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	This volume presents the results of the excavations conducted by the University of Copenhagen at Pontecagnano (Prop. Avallone), located some 8 km southeast of Salerno in the northern part (the Ager Picentinus) of the Sele Plain in Campania.

        
	The excavations revealed a part of the residential zone of the ancient town with two main phases of occupation, the first belonging to the late Classical/early Hellenistic period (second half of 4th to early 3rd century BC) and the second to the late Republican period (2nd to first half of 1st century BC). Both phases represent crucial periods in the history of Southern Italy. The first is a period of turmoil due to the Roman penetration southwards, while the second period falls after a period of crisis after the Second Punic War. The structures of the first phase form part of a general reorganization of the Etruscan-Campanian settlement and testify to a community of some wealth. A habitation unit provided with a stone-paved courtyard and polychrome stucco illustrates this. In the second phase the zone was only partly reoccupied. During Imperial times the area was frequented in a sporadic manner.

        
	The book adds considerably to our knowledge of the settlement of ancient Pontecagnano. It is the most complete work on a habitation context published so far, and it offers a fine selection of all groups of archaeological material from this important site.
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          Foreword and acknowledgements

        

        Birgit Tang

      

      
        
           The Danish excavations at Pontecagnano were undertaken as a trilateral cooperation between the Chair of Classical Archaeology at the University of Copenhagen (represented by Prof. I. Strøm), the Dipartimento di Studi del Mondo Classico e del Mediterraneo Antico, Istituto Universitario Orientate, Naples (represented by Prof. B. d’Agostino), and the Soprintendenza Archeologica di Salerno, Avellino e Benevento (represented by the Soprintendente, first Dr. W. Johannowsky, and later Dr. G. Tocco), and-acting on behalf of the latter-the Museo Archeologico Nazionale dell’Agro Picentino (when the project started directed by Dr. L. Cerchiai, later by Dr. A. De Lagi and Dr. A. Iacoe).

           The fieldwork was undertaken as three excavation campaigns in 1986, 1989 and 1990, followed by registration campaigns in 1987, 1991 and 1992. Having completed the excavation campaigns and the registration campaigns, an overall classification of the finds was made. In the years from 1993 onwards some of the former student participants of the excavations were entrusted with the cataloguing of one or more of the groups of material. Unfortunately, this procedure led to a fragmentation of the research, the more so, as some of the members of the group gave up archaeology altogether, and untimely abandoned the studies of their material groups.

           The project was from the outset directed by Prof. Ingrid Strøm. She continued to undertake the management of all fieldwork as well as the administrative work (fundraising etc.) involved in the project also after her retirement from the Chair of Classical Archaeology at the University of Copenhagen in 1990. In autumn 2002, however, she decided that she could not proceed. As representative of the Chair of Classical Archaeology at the University of Copenhagen, Dr. Annette Rathje suggested that I should undertake the final editing of the catalogue of finds, the analysis of the stratigraphy and the classification and analysis of the unfinished groups of material, in order to carry the publication of the Danish excavations to an end. The work has thus become a collective effort, even more than it was originally planned to be, and the various entries undoubtedly reflect the various scholars who have been involved in the work. All entries are therefore signed with the name of the individual author.

           The classification of the material follows the guidelines set up by Ingrid Strøm. In some classes of material registration and description as well as analysis of the groups were made by the same person(s). For a number of classes, however, both the catalogue and the analysis were made in Denmark, based on the descriptions and illustrations produced at Pontecagnano by various students and scholars1. The material was not accessible during the final preparation for publication, and consequently more detailed information on some of the catalogued finds is lacking (e.g. clay description and/or measurements). Instead of further delays, priority was given to the finishing and publishing of the manuscript.

           During fieldwork Marjatta Nielsen (1986-1987) and Helle W. Horsnæs (1989-1992) acted as assistants to Ingrid Strøm. Student participants of excavation and registration campaigns were: Helle Damgaard Andersen, Mette Fjeldhagen, Nanna Fog, Rune Frederiksen, Hakon Hylen, Kristina Winther Jacobsen, Dorte Tornehave Jensen, Anne Marie Jorgensen, Susanne Kober, Anita Lennerstedt, Birte Lundgreen, Birgitte Marcussen, Alexandra Nilsson, Ulla Helveg Orth, Henrik Schilling, Elisabeth Simonsen, Martin Söderlind, Birgit Tang, Hanne Thomasen, Margit von Mehren. In all excavation seasons workmen hired through the Museo Archeologico Nazionale dell’Agro Picentino provided stalwart help.

           The conservators Anne Christine Helms, Jan Petter Brennsund and Karin Lingström each took part in one or more excavation campaigns or registration campaigns.

           The drawings were prepared for publication by draftsman of the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology Poul Christensen (plans and sections), architect MAA Lars Davidsen (finds) and archaeologist Pernille Foss (plans, sections and finds).

           Special thanks should be given to Marshall Joseph Becker who analyzed the skeletal remains, and to Mikael Pedersen for his analysis of soil samples. I would also like to thank Peter Spring who revised the English.

           During the preparation of the publication I have received much valuable help and good advice from a number of colleagues: Pia Guldager Bilde, Kristina Winther Jacobsen, John Lund, Mette Korsholm, Birte Poulsen and Karen Slej. I am also grateful to Margit von Mehren for practical help and to Pernille Foss for her patience. I owe special thanks to Helle W. Horsnaes for her efforts and our excellent collaboration.

           Thanks are due to the Faculty of the Humanities, University of Copenhagen, for financing the work done by Pernille Foss and the English revision.

           The Pontecagnano project (fieldwork and preparation for publication) was financed by the Carlsberg Foundation. I personally would like to express my warmest gratitude to the Foundation for two generous grants; the first that enabled me to work fulltime on the preparation of the present publication for a period of fifteen months, and the second that financed the publication.

           I am particularly grateful to the Director of the Centre Jean Berard, Dr. Jean-Pierre Brun, for accepting the book for publication and to the entire staff of the Centre Jean Berard, especially to Marina Pierobon and Maria Francesca Buonaiuto for their invaluable work with the illustrations and the final layout.

          Brigit Tang
2006

        

        
          Notes

          1  This applies to the following classes: Pagenstecher class, red-figure pottery, black-gloss ware, black-gloss ware with overpainted decoration, brown-gloss ware, reticulate lekythoi/flasks, red-gloss ware, banded ware, unglazed wares, unguentaria, relief ware, thin-walled ware, terra sigillata, African Red Slip Ware, lead-glazed ware and glass, all analyzed by Birgit Tang; and the coins analyzed by Helle W. Horsnaes.

        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          Practical remarks and abbreviations

        

      

      
        
          1. Practical Remarks

           Trenches and strata are referred to by capital letters and Roman numerals respectively, for instance A VI (i.e. trench A, stratum VI).

           Walls are denoted by capital letters and Arabic numerals, e.g. F1 (i.e. wall in trench F).

           Catalogued finds are designated with capital letters followed by a hyphen and Arabic numerals, for instance cat. no. A-l and cat. no. EE-65.

           Non-catalogued finds mentioned in the text are referred to by their find numbers, for instance #160-3-255, #90-53.

           For clay descriptions the Munsell Soil Color Charts were used throughout excavations and study seasons. Fabric analyses in the strict sense of the word were given a lower priority. This is of course unfortunate, in particular when it comes to the identification of the production areas of the many differentiated wares, an issue that often cannot be discussed without fabric analysis. The very short period with direct access to the material favoured a more strictly morphological description, in combination with the ‘quick-to-use’ Munsell.

           Unless otherwise stated, all measurements in the catalogues are given as preserved maximum dimensions in centimetres.

           Concerning common wares and coarse wares, the thickness of the sherd served as criterion for ascription to one or another group. Sherds up to 1 cm thick were assigned to common wares and sherds of 1 cm and more to coarse wares. Because of the number of sherds, these two groups of sherds were studies by different specialists and consequently are delt with in separate chapters. At the final stage of preparation for publication it was decided to subdivide the catalogued material within each group according to function of the vessels – as far as it is possible.

           Due to the original division based on thickness the clibani are contained in the chapter on coarse wares. This shape is in many publications treated in the section on common wares. As the two groups were treated separately during the whole process of preparation for publication, it was decided to maintain this (not always most logical) division instead of reorganizing the entire material.

           Tables: As to the distribution of fragments from the various classes of pottery, only diagnostic sherds are inserted.

           Drawings, coarse wares: A zigzag indicates unknown diameter. A gap indicates a diameter too large to be reproduced.

          2. Abbreviations and signs used

           beg. = beginning

           bl = bottom level

           cent. = century/centuries

           est. = estimated

           H. = height

           L. = length

           max. = maximum

           min. = minimum

           MusNaz = Museo Archeologico Nazionale dell’Agro

           Picentino

           pres. = preserved

           sl = surface level

           Th. = thickness

           tl = top level

           W. = width

           Ø = diameter

           > = greater than/larger than

        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          
            I Introduction
          

        

        Helle W. Horsnæs

      

      
        
          I.1 Former research and excavations at Pontecagnano

          
             
            The necropoleis of ancient Pontecagnano are well-known and documented. The earliest known objects provenanced "Ponte di Cagnaro” can be traced back to the mid-19
            
              th
            
             century
            
              1
            
            , and material from ancient tombs in the area was noted again in 1868 (the Tyszkiewicz bowl). Modern excavations were first undertaken by P.C. Sestieri in 1959
            
              2
            
             and have been continuing since then. The excavations in the necropoleis have been undertaken as rescue excavations, necessitated by the urban growth of modern Pontecagnano. So far more than 7500 tombs have been unearthed, but – as is often the case with rescue excavations – only a minority have been published
            
              3
            
            .
          

          
             
            The cemeteries of Pontecagnano have yielded tombs dating from the Neolithic to the late Roman period. Pontecagnano is particularly famous for its Iron Age and Orientalizing tombs with rich grave goods revealing that Pontecagnano in these periods played a pivotal role for exchange and cultural interactions in the greater part of the Italian peninsula and Sicily
            
              4
            
            .
          

          
             
            The exploration of the ancient habitation/settlement, however, is still at an early stage. Both the excavations of the cemeteries and geophysical investigations undertaken by the Fondazione Lerici in 1978-1979 have shown that the settlement was most likely situated to the east and northeast of the vast necropolis area, between the highway Salerno-Reggio Calabria and the S.S. 18 (Fig. 2a). In fact, it was during the construction of the highway in the 1960s that the first remains of the ancient settlement appeared. The authorities have succeeded in buying parts of these areas, which have thus been saved from modem construction work. An archaeological park was inaugurated in the Via Stadio area in 1999.
          

          
             
            The first excavations in the presumed urban area took place in the late 1960s, however in a sporadic manner, and it was not until the period from the mid-1980s to the mid-1990s that systematic excavations were carried out
            
              5
            
            .
          

          
             
            The findings comprise e.g. postholes and pozzi from the Orientalizing period. From the Archaic period remains of two sanctuaries, an Apollo sanctuary in Via Verdi (southwestern part of the habitation area) and a sanctuary for a female divinity of chthonic character in loc. Pastini (northwestern part of the habitation area), have been identified. Both sanctuaries continued in use until the early 3
            
              rd
            
             century BC when they were demolished
            
              6
            
            . Moreover, industrial zones are documented in loc. Pastini and near Via C. Colombo. Excavations continue to reveal both tombs and new parts of the settlement area
            
              7
            
            .
          

          
             
            In the 1960s B. d’Agostino excavated an NE/SW orientated
            
               insula
            
             front in Prop. Truono, located to the west of Prop. Avallone (Figs. 2a-2b)
            
              8
            
            , and the layout of this
            
               insula
            
             became decisive for the alignment of the 40 x 40 m grid that forms the basis of the archaeological work at Pontecagnano.
          

          
             
            This excavation combined with the Lerici investigations led d’Agostino to suggest that the Prop. Avallone area would be central to the ancient settlement. Furthermore, the finds from the Archaic layers in Quadrante 335 gave hope that it would be possible to find evidence of the Iron Age and Etruscan settlement remains in the central part of ancient Pontecagnano
            
              9
            
            . The Danish excavations in Prop. Avallone were undertaken to test this theory.
          

          I.2 The site, its topographical situation and geological characteristics

          
             
            Modern Pontecagnano is situated in Campania, some 8 km southeast of Salerno and some 4 km from the coast, in the northern part of the great alluvial plain formed by the Sele as well as a large number of smaller rivers. The Sele Plain forms a great triangle between Salerno to the north and Agropoli to the south, enclosed by the mountainous hinterland.
          

          
             
            The calcareous mountains are rich in natural springs. The water from these springs, as well as from melting snow and rain, feeds the many rivers in the plain. The water, of course, brings silt that settles in the lowlands, but it should also be noted that the water of the rivers is very calcareous. This was already well known to ancient geographers; in fact Silius Italicus describes the water of the Sele as “water that, according to some, transforms branches that are dipped into it to stone” (Punica 8.580-581).
          

          
             
            Recently formed travertine layers have been encountered above the ancient strata during the excavations at Paestum
            
              10
            
            . This testifies to the amount of calcium carbonate in the water, but it also stresses that flooding of the plain in the late-antique period must have been a major problem.
          

          
             
            Calcareous deposits were detected in almost all excavation strata in Prop. Avallone, and a very large number of the finds was covered with a layer of calcareous material precipitated from groundwater, the carbonate-rich nature of which reflects the limestone-dominated lithologies in the “Piana del Sele” area
            
              11
            
            . Examples of lime-sediment with impressions of rotten-away leaves have been found. There were examples of sherds that were found wholly covered by lime sediment, and a lime impression of the inner side of a vessel clearly shows the contours of the clay. Moreover, lime sediments in the form of small tubes were found several times in hollows left by plant roots, e.g. in E V, H III and H V (Fig. 3).
          

          I.3 Excavation and post excavation methods

          
             
            The whole area of Pontecagnano had been divided into a 40 x 40 m grid. Each square is labelled with a number. The Danish excavations mainly took place in square 174, but also squares 160, 173, 187 and 188 were touched upon (Fig. 4). The grid is aligned NE/SW, but to facilitate daily work it was decided that the expressions ‘north’ and ‘east’ should be used rather than ‘north-east’ and ‘south-east’. It was also decided to use metric coordinates during the excavation, and a local system was established with the point 80.0/120.0 in the south-west comer of square 174. The excavation area in Prop. Avallone measures c.70 x 50 m, and the 13 trenches comprise an area of
            
               c.
            
             143 m
            
              2
            
          

          
             
            When the trenches were laid out, they were labelled according to the coordinate of the south-west corner, and this name was used throughout the study of the material. However, to facilitate the reading of the many catalogue entries, it was decided to use a simpler name for the publication. Each trench, including its extensions, was therefore named by a letter (A-H and J-N). The strata were numbered by Roman numerals. Thus “trench 174-88.5/136.5 stratum 3” is called trench H stratum III. All finds that were measured individually during the excavation have kept this original information in the record. Equation of trench names with the metric system:
          

          
            
              	
                
                  Trench
                

              
              	
                
                  metric designation according to south-western comer
                

              
              	
                
                  Square
                

              
            

            
              	
                
                  A
                

              
              	
                
                  77.5/116.5
                

              
              	
                
                  173 + 187
                

              
            

            
              	
                
                  B
                

              
              	
                
                  77.0/130.0
                

              
              	
                
                  188
                

              
            

            
              	
                
                  C
                

              
              	
                
                  77.0/132.5
                

              
              	
                
                  188
                

              
            

            
              	
                
                  D
                

              
              	
                
                  81.0/122.0
                

              
              	
                
                  174
                

              
            

            
              	
                
                  E
                

              
              	
                
                  80.5/129.5
                

              
              	
                
                  174
                

              
            

            
              	
                
                  F
                

              
              	
                
                  80.5/136.5
                

              
              	
                
                  174
                

              
            

            
              	
                
                  G
                

              
              	
                
                  85.0/126.0
                

              
              	
                
                  174
                

              
            

            
              	
                
                  H
                

              
              	
                
                  88.5/136.5
                

              
              	
                
                  174
                

              
            

            
              	
                
                  J
                

              
              	
                
                  89.5/144.5
                

              
              	
                
                  174
                

              
            

            
              	
                
                  K
                

              
              	
                
                  92.5/136.5
                

              
              	
                
                  174
                

              
            

            
              	
                
                  L
                

              
              	
                
                  96.5/136.5
                

              
              	
                
                  174
                

              
            

            
              	
                
                  M
                

              
              	
                
                  100.5/128.5
                

              
              	
                
                  174
                

              
            

            
              	
                
                  N
                

              
              	
                
                  120.5/156.5
                

              
              	
                
                  160
                

              
            

          

          
             
            During excavation the material was collected in boxes
            
               (cassette),
            
             marked not only with the trench, stratum and date of excavation, but also labelled with an individual serial number that allows for sub-divisions of the strata. Throughout the excavation stratum I designates the relatively thin layer of topsoil that is heavily eroded and mixed. Stratum II is a greyish layer often containing rolled pottery fragments that underline the layer’s generally mixed appearance.
          

          
             
            Throughout the excavations change of stratum took place, when the character of the layer seemed to change. Therefore, there is a tendency that the material from the cassette derives from horizontal strata, whereas the later analysis of the sections revealed a more complex situation.
          

          
             
            All finds used in the various catalogues are numbered individually. Finds from the 1986 excavation carry a number consisting of: #[number of square]-[unità stratigrafica]-[serial number]. For the finds from square 174, the unita stratigrafica (u.s.) 1-9 are identical to strata I-IX in trench D (81.0/122.0); the u.s. 51-57 are strata I-VII in trench G (85.0/126.0); and the u.s. 101-105 are equivalent to the strata I-V in trench M (100.5/128.5). For the finds from square 160, u.s. 1-9 are equivalent to strata I-IX in trench N (120.5/156.5). An example: #174-53-103 would be ‘G III find 103’.
          

          
             
            The unita stratigrafica-system (developed from the'Harris matrix’) was used in an attempt to correlate with the Italian excavations nearby, but after the study season in 1987, Ingrid Strøm found the system inconvenient, and finds from the next two seasons are therefore numbered: #[excavation year]-[serial number]. An example: #89-1074 would be ‘find 1074 from 1989’. This means that the find number does not contain information on the find circumstances. It is therefore necessary to indicate also the trench and stratum for these finds.
          

          
             
            Generally, the catalogues contain a selection of each group of material and the identified types. The catalogues of pottery do not contain even samples of each type. Some groups are published almost in their entirety. A good example is the Archaic material, where only minute fragments have been excluded from the catalogue. All identified lamp fragments, fragments of terracotta figurines, coins etc. are of course listed.
          

          
             
            During the registration seasons all boxes of material,
            
               c.
            
             500, were registered with short lists of contents. This enabled an evaluation of the areas/layers in which the presence of these types is most obvious. During this process and the preparation for publication more items were registered individually.
          

          
             
            No total sherd count of each pottery group took place. Nor were the different groups of material weighed.
          

        

        
          Notes

          1 Horsnæs 1995, 312-313; Horsnæs 2001, 8-10.

          2 Sestieri 1960.

          3 Several monographs in the AION ArchStAnt Quad, series, plus articles; see d’Agostino 1996.

          4 Iron Age: d’Agostino & Gastaldi 1988. Orientalizing: d’Agostino 1968; d'Agostino 1974a, 18-22; dAgostino 1974b, 209-212; d’Agostino 1974c.

          5 For a more detailed history of research, see Cinquantaquattro 1994, 121-126; d'Agostino 1996 with bibliography 193-198.

          
            6
            Cf. Bailo Modesti
            
               et al.
            
             2005a; Bailo Modesti
            
               et al.
            
             2005b, fig. 2.
          

          
            7
            For update on excavations, see Tocco Sciarelli 2003.
          

          
            8
            d’Agostino 1970, 638 fig. 646.
          

          
            9
            Bailo Modesti 1984.
          

          
            10
            Pedley 1990, 32-34 and figs. 9-10.
          

          
            11
            Soil samples brought to Denmark were analyzed by Mikael Pedersen.
          

        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          II The Excavations

        

        Birgit Tang

      

      
        
           The excavations revealed a part of the ancient town including a NE/SW orientated street and at least two insulae, one on each side (Fig. 4). There are two main phases of occupation, both ending with a destruction of the buildings. The layout of the habitation dates to the late Classical/early Hellenistic period, in which the town, both residential zones and sanctuaries, was reorganized. After the destruction of the buildings from the second phase of occupation in the late Republican period, the area was frequented in a sporadic manner during Imperial times.

          II.1 The phases and general stratigraphical analysis

          
             
            Phase 1: Early Hellenistic period
          

           The first one covers a period from the second half of the 4th to the early 3rd century BC and is best preserved in the eastern insula. Here the Courtyard House (trenches H, J and L) and the building in trench G (perhaps being part of this house) were provided with ashlar blocks for the socle courses, some exceeding 1.0 m in length, while mudbrick formed the upper walls supported by timber posts. The Courtyard House was decorated with polychrome stucco, including floral motifs, and probably also bicolour stucco (red and white) and of architectural type. The courtyard was paved with large stones. Some of the roof tiles were painted. In J V two pantiles with completely preserved width were found. The ridge of the roof was probably aligned NE/SW, otherwise more fragments should have been located in trenches H and L.

          
             
            Phase 2: Late Republican period
          

           The second phase seems to have begun sometime in the 2nd century BC. It ended during the first half of the 1st century BC at the latest. This phase is only represented in the western insula. In general the walls were built of smaller blocks and reused material. There is documentation for bicolour stucco (red and white) and murals of architectural type. Floors consisted of terra battuta (stamped earth with e.g. chips of pottery and small stones), clay and reused roof tiles. The latter is located in a room in trench E which served as a kitchen and / or service room. This interpretation is suggested by the presence of a drain in the room and the huge amounts of pottery found. The ridge of the roof in this insula has not been located/detected.

          
             
            Phase 3: End of Republican period-early Imperial period
          

           Various activities seem to have taken place in the later 1st century BC/early 1st century AD including a renewal of the street.

          
             
            Phase 4: Imperial period
          

           After these periods the area was still frequented and sporadic occupation might have taken place. It also seems to have functioned as a dump site. There are a few later walls, but their time of construction cannot be precisely dated. In the 3rd century AD the northern part of the area was used for child burials. As far as the abandonment of the site is concerned, the material is clear: except for a few items, the latest finds (African Red Slip Ware, glass, lamps, coins) are datable in the 4th to 5th centuries AD.

          
             
            General stratigraphical analysis
          

           For an overview of the status of the trenches and strata, Tables la-1b and 2 should be consulted. Here the broad chronological framework of the individual trenches and strata is presented together with the indication of bulldozed strata, location of the bedrock etc. Some trenches were subdivided and excavated in separate sections, meaning that the general consecutive numbering of the layers does not always follow the vertical stratigraphy; for instance strata III and IV are used in the same horizontal layer where they designate the western and eastern part of the trench respectively. For the trenches in question, additional tables must be consulted. This applies especially to two of the trenches initiated in 1986 (D and G) when only trial trenches were dug, and the stratigraphy of the area was totally unknown. During the excavation of these trial trenches, however, it soon became obvious that all material in strata I (modern humus layer) and II was mixed and contained modern material. Subsequently, these strata were removed by bulldozer in the 1989- and 1990-seasons, and they are not described in the overview of the trenches and their stratigraphy (chapter II. 1.1). The next layer, stratum III, is relatively homogenous in the whole excavated area. It is characterized by a loose and sandy soil of brown to greyish brown colour. In the northern part (trenches H, J and L) this stratum was disturbed in ancient times by child burials. As to the other strata and their correlation, Tables la-1b, 2 and the stratigraphical analysis should be consulted, since the same stratum designation may represent chronologically different phases.

           The travertine bedrock was reached at various points in the excavated area, both to the east and west of the street; in trench A, Ds, F, G and N. In the latter (stratum IX) the surface was quite uneven with levels varying from -709 to -772 in the four corners and the deepest measurement being -786. This also applies to trench F where the points vary from -710/719 (stratum VII) to -777 (strata X and XI). In the remaining trenches the bedrock was reached at the following levels: A VII-735/738; Ds XI -760/767; G XV -797/798. In some cases the bedrock was worked to receive the lowest courses of the wall (socle courses).

          
             
            
              Material before the layout
            
          

           The earliest finds from the Prop. Avallone excavations are early Iron Age and Archaic sherds of the 7th to 6th centuries BC (impasto, bucchero and argilla depurata), not associated with any structures. The extreme fragmentation and concentration in trench N strata III-II testify to their secondary context. The episodic presence of these sherds in other trenches and strata is by no means surprising. Material of the late Archaic and Classical periods comprises blackgloss kylikes (e.g. K VI), an Attic red-figure sherd (Ds XI) and two coins belonging to the earliest bronze issues of Poseidonia (cat. nos. LL-6 and LL-7). The coins are dated to the end of the5th century BC and around 400 BC.

          
             
            
              Phase 1: Early Hellenistic period: First street
            
          

           The first building activity is represented by the terra battuta street (-785/788) and fill beneath in G XIV+XVI-XVII. As this street was cut/dug through by the foundation trench in G XV, it gives a terminus post quem for the layout of the insulae, but whether there were years, months or days between the two events cannot be answered. Datable finds consist of a few black-gloss fragments, one with Gnathian-type decoration. They only give a broad chronological framework of the later part of the 4th and early 3rd century BC.

          
             
            
              Phase 1: Early Hellenistic period: Layout of 
            
            insulae
            
               and the second street, occupation and destruction
            
          

           The time of construction is dated to the second half of the 4th century BC by the finds from the foundation trench in G XV (e.g. cat. no. 0-36, Morel series 2433). Judging from the massive collapse material in trench G and the Courtyard House (trenches HL), the destruction took place at the latest in the early 3rd century BC. The street belonging to this phase is documented in G XII (-738/740) and Ds XI (-748), the lowest part. Finds from the destruction layers include, for example South Italian red-figure, Morel series 2423, 4311 and 4382, reticulate lekythoi/flasks, core-formed glass (cat. no. DD-1) and three anepigraphic obols (cat. nos. LL-1 – LL-3).

           The remains from this phase are located in: (Fig. 61)

           Trench A, stratum VII: Wall Al? (tl -713/735.5). Cleaned up after the destruction.

           Trench Ds, stratum XI: partly the lowest course of wall D1 (bl -748). Cleaned up after the destruction.

           Trench E, strata X-IX: wall El (tl -760/72, bl -793/799). Cleaned up after the destruction.

           Trench F, stratum XI: probably part of wall FI (bl for southern part -748/754). Cleaned up after the destruction.

           Trench G, strata XV, XIII-VIII (below terra battuta): stratum XV = foundation trench, stratum XIII = fill below terra battuta street in stratum XII at -738/740, strata XI-VIII (below terra battuta) = collapse material fallen upon the street. Wall G1 (tl -670 in stratum VII, bl -797/798).

           Trenches H-L, strata VI-IV (lower part): Courtyard House, courtyard with top level -661/663 in H V, paved area? north of wall J2 in J V (-684/706).

          
             
            
              Phase 2: Late Republican period: Rebuilding west of the street, occupation and destruction
            
          

           During the period of abandonment a layer of lime sediment was created in trench E (bottom of stratum VIII). This does not necessarily mean, however, that the zone was abandoned for a long period, as the geological conditions in the area favour such sediments1. In trench Ds the street received a new layer of terra battuta. Its northern continuation is located in E VIII.

           Based on the coin (cat. no. LL-10, dated 211-210 BC) found in Ds XI below the terra battuta floor (-750), the rebuilding took place after the end of the 3rd century BC. Apparently, the insula east of the street was abandoned. The collapse material, primarily from Dn VI + Ds X-IX and E V, dates the time of destruction within the first half of the 1st century BC at the latest. The destruction layers contained much black-gloss ware (e.g. Morel series 2122, 2822, 2973-2974), thin-walled ware (for instance the situlashaped beaker with and without barbotine dot decoration), common ware casseroles types A and D, but hardly any glass and no terra sigillata sherds.

           The remains from this phase are located in: (Fig. 62)

           Trench A, stratum VI: There are no structures, but the collapse material found here is parallel to the one from trenches D and E. The layer is disturbed and mixed with finds of Imperial date.

           Trench B, strata VII-IV (lower part): Walls B1 and B2. Terra battuta or clay floors in strata VI+VII (-733/738 and-750/752). Stratum VIII is not datable.

           Trench C, strata VI-V: Walls C1 and C2.

           Trench Dn, stratum VI + Ds, stratum XI/X-IX: Wall D1 was reused, new wall D2 and terra battuta/clay floor (-731/749/751); renewal of terra battuta street.

           Trench E, strata VIII-V-IV (lower part): Wall E2 was constructed on top of wall El, L-shaped wall and tile pavement (-710.6/726). Remains of terra battuta located between level -741/752 and-751/756 are probably part of the NE/SW orientated street.

           Trench F, stratum XI/X-V-IV (lower part): Wall FI was reused, new wall F2.

           Material visible in the southern balk in Ds VIII was interpreted as lapilli (between -653 and-668). If this is correct, it gives a terminus ante quem for the destruction. Apparently the area was afterwards abandoned/unoccupied.

          
             
            
              Phase 3: End of Republican period-early Imperial period: Third street
            
          

           The collapse material in G VIII was sealed by the new terra battura street at -678/695. Stretches of this street are also documented in the easternmost parts of trenches E and F. The demolition of wall E2 and the building of wall E3 (lining of stones) probably took place in relation to this renewal/alteration. Probably these alterations were made in the later part of the 1st century BC/early Imperial period. This dating, tentative only, is indicated by the absence of African Red Slip Ware, which is present in the successive strata (E IV and F IV). Three African Red Slip Ware sherds derive from the upper part of G VIII (Hayes Form 27 and two unassigned). These, however, should be regarded as intrusive, as a late Republican coin (cat. no. LL-8) was found in G VII, revealing the disturbed/complex situation here. Wall A2 in A V was perhaps constructed at this time judging from the mixed character of stratum VI below (both Hellenistic and Imperial material).

           The remains are located in: (Fig. 63)

           Trench A, stratum V(-III?): Wall A2.

           Trench Dn, stratum V + Ds, stratum VIII.

           Trench E, stratum V (upper part): Terra battutta street (-679/680) and stone lining (wall E3, -670/679), wall E2 was pulled down.

           Trench F, stratum V (upper part): Terra battuta street (-679).

           Trench G, strata VIII(upper part)-VII: Terra battuta street (-678/695) in VIII.

          
             
            
              Phase 4: Imperial period: Frequentation, walls and burials
            
          

           The whole zone was frequented in the Imperial period, 1st to 4th/5th centuries AD and used for various purposes.

           New walls were constructed in trench M IV, and perhaps in A V-III, thus indicating occupation on the outskirts, whereas the amount of collapsed material from Ds V and G VI-V (no structures) in the central zone points to the usage as a dump site. The northern part of the area was used for burials of children (trenches H, J and L) in the 3rd century AD. Moreover, there were skeletal remains of a teenager in H IV, and a fourth child burial is possible in F IV. The strata are characterized by terra sigillata, African Red Slip Ware (forms of the 1st to the 3rd centuries being predominant), common ware casserole type E, glass (the majority dating from the 2nd century AD onwards) and lamps with short, round nozzle and a perline/a globetti. The latest ancient material dates from the5th to the 7th centuries AD.

           The remains are located in:

           Trench A, strata (V?)-III: Wall A2.

           Trench B, strata IV(uppermost part)-III.

           Trench C, strata IV-III.

           Trench Dn, strata IV-II + Ds, strata VII-III.

           Trench E, strata IV-III (cf. Table 2 for the complex character of the layers).

           Trench F, strata IV-III (cf. Table 2 for the complex character of the layers).

           Trench G, strata VI-III (cf. Tables 2-3 for the complex character of the layers).

           Trench H, strata IV(upper part)-III.

           Trench J, strata IV-III.

           Trench K, strata IV(upper part)-III.

           Trench L, strata III.

           Trench M, strata IV-III.

          II.1.1 Trenches A-N and stratigraphy

           The trenches and structures in Prop. Avallone are aligned NE/SW. For convenience of description, e.g. when relating the structures to each other, a conventional north is used here, corresponding to northeast. Levels are often given with the highest and lowest separated by a slash (/). Only the most significant finds or groups of material are listed in order to give an impression of the character and date of the individual trenches and strata. As far as pottery...
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