, until proven otherwise, covers about one hundred years of history, or approximately four generations (see point 3 below). It was expected then that convergent efforts in comparing and hopefully synchronising our ceramic assemblages along with stratigraphic and contextual data would provide a better articulation of such a long episode. Moreover, choices in ceramic production, exchanges and use are inherently social; hence, these could potentially inform us about the definition, maintenance and/or transformation of the sociocultural practices and organisation of the groups using this pottery, i.e. Cretan LM IIIB population.

           As shown throughout the different contributions, the period following the destruction of the last palace at Knossos in LM IIIA2 and the disappearance of its hegemony witnessed two major phenomena. First, the resurgence of newly independent regional power centres throughout the island, and second, the continuation – or intensification – of commercial and cultural exchanges within Crete and with the Aegean, as well as more occasionally with the Central and Eastern Mediterranean. Both these trends – regionalism and interconnectivity – tend to be well reflected by ceramic assemblages. Therefore, it was our intention to explore the dynamics related to these two different processes as revealed by pottery analyses. Moreover, on the basis...
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